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Abstract 

Nigeria attained statehood on October 1, 1960 with high hope and rising 

expectations.  In fact, the country was reputed to be among the of emerging 

states, destined to play a major role in the liberation and development of 

Africa.  This task needed a firm democratic foundation, with leaders 

imbued with the passion and commitment for development.  Sadly,   six 

years after independence, the country was engulfed in a crisis which 

degenerated to a catastrophic war that drained and sapped its potentials for 

transformation.  By the 21st century, the country was confronted with many 

crises ranging from human insecurity, electoral fraudulence,   and   

corruption.  This study seeks to examine the extent to which election and 

security has exacerbated the development crisis in the country.  This is a 

qualitative research and we relied on two sources for our data collection. 

The primary and secondary sources.  While the former include interviews 

and discussions with experts randomly selected from Port Harcourt, the 

latter include review of existing literature, Magazines, Government 

bulletins, Newspapers, and visit to some research Institutes such as the   

Nigerian  Institute  of  International  Affairs(NIIA), Center  for  Black  Arts  

and  African  Culture(CBAAC) and  the  Institute  of  Human  Rights  and  

Humanitarian  Law (IHRHL).  It was discovered that the Nigerian 

development crisis is the aftermath of electoral malpractice, leadership 

void, rising popular discontent   within an atmosphere of insecurity.  We 

therefore, recommend that political parties, politicians and policy makers 
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should conform to electoral rules, and subject them to internal party 

democracy. 

 

Keywords; Democracy, Corruption, Development, Political Party, Election. 

 

Introduction 

 The Nigerian State is in a deep-dyed web of crisis propped by a 

gradual evisceration of democratic institutions. This has almost led to a 

blockage of development process, and a shallow commitment to issues of 

good governance and popular participation. In all facets of life, there is a 

self-evident proof of permanent instability, discontent, and differential 

access to basic means of life. 

 Unfortunately, the bourgeois class who preside over the State seems 

to be unperturbed in the ongoing democratic disorder. Attempts to initiate 

some programmes that would advance the progression of the country have 

often been marred by mindboggling graft, incompetence, and lip-service 

attention. The aftermath of all these are that the country is adrift and 

gradually losing its relevance in the consciousness of the people. As the 

personalistic and paternalistic use of power expand, correspondingly the 

ranks of the poor, the mass of frustrated, disillusioned and unemployed 

people are increasingly swelling. Indeed, this portends an imminent danger 

in the years ahead.  This negative scenario cannot ensure a meaningful 

trajectory that would place the country on a path of industrialization.  More 

worrisome is the endowment of the Nigerian State with a reservoir of rich 

biotic community   that   express   the paradox of plenty. If this potential is 

properly harnessed and utilized, it is possible the country can become the 

‘African Lion’ that would neutralize the repressive manipulations of 

exogenous forces in the continent. It is therefore, amazing that since 

political independence in 1960, Nigeria has not benefited from an electoral 

process that has met the basic canons of democracy. The backlash that has 

preceded every electoral process has always engendered spiral human 

insecurity, growing pyramid of injustice and retardation of development 
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agenda. This paper seeks to examine the extent to which election and 

security/insecurity has facilitated the Nigerian development crisis. 

 

Clarification of Concepts 

 It would be apt to explain some of the concepts that would feature 

in this paper. This would deepen the comprehension and appreciation of 

the paper. The main concepts are Election, Security and Development. 

 

The Concept of Election 

 Election is a vital and integral component of democracy. It is a 

process in which eligible voters in a congenial atmosphere exercise their 

franchise by electing those that would govern them for a specific period. It 

is a time-honoured process through which leaders emerge in a democratic 

polity. According to Saine, N. ‘Diaye and Houngnikpo (2011:241): 

Elections are fundamental to any political 

system based on principles of democracy and 

republican form of government under 

democracy, elections in which all eligible voters 

may participate as the ultimate source of 

government authority. 

 

 The quality of leadership and its capacity to adhere to the yearnings 

of the people is dependent on the level of popular participation. This is 

predicated on the fact that a less-intimidating and horror-free electoral 

process is a prelude to development. In fact, no political system can claim 

any semblance of democratic ethic, when its electoral process is 

characterized by intimidation and structured to favour a parochial class. 

This is why Nanyande (1989:77) noted that the key to mass participation in 

democracy is election. Elections represent a way of making a choice that is 

fair to all. Some of its main features include: 

(i) An electoral rule that will guard the process.  



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies                      www.phjournalofhistorydiplomaticstudies.com                     
 

Election, Security and Development Crisis in Nigeria                4 

(ii) Competition among two or more people representing themselves or 

their political parties. 

(iii) A violent-free atmosphere for the electorates to freely exercise their 

franchise. 

(iv) An electoral umpire with the sole responsibility of supervising, 

organizing and announcing the results of the elections. 

(v) An opportunity to redress cases of injustice and breaches against the 

electoral rules. 

These five conditions must be precedent before a free and smooth electoral 

process can take place, otherwise, it becomes a ‘fallacy of electoralism’. It is 

through this process that the Lincolnian notion of democracy is 

practicalized. Representatives are elected by the people to protect their life, 

property and ensure the efflorescence of their well-being. This is why 

Appadorai (2004:529) noted that it ought to be the happiness and glory of a 

representative to live in the strictest union, the closest correspondence and 

the most unreserved communication with his constituents. According to 

Bassey (2011:168), 

Election is one of the visible means through 

which the people express their consent, 

commitment and mobilize support for the 

government in power. In the era of 

representative government, election is a 

powerful means of ensuring continuity of 

democratic governance. It is a means of 

choosing among political antecedents for a 

given political office or groups of offices. 

 

It affords the people the opportunity to scrutinize the competence of the 

candidates vying for positions through their political campaigns and 

manifestoes. In this process, the people become the ‘Bride’ to be bought by 

the best candidate. It is this scenario that prompted Kich Jr. (2011:241) to 

describe election as the market place of democracy. It may also not be out 
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of place to consider election as the ‘duo ex machina’ for fostering 

competitive party politics and measuring the performance of leaders. 

 

Security  

The concept of security cannot be subjected to a watertight 

definition. This is because of its multifaceted dimension and ideological   

bent. Albert, Elbelebor and Danjibo (2012:466) noted that security does not 

have a universally accepted definition. Various scholars define it 

depending on their intellectual perspectives. Nevertheless, whether we are 

talking of state, human (socio-economic and political) or environmental 

security, the underlying fact is that of prevention and creation of clement 

milieu for social transformation. Therefore, in whatever angle we visualize 

it; good governance cannot triumph in an environment of insecurity. This 

was why the 1994 Human Development Right in an unmistakable term 

noted that the world can never be at peace unless people have security in 

their daily lives (Akani, 2007:4). Without security life becomes a jungle. It 

involves building the capacity to protect human freedoms and 

enhancement of the well-being of the people. It may not necessarily connote 

military exploitation and coercion, but to instill a sense of hope and order 

in order so that the people can perform and explore their potentialities to 

the fullest possible extent. It is in realization of this objective that Section 

14(2b) of the 1999 constitution (Nigeria) as amended states that, the security 

and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government. In 

the same vein, Section 12 of the 1996 South African Constitution stated that 

everyone has the right to freedom and security of person. According to 

Cilliers (2004:12), security is therefore time-bound and malleable. It implies 

protection against or safety from future risk of severe deprivation, injury or 

death, and requires rules, order impartial adjudication and application. 

Once we accept that predictability and control are part of our 

understanding of human security, it follows that such security cannot exist 

without the provision of adequate national security. Ipso facto, an 
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outwardly aggressive and inwardly repressive regime can be a major 

source of human insecurity. 

 

Security is guaranteed by obedience to rules, and focused towards 

enhancing the human happiness and elimination of disorder and 

vulnerability. Hence, any security system that does not take into account 

the interest of the people is to foment fear and chaos. As Ojo (1999:1) puts 

it, security is fundamentally the preservation of freedom, values and 

welfare of the people as individuals and as groups both state and non-state. 

It is simply the creation of an enabling environment for the improvement, 

recreation and the exercise of the totality of human potentials and quality 

of life in the society without threats. It is in this direction that security 

becomes the essential prerequisite for social change and transcendence. The 

2003 United Nations (UN) Commission on Human Security reiterated this 

fact when it stated that, 

Human security means protecting vital 

freedoms. It means protecting people from 

critical and pervasive threats and situations, 

building on their strength and situations. It also 

means creating systems that give people the 

building blocks for survival, dignity and 

livelihood.  

 

This implies the creation of an atmosphere that would emancipate 

people from depressing constraints, economic crisis, political exclusion and 

enjoyment of their human rights. Security eclipses the threat of attack, siege 

mentality, neutralizes the pernicious spiral of tension and uncertainty. This 

is why any society that is under the noose of insecurity would face an 

inevitable dead end, and activities in such a society would be sluggish, 

characterized by hostility, retrogression, and justice would be in the interest 

of the mighty. Development has become a common concept and buzzword 

in the Third World discourse. As a strategy for social transcendence, its 
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importance cannot be over-emphasized. It is important to state that from 

the 1950s to the 1960s, development was purely conceptualized on the 

quantum of economic indicators, especially growth, per capita income and 

industrialization. But these indicators were abandoned for a more realistic 

and appropriate indicators. From the Late 1970s to the 21st Century, the 

concept assumed a totally different   meaning in favour of the people. The 

new thinking out-rightly shunned Rostow’s (1960) western-centric stages 

of   economic growth theory, and completely broke with the growth 

fertilization of development theory (Osakwe, 2010:109). This new dawn in 

development theory was pioneered by Third World Scholars like Ake 

(1996), Rodney (2004), Adedeji (1960) and other scholars such as Sen (1959) 

and Todaro and Smith (2004). These scholars contended that development 

cannot be alienated from the people. This is why it is a process that involves 

and incorporates the people in the enhancement of their well-being. It is not 

transferred or imposed on the people as a hegemonic package or 

demonstration of official altruistic instinct. It goes beyond sanctimonious 

declarations, self-appraisal rhetoric and provision of palliatives. In fact, 

development is a right of the people. Article 1 of the 1986 UN Declaration 

on the Right of Development unreservedly stated that, 

The right to development is an inalienable 

human right by virtue of which every human 

person and all peoples are entitled to participate 

in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, 

cultural and political development in which all 

human rights are fundamental freedoms can be 

fully realized. 

 

Indeed, development is an activity devoid of exclusivity, but aimed 

at expanding the real freedoms people enjoy (Sen, 1999:3), building popular 

capacity and a critical mass of enlightened citizens. 

It involves a qualitative improvement in the 

living standard of members of a society, it 
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embodies the qualitative transformation of a 

whole society, a shift to new ways of thinking 

and correspondingly to new relationship, and 

method of production (Osakwe, 2010:214). 

 

The essential ingredients of development include, enhancing 

popular well-being, eliciting citizen’s participation in the process, 

strengthening social institutions, and promoting and protecting human 

freedoms. These were highlighted in Section 7 of the 1990 African Charter 

for Popular Participation in Development and Transformation (ACPPDT). 

Among other things, it noted that Africa’s development objectives must lie 

in the ultimate and overriding well-being of the people. Therefore, any 

development process that does not put people first is to embark on a 

vainglorious voyage. Adedeji (1980:209) declared that, 

We need to set in motion a development process 

that parts the individual at the very center of the 

development effort, a development process that 

is both human and humane without necessarily 

softening the discipline that goes with 

development but which involves man’s 

personality, a development process that does 

not alienate man from his society and culture 

but rather develops his self-confidence in 

himself and identifies his interest with those of 

his society and thereby develops his ability and 

willingness for self-reliance. 

 

It must be noted that development is not a haphazard process within 

the exclusive preserve of the rulers, but a well-thought out, systematic 

programme enunciated by a focused, disciplined and committed mass of 

people with the ultimate agenda of placing their world on a transformative 

trajectory. This is why the creativity, skill, capacity, self-discipline and 
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positive interaction with the environment as highlighted by Rodney 

(2005:1) becomes germane. Its values must be sustained and internalized 

because, 

Real development of any nation begins from the 

health and minds of people… This aspect of 

development is more crucial than material 

development. The kind of habitual feelings (or 

worthy attitudes)… which makes for sane 

utilization of the mutual indices of development 

(Meziobi, 2010:30). 

 

Any development endeavour that reflects the mindset and caprices 

of the comprador bourgeoisie cannot stand the test of time, and cannot 

fulfill its mission. This is why the UN noted that for development to have a 

long term benefit, it must be sustainable, that is development that meets the 

needs of the people without compromising the ability of future generation 

to meet their own needs (Waanem 2015:6-7). 

 

Nigerian Development Crisis 

It is not out of place to surmise that since the inauguration of civilian 

rule in May 29, 1999, Nigeria has found itself under the heavy weight of 

development crisis. This has really placed the country on the brink of doom 

and morass of confusion. Unfortunately, successive rulers have failed to 

demonstrate that intrinsic determination necessary for development linked 

optimism. The aftermath is that the country is gradually drifting to a 

tinderbox rising frustration. Today, extreme poverty and increasing 

population of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) can be located almost in 

every corner of the country. The reason for this negative cascade is not 

farfetched. The Nigerian state has lost its impartiality, negative autonomy 

and has become a veritable instrument of the ruling class. It is through this 

that they strengthen their firm grip on political and ensures the 
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emasculation of the State. Ake (1995:9) highlighted this fact when he 

asserted that, 

The unique feature of the state in Nigeria and 

this typical of periphery capitalist formations 

generally, is that the state has limited autonomy 

that is the state is institutionally constituted in 

such a way that it enjoys little independence 

from the classes, particularly the hegemonic 

class and so immersed in the struggle of the 

class. 

 

As the state de-formalizes its authority, it begins to lose its 

democratic flair, scuttle the aspirations of the people and becomes the 

center for intra class competition. A defining character of this class is that 

they are not committed to improving every index of development, but to 

the inviolability of primitive accumulation of property. The objectification 

of this mission is the creation of an ant-dialogical society susceptible to their 

imagination. This is false messianic agenda that sees the people as pliant on 

the political chessboard. It is against this scenario that elections have 

become an opportunity to display terror and all kinds of fraudulent 

shenanigan to hang on to power. We noted that election is the process of 

selecting people in a democratic atmosphere for governance. This is largely 

because the democratic method is that institutional arrangement for 

arriving at political decisions in which individuals acquire the power to 

decide by means of a competitive struggle for the people’s vote (Olagunji, 

Jinadu and Oyovairbaire, 1993:10). 

Regrettably, this widely acclaimed process has not been allowed to 

blossom and mainstreamed in the country’s political culture. This explains 

why all elections from 1959 to 2018 state elections have been blighted by 

overbearing irregularities and manipulations. It is like a battle of the titans. 

The first general election which took place in December 30, 1959 brazenly 

flaunted the basic provisions of the Nigerian Electoral Provision Order-in-
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Council of 1959. It was characterized by unhealthy intrigue, partisanship 

and manipulation. Kurfi (2005:12) noted that 

All these theatrics and massive injection of 

funds to woo voters did not bring victory to 

Action Group at the poll. It was the NPC the 

ruling party that swept the poll. Almost all 

electoral officials were employees of Native 

Authorities who had sympathy with the 

Northern Region and facilitated its victory at 

the election. 

 

The election was won by the Northern People’s Congress (NPC) with 

134 seats, National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) 81 and Action 

Group (AG) 73 seats. The general election of 1964 and Western region 

election of 1965 was also steeped in blatant disregard of electoral rules. 

Kurfi (2005), Ikejiani and Ikejiani (1986) and Ojiako (1981) stated that they 

fell below the minimum standard permissible in a democratic election. 

These elections (1964 and 1965) heightened and strengthened feelings, 

disintegration and rumours of imminent military takeover of government. 

According to Kurfi (2005:18), in all the regions, campaigns for election were 

characterized by thuggery, violence and arrests and imprisonment of 

political opponents by agencies of regional government, and denial of 

permits to hold public meetings or processions. Ikejiani and Ikejiani 

(1986:109) also averred that if the 1964 elections were ridiculous, that of 

1965 Machiavellian electioneering was sinister and totally unacceptable in 

its clannishness. The 1964 election was not only seen as a farce, but showed 

the overzealousness of the rulers to make democratic election possible. 

According to Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, former President of Nigeria: 

All Nigeria Patriots must hang their heads in 

shame today. The first national post-

independence general election has been the 

signal of assault on the constitution and various 
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acts of lawlessness hitherto unknown in the 

history of this country (Ojiako, 1981:205). 

 

In prophetic peep into the future, he warned that what is happening 

in Nigeria today does not inspire me to be optimistic that we shall survive 

as one nation (Ojiako, 1981:194). Subsequent elections in 1979, 1983, 1999, 

2015 and 2019 did not deviate from this anti-democratic norm. That Nigeria 

has become a country where it is easy for the camel to pass through the eye 

of a needle (Ojiako, 1981:195) than a free and smooth election attest to the 

magnitude of electoral treachery in the country. With a grossly flawed and 

militarized electoral process, it becomes easy for unwanted rulers to 

emerge. As these rulers begin to deepen their undemocratic strategy, 

popular distrust, despair and despondency also begin to loom large. The 

European Union (EU) Final Report stated that: 

The 2007 state and federal elections fell far short 

of the basic and regional standards for 

international democratic elections. They were 

marred by very poor organization, lack of 

essential transparency, widespread voter 

disenfranchisement at different stages of the 

process, lack of equal condition for political 

parties and candidates and numerous incidents 

of violence (EU Final Report, 2007:70). 

 

All these incidences of violence and terror primarily expose the 

‘fallacy of electoralism’ and the vainglorious claims to democratic etiquette 

by the rulers. It must be stated that this perennial electoral violence has also 

led to wanton destruction of lives and property. Apart from egregious 

termination of human lives, electoral violence has caused much destruction 

to both private and public properties. It is estimated that over 10,000 

Nigerians have lost their lives in electoral violence five years after the return 

to civil rule (Karim and Albert, 2011:226). The International Society for Civil 
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Liberties and Rule of Law restricted that since 1999, those killed outside the 

law in Nigeria might have increased to 34,000. That total includes 160 

political assassinations and 13,500 killings resulting from ethno-religious 

and inter-communal violence (Campbell, 2010).  

While the 2015 elections may be adjudged to be fair in spite of its 

shortcomings, Chidi Odinakalu, Chairman National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) in their 80 page report noted that there were 61 

incidences of pre-election violence in 22 out of the 36 states, with 58 people 

killed (Premium Times, 2018). At the end of the election which took place 

on March 25 and April 22, 2005 more than 80 people were killed (The 

Nation, 2015). According to the EU observation in the 2003 and 2007 

elections, 100 and 300 people were killed respectively. The Human Rights 

Watch also reported that in the 2011 presidential elections, more than 800 

people were killed in Northern Nigeria, particularly Kaduna. The reckless 

and mindless killing of people during elections is exacerbated by another 

orgy of barbaric killings by Headsmen and Boko Haram. The United 

Kingdom based Christian Solidarity Worldwide reported that Fulani 

militias have killed 1,061 people in about 106 attack in communities in 

central Nigeria in the first quarter of 2018, and the United States of America 

Council of Foreign Relations (CFR) also reported that since 2015, there has 

been 890 deaths in Nigeria (This Day, 2018). This sad situation has 

heightened human insecurity, especially the expanding ranks of the 

Internally Displaced People (IDP). It is indubitable that the permanence of 

insecurity in the country has correspondingly created maybe be described 

as democratization of disenfranchisement and disempowerment of the 

people. General elections, including internal party primaries have become 

an occasion to coerce for the highest bidder. This was cleverly displayed 

during primary elections of all the political parties especially the All 

Progressive Congress (AP) and the People’s Democratic Party (PDP). It was 

gathered that the PDP Presidential Primary in Port Harcourt where Alhaji 

Abubakar Atiku won with 1,532 votes was facilitated by the payment of 

more than  N3,253,410 million  each to some of the delegates. Political thugs 
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made up of one legion of youngsters, unemployed youth seeking survival 

by any means (Daily Trust, 2008) were used to pave way for a preferred 

candidate. According to Superintendent Police Magaji Musa Majia, a total 

of 273 political thugs were arrested in Kano, 205 were convicted and 40 

awaiting trial. In Sokoto State, DSP Cordelia Nwawe stated that in 2012, 232 

political thugs were arrested (Daily Trust, 2008).  

Some of the identifiable political thug groups include but not limited 

to True Way Boys in Zamfara State, Kalare Thugs in Gombe State and the 

Don Wani Group in Rivers State. Between 2014 and 2015 Don Wani’s Group 

embarked on a killing spree, especially in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local 

Government Area.    According  to  the    Police   Public  Relations   

Department,  the   2019  general  elections  which  took  place  on   February  

23  and  March   9, more  than    60  people  were   killed  and  more  than   

800  people  were  arrested   on  various   electoral  offences   by  the  Police.   

There  were incidences  of    violence,  intimidation   of  voters  by   security  

agencies  and   hired  thugs  ,  snatching    and  destruction   of  electoral  

materials  against   the  provisions  of  the    Electoral  Act   of  2010  as  

amended. 

In this brutish atmosphere and jungle justice, it becomes a mirage to 

expect a modicum of development. This is the bane of Nigerian 

development crisis. Development cannot blossom in an environment of 

tension and were rulers emerge with unimaginable impunity. It is against 

this backdrop that the late Secretary General of the UN, Kofi Anan, in no 

uncertain terms noted that: 

In an increasing interconnected world, progress 

in the area of development, security and human 

rights must go hand in hand. There will be no 

development without security and no security 

without development. Likewise, both 

development and security also depend on 

neglect of human rights and the rule of law 

(Mawere, 2007:330). 
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  The Secretary-General’s Statement vividly explain why eighteen 

years into the 21st Century, Nigeria’s basket of achievement is full with 

near-anti-people development paradigm. In all ramifications, it is 

fragmented, lopsided, uncoordinated and limited both vertically and 

horizontally (Saine, N’Daye and Houngnikpo, 2011:15). With a paucity of 

pro-people development plan, the basic needs of the people are allowed to 

occupy a despicable level. In this scenario, corruption and poverty become 

the signpost of a country acclaimed as the Giant of Africa and trapped in 

resources. President Muhammadu Buhari at the 24th Conference of the 

Nigerian Economic Summit in Abuja stated that corruption has imposed 

poverty in Nigeria. Corruption has become an integral part of the country’s 

political culture. The bold expansion of its tentacles and frontiers has over 

the years depleted whatever resources that would have been used for 

development programme. As Amaraegbu (2017:2017) puts it, 

 

Nigeria has a history of institutional corruption 

and pitiable poor governance. At the heart of 

the country’s tragedies is an art from where 

those who hold public office in trust for the 

people make cynical and unscrupulous use of 

office and power for self-serving reasons. 

 

By 2018, Nigeria is reported to have the highest number of extremely 

poor. According to the Broklyn Institute, 

At the end of May 2018 our trajectories suggest 

that Nigeria had about 87 million people in 

extreme poverty compared with India’s 73 

million. What is more extreme poverty in 

Nigeria is growing by six people every minute, 

while poverty in India continues to fall 

(Vanguard, 2018). 
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The above abysmal condition is supported by the report of the 

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). It noted that more than 112 million 

Nigerians representing 67.1% of the country’s total population of 167 

million live below the poverty level (Vanguard, 2016). These negative 

indices are symptomatic of a country that has missed the development 

train. 

Alapiki (2016:32) declared that in 2001,10Ministries misappropriated 

the sum of N23,860,732,145.20. A corrupt-ridden country lacks the capacity 

to sustain strong institutions and promote development ideal. Indeed, 

development consciousness cannot crystallize by wistful thinking, 

jingoistic effusion and populist pretense. It emerges through genuine 

commitment to transparent electoral process and security. The leaders that 

would emerge from this process would orchestrate a process for a human 

and humane development. 

The ineptitude of the Nigerian state to frontally address its 

development crisis has ultimately resulted to a process of motion without 

movement, and blame game at every opportunity Ake (1981:163) surmised 

the situation in this manner: 

Unable to deliver the goods, successive 

Nigerian regimes have turned to political 

solutions. Manipulating cultural and 

primordial loyalties to divert attention from the 

red issues struggles against enemies of progress 

who are found too ubiquitously and, most 

importantly, resorting to repression in the vain 

hope that this will prevent the people’s 

frustration from causing trouble for them. 

 

Conclusion 

Nigeria occupies a frontline status in Africa. This is because of its 

natural endowment. In fact, the country was a looming star among the 

galaxy of emerging African states in the 1960s. This raised the hope and 
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emboldened the morale of Nigerians. Unfortunately, many decades of 

military and civilian rule have dashed this hope, as feelings of rising 

frustration become a feature of the country’s political history.   From the 

1980s to the 21st Century, the country has been wobbling in a cesspit of 

confusion and disorder. The people have been denied basic means of life, 

leaching to mass disillusionment, hopelessness and grinding poverty. 

There is a complete politization of every face of life. Politics which is the 

struggle for power through an electoral process is deliberately warped and 

thwarted to favour a few. Most worrisome is that the avaricious propensity 

of this few cannot lay the groundwork for human development. As we 

noted, the Nigerian electoral history is laden with tales of pervasion, 

insecurity and anti-democratic behavior. It is this scenario that is 

responsible for the ‘production’ of rulers who lack leadership capacity to 

change the status-quo in favour of the people. Ake (1996:12) averred that 

Nigeria is reeling from the antics of a political elite which is allergic to 

democracy and it is neurotic in the pursuit of power. While they may pose 

as champions or defenders of democracy with the last drop of their blood, 

they are inherently anti-democratic, and imbued with a consumerist 

consciousness. What is often conceived as development is a programme 

that would consolidate their economic frontiers, and those of their cohorts. 

The people can be fed with whatever that comes from above. This is at 

variance with development that sees people as its movers. Ake (2000:20) 

had declared that its aim is, 

 

Making the people the end and means of 

development. By this approach, development 

ceases to be what government and internal 

development agencies do for ordinary people, 

but what ordinary people do for themselves. It 

becomes their possession, their experiences, not 

a received experience. In so far as they possess 

development and become its end, the content of 
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development can be nothing other than the 

development of their potentialities, their 

progressive empowerment and self-realization.  

 

Many Nigerians are writhing in pains, penury and agony because of 

inefficacious development strategy of the rulers. Most intriguing is that in 

spite of the songs of anguish in the air, the incidence of corruption has risen 

beyond manageable level. The quantum of money siphons with impunity 

has deprived the country the needed fund to improve the lot of people. This 

is the fate of a country whose electoral process is soaked in tension and 

cannot produce leaders that would ensure a human centered development 

pedestal. 

In conclusion, therefore, Nigeria would continue to ‘dance on the 

brink of tenterhook’ until the electoral process is sanitized in such a manner 

that it would produce leaders of mission, vision and leaders that would 

adhere to the main tenet of development agenda. The time has come to 

discard and disregard rulers whose aim is to engage in inexplicable graft 

and financial recklessness. This is extremely important as the 2019 general 

elections may be a battle of the most powerful and the stronger. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on magnitude of development crisis plaguing Nigeria because 

of the falsity of electoral process, and lack of security of life of property, we 

are constrained to make the following recommendations: 

(i) The tenure of office of the Governor and the President should be 

limited to a tenure of 6 years. This will drastically reduce the 

quantum of financial loss during electioneering campaigns and man 

hours spent on non-regenerative ventures. 

(ii) Independent candidacy should be inserted in the electoral law to 

break the monopoly of Political Parties tele-guarding and 

handpicking candidates for election with blemished credentials. 
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(iii) Citizen’s participation in the political space should be activated 

through civil society activism and leveraging on laws like the 

Freedom of Information Act of 2011 and other related legislations to 

force rulers to be accountable and transparent to the governed. 

(iv) All tiers of government including the Local Government should be 

financially autonomous in theory and in praxis so that they can meet 

their development needs. 
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