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Abstract 

The paper reported findings from an empirical examination of the 

level of commitments to two dimensions of democratic values 

(rights’ consciousness and interpersonal trust) within the Nigerian 

public. The view that liberal democracy has consistently failed in 

Nigeria because of the failure to accompany the various democratic 

institutions with the requisite democratic values, though 

widespread has not been empirically verified or tested. The paper’s 

findings indicate moderate amount of support for the two values 

measured in the study. A large proportion of the sample population 

was willing to claim variety of rights of citizenship and the balance 

of evidence with respect to interpersonal trust, suggests that it also 

enjoy some amount of commitment though low. Support levels 

varied by ethnic groupings and sex. Men have higher level of 

support for interpersonal trust than women. Trust and distrust 

within the Nigerian public are not focused but pluralistic. The 

observed patterns of support for dimensions of liberal democratic 

values indicated positive prospect for the survival of democracy in 

contemporary Nigeria. 
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Introduction 

The observed cases of serious distortions and frequent break down of 

liberal democracy in Nigeria as well as in some other African countries, 

led some scholars to argue that liberal democracy may be unsuitable for 

Africa (Lipset, 1960 and Holden, 1993). Lipset's (1960) hypothesis which 

states that, the more, well to do a nation, the greater the chances that it 

will sustain democracy, was highly instrumental to the popularization 

of the unsuitability argument. According to this argument, the economic 

situation in nearly all African countries was very different from those of 

Western countries and as such was unsuitable for liberal democracy. In 

short much of traditional liberal democratic theory did not for see the 

survival of liberal democracy in sub-Saharan Africa due to the region’s 

economic underdevelopment. However, today there are serious moves 

to achieve the goal of democratic political development in many parts of 

Africa. The democratic ideal is taking hold in Africa and Nigeria is no 

exception to the popular preference for democratic political 

dispensation. Making it work is now broadly agreed on as what ought 

to be pursued.  

 

The existence of liberal democratic governments in several African 

countries has weakened the explanatory power of economic 

underdevelopment hypothesis. Lipset's argument is now being 

seriously reconsidered. It is now being argued that Africa's inability to 

develop economically may be due largely to the absence of democracy. 

According to this counterargument, democracy, instead of being a 

consequence of economic development, is in fact a first pre-condition for 

an increase in economic wellbeing. Ake (1991), for example, sees the 

absence of democracy as the primary cause of the chronic economic 

crises in Africa.  
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Stable democracy is not a necessary consequence of economic 

development; it may encourage but does not guarantee the emergence 

of democratic institutions and a political culture in which they can 

flourish. In short, political culture is a crucial intervening variable in 

trying to understand long term relationship between economics and 

politics. The literature is replete with evidence of the relationship 

between the successful operation of liberal democratic development and 

commitments to core democratic values (interpersonal and groups trust; 

tolerance of opposition and dissent; right consciousness; support for 

democratic institutions, processes and norms). For liberal democracy to 

survive, its practitioners must possess a supportive political culture, 

which refers to core political attitudes, beliefs, orientations and 

predispositions held on both individual and collective bases (Almond 

and Verba 1963, Inglehart, 1990; Fatton, 1990; Parekh, 1992 and 

Thompson, 1970). Democratic institutions and processes are doomed in 

a society where there is no strong commitment to the requisite 

democratic values. 

 

The view that there is low level of popular support for liberal democratic 

values in Nigeria though widespread has not been empirically verified. 

Several writers on Nigeria’s chequered political development (e.g., Sklar, 

1963; 1965; Melson and Wolpe, 1971; Omoruyi, 2006) have indicated that 

liberal democracy is challenged in Nigeria because of the failure to 

accompany the various democratic institutions with the requisite 

democratic values. Their observations need to be empirically verified or 

tested. The primary aim of this work, therefore, is to systematically 

examine, describe and analyze Nigerians’ political attitudes and 

predispositions within the context of the country's multi ethnic setting with 

a view to determining if they are in congruence with liberal democratic 

values. Specifically, the work seeks: 

- To find out if Nigerians’ political attitudes and predispositions are 

supportive or antagonistic to the operation of liberal democratic 
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development. 

- To identify segments of the Nigerian society which are carriers of 

liberal democratic values: ( are there sex and ethnic groupings 

variations in support for democratic values?  

 

Literature Review 

Political culture refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs and sentiments which 

give order and meaning to a political process and which provide the 

underlying assumptions and rules that govern behaviour in the political 

system. Almond and Verba's (1963) work: ‘The Civic Culture’ represents a 

major advance in trying to deal with the impact of culture on politics. Using 

cross-national empirical data, they pointed out that the political culture of 

a society encompasses both the political ideals and the operating norms of 

the polity and reflects both the cognitive feelings and evaluations of its 

population. "People are induced into it just as they are socialized into non-

political roles and social systems" (Almond and Verba, 1963:14). Before 

their study which could well be referred to as the fountain head of political 

culture research, all attempts to deal with the issue relied on 

impressionistic evidence. 

Almond and Verba's (1963) work has been severally criticized, starting 

mainly with contributors to Pye and Verba's (1965) edited work, titled 

‘Political Culture and Political Development.’ Firstly, it was pointed out 

that national cultures contrary to Almond and Verba's approach were not 

homogenous and that all social groups do not share the same political 

culture. Values and beliefs are not usually evenly distributed throughout 

the population. Different ethnic and regional groups within a single 

country often have different value systems and world view. Secondly, the 

traditional - modern as well as the subject - parochial - participant 

classifications also came under attack (Rose 1965, Rustow 1965). Indeed, 

Levine (1965) argued that all societies not just the developing ones were 

transitional. 
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To understand a country's political culture, one need to study the specific 

historical, social and institutional environments in which it was forged and 

precise means by which they have been conferred. To divorce the study of 

political culture from the political structure and the concern of time and 

place is to obscure the riches of cultural presentations and to overlook their 

many political ramifications (Naomi Chazan, 1978). To a large extent, 

cultural changes reflect the socialization of enduring habits and attitudes. 

It is argued that once established, these attitudes and orientations have a 

momentum of their own and may act as autonomous influences on politics 

and economics long after the events that gave rise to them. To be sure, effort 

at democratic political development is linked to political culture. The 

survival of liberal democracy is strongly related to the political attitudes 

and beliefs of members of the society. Consequently, democratization will 

involve transformation and modification of relevant attitudes, values, and 

predispositions held by the population. In short, the beliefs values and 

actions of ordinary citizens are vital to the process and prospect of 

democracy. Liberal democratic institutions will require sustenance from a 

myriad of political, social, legal and economic values resident in the minds 

of members of the polity. 

 

What do we mean by liberal Democracy? 

Liberal democracy is the modern alternative to the Athenian direct 

democracy. As pointed out by Smith (2009) democracy is now generally 

defined in western liberal terms. Notably, Olaoye (2015), Jack (1980) and 

Margolis (1979) equated liberal democracy with existing representative 

system of Anglo-American type. Dye and Ziegler (1975:9) provides a 

summary of the ideas involved in liberal democracy: 

1.  Popular participation in the decisions that shape the lives of 

individuals in a society. 

2.  Government by majority rule, with recognition of the rights of 

minorities to try to become majorities. These rights include the freedom 

of dissent, to form opposition parties and to run for public office. 
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3.  A commitment to individual dignity and the preservation of liberal 

values of life, liberty and property. 

4.  A commitment to equal opportunity for all men to develop their 

individual capacities. 

Countries seek to satisfy the above stated criteria to differing degrees; and 

rules and principles may be contaminated by practice (Olaoye, 2015). 

 

Theoretical Framework  

Two main explanatory perspectives (rational choice and political culture) 

can be utilized to decipher the issue of the sustainment of democracy. As 

an analytical model rationale choice has been fruitfully utilized to analyze 

the relationship between economics and politics. It has however, left 

unexplored the linkages that culture has with both politics and economics. 

In short, rational choice models have tended to de-emphasize the 

significance of cultural factors. This underestimation may not be 

unconnected with the fact that, while economic indicators are readily 

available, cultural data are usually more difficult to get. It is now clear 

however, that economic factor though politically important, is only a part 

of the story of the viability of democratic political development.  

 

This study adopted the political culture framework. The political culture 

framework argues that different societies are to varying degrees 

characterized by specific syndrome of political attitudes; that these 

cultural differences though not immutable, are relatively enduring, and 

that they have major political consequences. For example, they are closely 

linked to the viability of democratic institutions.  

The weakness of models that ignore cultural factors has long been 

identified. As pointed out by Inglehart (1992:15), "In Catholic societies, 

from Latin America to Poland, the church plays a major role, despite the 

demise often predicted by economic determinists". Similarly, Lijphart 

(1979) has argued that even in advanced industrial societies, religion still 

outweighs social class as an influence in electoral behaviour.  
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For a long time, the place of political culture as an analytical tool became 

confused. Indeed, throughout the 1970s and well into the 1980s, research 

based on political culture dwindled and the situation was associated with 

the effect of the Vietnam War. During that period, ‘Western intellectuals 

came to view the United States as a negative model for the world, and any 

theory which rated the U.S. among the world's leading democracies tended 

to be suspect’ (Inglehart, 1992:4). 

Also important is the fact that the approach became permeated by 

ideological considerations. The major premises of political culture theory 

at that stage reflected more of ideal than real situations and were largely 

biased towards Anglo-American experiences. 

 

The revival of political culture as an analytical tool can be traced to the 

works of Pye (1988) and Inglehart (1988). Inglehart, for example, frowned 

at the neglect of cultural variables, by rational choice models. He called 

attention to the fact that in the Islamic world, Muslim fundamentalism has 

become a political factor that cannot be ignored. Ruth (1992:364) has 

therefore argued that "the conceptual weakness of rational choice theory 

can be corrected through the use of political cultures, formally specified 

according to criteria used by actual groups and individuals in their political 

decision making. The patterns of individual's predisposition to action vary 

from society to society and from social segment to social segment due to 

culture variations.  

 

Culture is not merely an additional dimension of politics but one of the ‘key 

fundamentals of social life, the matrix within which that which we 

understand as political action takes place’ (Chabal and Daloz 2005;21). 

Culture provides ‘the structures of meaning through which men give shape 

to their experiences…’ (Chabal and Daloz 2005:25). There is an ultimate 

relationship between cultural values and political behaviour. 
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Method 

A serious search of the literature was conducted in order to gain more 

insight in theory, methodology, and the state of the art in empirical research 

on democratic values and liberal democratic institutions and practices. 

There are several published empirical research works on democratic values. 

It was therefore convenient to adopt from these studies several items that 

have individually and collectively proven to be effective measures of 

support for democratic values. Indeed, several of the questions in the 

study’s instrument of inquiry. This evidence relates to how a democracy 

already in existence, can be best sustained and not how a democratic system 

come into existence. The focus of the analysis is on shared values rather 

than individual or personal values. 

 

Data 

A sample of 900 respondents participated in the study. For ease of analysis 

our sample was categorized into ethnic groupings (Yorubas, 

Hausa/Fulanis, Ibos and Minorities) as well as sexes (male and female). 

55.2% of the respondents were male while 44.8% were female. The 

proportion of the Yorubas in the sample was 29.8%; Ibos, 27.6%; 

Hausa/Fulanis 14.1% and Minorities 20.1%. The distribution of the 

respondents by occupation showed that most of them were civil servants 

and teachers, followed by business people, traders and artisans/craft-men. 

A very large proportion of the sample (51%), were married, at the time of 

the survey.  

 

The principal systematic bias is in the small size of Hausa/Fulanis in the 

sample. However, to the extent that ethnic groupings are themselves a 

basic unit of analysis, this bias is reduced in importance. The assumption 

is that the Hausa/Fulanis' who were included were the same kind of 

people as those who were excluded. The Hausa/Fulanis' in the sample 

are representative of the larger Hausa-Fulanis population. 
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Concepts and measurements 

A wide range of values have become associated with liberal democracy. 

The measurements carried out in this work are however, limited to two 

core values: Rights’ Consciousness and Interpersonal / groups trust.  

 

Rights Consciousness 

Rights consciousness is an important dimension of democratic values. 

It relates to the degree to which citizens are conscious of their rights and 

are willing to assert them. The degree to which citizens are cognizant of 

their rights has implications for democratic political development. In 

the first place, rights consciousness results in greater demands by the 

citizenry for the advancement and protection of individual and 

collective political, social and economic rights. Secondly, high level of 

rights consciousness constrains institutions within democracies. 

Thirdly, rights consciousness shows the extents to which citizens are 

active participants in government as opposed to being passive 

recipients of government. Democracy gets threatened when 

governmental authority is too readily accepted. Indeed, passive citizens 

who are unwilling to always assert their rights against infringement by 

governmental and non-governmental institutions are not helping the 

course of democracy. The rights that citizens claim for themselves are 

an important aspect of the authority relationships between government 

and the governed (Eckstein, 1966). Above all, "rights conscious citizenry 

represents an important check on the existence of arbitrary power by 

governmental authorities and arbitrary power is of course an anathema 

to democracy" (Almond and Verba 1963:483). 

 

In measuring ‘subjective political competence’, Almond and Verba (1963) 

argued that rights consciousness is an important prerequisite to democratic 

political development. They pointed out that citizens in a democratic 

political culture develop a conception of certain rights vis-a-vis 

governmental and non-governmental authorities. Citizens expectation that 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies                      www.phjournalofhistorydiplomaticstudies.com                     
 

A Survey of Support for Liberal Democratic Values within the Nigerian Public   100 

they will receive equal treatment from governmental authorities was used 

by Almond and Verba (1963) as their measure of subjective competence. 

They found out that rights consciousness was higher in the more matured 

democracies (e.g. United States and United Kingdom) than in less 

developed and newer democracies (e.g. Mexico and Italy) in the 60s.  

 

To measure commitments to rights’ consciousness, Gibson and Duch (1990) 

formulated a scale, which asked their respondents to indicate whether a 

series of rights ought to be protected always or whether it depends on 

circumstance. Based on the number of their respondents that laid claim to 

all rights about which they were queried and whether they were willing to 

claim them always, Gibson and Duch, were able to conclude on the rights' 

consciousness levels of their sample(s). This study followed the lead of 

Gibson and Duch. Respondents were asked to indicate whether a series of 

rights ought to be protected always or whether it depends on 

circumstances.  

As an index of rights consciousness, the average of responses to my eleven 

items were taken and scored “don't know” as 0, "depends on the 

circumstance" as 5 and "always" be respected as 10. The mid-point of the 

110 - point rights consciousness scale is 55. The normal response is not the 

mid-point of the scale. The normal response is reflected by scores above the 

mid-point of the scale. Majority of the respondents scored above the mid-

point. The mean score of the entire sample is 77.13 indicating some level of 

support for rights consciousness among the respondents. 

 

Interpersonal Trust 

Trust is the expectation that another person’s behaviour will be predictably 

friendly while distrust is the expectation that another person’s behaviour 

will be harmful or unpredictable. Trust or distrust predispose one to 

interpret another person’s actions as friendly or threatening when 

ambiguity exists or under condition of imperfect information (Inglehart, 

1990:396-397).  
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Interpersonal trust is generally accepted by comparative political scientists 

as a vital part of the cultural milieu that is conducive to the viability of 

democracy (Bonafield 1958; Almond and Verba 1963).  Interpersonal trust 

facilitates the emergence of democratic institutions and it is crucial to 

political co-operation. Organizations based on reciprocal influences are 

difficult to form and maintain in an atmosphere of distrust. Conflicts are 

more threatening among people who distrust one another. Trust or distrust 

between groups is a variable not a constant and subject to change 

(Inglehart, 1990:397). The main thing about this variable is that it is not 

based on the expectation of its justification (March and Oslem 1969:27). 

 

To measure support for this dimension of democratic values among the 

Nigerian public, a group of items developed by Morris Rosenberg 

(1957:340 - 45) were modified and expanded. The question asked, required 

the respondents to make judgements about the behaviour of fellow 

Nigerians. The measure was designed to capture both the entire 

configuration of trust and distrust towards people and also intergroup 

trust and distrust patterns. Evidence of the trust worthiness of the different 

ethnic groupings from the perspective of the Nigerian public was also 

sought. To deal with the last issue, the respondents were asked to indicate 

the ethnic group they trust the most to rule their country and also, the one 

they distrust the most to rule. Tables 5 and 6 show the pattern of responses. 

 

Data Analysis and Findings 

Rights Consciousness  

The scores of the respondents in the Support for Right Consciousness Scale 

are presented and analyzed in this section of the work.   
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Table 1: RIGHTS CONSCIOUSNESS LEVEL (Percentage of 

Respondents Asserting that stated Rights Ought to be Respected Always) 

 

   Rights N % 

Freedom of worship 765 84.9 

Right to education 711 79.2 

Freedom of speech 666 73.6 

Right to work 639 71.0 

Freedom of association 594 65.8 

Freedom of the press 648 72.0 

Right to private property 693 76.9 

Equality before the law 720 79.8 

Right to travel abroad 513 56.9 

Right to privacy 675 75.0 

Right of appeal 585 65.3 

 

Table 1, shows the percentage of respondents asserting that the various 

rights ought to always be respected. What became obvious from the table 

is that ordinary Nigerians view themselves as entitled to many rights. A 

sizeable minority do say that the rights on which they were queried ought 

to be protected depending on the circumstance, but the norm is to say 

always be protected irrespective of the circumstance. Each of the rights 

were seen as what ought to be protected always by majority of the 

respondents. In the absence of a comparative data, it is difficult to say much 

about the data in table 1. It would have been very interesting to find out 

whether the levels of support for each of the rights is an improvement or 

otherwise. Freedom of worship has the highest percentage (84.9) followed 

by equality before the law (79.8) and right to education (79.2). Right to 

travel abroad scored lowest with 56.9 percent. 
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Table 2: Scores of ethnic groupings as well as male and female 

respondents in the Support for Right Consciousness Scale 

Variables Mean Score 

Sex: 

Male 

Female 

 

Ethnic Groupings: 

Yorubas 

Ibos 

Hausa/Fulanis 

Minorities  

 

76.93 

76.56 

 

 

80.16 

77.26 

74.42 

74.42 

Total Sample: 77.13 

 

How is rights consciousness distributed within the Nigeria public? To 

answer this question the mean scores of two different social structure 

variables in the sample: sex and ethnic groupings were analysed. Table 2 

shows the mean scores of the different ethnic groupings in the rights 

consciousness scale. The Yorubas scored highest 80.16 while the 

Hausa/Fulanis scored the least, (74.37). This suggests that the Yorubas are 

the most rights conscious ethnic group and the Hausa/Fulanis the least 

rights conscious ethnic group within our sample. To ensure that the finding 

is not due to chance, a significant test using ANOVA was carried out. 
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TABLE 3: RESULT OF SPSS/PC+ COMPUTED ANOVA STATISTICS 

(RIGHT CONSCIOUSNESS BY ETHNIC GROUPINGS) 

 

Sources of 

variation  

Sum of sq.  

squares 

DF Mean 

Square 

F Sig.of.

F               

Main effects 43.104 3 1586.633 1111.06

1 
.000 

Ethnic 

Groupings 
43.104 3 1586.633 1111.061 .000 

Explained 43.104 3 1586.633 1 11.061 .000 

Residual 11247.674      890 143.433   

Total 11290.799 893 148.710   

997 Cases were processed. 

174 Cases (17.5 PCT) were missing. 

 

Table 3: shows the SPSS/PC ANOVA Statistics. The F value (11.61) is 

statistically significant at.00 significance level. This shows that there is an 

association between ethnic groupings and support for rights 

consciousness. Implying that support for rights consciousness in 

contemporary Nigeria differs by ethnic groupings. The Yorubas tend to be 

more conscious of their rights than the Hausa/Fulanis, Ibos and Minorities; 

while Ibos are more rights conscious than the Hausa/Fulanis and the 

minorities. The Hausa/Fulanis are the least conscious of civic rights within 

the sample.  

 

Next, are the findings with respect to sex.  As shown in Table 2, the male 

respondents scored 76.93 while female respondents scored 76.56. To be 

sure that the observed differences in the scores are not due to chance, I also 

carried out ANOVA test and the result is presented in table 4. 

 

 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies                      www.phjournalofhistorydiplomaticstudies.com                     
 

A Survey of Support for Liberal Democratic Values within the Nigerian Public   105 

TABLE 4:   RESULT OF SPSS/PC+COMPUTED ANOVA STATISTICS 

(RIGHTS CONSCIOUSNESS BY SEX) 

Sources of 

variation  

Sum of sq. 

squares 

DF Mean 

Square 

F Sig.of.

F   Main effects 3 1.431 1 31.431 .192 .000 

VI 31.431 1 31.431 .192 .000 

Explained 31.431 1 31.431 .192 .000 

Residual 144660.464 895 163.631   

Total 146391.895 896 163.383   

 

997 Cases were processed. 

100 Cases (17.5 PCT) were missing. 

 

As indicated in Table 4, the F value (.192) is not statistically significant, even 

at .05 significance level. Therefore, there is no association between sex and 

support for rights consciousness. Nigerian men and women have the same 

amount of support for rights consciousness. 

 

Interpersonal\Group Trust  

In this section, we will be looking at our data as they relate to 

interpersonal/ethnic groupings trust patterns. The focus is on the extent to 

which members of the Nigerian public have trust and confidence in their 

fellow political actors. 
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Table 5: Most Trusted Ethnic Group by General Public and Ethnic 

Groupings 

 
 

 

Yorubas      Ibos Hausa/Fu

lanis 

 Southern 

Minorities 

  

Northern 

 

Minoritie

s 

      Total 

 N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Hausa/Ful

anis 

65 24.3 73 29.8 60 47.2 41 22.7 20 32.2 260 29.3 

Ibos 29 10.8 74 36.7 41 32.4 33 12.7 20 32.2 204 23.0 

Yorubas 102 38.1 25 10.2 5 3.9 23 12.7 5 8.1 160 18.1 

Minorities 14 5.2 14 5.6 7 5.5 33 18.2 7 11.3 75 8.5 

None 5 16.4 26 10.5 7 5.5 36 19.9 5 8.3 118 11.3 

All 2 1.9 2 8 1 8 8 4.4 - - 16 1.8 

No Option 2 0.7 5 200 1 8 8 4.4 - - 16 1.8 

No 

Response 

7 2.6 11 4.4 5 3.9 9 5.0 5 8.1 37 4.2 

Total 268 100 248 100 127 100 181 100 62 100 886 100 
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Table 6: Most Distrusted Ethnic Group by General Public and Ethnic 

Groupings 

 
 Yorubas      Ibos Hausa/ 

Fulanis 

 Southern 

Minorities 

  Northern 

 Minorities 

      Total 

 N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Hausa/Fu

lanis 

34 12.7 30 12.1 20 15.7 26 14.4 6 9.7 116 13.1 

Ibos 132 49.3 58 23.4 23 18.1 51 28.2 19 30.6 283 31.9 

Yorubas 30 11.2 86 34.7 56 44.1 18 9.9 18 27.1 208 23.9 

Minorities 3 1.1 10 4.0 6 4.7 27 14.9 10 16.1 56 6.3 

None 31 11.6 42 16.9 2 1.6 24 13.3 26 19.7 105 11.9 

All 17 6.3 5 1.2 6 4.7 18 9.9 - - 46 5.2 

No 

Option 

2 0.7 3 1.2 2 1.6 5 2.8 - - 12 1.4 

No 

Response 

19 7.1 14 5.6 12 9.5 12 6.6 3 4.8 60 6.8 

Total 268 100 248 100 12

7 

100 181 100 62 100 886 100 

 

Table 5 and table 6 shows the relative levels of trust and distrust towards 

the various ethnic groupings, as expressed by the Nigerian public. There 

was a wide range of variation in the rating of the different groupings. 29.3 

percent of the public in contemporary Nigeria trust the Hausa/Fulanis the 

most while 13.1 percent distrust them the most. 23 percent trust the Ibos the 

most, while 31.9 percent distrust them the most. 18.1 percent trust the 

Yorubas the most while 23.9 distrust them the most. 

Besides the trend in the general public, evidence is also provided of the 

preferences of each of the different ethnic groupings. As shown in table 6, 

the Hausa/Fulanis would trust the Ibos more than the Yorubas, and the 

minorities to rule the country. The Hausa/Fulanis trust rating ranges from 

32.4%, 3.9%, 5.5%, for the Ibos, Yorubas and minorities respectively. The 

Ibos’ choice ranges from 29.7%, 10.2% and 5.6% for Hausa/Fulanis, Yorubas 
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and minorities respectively. The Yorubas rating ranges from 24.3%, 10.8% 

and 5.2% for Hausa/Fulanis, Ibos and minorities rating ranges from 22.7%, 

18.2%, 12.7%, 12.7% for Hausa/Fulanis, minorities, Yorubas and Ibos 

respectively. Northern minorities’ rating ranges from 32.2%, 32.2%, 11.3% 

and 8.1% for Hausa/Fulanis, Ibos, Minorities and Yorubas respectively. An 

interesting aspect of table 6 is the percentage of each of the ethnic groups 

that will not trust any other group. It ranges from 19.9%, 16.4%, 10.5%, 8.1% 

and 5.5% for Southern minorities, Yorubas, Ibos, Northern Minorities and 

Hausa/Fulanis respectively. 

 

With respect to distrust, evidence from the survey as shown in table 6 

shows that the Ibos are the most distrusted ethnic group to rule. The 

combined rating of the general public ranges from 31.9%, 23.9%, 13.1% and 

6.3% for the Ibos, Yorubas and Hausa/Fulanis respectively. Ethnic 

groupings’ direction of distrust is also very interesting. The Yorubas 

distrust rating of other groups range from 49.3%, 12.7% and 1.1% for the 

Ibos, Hausa/Fulani and minorities respectively. The Hausa/Fulanis rating 

shows 44.1%, 18.1% and 4.7% for Yorubas, Ibos and minorities respectively. 

The Ibos rating of other groups shows, 34.7%, 12.1% and 4.0% for Yoruba; 

Hausa/Fulanis and minorities respectively. Trust and distrust within the 

Nigerian public are not focused but pluralistic. The Ibos are the most 

distrusted group to rule, but by only 31.9 percent of the public and are 

trusted most by 23.0 percent of the general public.  

 

The researcher also took a look at the data with respect to the entire 

configuration of trust towards people generally. The mid-point of the 20 - 

point interpersonal trust scale is 10. The extent to which the respondents 

score fall above or below this mid- point was utilized as the measure of the 

level of support for interpersonal trust in the Nigerian public. The nature 

of the scale of measurement is such that; the higher the mean score, the 

lower the support for interpersonal trust. Conversely, the lower the mean 

score the higher the support for interpersonal trust. Thus scores above 10-
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point indicates low support. The mean scores are based on overall position 

of each respondent with respect to our items. Table 7 presents the scores of 

the entire public as well as the different ethnic groupings and sexes. 

 

TABLE7: Mean scores of ethnic groupings as well as male and 

female respondents in interpersonal trust scale. 

 

 Variables N Mean Scores 

 Sex:  

Male 
497 10.99 

 Female 400 1 1.44 
 Ethnic Groupings: 

Yorubas 
267 1 1.84 

 Ibos 248 10.47 
 Hausa/Fulanis 127 11.13 

 Minorities 181 11.03 

 Total Sample 900 11.18 

 

The score of the entire sample as shown in Table 7 is 11.18, which indicates 

a low or weak support for inter- personal trust within the Nigerian public. 

How did the various ethnic groupings perform with respect to inter-

personal trust? As indicated in Table 7, the Yorubas scored more than the 

Ibos; the Hausa/Fulanis and the minorities. The Hausa/Fulanis scored 

higher than minorities and the Ibos while the minorities scored higher than 

the Ibos; indicating that the Ibos are the most trustful of other Nigerians. 

To ensure that the result is not due to chance, ANOVA test was carried out. 
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Table 8: Result Of Spss/Pc+ Computed Anova Statistics (Interpersonal 

Trust By Ethnic Groupings) 

 

Sources of  Sum of DF Mean Square F Signific

ant Variation Square    of F 
Main 

Effects 

244,806 3 81,602 7.235 .000 

Ethnic 

Group 
244,806 3 81,602 7.235 .000 

Explained 244,806 819 1 1,279 7.235 .000 

Residual 9237,403 819 11,257   

Total 9482,209 822 148.736   

 

997: Cases were processed. 

174 Cases (17.5 PCT) were missing. 

 

Table 8 shows the results of SPSS/PC computed ANOVA Statistics. The F 

value (7.235) associated with interpersonal trust and ethnic groupings, is 

statistically significant at .00 level. That means that interpersonal trust 

differs by ethnic groupings. The Yorubas, tend to be less supportive of 

interpersonal trust than the Hausa/Fulanis, Minorities and Ibos. The 

Hausa/Fulanis are less supportive than the Ibos and minorities while the 

minorities tend to be less supportive of interpersonal trust than the Ibos. 

Next, is the evidence of gender position in support for interpersonal trust. 

 

Are Nigerian men more trusting of fellow Nigerians than Nigerian women? 

The scores as indicated in Table 7 are 10.99 for men and 11.44 for women; 

indicating that women 1.55 points less supportive than men in the 

interpersonal trust scale. How significant is this result? Table 9 shows the 

SPSS/PC + computed ANOVA statistics. 
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Table 9: Result Of Spss/Pc+ Computed Anova Statistics (Trust 

By Sex) 

Sources of variation Sum of squares      DF       Mean Square         F          

Sign. of F                                 

 

Main effects 44.092 1 44,092 3.504 .068 

Sex 44.092 1 44.092 3.504 .068 

Explained 1163.542 1 1 1.279  3.504 .068 

Residual 1 1263.542 895 11263.542   

Total 11307.634 895 12.585   

997 Cases were processed. 

100 Cases (10.0 PCT) were missing. 

 

The F value (3.504) associated with interpersonal trust and sex is 

statistically significant at .07significance level. This shows that there is a 

significant difference between men and women in the levels of support for 

interpersonal trust. The scores in the interpersonal trust scale varied for 

men and women. It suggests that men and women in contemporary 

Nigeria have different amount of support for interpersonal trust. Men have 

higher level of support for interpersonal trust than women. 

 

Summary and Conclusions 

The major contribution of this study is the empirical determination of the 

level of commitment of the sample to the requisite attitudes and values 

necessary for the survival of liberal democratic political development. The 

study has identified areas where the sample and consequently the 

population from which the sample was drawn, is weak and strong. The 

study also provides evidence of ethnic groupings as well as female and 

male support patterns. Overall, it was observed that, the two dimensions 

of liberal democratic values measured in the study do not enjoy the same 
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amount of support within the Nigeria public. While a large proportion of 

the sample population was willing to claim variety of rights of citizenship, 

the balance of evidence with respect to interpersonal trust, suggests that it 

enjoys low level of commitment within the sample. Support for rights’ 

consciousness and interpersonal trust varied by ethnic groupings. And the 

results are significant. 

 

The common place idea that Nigerian women are more supportive of 

democratic values was not supported by our data. The mean score of 

women in support for interpersonal trust scale is 1.55 points more than that 

of men, indicating that men have higher level of support for interpersonal 

trust than women in contemporary Nigeria. With respect to rights’ 

consciousness, the data analysis shows that male and female respondents 

in our sample have basically the same mean scores. Although the data 

showed a score of 76.93 for male and 76.56 for female, it however, proved 

statistically insignificant even with 5 percent error margin. Therefore, there 

is no association between the sex of Nigerians and their support for rights 

consciousness. This finding is interesting. Women in the Nigerian public 

have a unique pattern of socialization with respect to how much one can 

get from the male dominated Nigerian state. However, there have been 

series of governmental and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) like 

National Council of Women Societies (NCWS), National Orientation 

Agency (NOA), which initiated programmes of women mobilization and 

participation, a factor that seems to encourage women consciousness of 

their civil rights. 

 

Conclusion 

In so far as democratic development rest on the support of its core values, 

and available evidence suggests that it does, then, judging by the findings 

of this study, liberal democratic institutions and processes have some 

prospects of survival in contemporary Nigeria. The observed patterns of 

support for dimension of liberal democratic values indicates positive 
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prospect for the survival of liberal democracy in Nigeria. By themselves, 

our dimensions of democratic values are not necessarily decisive. They are 

individually, components of a complex system of causal factors. However, 

combined they constitute an important motivational factor that in the long 

run tends to encourage democratic political development. Thus, inertia in 

bringing about changes in those areas of weakness could lead to negative 

results. The two dimensions of democratic values measured in the work 

are variables that can improve or deteriorate depending on the prevailing 

situation. Notably, the propensity to trust others is not a fixed genetic 

characteristics; it is cultural, being shaped by the historical experiences of a 

given people and therefore is subject to change. 
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