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Abstract 

It was like sitting on a keg of gunpowder when nations elected 

leaders they had to ceaselessly worry about their health conditions. 

Moreover, when such leaders came with the additional baggage of 

discredited elections, then, not only were they abstracted, but also 

chances were that they were susceptible to all manners of people with 

vested interests, masquerading as do-gooders. That was evident in 

Nigeria’s Yar’Adua’s case. His administration was impeded by a 

discredited election and ill health even, as he was pre-occupied with 

the issues of politics and personal survival right from his first day 

in office. The paper critically appraised President Umaru Musa 

Yar’adua’s short-lived administration and portrayed succinctly but 

vividly, the achievements that were accredited to the afore-named 

administration. It brought to the fore the lessons learnt from the said 

administration. The paper concluded that in spite of the fact that the 

Yar’Adua’s administration was marred by the flaws of the electoral 

process that brought him to power, the ill health that dogged his 

tenure and untimely death and the dramatic circumstances that 

surrounded his exit, yet, his administration definitely espoused 

credible ideas which pointed to the direction to follow - the 

redirection of the course of the nation. The paper supported its 

claims with copious examples from secondary sources.  
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Introduction 

 Going down memory lane, it seemed that President Umaru Musa 

Yar’Adua was not prepared for the position of the executive president. 

Also, it appeared that his party, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), was 

unprepared too since it had no manifesto. Consequently, it is a truism to 

state that a political godfather entrusted the post of Presidency to him out 

of pity or it was a deception. Nevertheless, two months into office, on 

August 1, 2007, he came up with a policy tagged the “Seven Point Agenda” 

as the main thrust of his administration. Obviously, the Seven Point Agenda 

which constituted the legal framework and policy thrust included: 

 

(i) Power and energy; 

(ii) Security, where he decided to treat security as a critical 

infrastructure;  

(iii) Oil affairs;  

(iv) Education;  

(v) Land reform/Food security;  

(vi) Transport sector; and  

(vii) Niger Delta Issues. 1      

 

 However, the rhetorical question remained: was Yar’Adua’s seven 

point agenda a complete failure or a colossal waste of resources? 

Consequently, the paper has been divided into sections. The first section is 

an introduction while section two surveys Yar’adua’s Seven Point Agenda 

in a critical analysis, and the last is the summary and conclusion. 

 

Yar’Adua’s Seven Point Agenda 

The Rule of Law 

 Immediately President Yar’Adua was sworn into office on May 29, 

2007, he left no one in doubt that his administration would work by the rule 

of law and insist on due process. Within twenty-four hours he received the 
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Baroness, Jan Royall, a Chief Whip from the British Government in charge 

of Foreign and Commonwealth office. President Yar’Adua re-assured the 

whole world of his wholesome commitment to the rule of law. He said that 

he would assure the Chief Justice of the Federation that he would support 

any moves for an independent and strong judiciary. Therefore, it was not 

surprising that on June 14, 2007, Yar’Adua refused to interfere in the judicial 

matter at the Supreme Court between Andy Uba of the ruling People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP) and Peter Obi of the All Progessive Grand Alliance 

(APGA) of Anambra State. Unfortunately, his party PDP lost out, as the 

Supreme Court restored Peter Obi and asked Andy Uba who had been 

sworn in as governor of Anambra State to vacate the seat for Peter Obi. In 

the words of the Supreme Court judge “there being no dispute that 

governor Obi took his oath of office on March 17, 2006. 2  

 Moreso, President Yar’Adua’s move to stave-off the stalemate that 

existed for years between former President Olusegun Obasanjo and the 

former governor of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed Tinubu vis-à-vis the creation 

of development councils which increased from twenty to thirty-two. 

Because of Yar’adua’s non-intervention, the case ended at the Supreme 

Court in favour of Lagos State. Yet, Obasanjo refused to obey the verdict of 

the Supreme Court. The coming of Yar’Adua as the President of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria catalyzed the implementation of the Supreme Court 

judgment and the release of the twenty one billion naira owed the State and 

at the instance of a delegation of prominent Yoruba stakeholders led by 

Prince Bola Ajibola (SAN). 3        

 

The Niger Delta Amnesty Deal 

 The Niger Delta Amnesty Deal was a challenge that President 

Yar’Adua stressed in his seven point agenda. He devised means to turn the 

grim situation in the Niger Delta region around. His administration 

itemized two major issues that must be tackled in order to nip the crisis in 

the bud. First, President Yar’Adua dictated the challenge of development 
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following decades of neglect and burgeoning rate of criminality that was 

characterized by spates of kidnappings, arson and vandalization.  4   

 Moreover, another teething problem was that all the contractors that 

were duly mobilized to execute projects in the Niger Delta region 

abandoned them. Again, the cost of renegotiating the projects was almost 

thrice the original costs. Consequently, there was the need to first have a 

town hall meeting with the peoples of the Niger Delta, aimed at reassuring 

them of his administration’s commitment to dealing with the challenges of 

degradation, compensation and the implementation of corporate oil 

responsibilities to the people. To achieve these, a committee was set up to 

appraise the fifteen years Niger Delta Master Plan that was developed by 

the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC). The President 

personally chaired the first Niger Delta summit where the governors were 

present and finally, the then Vice President, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan to the 

creek to discuss with militants and other stakeholders. Yar’Adua was 

convinced that a peaceful resolution of the Niger Delta crises could only be 

a process and not an event and that it should transcend the familiar terrain 

of endless debates on resource control. Yet, it was made explicit from the 

beginning that a new outlook that downplayed constitutional issues in 

favour of well thought out processes was preferred and the summit was 

one of them.  

 However, violence in the Niger Delta persisted incessantly, in spite 

of all the measures put in place. Light and heavy weapons were procured 

in the region unchecked. Nonetheless, when the news reached Yar’Adua 

that Henry Okah, believed to be the leader of the Movement for the 

Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and also the person that was 

responsible for the smuggling of more than sixty percent of the arms and 

ammunitions into the Niger Delta region, had been arrested in Angola, he 

asked for his extradition to Nigeria. Okah was alleged to be involved in the 

massive theft of arms and ammunitions from the Nigerian Army in Kaduna 

and Jaji, among other armouries; and whose officers were enthusiastic in 

apprehending him. Therefore, with the extradition of Henry Okah to 
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Nigeria, 5 a sixty two-count charge was filed against Okah. But, on the long 

run, after the findings of the commission set up for the Niger Delta by the 

President were submitted, it advised that within six months steps should 

be taken in support of disarming the militants and the negotiation of the 

release of Henry Okah. Besides, the report was to create the enable 

environment for the amnesty by setting up a demobilization, disarmament 

and rehabilitation commission, with a negotiation by all militants to stop 

kidnappings, hostage takings and attacks on oil installations. Later when 

Okah was persuaded to corporate with the government, all criminal cases 

against him were amnestied and dismissed. He was now turned into a 

useful instrument in the Niger Delta region and so many hidden arms and 

ammunition were surrendered to the government by many of the militants 

in the region.  

 On Saturday 14, 2009, Henry Okah and his “Aaron Team” that 

comprised Amagbe Kentebe; Admiral Okhai Akhigbe (rtd), Fara Dagogo; 

General Luke Aprezi (rtd); and Professor Wole Soyinka who stated that he 

was attending just as an observer, to meet with the President at the 

presidential villa; on the same old Niger Delta issues. President Yar’Adua 

reassured them of his government’s total commitment to resolving the said 

Niger Delta challenges. It should be recalled that on November 16, 2009, 

Yar’adua received Egbogah, who presented his ideas of equity matrix for 

the Niger Delta region, after which the president knew that the enduring 

peace in the Niger Delta remained imperative, if any efforts towards the 

development of Nigeria’s oil and gas sector is to be achieved. Yar’Adua 

believed that no matter the cost of the Post-amnesty process, the end would 

ultimately justify the means. Therefore, he was putting everything on line 

for the programme to succeed. His plan was that before his official 

scheduled two day visit to River State on November 28 and 29, 2009 the 

details of the concrete agenda for Niger Delta would have been finalized, 

for him to announce. He was moreso, to hold a town hall meeting with 

stakeholders from Niger Delta. Unfortunately, it turned out by November 
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23, that his health has deteriorated to the point that he had to be flown to 

Saudi Arabia. The rest was history. 6  

 

The Oil and Gas Industry 

 Another issue that Yar’Adua attempted addressing was the oil and 

gas industry and sought for a holistic review of the management structure 

of the industry, since it was so important in order to serve the interest of 

Nigerians. The President often viewed Brazil’s Petrobas as a model to 

which Nigeria should emulate.  This made him to have much interest in the 

Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB), which was anticipated to ensure that the 

nation could make optimum gains, directly and indirectly within the oil 

and gas value chain streams, thereby, creating wider room for the 

participating of stakeholders while, enhancing transparency. Furthermore, 

this same bill was to harness opportunities, as well as, to address the 

challenges found in the sector. Yar’Adua was dearly committed to the 

passage of the bill into law and also, in the execution of the Petroleum 

Industry Bill (PIB) irrespective of the oppositions from the IOC’s. His 

driving force was the joy in seeing that important choices were made in the 

nation’s interest and not in knowing how the opposing interests felt.  

 Surprisingly, the existing operating companies in the sector opposed 

the passage of the bill because it initiated a number of innovations that 

affected the recent fiscal method that governed oil and gas operation in 

Nigeria. Few of the innovations entailed that all the companies involved in 

the upstream exploration operations would be needed to pay Income Tax. 

The bill further created the Nigerian Hydrocarbon Tax (NHT), which is 

simply petroleum profit tax. Again, the execution of the bill would procure 

the nation with greater take for deep offshore fields and higher government 

take for onshore and shallow waters. Most imperatively, the Petroleum 

Industry Bill (PIB) was to introduce a recent acreage control system with 

serious relinquishment procedure that would make room for new investors 

locally and internationally, to enlist and make contributions to the 

advancement of the industry. Consequently, existing operators in the 
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country would be obliged to give back certain acreages from recent oil 

prospecting licenses and oil mining leases, except with regard to acreages 

with production activities or acreages would be developed in the near 

future. 7   Against this background, a vital meeting was held between the 

government and Shell International in the first week of March 2008. 

   The outcome of this meeting did not go down well with Shell 

International because, the visiting CEO, Mr. Jeroen Van Der Veer, 

marshaled out the company’s fear about the bill but , the president 

scrupulous reassurance that Shell’s interest would always be considered in 

any move, created a moduviviendi between the government and Shell 

International. This rapprochement was rather short lived, as Yar’Adua two 

months after, ordered NNPC to take steps to recover outstanding payments 

of about two billion Us dollars due to the federal government from Shell 

and Exxon Mobil on the production sharing contracts (PSCs) for Bonga and 

Erha oilfields. It is important to state here that Shell’s opposition to the fiscal 

provision of the PIB was one induced only by profit. For there was no truth 

in the allegation by Shell that the PIB fiscal system was the harshest in the 

world. It was alleged by the government that attempts were made by Shell 

to compromise Nigerian law makers, in the passage of the bill.  According 

to Egbogah in an interview with the Punch Newspapers of November 17, 

2009:  

 

The oil companies are taking the Senators to 

Ghana to feed them, going to labour people to 

bribe them . . . But we know our roles and we 

know what to do and how to do it. They are not 

to educate us on how to do that. We will take 

our destiny in our hands and Nigerians will 

begin to see the benefits. It will not happen 

today, it will take sometime, but everyone will 

realize we are doing this for ourselves. 8    
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Banking Reform and Allied Matters 

 Until President Yar’Adua was flown to Saudi Arabia in November 

2009, his commitment to the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) reform was 

never any way in doubt. But due to the political upheaval created by his 

sickness and his prolonged absence from Nigeria, gave some of the bankers 

audacity to network with the new power brokers in a bid to stage a 

comeback based on the cold calculations that, peradventure they support 

Goodluck Jonathan, he would reform the bank agenda. But to their chagrin, 

this was never to happen.  

 The challenge of the global financial meltdown in relation to 

Nigeria’s economy, grew in intensity by the end of 2008, and raised much 

anxiety for different governments. This state of affairs compelled the then 

Central Bank of Nigeria Governor,  Chukwuma Soludo, to address a 

Federal Executive Council (FEC) meeting in February 2009 during which 

he alerted the members of the implications of the global meltdown for the 

Nigerian economy. His presentation dwelt on the reasons for the crisis; 

effects on national economies; the global and country responses and 

threats, opportunities and the way forward to Nigeria. To Soludo, the 

effects would include the collapse of commodity prices, particularly oil. 

The shrinking of internal revenue, declining capital inflows into the 

economy, de-accumulation of foreign reserves and pressure on exchange 

rate. This was not to go without the threats of pressure on foreign reserves 

and exchange rate, fiscal burden and threats of abandoning of projects, 

possibilities of reduced confidence in the business sector and political 

pressure to spend the Excess Crude Account (ESCROW ACCOUNT). Yet, 

Soludo did not envisage any prospects for doom, rather he speculated 

opportunities for the country. 

 It was a truism that many members of the Federal Executive Council 

(FEC) did not share Soludo’s view of a doom less future, more especially 

on his incontrovertible prediction about the state of the banks, 

predominantly, the state governors present. Also, from the viewpoint of 

some of the members in the private sector, Soludo was either not aware of 
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the present state of the banks or that he was purposely putting a luster on 

their malaise in order to see if his term could be renewed for another four 

years, since he was three months closed to the expiration of his first four 

years tenure.  

 Later, President Yar’Adua set up in January 2009, a presidential 

steering committee, that he personally chaired, with an order to assess the 

impact of the global economic crisis on Nigeria, as regards the nation’s 

annual budget, financial and commodity markets. The aim was to 

recommend appropriate macro-economic policy responses to revamp the 

economy and to come up with more practical measures, aimed at restoring 

the confidence of investors and boosting production in real sector. 9   It is 

worthy of note that four governors, Adams Oshiomhole (Edo State), 

Babatunde Fashola (Lagos State), Bukola Saraki (Kwara State) and Isa 

Yuguda (Bauchi State), and the ministers of Finance, National Planning, 

and Petroleum, as well as the Chief Economic Adviser to the President. The 

president of National Economic Summit group, Bismark Rewane, an 

economist, Tony Elumelu, representing the Bankers’ Committee, Alhaji 

Aliko Dangote, representing Nigerian Industrialists and CBN Governor, 

Soludo, were all members of the summit.  

 Palpable disagreements ranged among committee members for 

different reasons that stemmed from the exigency of market stability to 

issues of national equity. Some members thought that Igbo people were not 

well represented in the government and opted for the renewal of Soludo’s 

tenure as CBN Governor. Yuguda, a son in-law to the President, accused 

Soludo of prevaricating with issues regarding the real state of the banks 

and economy. However, the opinion of the President for laying off Soludo 

was more or less glaring, as he described as ugly a situation where 

journalists daily speculated about the health of the nation’s banking 

industry. Depositors and creditors became doubtful of the safety of their 

savings. The entire populace became distrustful of the Central Bank of 

Nigeria (CBN) figures and information on banking industry. Sanusi 

Lamido Sanusi was appointed to replace Charles Soludo as the Central 
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Bank of Nigeria’s governor, with the retention of the Deputy Governor of 

the Central Bank of Nigeria under Soludo, Babatunde Lemo, after the 

Senate had confirmed their nominations.  

 There was much sanitizing as Sanusi discovered damming reports 

of abuses about five banks and had ten banks reviewed. For instance, a 

bank’s executive misappropriated funds from the bank to purchase private 

jets yet were registered in the name of a son. Another banker used 

depositors’ money to buy eighty percent of the bank’s Initial Purchase 

Order (IPO) and repaid only N25 per share when the shares were traded at 

#11 on the Nigerian Stock Exchange and the shares later collapsed to under 

N3. Furthermore, another CEO of another bank controlled over thirty five 

percent of the bank through a crooked deal in which customers deposits 

were being borrowed. 10   At last, these five CEO’s were sacked by Sanusi 

after receiving authorization from the president. The CEO’s affected were-

Okey Nwosu (Finbank); Sabastian Adigwe (Afribank); Erastus Akingbola 

(Intercontinental Bank); Bartholomew Ebong (Union Bank) ; and Mrs. 

Cecelia Ibru (Oceanic Bank). Of course, it is worth noting that Yar’Adua 

helped to sanitize the banks by putting the weight of his office behind CBN 

reform, which saw to the removal and subsequent trial of some chief 

executives of the banks, even when his family had substantial interest in 

one of the affected banks. 

 

Corruption and the Ibori Saga   

 Yar’Adua’s administration did not treat issues of corruption with lip 

service. Unprecedentedly, he took the decision to publicly declare his 

assets. He, in fact, came into office exuding a character of integrity. 

Nevertheless, weeks after he was sworn into office, a bad image was 

painted about him. It was alleged that he was leading a government that 

was shielding the shady. Worst still, the president did not perceive clearly 

what many Nigerian and even members of his kitchen cabinet member 

could see gaudily; that the seeming connivance between Michael Kaase 

Aondoakaa (the Attorney General and Minister of Justice and that of the 
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former Governor of Delta State, James Ibori, was impeding the reputation 

of his administration, as well as, marring his own personal integrity. In 

addition, it was not surprising to see both the British and American 

government, viewing the Yar’Adua’s administration through the negative 

lens, particularly, as regarded to the clear lenient treatment of James Ibori.   

 Consequently, it appeared on the side of United States that the 

president’s much vaunted pledge to lucidity and responsibility was 

measured with the yardstick of the Ribadu/Ibori saga, as it was on the 

frontline of Wikileaks daily news. Explicitly, Yar’Adua captured a 

complete and institutional approach to fighting corruption, but sadly, this 

was browbeaten by some devious officials who had little or no regard for 

the rule of law. Nonetheless, as a man at whose desk the buck stopped, he 

must admit accountability and Nigerians indeed held him answerable for 

everything that happened under his watch.   

 

Yar’Adua’s Unfulfilled Dreams 

Land Reform 

 Yar’Adua was so passionate about land reform, which he designed 

to over hall the over three decades long Land Use Act that stipulated that 

land belongs to the government. It is on record that the president engaged 

Akin Mabogunje, a professor of geography and a foremost Nigerian expert 

on urbanization. He was charged with the responsibility of providing 

technical aid to states and the local governments to ensure that land 

cadastral borders and title holdings are demarcated in ways that a 

community, hamlet, village or town would be recognizable. The same 

committee was to make recommendations for the establishment of a 

national depository for land title holdings and records in all states of the 

federation and the Federal Capital Territory and also, to make 

recommendations for the establishment of a mechanism for land valuation 

in all parts of the country. 11     

 It was assumed that when the land reform programme was fully 

executed the way it was envisioned by President Yar’Adua, it would have 
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favourable and direct impact on economic growth, enhance food security 

and poverty reduction in Nigeria. Furthermore, when the bill is passed, it 

would facilitate land administration and extirpate land hurdles that 

restrained the conversion of land into capital assets that could be used to 

further agricultural production and mortgages. To fast track this system, 

The Federal land Information System (FELIS) was instituted in 2008 with a 

link network to the field head matters of Ministry of Works and Housing. 

Already the FELIS Database can be accessed from any part of the world and 

this could make tracking of land transactions at the federal level easier. But 

precious time was wasted, by the time the bill could get to the National 

Assembly; Yar’Adua’s health had gone so bad that there could not be a 

follow up to the bill. Ironically, this was the issue that took most of his time 

and energy.   

 

Food Security 

 Food Security was one of the main principles of Yar’Adua’s Seven 

Point Agenda. His lofty ideas in this sector were meant at the long run to 

help government and citizens of Nigeria to fully harness the agricultural 

potentials of the nation, not only for food sufficiency but also for job and 

wealth creation. Having these in mind the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 

under Dr. Abba Sayid Ruma, initiated key intervention programmes in 

most critical areas, aimed at improving farmers ‘access to quality and 

affordable agricultural inputs. The new approach, driven by value chain 

ideology, called for wholesome and concentrated attention to every 

component of the agriculture in specific areas: 

 

i. Two Hundred Billion Naira Commercial Agriculture Credit 

Scheme; 

ii. Twenty Silos and Warehousing Complexes; 

iii. One Stop Agro-Input Centre; 

iv. Integrated livestock Estates;  

v. Integrated Fish Estates;  
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vi. Commodity Out –Growers Development and Extension 

Services Centres; and 

vii. Export Handling, Preservation and Conditioning Centres. 12    

  

 He saw Nigeria as an agricultural nation with over sixty percent of 

her workforce engaged in farming. He thought of how we were going to 

achieve a five to ten fold increase in yields and production, when the 

majority of our farmers still use the old crude implements, such as cutlasses 

and hoes to cultivate their lands. Fertilizers that can be used to increase 

their yields are unavailable; others do not even have land to cultivate. 

Modern implements, such as – tractors, harvesters and simple watering 

cans are beyond the reach of the ordinary farmers. A hectare of land that 

would take a few hours to cultivate, using modern implements, takes 

several months because of the use of old crude implements. This has made 

agriculture to fail to keep pace with Nigeria’s rapid population growth; 

consequently, the country which once exported food now, relies on imports 

to sustain itself.     

 

The Power Sector 

      President Yar’Adua also failed in the power sector. He earlier 

promised that he would declare emergency in the sector within his first one 

hundred days in office, but he never delivered. Yar’Adua picked much 

interest in this sector the first day in his third week when one Mr. Joseph 

Majoku, who was retained as special adviser on power from the previous 

administration, made his presentation on the real state of power, 

particularly, with regard to how far at the rear Nigeria was compared to 

Iran, which was at the same level by 1970 but as at 2007, Iran with a 

population of seventy million, had achieved a power generation capability 

of forty two thousand megawatts.  While, South Africa strewn an average 

of 800 watts per person in 2007, it was different in Nigeria, as Nigeria could 

only managed to distribute wobbly thirty watts per person. Following Mr. 

Joseph, it would take about one hundred and four thousand megawatts to 
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contest with South Africa in per capita rations, and it would need about 

ninety billion US dollars to accomplish this. Worst still and more damming 

was that Majoku, vividly stated that on per capita base most of the smaller 

African countries, such as- Ghana, Zambia, Senegal, Gabon, Algeria, 

Cameroon and even Libya were better off than Nigeria, the so called giant 

of Africa.  

 However, Obasanjo should be congratulated for single-handedly 

using the excess crude sales revenues that generally, belonged to the three 

tiers of government, to revamp the power sector, bringing it to the point 

that Yar’Adua met it. Unfortunately, President Yar’Adua had not such 

power, as he was committed to the rule of law, which meant that he must 

first get the permission of all the remaining two tiers (the state and the local 

government) administration, before he could embark on such project. 

Consequently, what the president under review did was to get the approval 

of the houses of the assembly of the state and of the National Assembly. 

This process was analogous to constitutional adjustment helped him to 

make safe the buy in of the governors, as well as, the procurement of the 

needed fund for the projects and then set up a direction-finding committee 

with Goodluck Jonathan as the chairman, six governors each to represent 

his geopolitical zone and minister of power with others as members. It was 

disheartening that all the efforts of the National Economic Council, the 

states, the Local Governments and of NIPP, could not make available any 

much dividends just as not all the available turbines could be operational 

either due to the fact that the pipelined passing on the gas were small or 

that the gas supplied was too wet. It then boiled down that Yar’Adua failed 

to deliver any set objective on the sector.                   

 

Power Struggle and Yar’Adua’s illness and Death 

 On accepting the mantle of leadership, he was expected to carry out 

all his leadership duties and obligations. This was not to be as Yar’Adua’s 

illness daily intensified. It was not long when the president went for the 

lesser hajj in Saudi Arabia but, could not return as scheduled. It was told to 
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Nigerian that the president after some routine medical checkup was asked 

to stay back for further medication. Weeks past yet the president was not 

still in the country. Two weeks after leaving the country, on September 2, 

2008 the president spoke on phone with the Vice President, Goodluck 

Jonathan, the Senate president, David Mark, the Speaker, Dimeji Bankoli. It 

appeared that this helped in dismissing the many rumours that the 

president was dead and further gave a little respite to the citizens. On 

September 16, 2008, Associated Free Press, quoted an alert from the News 

Agency of Nigeria (NAN), which claimed that president Yar’Adua may 

resign due to ill health. 13 This ill information was counteracted as being 

untrue by the Special Adviser to the president on communication, 

Olusegun Adeniyi. It is worthy explaining here that the president’s ill 

health worsened the situation of leadership and kept the Nigerian 

government almost static.  

 Unfortunately, the Channels Television had carried the earlier 

untrue text message from NAN to the nation at large. 14 To this, some 

politicians had gone quickly to the president, advising him to close down 

the television station. Quickly also, African Independent Television (AIT) 

aired the news that security men had invaded Channels Television station, 

arrested some its staff, and closed down the station. This embattled news 

rented the air for a whole week but, with the intervention of Yayale, who 

just assumed office as the SGF, the president was placated. 

 In an interview between “Financial Times” and the president on- 

May 20, 2008, the president opined: “I am a normal human being who can 

fall sick, who can recover, who can die”. 15   

 Furthermore, the leadership newspaper got their own share of the 

fury of the Mr. President as Sam Nda-Isaiah, the publisher of the same 

newspaper and some of his editors, were made to face a charge in the court, 

for the publication that “Yar’Adua was sick and every plea to the president 

from Mr. Adeniyi, to make the president withdraw the case, fell on deaf 

ears. This also, drew negative, reaction from the masses. 16 However, it was 

disheartening that the same president, who was said to have followed the 
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part of rule of law, was arbitrarily busy arresting anyone that ventured to 

talk about his health situation, which was conspicuously seen. His 

predecessor, President Olusegun Obasanjo did not deny his pre-knowledge 

of President Yar’Adua’s ill health before sponsoring him to contest the 

elections that brought him into power. Yet, all the excuses given to 

Nigerians by him that made him choose Yar’adua were like pulling the 

wool down the eyes of Nigerians. According to him, as a special guest, in 

an event that was organized by the Daily Trust Newspapers, he said: 

 

 . . . I know he had a kidney problem and was 

under dialysis. Sometime earlier, he had gone 

abroad for almost six months when he was 

governor of Katsina. When the idea came for 

him to contest, I asked him and he gave me a 

medical report. The medical report shows that 

he (had) turned off dialysis. I asked experts who 

then told me that if you are on dialysis and you 

are no longer on dialysis, it means you have had 

a successful kidney transplant and that you can 

live for as long as you may wish to live”. 17 

     

  In conclusion, although the administration of President Yar’Adua 

was so short, yet, it left some foot prints in the sand of time to be much 

loved and emulated. First, it appeared he was the first president of Nigeria 

to have willingly, without any compulsive law, declared his assets as he 

was sworn into the office of the president. This alone portrayed him as a 

good ambassador of the rule of law. Pertinently, the way he vehemently 

and wisely, maintained his office as the president even, under severe health 

condition, exhibited his mettle of doggedness and toughness, signs that he 

was equal to the tasks and could have done better, if not the firm grip of 

illness and later his untimely death. Furthermore, his granting of amnesty 

to the Niger Delta militants who were willing to embrace peace strongly 
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proved that war was not the only way to peace but negotiation and this was 

a more democratic way to the path of peace.  

 Unarguably, President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua’s administration was 

concluded with the statement of one of his aids as his corpse was being 

flown to Katsina for interment. He stared hard at the official portrait of the 

president that was still hanging on by the Red Carpet and said: “I am very 

happy that this is the image of the president that Nigerians, will always 

remember when they think of him”. Indeed, Nigerians, most especially 

those in the Niger Delta Region will always remember him in many more 

years to come.         
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