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Abstract 
There are things that are prerequisite, fundamental and sine qua non for a proper 

functioning of a given system. A Motor car can only move on the ground when it 

has wheels and tyres. So, the progress of the car is dependent on her wheels and 

tyres. A nation can only develop when she has citizens who love her, who are 

ready to sacrifice, stick out their necks for their country; where selfishness is not 

mentioned and is not seen. The paper found out that Nigeria as a nation has many 

unpatriotic citizens.  This has led to delayed, inconsistent and uncoordinated 

progress in national development. This is so because it is national-sacrifice that is 

the key to national development, while selfishness hastens its downfall. A 

situation where patriotism is lacking, then the development and progress would 

be a mirage.  The paper adopted Historical and Phenomenological methods in 

order to unveil the task. It sought information through Secondary and Primary 

sources. These included Journals, Books, Periodicals, and Internet materials. Input 

was given through personal observation. Many regimes, both military and 

civilian, had launched war against this unpatriotic life of the citizens, but to no 

avail. The root cause being lack of patriotism. The paper maintained that unless 

the nation imbibes the spirit of patriotism, unity; fights against tribalism, quest for 

inordinate wealth, party spirit, she will not develop as expected. 
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Introduction 

It is not the number of people in the nation that counts in this context, but the quality of 

the citizens. In this case, it is quality that matters. God does not save with the majority, He 

works with those who are willing to sacrifice and pay the price. Few people who are 

dedicated and patriotic, will save their nation from national disgrace and collapse. Love 

for the country is the key to her development. Remove love, one gets chaos, self-

aggrandizement, looting of the nation`s treasury, self-centeredness as we see in our nation 

today. Majority see the nation as a cow that must be milked to death, instead of thinking 

how to feed it fat, and for its survival. This is the situation Nigeria has found herself. “More 

often than not, when our politicians speak, they talk of values like patriotism, commitment, 

hard work...as fundamental to the triumph of any nation. Indeed, these are not mere words 
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of fantasy. They are echoed for a purpose, and the ultimate aim is national development.” 

(https//allafrica.com) This is the spirit of patriotism expressed. However, this is far cry 

from the politicians of Nigeria. That is for their campaign. When they `win`, the reverse is 

the case. Citizens should know that the nation belongs to all, together with its common 

wealth, which should be protected by all. In the words of Godfrey O. Ozumba, 

 

 A society that has decidedly inverted its value system to call good evil 

and evil good is nothing better than a satanic world. What has great moral 

premium and value are wealth at all cost, end justifies the means, steal 

and don`t be caught, plea-bargaining, oppress the poor, utilize your 

position to steal, immorality, nudity, lying, cheating, killing, violence are 

the cherished norms. Our value system has plummeted dangerously. 

Only loyal party men are good but objective, audacious party men are to 

be hunted down. Craze for power, `third termism` and craze for power, 

social, moral, religious, political vices have been enthroned at the expense 

of their corresponding virtues.(Ozumba G.149) 

 

A nation of this type of picture is at the verge of collapse in all rounds. This is a nation that 

is known as the giant of Africa; “...a great explorer of crude petroleum and is the second in 

Africa and sixth in the world.” (Adetunmbi 183) One would wonder why she is still poor 

and underdeveloped. The reason is that most of the citizens, especially some of her leaders, 

are not patriotic. Patriotism starts with individuals who are patriotic to themselves, before 

they think of the nation. A situation where selfishness is the order rather than the 

exception; where love for one`s country is slaughtered at the altar of grab it all, that is why 

Nigeria is where she is today. 

 

1. Nigerian Situation. 

The Catholic Bishops of Nigeria in 1971, gave a picture of Nigeria`s situation. According 

to them, “In Nigeria...we lament the existence of high-way robbery, stealing, leakage of 

examination papers, degradation and commercialization of women by both high up 

officials and school girls, coups, rigging of elections, political thuggery, embezzlement of 

public funds, and abuse of office....Are we serious? Are we sincere? Do we love Nigeria?” 

(Iwe 81) That is the question the citizens have to answer, whether they are serious, sincere, 

and love their country. But, as has been harped, the reverse is the case. In this same vein, 

Godfrey O. Ozumba opines concerning the state of Nigeria: 

 

As long as one section of the country sees rulership as her birthright, there 

will never be peace in Nigeria and where there is no peace there cannot be 
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progress....As long as corruption remains endemic in our national life we 

cannot make it because chronic poverty leads to debilitating corruption. 

A nation where leaders become mindless, heartless, so self-centred, as to 

steal the country to the point of comma is demonic and pathological. 

Primitive accumulation and wicked embezzlement have become the 

norm....Leadership makes the difference. We have not been blessed with 

overly patriotic, detribalized, national and committed  leaders who are out 

only to serve and to bequeath worthy legacies. All we have had from the 

third Republic are, kleptomaniacs masquerading as leaders. A true leader 

is a gift from God and we are yet to receive one.(Ozumba G. 149) 

 

The picture is the same-unpatriotic citizens and leaders. A follow up of the above is given 

by J. Afolabi Ampitan. He says: 

 

The country has lost societal values as a result of corruption of our leaders. 

In Nigeria, nobody is probably mindful of the fact that there is the need to 

be upright, sincere and honest in our dealings. The common saying now 

is: since our leaders are doing it, why shouldn`t we do it also? Everywhere 

Nigerians find themselves, they want to take advantage that is opened to 

them. In every echelon, corruption is rife. Drivers, for instance, would buy 

fuel of Two Thousand Naira (N2,000) and ask the attendant to write Four 

Thousand Naira (N4,0000) receipt. Thus, there is the outright case of over-

invoicing. Ditto, clerks would like to alter figures to their own advantage, 

at the detriment of others in the organisation....Allocations of the Local 

Government Areas in the state which are meant for the development of 

the rural areas are what they (Permanent Secretary and others)  [including 

some Governors] are using to `take care` of themselves. (Ampitan 3) 

 

The implication of the above scenario will be that the organisations` finances are adversely 

affected because of selfishness and unpatriotic tendency. When this will stop is like when 

mosquito will defeat an elephant in a battle.  

 

2. PATRIOTISM: “Patriotism comes from the Latin word, `patria`, which means 

father-land. So patriotism as a quality of citizenship means, love of and devotion to father-

land.” (Iwe 94) It could also be described “...as intense loyalty to one`s nation and its 

interest.” (David) Many nations today are developed. Part of the reason is the avowed 

patriotic spirit of the citizens. These people are ready to lay down their lives for their 

nations. The tonic for this is their love for their nations. According to Iwe, “The test of true 
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love in ordinary human relations is the degree of service and self-sacrifice exhibited. In a 

like manner, the measure of one`s patriotism is one`s service, sacrifices and contributions 

to one`s country, in whatever capacity one finds oneself.” (1we 94) The above shows that 

patriotism will be null and void if there is no love, service and sacrifice for one`s country. 

Where do Nigerians fall in these conditions? 

  

3. BEDROCK: “ultimate facts or principles on which a theory, etc, is based.”(Hornby, 

Cowie, Lewis 71) Bedrock here shows that the basis of Nigeria`s development is based on 

patriotism. Remove patriotism, national development will not stand. It will be like 

plastering a collapsing wall. It must collapse. 

 

4.  NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Various authors have unveiled this phenomenon. Some 

of these include the followings: It “...refers to a process of systematic transformation of the 

overall social, economic, political, scientific and technological life of a nation through 

reflective thinking, sound decision-making, effective planning, active participation of the 

citizens and their attitudinal will to give such reconstruction a chance.” (Ukoma, Nnachi 

49) The authors continued. To them, it can also mean “...a process of improving the quality 

of human life in the community.” (49) In other words, to them, national development is 

society-based. It is for the welfare of the citizenry where the common good of the society 

is kept afloat, shown in “...infrastructures such as roads, hospitals, airports, dams, schools, 

etc. as well as development in its peoples, such as educational (capacity building) and 

health, even sports...” (49) The summary is that any government that loves her subjects 

should focus on the national development, which is meant for the well-being and common 

good of the people, seen in these spheres-political, social, educational, economical. Of 

course, this will not be possible where patriotism is relegated to the background.  

 

5.  NIGERIA: Nigeria as we see it today was not a whole unit before the coming of Britain. 

Her various ethnic groups were separated and had her administrative set up. It is the 

creation of her Colonialist-Britain. It was first administered through the Royal Company, 

and finally handed over to Sir Fredrick Lord Luggard, whose duty was to fuse the colony 

of Lagos with the Protectorates of Southern and Northern Nigeria. (Ozumba N. 97)  It was 

in 1914 that that mission was achieved, the Amalgamation of Southern and Northern 

Nigeria. One of the reasons for this was for administrative convenience of the Colonial 

Master. This nation is made of many ethnic groups, initially under three Regions-North, 

West and East. Midwest was later created. Among these ethnic groups, are also other 

minority groups. All these are meant to join together to build this `Giant` of Africa. It was 

under the administration of Britain until the Nationalists rose up and agitated for her 

independence. This was got on 1st October 1960. 
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Today, it is under civilian rule. Years back, Military rule took big chunk of her rulership. 

She has passed many policies, political parties, and is a member of many regional, 

continental and global organizations. The current Head of state is Muhammadu Buhari, 

while the Vice President is Professor is Yemi Osinbajo. 

 

6.   UNPATRIOTIC ATTITUDES. This sub-heading will try to x-ray some of the attitudes 

of Nigerians that show that they do not want the nation to develop. 

 

i. Embezzelment of Public Funds: The one that comes to mind first is that of Erastus 

Akingbola, the former Managing Director of Intercontinental Bank. He looted the Bank 

and used the money to purchase “...contentious properties in London.” (Ogunmodede 

New Telegraph Dec.1,2014.8) The writer continued and gave the amount of money he 

stole, “...N16 billion funds allegedly misappropriated...” (8) Not only the above, the 

properties he acquired as the managing director at London-Embassy Court, 2 Cambridge  

Court, amounted to N164 billion, £11 million. (8) This must have led to the merger of 

Intercontinental with Access Bank Plc., due to lack of funds. 

 

The former Military Head of state, General Sani Abacha, came, saw and conquered the 

nation. He ruled Nigeria from 1993 till his death in 1998. The money he looted from the 

national treasury, can sustain this nation for years. Nigeria has been demanding the 

recovery of the moneys, stashed Overseas. However, these have been recovered so far-

Abdulsalami`s era in 1999, $149 million; Obasanjo`s administration-$1.2 billion in 2002; 

$149 million in 2003; $500 million in 2004, $458 million in 2005; Jonathan`s regime-$1 billion 

in 2012, $227 million in 2014 and $48 million in the same year, $380 million in 20115; 

Buhari`s government-$322 million in 2017, $308 million in February 

2020.(https://www.vanguard) Such amount of money put together, could have made a 

tremendous change in our economy; many people would have been lifted from poverty. 

But an individual took this away without recourse to the fate of others. This is selfishness 

and un-patriotism in display. Successive governments have been `enriched` by his loot. 

“Even though he is no more, General Sani Abacha has been humorously described as one 

of the ancestors of Nigeria who has been donating generously to successive governments 

from the land of the dead as his loot was outrageous.” (https://www.vanguard) Who 

knows when the `sea` will be dry? Salam Bamidele has said: “I believe that we may not 

have really gone half way in digging some of those monies stashed away in foreign 

accounts by the late  Gen. Sani Abacha and may be some people who were close to him.” 

(https:www.vanguard). 

 

https://www.vanguard/
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The case of Col. Sambo Dasuki rtd and the three others, is another case that shows un-

patriotism in glaring light. The three others include Aminu Baba-Kusa, two firms- Acacia 

Holding Limited and Reliance Referal Hospital Limited. They are accused of diverting the 

money meant for the purchase of arms against Boko haram, to the tune of $2.1 billions. Not 

only that, the EFCC accuses them of siphoning N32 billion from the office of the National 

Security Adviser, operated with both the Central Bank of Nigeria and other financial 

institutions. (https:www.vanguard) Apart from the above, the source says that himself 

[Sambo Dasuki] has another financial fraud against him. This time, he is facing 22-count 

charge involving N19.4bn, along side former governor of Sokoto state, Attahiru Bafarawa, 

his son, Sagir Bafarawa, former Minister of the State for Finance, Bashir Yuguda, and 

Sagir`s firm, Dalhatu Investment. (https://www.vanguard) Even though the cases have not 

been decided, but if at the end of the day, all are found guilty of the offences, then one can 

calculate the amount of money few individuals took from our common economy. In 

another dimension, the case of Ex-JAMB Registrar Professor Dibu Ojerinde is a grim one. 

He is being prosecuted for corrupt practices. This was unveiled by Independent Corrupt 

Practices Commission (ICPC), who  alledged that the accused 

 

 ...committed multiple frauds, while he held sway at JAMB. ICPC 

specifically accused him of complicity in the misappropriation of about 

N900 million belonging to the examination body...during his service as the 

JAMB and National Examination Council (NECO) registrar. ICPC 

alledged that Ojerinde perpetrated the fraud from April 10,2012 to August 

1, 2016, and was the registrar of the NECO between1999 and 2007....[He 

was] awarding fraudulent contracts to untraceable shell companies. 

(Godwin Tsa Dailysun July 7.4)   

 

 The summary of this given: “Today, there is nothing like Nigerian Airways, Nigeria 

National Supply Company, Federal Urban Mass Transit etc. to mention just few. This is 

because the whole investment has been embezzled by the few aristocrats and politicians 

who were opportuned to have been placed at the helm of the affairs of such 

organisations.(Ampitan 6) 

 

ii.  Armed Robbery: This is a recurrent decimal, everyday`s occurrence. Either on the High 

way, in the Banks, at homes, in religious places, in commercial buses and cars. A day passes 

without one hearing of this. Some people do not sleep with their two eyes closed. New 

Telegraph reported that “Four policemen and some bank officials have been arrested in 

connection with the robbery attack on a bullion van at Elemoso ...in Ondo...the armed 

robbers disarmed the policemen, shot the bullion van, forced the safe of the van open, 

https://www.vanguard/
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emptied the cash in the vehicle and escaped...” (New Telegraph 10) The same Daily 

reported also incessant armed robbery attacks in Elemoro in Lagos state. These robbers 

gave the residents sleepless nights. According to traditional ruler, Oba Tajudeen, “Just last 

Monday, a report was brought to my palace about another robbery attack that occurred  

around 2am, where money and several other valuable items were lost to the men of the 

underworld. This is a very sad development in my community...” (11) 

 

iii.  Destruction of life and property: The un-patriotic lives of some Nigerians are shown in 

these examples. The clashes between communities over land disputes, have led to the 

destruction of life and property. The  mayhem has on its trail widows, widowers, orphans, 

homeless people, refugees, and hunger. The menace of boko haram is an evidence. A whole 

community was burnt and lives lost.  From time to time, religious riots erupt. These do not 

go without life and property being lost. The Kano riot took about 4,177 lives, more than 

146 houses, 436 shops and 554 kiosks. Kano state government paid as compensation to 209 

victims whose houses were damaged, 159 victims lost their animals, 79 lost their vehicles. 

In Bulunkutu, 5,000 deaths were recorded, 1,712 were rendered homeless, 2.3 million Naira 

worth of personal property destroyed, about 1.2 million Naira estimated for the houses 

damaged. In Kaduna (Rigassa), the casualty was 52. That of Jimeta-Yola, about 1,000 lives 

were lost, and property worth about 5 million Naira was destroyed; 5,913 people were 

displaced. (Ugorie 138) The list could go on. That of the Fulani Herdsmen cannot be 

quantified. 

 

iv. Terrorism: This phenomenon was unknown to Nigerians before. But today, it is no more 

history, it is here with us. Lives of innocent citizens are being wasted at the altar of 

terrorism for selfish ends. Bombings and suicide bombings have been instituted and seen 

as part of our life. Some people are indoctrinated and used as guinea pigs to destroy others 

to achieve political or religious points. Lives that were not created by these people, are 

being wasted; life is no more sacrosanct, and can be wasted at the least provocation. 

According to Adegbite, 

 

In October 2010, whilst the nation was celebrating its 50th Anniversary, it 

was jolted by bombings just a few metres outside the venue of the 

celebration in Abuja....About three months later, we witnessed other spate 

of bombings-on the eve of the Christmas and New Year celebrations in Jos 

and Abuja respectively. There were also  one or two bombings before 

these ones in Warri and Bayelsa state. Also on the eve of the 2011 election 

and on Saturday 9th April, 2011, on the first day of elections in Suleja and 
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Maiduguri respectively, there were bombings recorded and lives of 

innocent Nigerians were wasted. (Adegbite 92,93) 

 

No patriotic citizen will ever like to waste the lives of his fellow citizens, no matter the 

reason. These are citizens who would have contributed for the development of the nation, 

but today, it is history. The most annoying thing is that these unscrupulous elements, 

cannot contribute positively to the development of the nation. 

 

v. Kidnapping: This is one of the fastest ways to be `rich` in Nigeria over night. It has 

become an organised `business` that Law Enforcement Agents are finding it difficult to 

cope with. The perpetrators know how to get their victims and manoeuvre their ways. It 

has reached the level that government is involved in the negotiation of the release of  

victims. A further point of this act is the one of self-kidnapping, where one will arrange for 

his or her kidnapping in order to extort money from `victim`s` family. A typical example 

is this where a girl arranged for her kidnap in order to get money from her mother in order 

to pay her boy friend`s school fees. Her name is Chinwe Bosa. She “...decided to connive 

with George to raise alarm that she had been kidnapped by hoodlums.” (Daily Sun Feb. 2, 

2015.34) The amount for the ransom according to the Paper, was N500,000=. However, luck 

ran out of them, and they were caught. One of Nigeria`s Football players, Mikel Obi, his 

father was kidnapped. This time, the second time. It was reported that “...the sum of Ten 

Million Naira was paid to ensure the release of the old man.” (Ampitan 7) Some of the 

kidnappers kill their victims if ransom is not paid; some after collecting the ransom, still 

kill their victims. Who will ever do such a dastardly act except he who hates his country? 

These moneys collected, will they use it for the development of the society? The money 

will only be used extravagantly that it will have no economic value. The victims` families 

would have used the money for better projects that would benefit the society. But because 

of kidnapping, such have gone to thin air. 

 

vi. Absenteeism: This is rife in Civil Service which belongs to man. The mentality is that 

government work, is no man`s business. Some workers are only interested in their salaries 

than doing the work. Most of the Private Hospitals are owned by Doctors who work in 

Government Hospitals. They will only come to work after they have done with their own 

work. Most times, very late. Some workers have private businesses they do that take even 

more time than their official duties. This must have angered Governor Kashim of Borno 

state who went to Dalori to visit the school for the Internally Displaced Children. Behold, 

some teachers were not in attendance. He said, “...I wonder why teachers would want to 

jeopardize the children`s future by absenting themselves from classes. Any act of 

absenteeism by these teachers is unacceptable to this administration....The same people 
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[teachers] that are talking about salary increments; leave grants, and other incentives are 

not even doing their jobs.” (The Guardian Nov. 23,2015.13) One will ask, where is the love 

for the work applied for? Where is the love to serve the state and the nation?   

      

vii. Herdsmen Menace: The havoc this  has caused the nation is better heard than seen. Is it 

economic wastage, loss of human beings, houses and means of livelihood? Some youths in 

their prime age have met their untimely death; women raped, and farmers have been 

chased away from their farms, and their crops being ravaged by the cattle. Such attitude 

does not encourage national development and survival. From time to time, one will hear 

about Herdsmen and Farmers` clashes. A situation where one wants his business to thrive 

at the expense of another`s, is un-patriotic. A clash between these Fulani herdsmen and a 

Vigilante group along Warake Road in Awan East in Edo state, resulted in the death of one 

person, the hospitalization of one of the vigilante members.(Guardian 8) Punch 

Newspaper  reported also concerning the menace of these people. This time, it was in 

Taraba state where “...herdsmen...invaded Sondi village, killing (sic) 25 people...burnt 

many houses before fleeing...looted properties worth millions of Naira.” (Punch 

Oct.20,2014.2) In the same vein, in Anyamelu community in Anambra state, “...a 45-year 

old Mr Ekwunife Echim Okolo” was killed “by Fulani herdsmen in the area.” ( Authority 

April 16, 2016.4) To the traditional ruler, Igwe Simeon Chidubem, no day passes without 

the herdsmen`s heinous actions. He said that, “...there is no day a case of attack, 

molestation of underage children, men, women, and sexual abuse by the Fulani herdsmen 

is not reported in his kingdom...killed one Mr Nwogbo Okafor at his farm...as well as 

deliberate destruction of their farm produce such as rice, cassava, yam, okuru and maize...” 

(4)  

 

viii. Ghost Workers: In all levels of the government- Local, State and Federal. Many policies 

and measures have been taken to fish out these ghost workers. But it is like pouring water 

at the back of the duck. From payment of cash to e-payment, the problem is there; from 

one Panel of Investigation to the another, all in vain. The recent one is Integrated Personnel  

Payroll and Information System (IPPIS). These ghost workers collect salaries at the end of 

the month without working, and without being seen. The then Minister of Finance Dr 

Ngozi Okonjo Iweala in February 2011 revealed that through IPPIS in 16 Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies, the nation “...had saved over N12 billion between 2007 and 

2010.” (Authority 13). The need for embarking on this pilot implementation was necessary 

because federal government`s wage bill was overwhelming. The paper reveals that  

 

...in 2014...government saved 160 billion Naira by weeding out 60,000 

ghost workers from the pay roll. That was in exclusion of the 46,821 ghost 
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workers, identified in 215 ministries, departments and agencies in 

2013....The federal government was recently reported of having 

eliminated 23,846 ghost workers from its pay roll, thus  saving about 

N2.293billion monthly. Soon after, the Federal  Government discovered 

another 11,000 ghost workers on its pay roll in its second batch of staff 

audit. (13)    

 

No nation will develop with this malady. The loss of these revenues to private pockets will 

not allow a corporate development. While the government is lacking finance to develop 

the nation, un-patriotic individuals are busy siphoning it for their selfish interests. It is 

quite appalling. 

 

ix. Borrowing: Borrowing is inevitably for the development of the nation, especially 

Nigeria that is part of the Third World as a developing nation. The problem is not 

borrowing externally, but what do our leaders who should think and plan for welfare of 

the citizenry, do with the money? Borrowing money has become a norm in our nation. It 

is difficult to see a year that passes without  borrowing, from IMF, African Development 

Bank, or World Bank, including China. The intention may be good, but when the money 

comes, the `tone` of the music will change. “Ab initio, Nigeria has been borrowing for 

tangible reasons, but as a result of corruption, rather than doing the needful or investing 

the borrowed funds meaningfully, she invariably ends up doing otherwise.” (Authority 

12) This situation is not healthy for our country. Instead of trying to pay these debts, the 

government is busy renegotiating, begging for cancellation. How can a nation of this life 

develop? A nation that lacks patriotism is doomed to stand still in development. 

 

x.  Budget: Nigeria in all the levels of governance make budget each year. What is it being 

used for? Some items appear each year in the budget. One wonders what happened to the 

money budgeted the previous year. This also is an avenue to enrich some people. Ampitan 

is emphatic. He says that: 

 

 Nigeria had since remained under-developed. Year in year out, 

humongous sums are budgeted for the development of the country. It is 

common to hear of quite a reasonable amount being pronounced as budget 

annually. However, the irony of this is that these sums are found in private 

bank(s) accounts, as individuals who are privileged to be in the position of 

authority and power corner whatever is allocated to their Ministries, 

Departments or Agencies (MDAs) to ensure the growth and development 
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of the country. Glaringly, therefore, Nigeria has not developed. If anything, 

the country is not even stagnant, she is , indeed, retrogressing.( Ampitan 1)          

 

The above examples show more or less, individuals` un-patriotic attitudes. The followings 

will equally show corporate bodies that have joined the bang-wagon of un-patriotic 

actions. 

 

7. a. THE EXECUTIVE: This arm of the government like others, is meant to better the life 

of the populace. That is the essence of government. The reverse is what we see in Nigeria. 

Recently we were told that 15 Chinese would come to Nigeria to assist us fight Corona 

virus (Covid- 19). Even Nigeria Medical Association protested, finally they came. Later we 

were told by the Health Minister that they did not come for us, but for a Chinese company. 

He even said that Journalists should not ask him about them. This supposed not to be so. 

Government should be reliable, and when citizens can no longer trust their government, 

the nation is in shambles. 

 

Recently Abacha`s loot was recovered. Before the money could be repatriated to Nigeria 

by  U.S. and  Jersey`s governments, there was agreement between the two nations and 

Nigeria, and conditions attached. Why? This is because of corrupt nature of our nation. 

Independent  Bodies were set up to monitor the expenditure. A sovereign state being 

treated as a dependent state; being treated as a robot. This is the mess we have found 

ourselves in. This is the agreement: 

 

 “The projects on which  the funds will be expended will be administered 

by the Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority and independently 

audited. The Federal Republic of Nigeria will establish a  monitoring team 

to oversee the implementation of the projects and to report regularly on 

progress. The Nigerian government, in consultation with the other parties, 

will also engage civil society organisations, who have expertise in 

substantial infrastructure projects, civil engineering, anti-corruption 

compliance, anti-human trafficking compliance, and procurement to 

provide additional monitoring and oversight.(https://m.guardian.ng/) 

 

 The American government knew what happened to previous recoveries, that was why 

she insisted that agreement must be made, so that if Nigeria breaches it, the money would 

be taken back. This is a back-up to it: “Under this administration [Buhari`s], about $650 

million is said to have been recovered from other countries, with no one in position to 

accurately account for it. So was the case under previous governments...Americans are 

https://m.guardian.ng/
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aware of the previous trials  and convictions of government officials for corruption by 

foreign and domestic courts.” (Nation May 14, 2020,p.19) 

 

On the issue of governance is the issue of Rigging in Elections. Elections in Nigeria today 

is more or less, `selection`. He who pays more money to the powers that be; that has more 

thugs, and is being `favoured` by the powers that be, is the people`s `choice`, whether he 

is voted for or not. According to Adetunmbi, “Every time our votes are not counted, our 

votes are stolen and political larceny is committed. Every time a ballot box is stuffed, an 

act of electoral kleptomania is perpetrated. Every time the Independent National Electoral 

Commission...publishes a fictitious voters` register...certifies a flawed election, the 

Constitution is torn and democracy is raped.” (Adetunmbi 201) This situation must have 

led Oswald J. Smith to note that `elected` officers, are not worthy of their positions-“If a 

leader is worthy of a position, he is worthy to be followed. If he cannot be trusted, he ought 

not to be the leader.” (Smith 30,31) Patriotism does not lead to such actions. 

 

What of those  Government officials, especially the Presidents and Governors, through 

their wives, have established Non-Government Organisations to siphon the nation`s 

treasury? Others who siphoned our economy, and knew that they would be caught if the 

money was banked, decided to put it in dedicated houses, septic tanks and soak-away pit. 

(Adetunmbi 192,93) 

 

b. THE JUDICIARY: This is the last hope of the common man. The maxim may not be 

sustained in our own Judiciary. It is yet to satisfy the `thirst` of the masses. Do our Judges 

maintain their integrity? Is justice not only being done, but seen as being done? A situation 

where one has two certificates, and because no one has claimed any of them as his, 

belonged to the possessor.  Equal justice is still a mirage in our judicial system “The recent 

clap-down on the judiciary leading to the arrest and dismissal of some justices, uncovered 

corruption activities that had been going on within the Nigeria judicial system.” 

(https://www.researchgate.net) The rule of law is no more applicable to all citizens-He who 

pays the piper, dictates the tune. The poor who committed minor crimes, are found 

languishing in the Correctional centres, while those who stole billions of Naira, are either 

sentenced to minor punishment, or are still free, roaming the street. The followings give 

credence to the statement:  

 

 ...Lucky Igbinedion, former Edo State governor who was found guilty of 

stealing N9 billion, was fined N3million after a process called `plea 

bargaining`. Similarly, Cecilia Ibru, erstwhile chief executive of former 

Oceanic Bank, acquired by Ecobank, who was said to have crippled 

https://www.researchgate.net/
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Oceanic Bank after stealing more than N190 billion, got just four months 

jail sentence, much of which she spent in a hospital. Tafa Balogun, former 

Inspector General of Police, who appropriated N17 billion was equally 

sentenced to only six months in jail; and he spent most of the term in a 

hospital. Meanwhile, all the suspects in the murders of Bola Ige...Marshal 

Harry...Aminasoari Dikkibo...Funsho Williams...and others are yet to be 

brought to book.(TELL 22) 

 

Sunday Fatade speaking from the source above, said that there is need to overhaul the 

judicial system because “...the judiciary ...is corrupt and ...Nigeria needs to improve on the 

process...” (23) 

 

c. THE LEGISLATURE: This is the Chamber of Honourable members. Their attitudes will 

tell whether the title is worth bearing. There have been occasions of Budget padding, where 

the leaders added to the budget for their selfish ends. During the tenure of Olusegun 

Obasanjo, this nation witnessed three or four Senate Presidents who were impeached by 

the House because of corruption related issues, the same with House of Representatives. 

Was it not at this time that the forgery of Salisu Buhari`s `Toronto University Certificate` 

was in limelight, the Speaker of House of Representative? In Senate also, the then President 

Adolphus Ndaneweh Wabara returned the bribe “...he took from then Minister of 

Education, Fibian Osuji, to see to the `wholesome passage` of the ministry`s budget. 

(https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018)  

 

PATRIOTIC NATIONS: Patriotism has been said to mean devotion, support, feeling of 

pride for one`s country. These 10 countries listed below, their citizens must have 

manifested patriotic acts to gain such world`s attention- The United States, India, 

Australia, The United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, The 

United Kingdom, Denmark. (https://worldpopulationreview) According to source, U.S.A. 

is the most patriotic nation. It is no surprise. “Americans put their country first, and pray 

God to bless America. Their interest is America, and they think America.” 

(http://www.thetidenewsline). The paper went on to tell us what Donald Trump said about 

his country America: “At the last United Nations event in New York, United States 

President, Donald Trump said he thinks America first and all the time. He went further to 

charge other world leaders to also think of their countries first, and all the time.” 

(http://www.thetide) 

 

 

 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018
https://worldpopulationreview/
http://www.thetidenewsline/
http://www.thetide/
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Reasons for Lack of Patriotism. 

1.Lack of fear of God. Nigeria is a religious country where majority worship God in 

various names. Yet because these people do not want to abide with the principles of this 

Holy Being, they go about establishing their own `righteousness`. Righteousness denotes 

doing what is right and pleasing in the sight of God. Because when they refused to worship 

God in His tenets, not only rejoice when they have sinned against Him, they also rejoice 

when others  sin against Him. He probably has handed them over to reprobate mind so 

that they can do base things which if ear hears, it will tingle. (Rom.1:28 KJV) 

 

ii. Selfishness. From the beginning of the paper, the factor that has been running across is 

this selfishness, lack of concern for one`s country. Think of Abacha, Dasuki, members of 

boko haram, armed robbers, herdsmen, to mention just these. Their havoc to the nation is 

based on selfishness. It helps to increase the moral laxity of the culprits. “Selfishness is a 

vice because it is inordinate. It is inordinate because it is an immoderation and irrational. 

It is also unjust for it is invariably to the detriment of the rights of others.” (Iwe 36) The 

anxiety to have more than one is entitled to take has caused many Nigerians to exhibit un-

patriotic tendencies.  

 

iii. Evil Doers are praised: It has become the norm of the Nigerian situation that any person 

on high position in government is expected to take part of the `national cake` home, build 

good houses, rides in the best cars. He is celebrated, no matter the source of the money. If 

one does not do that, his people will call him a loafer; he will not be celebrated. Even when 

such looter has been caught by the arms of the law, his people will protest and try to defend 

him. Such attitude throws the spirit of patriotism to the wind 

. 

iv. Tribalism: This is a bane in developmental struggle. When one, especially a leader, 

loves his tribe more than the nation, here lies our problem. This has entered into the fabrics 

of many Nigerians. That is why every tribe wants her person to be the President of this 

nation, so that their tribe will be favoured. Nigeria is no more a common entity. This love 

for one`s tribe than the nation, cannot bring out the spirit of patriotism, rather tribal 

discrimination. Iwe says that “Tribalism has compounded the problems of Nigerian unity 

and stability. (Iwe 23). 

 

Citizens and succeeding leaders have never displayed a hundred percent 

nationalistic and patriotic spirit....I tend to think that if a typical Nigerian 

becomes by chance the President of America, he will either be interested 

in himself alone or divert American resources to develop his region in 

Nigeria because of our pathological inclination to one`s tribe. This is a 
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major reason why Nigeria cannot get off the ground in terms of 

development. (Ozumba G. 148,149)        

 

Another evidence of tribalistic manifestation especially among our leaders is unveiled in 

the life of our present Head of state- Muhammadu Buhari. Most of security posts, if not all, 

are all from the north and are Moslems. These are the people who are most `qualified` in 

these posts. Recently, a retired Army chief wrote him concerning this, in the person of Col. 

Abubakar Umar. He told him that  

 

...one of the swiftest ways of destroying a kingdom is to give preference 

of one particular tribe over another....All those who wish you and the 

country well must mince no words in warning you that Nigeria has 

become dangerously polarized...on account of your administration`s lop-

sided appointees which continues to give undue preference to some 

sections of the country over others. Nowhere is this more glaring than in 

the leadership cadre of our security services.(Dailysun June 1, 2020.26) 

 

RESULTS OF LACK OF PATRIOTISM. Every healthy seed planted will germinate, all 

things being equal. The fruits of un-patriotism are numerous. 

 

a. Payment of Workers` Salaries: Selfishness, avarice and greed have made some of our 

Governors insensitive to workers` salaries, including pension. The major reason most of 

the times, is lack of money which has been siphoned by these governors to prepare for 

second tenure, or being used to settle their `god fathers`. Most times, workers` strikes have 

not solved the problem. Some years ago, it was reported that in Oyo state, “...workers are 

not regularly paid and they lack purchasing power...” (Dailysun Feb.10,2015.12) A similar 

situation was noticed in Benue state where workers were owed up to four months. “The 

civil servants said they are no longer happy with the governor for allowing them wallow 

in penury for four months without salaries, because since the beginning of the year, 

Suswam has not embarked on any capital project that would affect the payment of their 

salaries.” (New Telegraph Dec.1,2014.49) One will ask, since no capital project was done, 

where went the money? 

 

b. Suicide: When a civil servant can no longer feed his family, with a lot of debts hanging 

on his neck, the situation can lead to one taking his life. There were few cases where this 

has happened. Okpanachi, an employee of ministry of Agriculture in Kogi state was about 

to hang himself before he was rescued by FRSC. According to him, “the hardship is too 

much for me and I can`t cope, which is why I wanted to hang myself. For the past two 
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years, I have not received a kobo after wasting all my money going to Lokoja for 

screening...” (Ampitan 13) That of Okpanachi was an attempted one, that of Soje of Kogi 

was not. He committed suicide by hanging himself on a tree close to the Maiguneri 

barracks of the Nigerian Army.(13) Lukman Odewale also hung himself because he was 

sick together with his wife and child, and could do nothing positive because he was owed 

pension for 13 months by Osun government. About 2,500 pensioners had also died since 

2013.(15). 

 

c. Crimes: Un-patriotic life of our leaders has caused some people to indulge in one crime 

or the other. Unemployment and lack of payment of salaries have thrown some youths 

into armed robbery, cultism, kidnapping, impersonation, yahoo  business and the like. 

(Ampitan 7) Ugorie corroborated. “...poverty and hunger, unemployment and economic 

decay have made the citizenry edgy, and propelled them towards a state of unwholesome 

activities giving rise to armed robbery, political assassinations.” (Ugorie 155) 

 

d. Embezzlement of Public Funds. Even though it has been said before as evidence of lack 

of patriotism, but here is to reiterate it once more. Due to lack of patriotism, somebody will 

embezzle funds meant to provide health facilities for millions of Nigerians; billions of 

Naira for the construction of rickety aircraft; spends huge sum of money meant for the 

welfare of the people to sponsor terrorists and militants to Nigerians; embezzles billions 

meant to improve the educational sector, and instead sends his family members abroad to 

study; that makes average Nigerian watch with  indifference and docility while a few 

embezzle the national resources and wreck the country. (https://www.sunnewsonline) 

 

e. Nigeria`s Image Tarnished. It is no longer news that when Nigerians travel abroad, they 

are subjected to scrutiny  more than other nationalities. The reason is that because many 

are not patriotic, and they carry the tendency to abroad, committing all sorts of crimes that 

every Nigerian coming to such countries, is seen as a `suspect`. The Italian Ambassador 

Stefanou Pontesilli some years ago reported that “In Italy we have about 1,500 Nigerians 

in jail for various offences....We sometimes send them back to Nigeria once they finished 

their terms because they have not behaved well.” (Ampitan 12) He also reported that USA 

government deported some Nigerians because of various crimes. “...25 of the persons were 

alleged to have committed criminal offences, with one involved in narcotics. Others were 

alleged to have committed Immigration related offences.” (13) 

 

f. Reduction of Foreign Investment. A country ̀ seen` as morally bankrupt, many foreigners 

will see it as taking risk to do business in Nigeria. This in effect will affect our economy 

badly. It is when these people come that Nigeria will be able to have foreign exchange and 

https://www.sunnewsonline/
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reserve. Instead of people coming to us so that our economy will improve, we loot our 

treasury and send to them to develop their nations. “The economic field in our country is 

regarded as a jungle where to get the better of the other citizen in any deal is canonized as 

the only gate way to success and wealth. It is a world without ethics and decent 

principles....Money is their god and he is to be worshipped absolutely without any  reserve 

or discretion, even if it means plunging the nation into chaos and misery.” (Iwe 20)      

 

REMEDIES. It is only God who does not change. Our situation can be changed if we will 

be willing to change our un-patriotic nature. This nation will be the pride of nations. It will 

not only be the giant of Africa, but that of the whole world. 

 

a. Love for the Nation: The whole idea of patriotism is the love, devotion of one to his 

nation. If there is no love for one`s nation, there will be no national development, but 

instead, individual`s. This love will be efficacious when one loves God, obeys His 

commandments, and is ready to follow His principles. The idea of tribalism, `statetism` 

and `regionalism` should be shown the back door. Until we love Nigeria, having it as the 

nation we have, cherish it, and sacrifice for her, we will never develop nationally. 

 

b. Repentance: Repentance comes when one realizes and acknowledges that he has done 

something wrong, then he seeks for forgiveness. A situation where somebody knows that 

he has done wrong, but relies on the court to pronounce him not guilty because of 

technicality, repentance is far from the person. This will equally affect the nation since the 

court is there to `acquit` one. Injustice, oppression, anti-social behaviours, moral laxity, 

selfishness, evil acts must be repented of so that we have a new Nigeria. God loves 

righteousness and hates evil. If Nigerians will not repent of their evil ways, they may 

perish, together with Nigeria. 

 

c. Fear of God: This is related to the above. It is when people have the heart of flesh that 

they think of repentance. Likewise, fear of God comes when one has the heart of flesh. A 

hardened heart will not fear God nor repent. When the fear of God is in Nigerians, they 

will not separate politics and religion. If Nigerians see politics as different from the 

worship and fear of God, then the nation will continue to suffer and will not develop. The 

nation as a whole must grow with the principles of godliness and the fear of God, so that 

those in leadership position will lead under God and godly principles. 

 

d. Reward of Excellency: If somebody is qualified for a post, he should be given the 

position. This will make the person work with love and hard working. But if the reverse is 

the case, one, the person who gets the job will not work with his whole heart because he 
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got the job through `connection`, and may not even know the job. Two the person who 

qualified but did not get the job, will see the nation as against him, the love for the nation 

will not be there. He may think of a way to work against the nation. “No nation on earth 

has ever achieved greatness nor retained it without strength of moral character and the 

recognition of excellence and merit in human pursuit....Here in Nigeria, the main obstacles 

to the cultivation of excellence are cult of mediocrity, mediocrity in leadership and 

appointment...” (Iwe 233) If Nigeria will achieve greatness, then excellence must be 

rewarded. 

 

e. Integrity: Every leader, nay, every Nigerian should aim at not soiling his /her hands with 

immorality; avoids any skeleton in his/her cupboard; aims at pure and stainless life, and 

righteous living. This is integrity. We should learn to shun evil no matter the garbage it is 

wearing. Emmanuel Akamadu observes that “It is amazing that integrity which is 

honourable, simple and easy to learn appears more difficult to men than deceit, intrigue 

and selfishness, though more complex. In many places [Nigeria inclusive] they have been 

accepted as business and vocational norms and values...” (Akamadu 14) There should be 

no double standard of life style. He went further and said that  Nigeria “...needs men who 

will shun bribery, ill gotten wealth, treachery, lies and deceit, and remain level-headed 

before God at all times.” (14) To get this done, evil structures that have been 

institutionalized, should be replaced with good and just structures, where the institutional 

systems are made strong. This will help move the nation forward positively. May God give 

us the heart to avoid, hate and flee from all its appearances- evil. 

 

f. Shunning of War and Violence. Those who fan the embers of war, violence and terrorism, 

and other related crime, should sheath their swords. Shedding of blood will not solve our 

problem. The sanctity of life should be maintained. Nobody has the right to take another 

citizen`s life. Fortunately for us, the two major religions, Christianity and Islam preach 

peace. John F. Kennedy once said, “Man must put an end to war, or war will put an end to 

mankind.” (Adegbite 93) We are one Nigeria. We should love one another. 

 

Conclusion. 

Nigeria will prosper if her people decide to be patriotic. The economy, social life, moral 

life will flourish again. Whatever we believe in, one day, we must die and face judgement, 

give account of our stewardship. This will bring halt to some of the ways to act with 

impunity. Nigeria should go back to the fundamentals, back to where citizens will say that 

right is right, and wrong is wrong. Nigeria is the only country we have. Let us love, cherish 

and sacrifice for her so that she will flourish. Apart from this, she will remain 

impoverished. Patriotism is the key to national development, while the reverse destroys.  
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