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Abstract 
This paper examined how on Tuesday May 11, 2021, Southern Governors met in 

Asaba, the Delta State Capital, and called on president Muhammadu Buhari 

Administration to urgently address the nation on the issues and problems of 

insecurity in the country. It was sad to recall that the 17 governors of the south, 

operating under the aegis of Southern Governors forum, had for several years after 

the forum was formed had been in limbo to address the rising wave of insecurity 

in the region. Surprisingly, rising from the meeting which started at about noon 

and ended about 4:20pm, the Southern Governors offered 10-point resolution, 

which include the following: Agreed to ban open grazing in Southern Nigeria, call 

for convocation of national dialogue, insist on Federal character, call for 

restructuring the Nigerian Federation, Creation of State Police, reintegrate 

Southerners commitment to Nigeria’s unity, express concern over Oshodi-Apapo 

express gridlock and the chokehold it has exerted on the nation’s economy, being 

the sole outlet from Apapa Wharf. The governors on the 12-point Communique 

read by the Chairman of the Southern Governors forum and Governor of Ondo 

State, Oluwarotimi Akeredolu (2021). The Communique read: “The Governors 

observed that the incursion of armed herders, criminals and bandits into the 

Southern part of the country has presented a severe security challenge such that 

citizens are not able to live their normal lives, including pursuing various 

productive activities, leading to threat of food supply and general insecurity. 

Consequently, the meeting resolved that open grazing of cattle be banned across 

southern Nigeria. The governors noted that development and population growth 

has put pressure on available land and increased the prospects of conflict between 

migrating herders and local population in the South.The study adopted the 

descriptive design. It drew upon primary and secondary sources. Primary sources 
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include oral information and testimonies. Secondary sources include relevant 

books, newspapers, magazines, and official records in government 

publications.The researcher also made use of direct observation method, all the 

pieces of information gathered were subjected to historical evaluations. 

 

Keywords: Insecurity, Southern governors meeting, offer 10 points resolutions, fix Nigeria. 

 

1.1 Introduction 

Worried by the rising wave of insecurity in the recent history of Nigeria.The southern 

governors on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 met in Asaba, the Delta State Capital and called on 

President Muhammadu Buhari, who hailed from Northern Nigeria of Katsina State, to 

address the nation on the issue. The Southern Governors bold and courageous move was 

aimed to fix Nigeria. In the Asaba declaration the Southern governors forgot party 

differences and spoke with one voice to rescue Nigeria from the danger of disintegration 

and insecurity. The governors in attendance include the following: The host, Governor 

Ifeanyi Okowa of Delta; Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia; Willy Obiano of Anambra; Douye Diri of 

Bayelsa; Godwin Obaseki of Edo; and David Umahi of Ebonyi, others are Ifeanyi 

Ugwuanyi of Enugu; Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti; Babajidi Sanwo-Olu of Lagos; Dapo 

Abiodum of Ogun; Rotimi Akeredolu of Ondo; Seyi Makinde of Oyo and Nyesom Wike 

of Rivers. While Hope Uzodimma of Imo was represented by his deputy, Prof. Placid 

Njoku; Udom Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom by his deputy, Mr. Moses Ekpo; Governor 

Gboyega Oyetola of Osuna and Ben Ayade of Cross River State were absent. (Agbakwuru 

and Iheamnarchor, 2021). 

 

To fix Nigeria, the Governors agreed that the progress of the nation requires that urgent 

and bold steps be taken to restructure the Nigerian Federation, leading to the evolution of 

State Police, review of the revenue allocation formula in favour of the sub-national 

Governments and creation of other institutions which legitimately advance our 

commitment to and practice of true federalism.The governors also resolved that in view of 

wide spread agitations among the diverse ethnic groups for greater inclusiveness in 

existing governance arrangements the federal government should convoke a national 

dialogue as a matter of urgency. They also agreed that in deference to the sensitivities of 

the diverse ethnic groups there need to review appointments into federal Government 

agencies (including security agencies) to reflect federal character as Nigeria’s overall 

population is heterogeneous. The meeting also resolved to foster cooperation and peaceful 

co-existence among the southern states and the nation at large; the meeting, also resolved 

to activate and establish ports in other states of the federation to create new jobs and 

promote socio-economics activities in the country. (Ahon F and Agbakwuru J, 2021.) 
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The meeting also expressed concern on the economic implication of a lockdown on the 

country and therefore suggested greater coordination and cooperation between federal 

and state governments in evolving strategies for dealing with the COVID 19 pandemic. 

The meeting also expressed very grave concern over the security challenge currently 

plaguing the nation, and strongly urged that the Buhari administration should address 

Nigerians on the challenges of insecurity and restore the confidence of our people. The 

meeting expressed gratitude to the host governor, Ifeanyi Okowa, for his generosity and 

hospitality. 

  

The governors meeting also expressed that Nigeria is in trouble and the sooner the Buhari 

administration realize it and begin to act decisively in a manner that satisfy everyone the 

better for the country. The Federal government should not be selective in handling issues 

of national interest; because it is causing disaffection, dissolution and the hopelessness in 

the country. Especially the biased, bigoted, distorted, embittered, partial, one sided and 

unfair manner issues are being handled in Nigeria. For example, why the selective setting 

up of security arrangements in the South South and South East? What of the North West 

and North Central and North East? Nigeria also need a balanced security architecture of 

the country that will win back the confidence of the citizenry, not a lopsided security 

structure that is made up of Fulani ethnic group in service Chiefs appointment. Nigeria is 

a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country, therefore, federal character should be reflected 

in the composition of appointments and allocation of Federal government resources to win 

the assurance, credence, moral and trust of the diverse ethnic and religious groups that 

make up the Nigerian Federation. 

  

The Federal Government should take the Asaba Declaration as a wakeup call. Southern 

governors meeting was designed to urge the Buhari led administration to take appropriate 

measure to rekindle the spirit of patriotism in Nigerians, as part of efforts to tackle the 

challenges to urgently fix Nigeria. The rising insecurity in Nigeria does not only pose as 

threat to the peaceful coexistence of the citizens, but the stability of the nation. The 

incessant killings and abductions of Nigerians and the escalating insecurity in Nigeria is 

disturbing.  This paper urgently calls for the Buhari-led administration to save Nigeria 

from rising cases of insecurity across the country.Thus, Joblessness and unemployment 

among the youthful population was one of the factors responsible for the spate of 

insecurity bedeviling the nation. The rising cases of insecurity is also characterized by 

kidnapping, banditry and insurgency which is a threat to peaceful coexistence and 

harmony among the citizens. This is the time for president Buhari to invoke necessary 

constitutional powers without bias to ensure the security of lives and properties of 

Nigerians. 
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1.2 The Symbolism of the Historic Asaba Declaration: An Urgent Call to Fix Nigeria in 

the 21st Century.  

Tuesday, May 11, 2021, was a historic day of kudos, applause, and repute for the Southern 

Governor’s meeting and communique that emanated from the Asaba summit of the elected 

governors of the Southern divide of Nigeria. The importance of the Asaba declaration 

symbolized the hope that, somehow, the southern governors have started listening not to 

Abuja but to the electorate, who used the ballot box to vote them as governors. It was heart 

warning, cheering, rewarding and pleasing democratically to hear the governors speak out 

in one accord on the needs to fix Nigeria as it walks steadily towards the edge of the cliff. 

The Asaba declaration reveals how the southern governors. Resolution was a bold move 

to fight insecurity and marginalization of southern Nigeria in the political equation of the 

country. The Asaba declaration was an urgent call to turn Nigeria into the land of 

everyone’s dream overnight, if Nigerians, the leaders and the led, do consciously work to 

right the wrongs and deliver the concept of justice, fairness and truly an egalitarian society. 

This is why the communique of the Southern governors to fix Nigeria in the spirit of equity, 

even handedness, fairplay, honesty, impartially, integrity, righteousness and uprightness 

makes deep sense for a decent people. If was a demonstration of good and quality 

leadership. It shows that democratically the governors are beginning to listen to the people 

and also echo their views. After all, the Southern governor’s resolutions was a bold and 

courageous move of what democracy is all about, government of the majority and not of 

the despotic, dictatorial, domineering and high-handed few. (Uchegbu, A.C, 2021, p.19). 

  

The southern governor’s resolutions to fix Nigeria was designed to market the concept of 

“One Nigeria” which they believe in. the Asaba declaration was aimed to unit Nigeria 

more than ever before. The Asaba summit proposed that the share of revenue and income 

going to the Federal Government should be reduce and the share going to the states should 

increase. The purpose was to empowered states and local governments with more fund, 

money and resources to enhance development and employment generations for the 

youthful population of Nigeria. The governor’s wanted the issue of restructured Nigeria 

to be attended to. The Asaba declaration reached decision on devolution of powers, 

banning of open grazing, and many more.  

 

The governors should initiate bills in their diverse states and Assemblies to openly call for 

the restructuring of the police structure to create state police across the federation. This 

will urgently have unbundled the federal police and create state police structure.It is also 

symbolic to point out that the decision coming out of the southern Governors meeting in 

Asaba in the recent history of Nigeria were refreshing, as well as were relevant to fix 

Nigeria. It was an outburst that refute, counter, discredit, negate disprove and rebut the 
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false federal system Nigeria practice since 1966; when the military came to power and 

overthrow the true federal system. The southern governors by this singular bold move 

have shown and symbolized that when united, the Abuja dictators cannot break them. 

They ignored party differences and politics of bitterness to speak out the truth.Their come 

together was a matter of group survival in a hostile political environment and 

enslavement. Since the southern governors controls their various Houses of Assembly so 

it should not be difficult for them to give legal teeth to their resolutions; to rescue the 

southern region from captivity and the menace of killer herdsmen by banning open 

grazing. It was also surprised to note that the Asaba declaration did not leaked before it 

was actualized and declared open to the public. If Nigeria must have a union between the 

North and South, it must be a union of equal partners not masters and slaves. (Mbadiwe, 

E, 2021, p.12). 

  

In this light, the decision of the southern governors to outlaw the age-old open grazing 

system, as well as call for restructuring of the country to address issues threating national 

unity was a popular initiative, as already noted by well-meaning Nigerians. The Asaba 

declaration was a call for peaceful coexistence among diverse ethnic nationalities to fix 

Nigeria. The Asaba declaration further affirmed the exactitude of the common dictum that 

power belongs to the people in a democracy. The primary purpose of the Southern 

Governors meeting in Asaba symbolized that when people come together and submit their 

rights to the government. In return, government should protect lives and property of the 

citizens (Salaudeen , O, 2021, 18). 

 

It is important to note that for long farmers in the three geo-political zones of southwest, 

southeast and southsouth have had to grapple, contend, and struggle with belligerent 

attitude of marauding Fulani herdsmen gallivanting, killing and maiming people in their 

own land in the name of archaic pastoral practice of open grazing of cattle, while the cries 

lasted, the federal government turned a blind eye. At the height of the killing the 

indigenous farmers by killer herdsmen, the federal government came up with a proposal 

for cattle ranching as a lasting solution by the then Minister of Agriculture, Audu Ogbe, 

the incessant clashes continued. Unfortunately, global warming, desertification and Boko 

Haram insurgency were some of the factors that forced the herdsmen out of the North 

down to the South to find grasses for their cows. Sadly, the idea of ranching, however, was 

met with stiff opposition for fear that the planned acquisition of Land for grazing activities 

could constitute a potential danger for the host communities. As a result, leaders and 

farmers in Southern Nigeria vehemently voiced out their resentment to theplan, insisting 

that ceding land to herders, whose criminal activities had created panic in the land, would 

offend the sensibilities of the people, who had been victims of the heinous atrocities.In this 
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light, it is important to note that as far as this matter of open grazing is concerned, the 

people’s opposition to the Fulani impunity backed by the collective action of the 17 

governors of the Southern region, who converged in Asaba, the Delta State Capital, to pass 

the resolution, has undoubtedly reached a point of no return. 

 

For the southern governors to have buried their political differences to come together to 

synergize on the ban of open grazing, the future looks promising for political stability in 

southern region, nay, Nigeria. More so, the collective action of the governors would put 

an end to the threat of insecurity in southern Nigeria by killer herdsmen, banditry and 

insurgency. In this direction, the powers of the Governors and the National Assembly 

would achieve the goal in checking insecurity. To strengthen the capacity for enforcing the 

ban on open grazing, governors should increase funding for vigilante groups in their 

respective states. They should use their security votes to finance their vigilante groups to 

protect forest that are used as a hideout for killer herdsmen. The Governors and the 

National Assembly can work together to change the constitution to achieve restructuring 

of the federal system for majority of Nigerians are in support with the Southern governor’s 

resolution initiative to help fix Nigeria. 

 

Nigerians should take their destiny in their own hands and work with governors to ensure 

a smooth transition to modern method of cattle rearing. According to Itsay Sagay (2021, 

p.19) “The only way to ensure affirmative action on the initiative is for the governors to 

follow up their resolution by making sure that their respective state assemblies pass into 

law enabling acts that will outlaw open grazing”. Under the Land Use Act, the governors 

have control over their states. If that is the case all they need to do is for them to pass 

legislation that will outlaw open grazing, which is what Benue state has done. The 

Governors need not Federal Governments approval to implement the laws that are within 

their competence. The idea of open grazing is totally archaic, totally at valiance with the 

trend in developed countries (Itsay Sagay, 2021, p.19). 

 

It is also commendable to note that Ohanaeze Ndigbo, a socio-cultural group commands 

the governors of southern Nigeria over their stand on open grazing, among other 

resolution. For the first time, they are coming together as a body to take this kind of 

decision. This coming together is a milestone. If symbolizes that they are now serious with 

state of affairs in southern Nigeria, as well as the issue and problems affecting the people. 

The decision of the Asaba declaration by the southern governors was a peoples driven 

resolution. When you push a people to the wall, with time, they will react. Southern 

indigenous farmers have been pushed to the wall by the killer herdsmen and the reactions 

are coming. Southern governors have come together to condemn it; to say enough is 
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enough’. Ohanaeze, and other socio-cultural groups in the Southern region are in support 

of the southern governor’s resolutions which has been communicated to the presidency 

and the National Assembly for immediate implementation of actions and support. 

 

According to Chief Chekwas Okorie (2021, p.19) the resolution of the Southern governors 

on open grazing ban had reduced the rising tension in the country. He further said that its 

implementation would rescue the nation from the precipice. The resolution of the southern 

governors has become one popular initiative that has received applause from across the 

country. There is nobody who means well for Nigeria that will not agree with the 

resolution. Since the governors came out with the resolution, there has been reduced 

tension over the cry of insecurity in Nigeria with the expectation that things might begin 

to get better across the board. Nobody is practicing open grazing anymore. Anybody 

opposing it definitely has another intension. The ban on open grazing may not provide 100 

percent solution, but it will go a long way to fix and move the nation forward because 

every part of the resolution is based on national unity and fair play. It is hope that Nigeria 

may dance away from the precipice, bluff and brink of catastrophe and adversity of 

ethnic’s politics, pretense, crooked and lopsidedness. 

 

As Ebenezer Babalope (2021, p.19) apathy pointed out, open grazing is a travesty of justice 

for some people to take laws into their hands and decide to ravage the land because they 

want to prove an awkward ugly point. Nigerians must get up from where they have 

stopped. The governors should not give up because they have started well and they should 

end it well. Babatope (2021, p.19) equally appeal to the federal Government to give a 

hearing to what the Southern Governors have talked about because it is going to help all 

of us not only to arrest the security situation on the land, but also help the country to move 

forward. The Federal Government should ensure that the resolution the Southern 

governors has passed are implemented to help fix Nigeria, because the present insecurity 

in Nigeria is baffling and terrifying.  

 

1.3 The Short coming and challenge of the Asaba Declaration 

Even though the Asaba declaration had a lot of kudos and praise by the initiators, the 17 

Southern Governors. The call for a national conference had a lot of shortcomings. This is 

because the delegates to the 2014 National conference will view that call with suspicion, 

mistrust and shortsightedness of the governor’s initiatives. This is because another call for 

a National conference by any government in Nigeria without looking into 2014 National 

conference report is a plot to waste government money and mere rhetoric. This is because 

there is no National conference in the present corrupt Nigeria that will be better than the 

2014 National Conference that will help fix Nigeria. It is important to note that the 2014 
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National conference cost Nigeria about ₦8billion. The report is contained in more than 

10,000 pages. It is an important document which the Buhari led administration and the 

National Assembly has not given time to go through. So, asking for another National 

conference or Dialogue, when the report of the 2014 version has not been implemented, 

world be taking Nigeria through another merry-go-round, waste a few more billions, put 

some millions in the pocket of a few people and set the country on a three month circus 

with the APC politicians and leaders making a mockery at the Nigerian people once more 

again. As Uchegbu (2021:19) aptly explained and argued, the 2014 conference had about 

500 delegates, more than half of the delegates were not politicians but professionals drawn 

from the diverse professions, including the military and para military groups. Many of 

them have never had any contact with an elective office or politics. It also had 

representatives of civil society and persons living with disabilities. Youth Organizations 

were also properly represented, including the National Association of Nigerian Students. 

Prior to the commencement of the conference, the committee set up to organize it, led by 

Sen. Femi Okunronmu, toured Nigeria and collated views from every geo-political zone. 

The conference sat over three months and had a very robust discussion on Nigeria and the 

way forward. It hosted 20 committees to dissect the thematic issues about Nigeria’s future 

and make recommendations, the only weakness was that APC, as a political party, 

boycotted the conference though all APC-control states were dully represented. (Uchegbu, 

A.C, 2021, p.19). 

  

It was also important to note that at the end of the 2014 National conference, leader of the 

Northern delegation and Chairman of Arewa Consultative forum (ACF), Alhaji Ibrahim 

Coomassie, lauded the achievements of the conference and said “we did it for one 

Nigeria”. His counterpart in theSouth, Chief Edwin Clarke said, “we came in, we came out 

and we conquered”. While the conference chairman, Justice IdrisKutigi said, “we have 

held a conference and we are more united today than ever”. (Uchegbu, 2021, p.19). 

  

The 2014 National conference had about 600 recommendations to help fix Nigeria. 

Therefore, the call for the Southern governors to hold another National conference, when 

the 2014 National conference report is covered by dust in the shelf is a miscalculation and 

blunder of the Nigerian elites and leaders, who failed to make good use of the best ideas 

gathered by their best brains. In this light, the call for another national conference was a 

good plot to divert attention, because Nigerians will have themselves fixed on issues 

coming from the talk shop while the real problems of insecurity and the need to restructure 

the country are unattended to. 

Another short coming of the Asaba declaration is that the 17 southern governors has 

banned open grazing in southern Nigeria but laws has not been promulgated banning 
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open grazing. Without laws backing the enforcement from their various state Assemblies, 

the Asaba declaration banning open gazing will be mere rhetoric and empty threats,. 

Another drawback of the Asaba declaration is that over time its alleged that some of the 

governors and their Godfathers who had political interest located outside the state and 

region may threaten the good will of the Asaba declaration if they are not properly guided 

by the genuine interest of their people and the Southern region as a political bloc of 

solidarity.  

  

Another defect of the Asaba declaration by the southern governors is the AbubakaMalami 

(2021, p.5) slam and hurl blames on Southern governors for banning open grazing in the 

southern region. The AGF said Southern Governors banning open grazing is the same 

thing as Northern Governors banning spare parts trading in the North, considering the 

fact that Southerners constitute the majority of spare parts traders in Northern Nigeria. It 

was sad to note that in the recent history of Nigeria many kidnappings and killings in the 

southern region have been linked to criminal elements among herders. Unfortunately, 

Malami (2021, p.5) picked holes in the ban on open grazing describing it as illegal and 

unconstitutional. Malami (2021, p.5) had this to say about ban on open grazing: “It is about 

constitutionality. Within the context of the freedoms enshrined in our constitution, can you 

deny a right of a Nigerian? It is as good as saying may be the Northern Governors coming 

together to say that they prohibit space parts trading in the North. Does it hold water? 

Does it hold water for a Northern governor to come and state expressly that he now 

prohibits spare parts trading in the North.? “If you are talking of a constitutionally-granted 

right, the better approach to it is perhaps to go back and ensure that the constitution is 

amended. The freedom and liberty of movement, among others is established by the 

constitution”. “If by an inch, you want to have any compromise, the best approach is to go 

back to the National Assembly for open grazing to be prohibited and see whether you can 

have the desired support for the constitutional amendment in that respect but it is a very 

dangerous position for any governor in Nigeria to think that he can bring about any 

compromise on the freedom and liberty of individuals to move around”. But Malami 

forget to understand that cows are not citizens of Nigerian; they have no constitutional 

rights. Cattle and herders have no constitutional right to move from one part of Nigeria to 

another to destroy lives and livelihood of other people. 

  

Another frailty of the governors on the issue of restructuring is that they are clamoring for 

restructuring and denying a local government, which is a tier of government, the financial 

resources to function effectively. (Malami, 2021, p.5) 
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1.4 Conclusion and Recommendations. 

To achieve the southern governors resolutions bold move and courage to fix Nigeria as a 

modern state for all ethnic nationalities and religious groups, the southern governors 

should go beyond the Asaba declaration to constitute a mass movement that will unite 

them and their citizens to stand the resistance against outside pressure that will want to 

betray and divide them to speak with one voice to protect their interest. The southern 

governors should resist and repulse creeping dictatorship from their godfathers from 

within their states, regions and Abuja that will threaten the aim of the Asaba declaration. 

The Asaba declaration need continuous and coordinated political, economic and social 

backing. This is to say that the Asaba declaration holds the promise of something huge and 

portentous happenings to fix Nigeria. The citizenry need to rally round the governors with 

needed social, political and economic support. The citizenry need to be ever ready to resist 

godfathers that politically want to threaten and mortgaged the governors to be helpless 

and ineffective to protect the interest of their people. The southern governors also need the 

support of the middle belt governors to help them fix Nigeria, likewise the progressive 

leaders in the North. To achieve the goal of the Asaba declaration the governors need to 

start patching up their broken relationships among the diverse ethnic nationalities in the 

former Eastern, mid-western and western regions. There is an urgent need to start building 

bridges of trust and solidarity among the Igbo, Yoruba and the Niger Delta people to 

constantly speak with one voice without the threat of divide and rule from outside 

pressure and tyramy. A good example, which began on January 11, 2018 was when 

Ohanaeze leader, Chief NniaNwodo, signed a pact cooperation with Afemifere Leader, 

Chief Ayo Adebanjo, in Enugu, Capital of the Former Eastern Region. (Anikwe, O. 2021, 

p.31). 

 

To also achieve the aim of the Asaba Declaration to reality, Governors in southern Nigeria 

should urge a come together of their state and national Legislators from the regions to have 

common and coordinated responses whenever injustice and inequity rears its head 

through appointments and sharing of the common wealth, and on lopsided security 

agencies appointments and matters of engagement. This realignment of forces among 

them can produce the result needed to fix Nigeria. To ensure that future rulers in Nigeria 

who are dictators cannot embarks on policies and actions that terrorized the national peace 

and progress of the country. Furthermore, to achieve the goal of the Asaba Declaration the 

governors need massive national media campaign and social media advocacy aimed at 

solidarity support and participations of the citizenry; In a cause that will enthrone justice, 

equity and fairness to help fix Nigeria as a modern state. The Asaba declaration is not a 

war against the core north but a struggle to produce and build an egalitarian society so 

that the various ethnic and religious groups can live in peace and harmony. The Asaba 
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declaration is design to curb injustice and obnoxious laws, policies and action at all level 

of governance in Nigeria. Nigeria need the Asaba declaration urgently since the south is 

increasingly becoming the new playgrounds for terrorists, and mercenaries that are 

somehow finding their way into Nigeria. (Anikwe, O. 2021, p.31) 

 

The Asaba declaration means that the southern governors should start building the strong 

capacity, political will, and caucus to fight against the evil of internal colonialism. The 

Asaba declaration was designed to consciously work to right wrongs of the killer 

herdsmen against crop farmers and to deliver a truly egalitarian society. The communique 

of the southern governors makes deep sense to fix Nigeria.  After all, that democracy is 

about, government of the majority and not of the oppressor. The governor of Benue State, 

Ortorn (2021, p.6) noted that with the Asaba declaration, the Southern governors had 

towed the right path towards addressing insecurity in Nigeria. This is because open 

grazing is no longer feasible in the country due to development and population growth. 

 

Similarly, Amanze Obi (2021, p.31), praise the southern governors resolution on ban of 

open grazing because the armed marauders posing as herdsmen have been terrorizing 

parts of the country, particularly the south, they killed tens of thousands, kidnapped 

hundreds for ransom, raped women and young girls, converted people’s farm to grazing 

fields, destroyed hundreds of houses and displaced communities that played host to them, 

among other criminal acts. There is no southern state that has not been subjected to this 

wanton destruction of life and property by the armed herder. Governors of the affected 

states have been reaching out to the president and security agencies to arrest the slide, but 

no help has come. The governors have since discovered to their disappointment that, as 

Chief Security officers of their states, they have no control over the Security agencies that 

constitutionally empowered to protect life and property. The situation is compounded by 

the fact that the Federal agencies, which have the responsibility to provide security, have 

failed abysmally in this regard. If anything they seem to be providing cover and assistance 

to the blood suckers masquerading as herders. This has been the unenviable lot of the 

governors and the people that elected them (Amanze Obi, 2021, p.31).These are the 

anomalous, abnormal bizsarre and incongruous situations of the governors that result to 

the Asaba declaration to protect themselves and their people life, land and property. The 

Asaba declaration is a strategy of life and survival in an environment of insecurity, fear 

and dead. 

  

According to Ukeh, Onuoha (2021, p.31) the meeting of the southern Nigeria governors 

could not have come at a better time. At a time when the country is on the precipice owing 

to problems of insecurity, economic meltdown, mutual suspicion and division caused by 
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politics and ethnicity, the Asaba meeting is one of the things needed to ginger, activate, 

mobilize and propel the nation to action. The southern Nigeria governors did address the 

issues and made far reaching recommendations, which if perfected and acted upon, would 

help fix Nigeria or solve some of the problems plaquing Nigeria (UkehOnuoha, 2021, p.31). 

The governors should propel the Federal Government into taking actions on things that 

are expedient. In doing this, they should put the country first, as it is important to save a 

dying nation. There has to be a country before political offices.  

 

As Keneth Okonkwo (2021, p.32) aptly pointed out, one of the items in the communique is 

the banning of open grazing across southern Nigeria. This proposition has already been 

enforced by a Northern Governor, Samuel Ortom, who had since signed into law, a bill, 

enacted by Benue House of Assembly banning open grazing in the State. Experimentally, 

this reduced the conflict between crop farmers and herders. Incidences of cattle rustling 

also reduced drastically as provisions criminalizing cattle rustling were inserted into the 

bill. It was a win-win situation for everyone. The guise under which the terrorists were 

operating as herdsmen have been removed and terrorists are now easily identified. The 

genuine herdsmen who are now living peacefully in their ranches and practicing their 

trade are exonerated that all herders are not terrorists. Lessons of open grazing in Benue 

State can be learnt and applied by the Southern Governors to implement on the better 

method of ban of grazing in their States to curb crop farmers and herders conflict in 

Southern Nigeria and Nigeria at Large. Ranching is a better method of cattle rearing than 

open grazing. The fundamental human rights of Nigerians to move about freely and reside 

in any part of Nigeria do not include the right to move around freely with animals in any 

given part of Nigeria. The movement of animals has always been restricted within the 

country. While animals like dogs are restricted because they are harmful to lives of the 

citizens, animals like cows, goats and sheep are restricted because they are harmful to 

livelihoods. Nigerians, particularly the Northerners, are mostly farmers and the idea of 

allowing herdsmen to freely shepherd their livestock into people’s farms to eat up their 

crops and bring about clashes between the farmers and herdsmen is no longer acceptable 

in modern societies (Okonkwo, K. 2021, p.32). 

 

The Southern Governors resolution to the Federal government has exposed the pains of 

majority of Nigerians. Hence, the Buhari led administration should govern the country 

with an open and broad mind. All component units of the country should be treated 

equally. For the sake of justice and fairness, Nigerians generally should take all parts of the 

country for what they are and give them their due respect and entitlement. lopsidedness 

in Federal appointments is injustice and corruption. It Jeopardized, Jettison, endangered 

and threatened the federal character principle. It also discards, chuck and eject mutual love 
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and trust of other ethnic and religious groups who are marginalized and excluded from 

the scheme of things. The Asaba declaration means that the people of southern Nigeria 

must join their governors to start to speak with one voice, irrespective of ethnicity, religion 

and political party; this is because the destiny of the nation is under threat and it is the 

responsibility of every one to salvage it. Southern Nigeria has gone beyond conquest by 

other ethnic group or region in Nigeria based on size and population. Nevertheless, 

technology and intelligence gathering have taken care of that. Furthermore, the southern 

Governors meeting should be on regular basis so as to keep at breast with the current fast 

political development in the country just as their northern counter parts often hold regular 

meeting to protect and defend their regional interest and their people. It is equally 

recommended that the next meeting of the southern governors should expended to include 

notable opinion leaders such as eminent personalities, political gladiators, religious 

leaders, traditional rulers, captains of industries among others from the region with a view 

to tapping or harnessing their wealth of experience, knowledge and wisdom for the benefit 

of the region and its people. (Akabogu, N. 2021, p.12). 
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