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Abstract 
One issue that has occupied the minds of scholars, activists and indeed critical-

minded Nigerians since the return to civil rule in May 1999 is whether the rule of 

law is operational in the country, and is yes, what the role of the mass media is in 

projecting, protecting and sustaining it. This paper set for itself the task of 

answering these questions. In doing so, it employed data collected mainly from 

secondary sources and reviewed through content analysis. Civil society theory 

served as our framework of analysis, and at the end, the paper found that though 

there are copious provisions for rule of law in the 1999 Constitution (as amended), 

yet much of these safeguards have been observed in the breach due to media 

control by the owners, suspect judiciary, citizenship unquestionable acquiescence 

to leadership high-handedness and ineptitude. Recommendations were made on 

how all these challenges can be ameliorated in order to ensure that our democratic 

experience is deepened. 

 

Keywords: Rule of law, mass media, democracy, constitution.  

 

Introduction 

The issue of rule of law and the role of the mass media in promoting and protecting its 

observance in Fourth Republic Nigeria is one that will continue to attract the attention of 

all stakeholders in the Nigeria project. Indeed, it may not be out of place to say that the 

issue has with every passing day become even more engaging to critical-minded observers 

not so much because of its novelty but because of what looks more like the diminishing 

effect of rule of law on our democratic experience and vice versa. Many Nigerians today 

have observed in mute amazement the many excesses of government which are normally 

legitimatized as public policy, eulogized by ubiquitous praise singers and party loyalists 

as being in line with the rule of law and dismissed under the phraseology of “Go to court 
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if you are not satisfied”; and their wonder is encapsulated in the following rhetoric 

questions: (i) Which court? (ii) Is it not the same courts where via legal technicalities a 

person on the fourth position can be pronounced as now occupying the first person with 

all the implications that it carries? (iii) Can they afford the legal fees and the seemingly 

long time it takes the wheel of justice to get to its final destination? (iv) Will government 

obey court order when judgment is finally delivered? 

 

In the face of the above bamboozling scenarios, the average Nigerian is again forced to ask 

if the concept of democracy, especially its liberal brand is coterminous with a rule of law 

that is delusive, elitist, insipid and unsavoury to the poor, or put another way round, is it 

that our brand of rule of law is one that imposes on us a constricting democratic system 

that asphyxiates the poor for the benefit of the rich? If the answers to all these are “yes”, 

then where lies the hope of the common man? To exacerbate matters, our political leaders 

at all levels in the last twenty-one (21) years of civil rule have always boasted of how well 

their administration have been immersed in the process of doling out democratic 

dividends – good roads, electricity, portable water, quality education, first-class medicare, 

security of lives and property to those who they claim elected them into office, much to the 

consternation of the electorates who in bewilderment are always asking where are these 

infrastructure located, and how effective are they?  

 

There is no gainsaying the fact that these are really genuine issues and challenges thrown 

up by our democratic practice and which we must confront and interrogate in the 

remaining part of this paper. 

 

Conceptual operationalization  

(i) Rule of law:  

According to Nweke (2009, pp. 148-150), the doctrine of rule of law is one phenomenon 

which must be present in all modern democracies in order for the citizens to appreciate the 

delectable attributes of the latter. Though he did not give any direct definition of it, he was 

able to explain it as implying three major principles, namely: (i) supremacy of the law in 

all circumstances, (ii) equality of all citizens before the law, and (iii) the existence of 

inalienable fundamental human rights in the constitution of the country.  

 

For Epelle (2016, p. 101-3), the rule of law refers to a situation in which citizens of a country 

are governed according to the laws laid down in the constitution. It is thus the judicious 

use of state power in the preservation of individual rights and privileges as against the 

abuse of power by government and its officials. Just like Nweke (2009) above, Epelle 

affirmed that the doctrine was developed by Professor A. V. Dicey in a work he published 
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in 1885 in which he had averred that, it (the concept) can be disaggregated into three 

principles or attributes as listed above (pp. 102-3).  

 

On his part, Malemi (2015), a lawyer traced the origin of the concept to the era of the ancient 

Greek philosopher, Aristotle, who he claimed had averred at the time that the “rule of law 

is preferable to that of an individual” (p. 118). Continuing, he noted that thereafter, the 

development of the doctrine owed much to the writings of Professor Albert Venn Dicey, 

then of the University of Oxford, who dissected the doctrine into the three afore-mentioned 

aspects. According to Dicey (1885) as quoted in Malemi (2015), rule of law means “the 

absolute supremacy or predominance of regular law as opposed to the influence of 

arbitrary power, and excludes the existence of arbitrariness, of prerogative or even of wide 

discretionary authority on the part of government” (p. 118); it also means “equality before 

the law, or the equal subjection of all classes to the ordinary laws of the land administered 

by the courts” (p. 119); and lastly, it means “a formula for expressing the fact that the law 

of the constitution… (is) the consequence of the rights of individuals as defined and 

enforced by the courts” (p. 120). Summarizing the postulations of Dicey, Malemi (2015, p. 

121), had this to say:  

 

Whenever the rule of law is discussed, its main purpose is to limit and 

thereby check the arbitrary, oppressive and despotic tendencies of power 

and authority… and to ensure equal treatment and protection for all 

persons under the law, irrespective of a person’s race, tribe, sex, class, 

status, religion, place of origin, political views and so forth. 

 

From our brief exposition above, it is apparent that the rule of law is a sine qua non for any 

democratic setting both in terms of its consolidation and its sustainability; this is because 

the enjoyment of the freedom of choice which democracy offers is inexorably linked to the 

existence of rule of law in that society and vice versa. 

 

(ii) Mass media 

According to Gbenga (2015, p.4), the mass media refers to a collection of channels or organs 

of communication and information dissemination that reaches out to a large number of 

persons. In other words, the mass media refers to formal means or instruments through 

which information, notices or ideas are dished out to members of the public. For the 

African Leadership Forum (1999, p.4), mass media is any agency, whether modern or 

traditional, that functions for the articulation, aggregation and dissemination of ideas and 

information with the intention of influencing or controlling an audience or the institutions 

that constitute legalized power and authority. One fact that is obvious from this definition 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Rule of Law, Media and the Nigeria Democratic Experience: Issues, Challenges and Prospects  4 

is that, the mass media or media for short, wields a lot of influence on government and the 

rest of society though obliquely. Little wonder, Shea (1998, p.15) described her as “the 

fourth estate of the realm” (that is appearing sequentially after the legislature, executive 

and judiciary) and exerting enormous influence almost as close to that of the earlier 

mentioned three organs of government. 

 

Traditionally, the media was restricted to three (3) main functions: to inform, educate, and 

entertain the public; but going by the purview of their activities in contemporary time as 

identified in the above definitions, it is difficult not to agree with Shea (1998) that to these 

three functions may be added to: 

a) provoke public debates and discussions on topical social issues leading to greater 

participation by the citizens in matters that concern them; 

b) alert and mobilize public opinion on issues of injustice and/or humanitarian cause; 

c) preserve state secrets and promote national security through pragmatic use of 

information available to it. 

 

A critical look at the above functions shows in clear relief that the media can be a veritable 

instrument for promoting the rule of law in a newly democratising society like Nigeria. 

This is even more imperative for a multi-ethnic state like ours “with an avalanche of 

palpable centrifugal forces tugging at the very foundation of state hegemony” as the media 

is expected to assume a vanguard role in galvanizing society towards centripetal actions 

even in the face of our undeniable cultural diversity (Epelle, 2018, p.1).  

 

It is however, instructive to note at this juncture that how well the media can creditably 

discharge these functions is contingent on three independent variables: 

1) The society in which it operates – how open, and/or receptive to contrary opinion, 

and how developed; 

2) The citizens (the target audience) - how enlightened and conscientized are they; 

and  

3) The media itself - who owns it, what is the basis for its establishment, and what is 

its editorial policy. 

 

As we shall see, each of these variables have a decisive role to play in the effort by the 

media towards achieving the pristine objectives outlined above. So much for the mass 

media, now to the concept of democracy to enable us appreciate how well the mass media 

has leveraged on the latitude provided by the rule of law in nurturing our Fourth Republic 

democratic experiment. 
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(iii) Democracy 

The word democracy is of a Grecian origin where demos stands for “people”, and kratos for 

“to rule”. Hence, to the ancient Greeks, democracy means government of the people. In 

old Athens where the concept was first operated, all adult male citizens took turns to 

participate directly in the act of state governance. Nevertheless, that was the period of the 

city-states where population of citizens never exceeded 5000; today, the cosmopolitan 

nature of our cities makes such direct participation almost impossible. Consequently, 

though the concept of democracy still retains its popular meaning of people’s rule with 

sovereignty residing in the people, yet the latter must exercise this sovereign right 

indirectly through their elected representatives. Little wonder, Diamond (2008, p.6) defines 

it (democracy) as a system of government in which all adult citizens can choose their 

leaders and replace them in regular, free, fair and competitive elections. By implication, in 

a democracy, power belongs to the people and derives from them; the people own the 

government, and not the other way round. Hence, once government begins to decide for 

the people what they must take, when they must take it, and how they are to take it, then 

it is no longer democracy.   

 

We must, however, sound a caveat here and that is, though there are various brands of 

democracy in contemporary time, the kind of democracy we are referring to in this 

discourse is the liberal democratic model perfected by the West and transplanted to 

Nigeria. Some of its distinguishing characteristics include: 

 

1) Government by majority rule but with a guarantee of the right of the minority to 

have their say; 

2) Existence of a strong and fledging opposition capable of taking over government 

from the ruling party at the next election; 

3) Free, fair, credible and periodic elections the intervals of which cannot be changed 

by the ruling party; 

4) Maximum guarantee of the fundamental human rights of citizens; 

5) Existence of universal adult suffrage; 

6) Equal politico-economic opportunities for all citizens; 

7) Independent judiciary (Dye and Ziegler, 1975, p.9; Mackenzie, 2009, p.111; Epelle, 

2016, pp.52-4). 

 

In summary, having come this far, it may not be out of place to say that, weighing our 

democratic experience on the scale provided by the above characteristics, the issues and 

challenges confronting us are quite daunting, through not insurmountable.   
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Theoretical framework 

Civil society 

This work will not concern itself with foraging the array of definitions on the subject in 

order not to allow polemical issues surrounding the operationalization of the concept to 

detain us.  

 

According to Ikelegbe (2001, p.439), civil society is that layer of voluntary, non-state actors 

who utilize socio-cultural, political and ethnic networks in pursuance of objectives which 

are usually of public nature. From the above definition, one can deduce that civil society 

is not an institution of government but made up of ordinary members of society; secondly, 

their activities are not concentrated in only one aspect or sphere of society but is 

ubiquitous; and lastly any entity described as a civil society is normally motivated by 

general welfare desire (Epelle, 2010, pp.93-4). 

 

The utility of this framework of our analysis is that just as civil society is not a public 

organization, the media ideally is also supposed to be a non-state actor. That is not to say 

the government does not, or cannot own media houses in Nigeria; rather we are making a 

hunch here that it is only when the mass media is able to extricate itself from ownership 

control and operate as an autonomous agency from the Nigerian state rather than its 

product, that its relevance in promoting the observance of the rule of law will be optimized 

and appreciated. Even where the government establishes a media house, its interest should 

be on objective dissemination of information to the populace and not aimed at deliberately 

dishing out jaundiced, concocted and manipulative information to the public. In addition, 

the mass media is also supposed to always act in defence of public welfare rather than the 

interest of a privileged few even if this few are their proprietors.  

 

Rule of law, media and the Nigeria democratic experience: Issues and challenges 

Writing on a sub-section such as this where the trajectory of the issues to be analyzed are 

already very obvious can sometimes be very challenging. Issues to be skipped, those to be 

retained, and even those to be perfunctorily treated can, if adequate care is not taken, 

detain one for long. 

 

In an objective sense, the ideal starting point for a discourse of this nature should be: does 

the Nigerian legal system recognize the primacy of the rule of law? Put in clearer relief, 

does the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria acknowledge and promote 

the existence of rule of law? Malemi (2015) provides an answer. According to him, the 

Nigerian constitution as currently worded is the embodiment and epitome of rule of law. 

“The Nigerian constitution as a document of rule of law, provides for rule of law, and it is 
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the basis of the existence of rule of law in Nigeria” (p.126). He gave instances in the 1999 

Constitution to buttress his position which include: 

Section 1:  (1) This constitution is supreme and its provisions shall have binding 

force on all authorities and persons throughout the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (emphasis mine). 

 (2) The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall not be governed, nor shall 

any person or group of persons take control of the government of 

Nigeria or any part thereof, except in accordance with the 

provisions of this Constitution.  

 (3) If any other law is inconsistent with the provisions of this 

Constitution, this Constitution shall prevail, and that other law shall to 

the extent of the inconsistency be void (emphasis mine). 

 

Again, the 1999 Constitution went further to say thus concerning equality before the law 

and fundamental human rights: 

Section 13:  It shall be the duty and responsibility of all organs of government, 

and of all authorities and persons, exercising legislative, executive 

or judicial powers, to conform to, observe and apply the 

provisions of this chapter (Fundamental Objectives and Directive 

Principles of State Policy) of the Constitution. 

Section 14: (1) The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be a State based on the 

principles of democracy and social justice.  

Section 33:  (1) Every person has a right to life, and no one shall be deprived 

intentionally of his life, save in execution of the sentence of a court 

in respect of a criminal offence of which he has been found guilty 

in Nigeria. 

Section 34: (1) Every individual is entitled to respect for the dignity of his person. 

Section 35: (1) Every person shall be entitled to his personal liberty and no 

person shall be deprived of such liberty save in the following 

cases and in accordance with a procedure permitted by law (emphasis 

mine). 

 

Looking at the above impressive and robust sections of the 1999 constitution providing for 

the three afore-mentioned aspects of the rule of law (Supremacy of the law, Equality before 

the law, and entrenchment of Fundamental Human Rights), it is apparent that the 

despondent questions we raised in our introductory section on how and if ever it can be 

enjoyed by the ordinary citizens of the country though palpable is borne out of other 

ancillary reasons (outside of the Constitution itself) bothering on the nature of the Nigerian 
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society, how enlightened the citizenry are, and whose voice the Nigerian press is most 

likely to listen to at critical times (thematic issues which we have earlier mentioned in our 

section on the mass media). A more detailed analysis of some of these issues may be 

necessary here to drive home our point. 

 

First is the nature of the Nigerian state. After several years of military praectorianism, 

scholars believe that the coming on stream of the Fourth Republic on May 29, 1999 was 

merely a transition to civil rule – we are no longer under military rule, but not yet fully 

democratic (International IDEA, 2000; Epelle, 2003; Epelle, 2011). In fact, for International 

IDEA (2000), the current era can be described as a post-military, post-transition and post-

authoritarian one in which the search for true democracy has just begun (p.80). 

Consequently, within this period where our new leaders are learning to climb the 

democratic rope instances of abuse of power (a logical carry over from the era of military 

rule) are to be expected. Indeed, of the four civilian Presidents who have governed Nigeria 

between 1999 and 2020, two were former military Heads of State, hence are more likely to 

shunt aside the seeming labyrinthine tenets of the rule of law and go for the more 

expedient alacritous way the military has been known to do their things.  

 

During the presidency of Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, a former military ruler who again 

governed as a civilian Head of State between 1999-2007, state high-handness and 

arbitrariness was so rampant that the era was aptly described as one of the Hobbesian 

democracy (Epelle, 2003). Even under the current President, abuse of power is still 

pronounced such that earlier in 2020, a national newspaper, The Punch, entered into an 

editorial policy to describe him henceforth as General Mohammadu Buhari in a jeering 

reference to his days as a military ruler.  

 

Unfortunately, not only the President is caught up in this despicable act of not governing 

according to the rule of law, practically, every government official is guilty of it.  If the 

story is not that of a particular state governor not getting a court order as required by law 

before taking certain actions, it is that of another governor closing down his state 

legislature and/or the courts thereby barring these organs of government from performing 

their constitutional duties. Some other time, we hear of legislators at both the national and 

state levels forcibly taking away the mace which is the symbol of authority of the house 

thereby barring his colleagues from sitting. As for the judiciary, stories of the immediate 

past Chief Justice of the Federation engaging in acts not in tandem with the oath of office 

he took is still very fresh in our memory. Many other instances of the use and abuse of 

power by our public officials assail our ears every day. There is brazen disobedience to 

court orders by our public officials, and as if that is not enough, state instruments of power 
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are used to threaten, cajole, maim and blackmail perceived enemies and political 

opponents; extra-judicial killings abound everywhere the trendy one of which is the recent 

case of late Chima Ekwunado and the “Ikokwu Four” in the hands of security agents.  

 

Another instance of how the Nigerian state hamstrings the effectiveness of the rule of law 

is the immunity clause contained in the 1999 Constitution. According to Section 308 of the 

Constitution, the President and his Vice, the state Governor and his Deputy are to enjoy 

immunity from prosecution while in office. While not attempting to question the wisdom 

of the crafters of the Constitution in conferring this protective gear on the occupants of the 

coveted office it remains a moot point if such provision cannot be (or is not being) abused 

by beneficiaries going by our leaders’ model of administrative behavior which tilts more 

towards the maxim of “might is right”. There is no gain saying the fact that some of the 

flagrant display of absolute power and the “king can do no wrong” attitude by these set of 

public officials are the logical fall-out of the fact that they know they cannot be prosecuted 

in their individual capacity for such acts. The result is that ordinary citizens watch in mute 

amazement as executive rascality is legitimized as public policy. 

 

Third is the issue of delegated legislation. The 1999 Constitution in Sections 4, 5, and 6 

delegated legislative, executive and judicial powers to the legislature, executive and the 

judiciary respectively. However, due to the exigencies of modern governance, the need to 

save the time of parliament and allow for quick response to social problems in times of 

emergency (like the current Covid-19 pandemic), we see both the National Assembly and 

the state legislatures wittingly or unwittingly extending their law making powers to the 

executive. The result is the current spate of Executive Orders that are competing with each 

other for space in our heads. In other clines, Executive Orders may carry altruistic 

intentions and be driven by objectivity at all times; but in Nigeria where primordial, 

clannish and ethnic considerations come first before the public good, they can be a tool for 

pursuit of private interest. To exacerbate matter, our pattern of political culture which 

reifies sycophancy to an art will blind our eyes to the excesses of the executive whenever 

this happens (as is often the case) and at best pitch one group of sheepish executive 

loyalists against another group of implacable opponents of the president/governor.  

 

In the face of this entire miasma, it is logical to expect an aggrieved person to approach the 

courts for justice; but herein lies the dilemma. Besides the legal fees involved, the ordinary 

Nigerian sees the courts as very slow in their dispensation of justice. Bearing in mind that 

“justice delayed is justice denied” an impatient person can, and do, resort to self-help 

thereby aggravating the already beleaguered status of the rule of law in the country. Even 

where the judgement is quick to come, it may be miscarried to the highest bidder as the 
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judge may do it the Nigerian way – a way that has set the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) after some of them in recent time. 

 

Moving on to the second thematic issue, the citizens; it is an incontrovertible fact that many 

Nigerians are politically docile and unperturbed about how well the government conducts 

itself within the ambit of the law and/or how well their fundamental human rights are 

protected and promoted by the State. Even where the press, through its agenda-setting 

mode, puts a particular human right infraction on the front burner of public discourse or 

a civil rights group decides to seek for justice on behalf of an injured person, there has been 

instances where the latter has gone behind the scene to collect peanuts from the “big” 

offender and settle for an out-of-court arrangement. 

 

Assuming without conceding that there are more educated citizens today than in the past, 

yet many Nigerians do not know how to demand for their rights. Some of these educated 

persons have never read through the 1999 Constitution to know the content nor do they 

even have a copy! They believe it is only meant for lawyers. Listening to some of the un-

informed comments of callers in radio phone-in programmes will convince any doubting 

Thomas about many Nigerians’ ignorance concerning their civic rights, duties and 

obligations. Needless to say the loss of the citizen in this regard is a gain for the right abuser 

who is now emboldened to continue in his/her opprobrious act.  

 

The third thematic issue in the discourse on the challenges in our democratic experience 

since the outset of the Fourth Republic is the mass media, or the press as it is sometimes 

called. There is no denying the fact that democracy as a system of government has 

continued to enjoy widespread support among the populace since May 1999 when it took 

root in the country. As earlier said, we are still transiting to a full-fledged democracy and 

one institution that has a key role to play in ensuring the entrenchment of democratic 

norms in our policy is the press. This it can do by transcending the earlier mentioned 

traditional roles of informing, educating and entertaining the citizens to more pragmatic 

roles of agenda-setting (on the ideals of the liberal democratic ethos) and gate-keeping to 

ensure that the rule of law and the freedom of the media itself is protected by government 

officials at all times.  

 

In most countries in the world, more especially the developed ones, the press is saddled 

with the altruistic responsibility of monitoring the government, protecting universal 

interests, guarding the rights of the more vulnerable groups in society and generally 

advocating for causes that enhance all-round development of the polity. No doubt, all 

these are democratic values in a sense. In fact, as Oseni (2005) has emphatically noted: 
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“democracy and journalism are soul mates; you really cannot have one without the other” 

(p.12). He hinged his argument on the fact that it is only a democratic climate that can bring 

out the best in journalism, while conversely “democracy itself can never take root nor be 

nurtured in an atmosphere inimical to the provision of alternative choice which journalism 

promotes” (Oseni, 2005, p.12). 

 

The question now is how much of this standard practice has the Nigerian media come close 

to especially within the period of the Fourth Republic. It is common knowledge that in 

Nigeria, there is use and abuse of the media especially by the owners – a problem that is 

more pronounced in the period leading up to a general election. According to Epelle (2018), 

 

Were the owner of a particular press is the government, then the 

journalists working there must give prominence only to issues approved 

by top political executives not minding whether it is the truth or jaundiced 

official opinion. The same goes for staff of private media houses. 

Sometimes, because most private media owners in Nigeria are politicians 

and/or have strong political connections, they institute editorial policies 

that do not rock the boat (p.5). 

 

In a situation such as this where the press is literally gagged, is it very possible that it can 

also play the role of a public watch dog? If no, then wherein lies the hope of the masses for 

a check on the excesses of government, to wit, a preservation of the rule of law? Needless 

to say that the Nigerian media, especially the privately owned ones, has in some instances 

been able to discharge its duties creditably, but the result from many of others (especially 

government-owned) has been quite discouraging – ostensibly, a case of “he who pays the 

piper dictates the tune”. For the latter group, rather than leverage on the linchpin provided 

by the Freedom of Information Act (2011), they have regrettably continued on the old 

beaten path of seeing every infraction by public officials from the lens of the Official Secret 

Act where government excesses are covered up in the name of promoting state security. 

 

Conclusion and Way Forward 

Having come this far in our narrative of the travails of rule of law and the mass media in 

Fourth Republic Nigeria, the question to ask now is: is it all gloom or is there hope and 

prospects for good governance and press freedom in the country? Going by the Law 

dictum that, “where there is a wrong, there is a remedy” it is clear that the issues raised 

above may appear very challenging and daunting but expectedly, they also have a remedy-

especially where our leaders commit themselves to governing according to the spirit and 

letter of the Constitution. 
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Consequently, it is the conclusion of this paper that if Nigerian leaders live according to 

the oath of office and oath of allegiance they swore on assumption of office, then all the 

other variables mentioned below will take a cue from them and adjust accordingly. 

According to Epelle (2013), some Nigerians have wrongly laid the blame of our 

development inertia on the door-step of democracy rather than on poor leadership. For 

these skeptics, there is no plausible explanations for the divergence in democratic 

dividends between the western world and Nigeria than that democracy itself was not 

meant for a society like ours. Interestingly, one thing which was skipped by these persons 

is that democracy is about people; it takes patriotic people to operate it. Hence if we are to 

build a viable democratic experience, then our “leadership must embark on a complete 

value-reorientation programme, eschew parochialism and use political power for the 

benefit of the generality of the citizens” (Epelle, 2013, p. 214). Once all these are faithfully 

done, then rule of law will come to stay in our country. 

 

It may be instructive to state here that beyond leadership re-orientation, many of the other 

problematic issues we highlighted in our analysis also contained the seed for their 

remediation. These include: 

 

(i) Citizenship education: There is need for civic education to be made compulsory 

both at the secondary and tertiary education level. At the latter level it can become 

an integral aspect of General Studies course so as to make students know their 

rights and be prepared to demand and/or enforce it; 

(ii) There should be a reduction in the discretionary powers of the President, his 

Vice, the state Governors and their deputies. The use of delegated legislations 

and Executive Orders by our Chief executives in recent time is becoming very 

alarming and very suspect too and if not checked may spell down for all of us in 

the near future. 

(iii) A truly independent judiciary: According to Epelle (2016, p. 107), “the judiciary 

is the fulcrum on which the rule of law revolves”. This is because they are the only 

body competent enough to interpret the law and punish offenders. Anyone who 

feels his/her rights have been trampled upon goes to them for redress; and it is in 

this light that they are seen as the “last hope of the common man”. Consequently, 

if they are cowed by any of the other two arms of government, or allow themselves 

to be compromised, then our collective conscience is also compromised. 

(iv) Reduction in the cost of litigation: There is the urgent need to reduce the cost of 

hiring the services of a lawyer and seeking redress in Nigerian courts. There is also 

need to accelerate the wheels of justice in the country so that aggrieved parties 

may not, out of frustration, resort to self-help. 
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(v) A free press: As we have earlier said, where the press is free, the rule of law will 

thrive. Interestingly, this is dependent on a phoney circle of “the nature of the 

society in which the press operates; the citizens’ disposition to enforcing their 

rights; and the ability and willingness of the press itself to shake off the 

encumbrances surrounding her”.             

 

References 

Africa Leadership Forum (1999). The media in a democracy. Otta-Ogun State: Farm House 

Dialogue 15.  

Diamond, L. (2008). Democratic development and economic development: Linkages and policy 

imperatives. Democracy and Development Round Table organized by International 

IDEA and Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi, June 17-18. 

Dye, T. & Ziegler, L. H. (1975). The irony of democracy: An uncommon introduction into 

American politics. California: Wardsworth Inc. 

Epelle, A. (2003). Hobbesean democracy and politics in Nigeria: the Fourth Republic in 

perspective. In Iyoha, F. E., Aghayere,m V. O. & Oviasuyi, P. O. (Eds). Rethinking 

governance and development in the 21st century. Ekpoma: Institute for Governance 

and Development.  

Epelle, A. (2010). Attaining the millennium development goals in Nigeria: The role of civil 

society in women development. International Journal of Educational Development, 

1(1), 92-101. 

Epelle, A. (2011). The Nigerian state and the dual mandate dilemma in the Niger Delta: 

Challenges of mediating between oil multinationals and resource control 

agitations in the region. Journal of International Diversity, 2, 3-11. 

Epelle, A. (2013). Democratic politics and undemocratic politicians: Leadership failure and 

development crisis in Nigeria. Journal of Multidisciplinary Social Discourse, 8(5), 214-

225.  

Epelle, A. (2016). Basic forms and organization of government: A comparative perspective. 

Onitsha: Bookpoint Limited. 

Epelle, A. (2018). The media and cultural development in the Nigerian state. A keynote address 

presented at the South-south Maiden Zonal meeting of Radio, Television, Theatre 

and Arts workers Union of Nigeria (RATTAWU) held at Nigeria Television 

Authority, Port Harcourt, October 15. 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999).  Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as 

amended). Lagos: Government Printers.  

Gbenga, A. (2015). The mass media in democratic government. Lagos: Kelo’s Printers. 

Ikelegbe, A. O. (2001). Perverse manifestations of civil societies in Nigeria.  Journal of 

Modern African Studies, 35(2), 12-22. 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Rule of Law, Media and the Nigeria Democratic Experience: Issues, Challenges and Prospects  14 

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) (2000). 

Democracy in Nigeria: Continuing dialogue(s) for nation-building. Stockholm: Sweden.  

Mackenzie, I. (2019). Politics: Key concepts in philosophy. London & New York: Continuum 

International Publishing. 

Malemi, E. (2015). The Nigerian constitutional law. Ikeja, Lagos: Princeton Publishing 

Company.  

Nweke, K. (2009). Fundamental elements of government and politics. Port Harcourt: Rodi 

Printing & Publishing Company.  

Oseni, T. (2005). Media all the way. Lagos: Diamond Publications Limited. 

Shea, M. (1998). Mass media in democratic societies. New Delhi: Chaman Enterprises. 

 

 


