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Abstract 
The paper focuses on the state of the Nation with its accompanying insecurity 

leading to the destruction of lives and properties. The paper describes insecurity 

as a period of great danger, difficulties or confusion, when the confidence about 

yourself and the relationship with other people is not guaranteed. The state of the 

nation now is that of hunger, unemployment and many people are now killed 

every day and the government is not doing much to project the citizens. The paper 

adopts Thomas Hobbes state of the nation and the conflict theory to analyze the 

study. The paper discount that part of what heightened  the crisis is because of the 

attitude of our leaders and the political class who involves themselves in 

corruption and measure looking of the treasuring white majority of the citizen  

where in poverty. It concluded by stating that of we have good leader’s things will 

be better for everyone. It was this corruption and embezzlement of fund that given 

rise to religions agitation and marginalization. Finally, the paper recommended a 

way out which include dealing with the issue of Joblessness unemployment, 

corruption and resource control if this are properly dealt with and those who have 

been involved in killing the innocent citizens are brought to book things will 

become better and ensure security for citizens’ lives and properties.   
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Introduction 

The nature of the Nigerian state in recent times has become very worrisome because of 

insecurity. There is no better time to describe the situation in the Country as a period of 

insecurity than this period since after the second Republic in Nigeria and the emergence 

of the Boko Haram and the accompanying danger of killing of innocent citizens both in the 

Northern and Southern parts of the Country.   

 

The Advanced Oxford Dictionary (2009) defined insecurity as the lack of security or 

uncertainty, a state of being subjected to danger and vulnerability. It is also a crucial or 

decisive moment or turning point or a time of difficulty and distress. 

 

Recently there has been the emergence of another insecurity brought about by the activities 

of the deadly herdsmen as popularly called Hausa Fulani Herdsmen. As insecurity may 

not be entirely new, it has assumed a very dangerous dimension in the Nigerian state since 

the emergence of the second republic till the beginning of 2021. There has been violent 

eruption of different crisis in different villages and towns in Nigeria leading to insecurity 

Onwudire and Berwind Dort (2010). It is a period of uncertainly and great danger, 

everything in Nigeria is almost at a failure, name them, is it political situation, the electoral 

process, civil servants irregular salary, Herdsmen and the farmers clashes leading to so 

many deaths Kohnent (2004), commenting on the insecurity crisis and the state of the 

Nation, stated that the general election of 2003 and 2007 could be compared to those of 

1964 and 1983 election in Nigeria which had widespread crisis and violence. The gravity 

of this insecurity has attracted the Human right watch report of the extent of insecurity 

and violence that took place leading to destruction of many lives and properties. 

 

 The report describe  insecurity as a period of great danger, difficulty or confusion when  

confidence about  yourself  or your relationship with other people is not  guaranteed, it is 

a  period  when people’s lives are not safe  or protected. Nigeria could be said to be 

swimming inside the period of uncertainly insecurity and a great danger everything in 

Nigeria is almost at a failure. Situations of insecurity and uncertainty have become the 

order of the day in the Nigerian state; there is constant killings and destruction of lives and 

properties on a daily basis. The government of the day is not doing anything serious to 

stop that. The same situation is found in many states in Nigeria where citizens are not sure 

of what will happen in the nest moment. The worrisome situation is that upon all these 

happening, none of the perpetrators has been arrested or brought to book. No wonder 

Alawiye (2007) likens the Nigerian state to be a “diabetic” patient whose excess sugar in 

its blood stream served no positive purpose. 
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Between 2007 and 2017 many innocent citizens were killed by the hands of Boko Haram 

insurgency, it was so terrible that people were killed indiscriminately whether in the 

market or church and in any form of gathering places, citizens are not safe anywhere in 

the country. A total of more than four million people have been killed Alawiye (2014). In 

the recent past, there was another group, the Hausa Fulani Herdsmen ravaging every nook 

and cranny of the state in the country, particularly in the Northern and the Middle belt 

areas of the country. A situation where people are killed and murdered at ease and the 

government of the day has not done anything tangible to stop them. As a matter of fact, 

since the emergence of the Hausa Fulani onslaught in Nigeria an estimated number of over 

20,000 people had been killed and the greatest surprise is that not even one of the 

perpetrators have been arrested and prosecuted. 

 

Statement of Problem 

  The problem is that many people are dying and people are worried of the present 

insecurity situation in the Nigerian state. The leaders massively involve in corruption and 

looting of the treasury until now, the citizens are still hearing of the recovery of the Abacha 

loot, Abacha who ruled Nigeria more than (20) twenty years ago, we are still recovering 

his stolen money. Even the recovered money, there has not been serious evidence that 

recovered loot has been put into effective use rather it is another opportunity for money 

transfer abroad by the leaders. Kew (2006), posit that Nigeria has lost its pride of place in 

the African continent to corruption, wasteful management of its enormous oil resources 

and patron client politics. The World Bank in 2005 listed Nigeria as one of the 46 countries 

facing insecurity situation in the world Ireanusi (2006). 

 

Insecurity situation increases, partly because of the attitude of the political elite who 

parade themselves in highly costly cars with stolen money and high level of corruption 

when the majority of the people are poor and hungry. The situation in the country has 

made it impossible for them to get jobs and take care of their families. Many have died and 

some have taken to criminality. Since the past and present government has decided not to 

solve the insecurity situations, the same government has decided to hide under ethnicity 

and the peoples ignorance to fuel this insecurity situation, some of these problems could 

be ethnic rivalry between different communities as a result of socio-economic wants and 

land dispute which if properly handled will not generalize into conflict of killing and 

destruction of lives and properties. 

 

The paper is structured into the following sections or subgroup: Introduction, Conceptual 

Clarification, Causes of insecurity situations, and the state at the Nation, theoretical 

framework of analysis, the way forward and conclusion. The basic argument of this paper 
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is that insecurity situation in Nigeria is manmade that is, it is somehow generated by the 

attitude and the nature of the leadership in the country. 

 

If good leaders emerge and rule with good examples, the people will follow and the crisis 

that lead to insecurity situation will be reduced or settled amicably. The leaders cannot be 

parading themselves in ill-gotten wealth and the masses will be there watching them 

spending the money that belong to all of us alone. 

 

The most of the crisis that had taken place in Nigeria whether religious riot, Boko Haram, 

ethnic and communal crisis all are based on economic wants and needs under the guise of 

religion or ethnic disturbances. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

An advanced English dictionary Britannica Vol. 1, 1768 sees insecurity as a period of crises 

and danger, difficulty and confusion, a time of economic crises, a period when people are 

not safe or protected. Based on the above definitions, it means a period when the citizens 

are not safe or protected. It is the role of the government to protect and care for the welfare 

of its citizens, when the government is not able to perform this role, and then there become 

a period of insecurity. It is this period in Nigeria that has been responsible for the killings 

and destruction of lives and properties. 

 

Alawize) 2014) says that insecurity is responsible for all the killings and destruction of lives 

in Nigeria. The reason for all these is that the state or political elite have been involved in 

class struggle to gain control of the state power while in this state of affairs many have 

been killed. The crises of control of state power and mineral resources which is the actual 

source of state resources and power has kept the citizens under perpetual poverty and 

attack by all sorts of groups under the guise of religions. 

 

The youth who are unemployed and are hungry, will not just sit down and allow these 

corrupt leaders enjoy the wealth that belong to all of us alone this will give rise to an 

insecurity situation in the form of kidnapping and violent attack UNICEF (2005) stated 

that poverty as an aspect of insecurity is multi-faceted condition which include poor access 

to public service, unsanitary environment, ignorance and illiteracy. Kutesea (2009) sees 

insecurity as part of the ways by which people naturally express their social differences 

and human perpetual struggle for justice and self-determination according to (Zaremba 

2011) the causes of insecurity crises in Nigeria include, the issues of marginalization, 

agitation, imbalances in appointment to federal position and in Education. Insecurity crises 

increased in its dimension in Nigeria partly because citizens are hungry, no Jobs, lives 

become very unbearable and the situation in the country has made it impossible for them 
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to take care of their families. Onuohas (2007) describing the situation in Nigeria and the 

type of insecurity crises stated that when the citizens are not protected and when the level 

of protection is not adequate enough for the citizens to be free from attacks, hungry, 

poverty, disease and sudden violent attack and disasters become the order of the day. 

 

According to Lujala (2010), the situation in Nigeria in recent times have shown that the 

citizens have been left in the hands of individuals such as the Boko Haram, Fulani 

Herdsmen and others to be massacred and killed anyhow, the figure showed that over two 

millions defenseless civilians have been killed in Nigeria according to US based Global 

Terrorist data base 2014 as cited by Emeka Augustine from 2007-2014. 

 

Factors Responsible For Insecurity Situations in Nigeria. 

The major factors responsible for insecurity crises in Nigeria whether religious crises ethnic 

crisis, Boko Haram insurgency, quest for resource control, marginalization problems and 

corruption etc. all are based on economic condition in Nigeria. Insecurity increases in 

different direction partly because people are hungry and jobless. There have been deadly 

religious conflict and crises emanating from religious extremism and bigotry in the north, 

massive ethnic violence in the middle Belt, south East and south west with untold hardship 

and heavy loses of lives and properties worth billions of Naira. If you go through the root 

causes of these crises you will discover that it is because the youth are jobless and majority 

of the citizens are hungry and are clamoring for a change of government. When these 

agitation and desire for a change is not yielding any result, the nest action is to carry arms 

and ammunitions. 

 

Anarfi (2004) posits that the most dangerous causes of these insecurity situations emanate 

as a result of bad government. 

 

Corruption is another serious factor; this weevil called corruption has eaten very deep into 

the fabrics of the country called Nigeria. Nigeria is now described as the second corrupt 

country in the world by Transparency international 2011(TI). Corruption is a deadly 

disease that has dealt a deadly and severe blow to the Nigerian economy. Kubaje 2015, 

posts that Nigeria earned $2.512 trillion dollars from export of petroleum product in the 

month between April and June 2015.The Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in 

its foreign trade statistics for the second quarter of 2015 also stated that Nigeria recorded 

a total of N4.372 trillion and trade surplus of N=1.4 trillion in the same year. Also, Punch 

April 2015; Njoku quoted Ngozi Okonjo-Iwaela that Nigeria realized about N40 Billion 

from crude oil export in the first quarter of 2015. In all these and many more facts which 

showed that Nigeria is a very rich country but in all these the leaders saw their positions 
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as God given opportunity to loot and transfer money abroad. Up till now, we are 

recovering Abacha loot-OkonjoIwula (2009) 

 

Another serious factor that has led to the insecurity crises in Nigeria is the case of 

marginalization. This factor has given rise to ethnic militia and ethnic crises in Nigeria. 

According to Ogunde (2000) some ethnic groups are crying that they are marginalized and 

dominated. This has given room to the emergence of some agitation groups like movement 

for the survival of Ogoni people (MOSOP) the Niger Delta volunteer forces (NDVF) 

Movement for the emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND) and movement for the survival of 

Biafra (MOSSOP). 

 

In all, we can decipher that the problem of Nigeria can be divided into both political and 

economic factors and others which are all included in poverty, hunger, corruption and the 

second one is bad leadership which gives room to marginalization and agitations. If we 

have good leaders, all problems will be a thing of the past. The entire religious crises are 

of hunger wars fought under the guise of religion. If we have a good leader all these will 

fissile away completely 

 

State of the Nation 

Part of the problem we have today is that Nigeria is never a nation. The Nigerian state is a 

geographical division brought about by the amalgamation of the North and south in 1914 

by the British colonial masters who sewed the seed of division and ethnic differences in 

the Nigerian state, by the time they handed over power to the Nigerian leaders; this seed 

of division had already germinated. The British when handing over power to the Nigerians 

did not hand over power to the right Nigerians, power was handed over to their 

representative those who would continue to make returns to them and who will give them 

opportunity to continue to rule and dictate for us even when they had handed over power 

to the Nigerians. They showed them how to transfer money abroad.  

 

Those Nigerian they handed over power to continued in the same corruption manner those 

who have handed over power to them thought them. They provided them with easy and 

self-handling of stolen money No- wonder the various government or leaders of Nigeria 

swarm into economic prosperity and Neglected agriculture and pursue the easy oil money. 

By the year 2000, agitation of the various groups or bodies involved in the oil resources 

struggles had resumed a very dangerous dimension resulting to killing, kidnapping, 

bombing of oil facilities and all kinds of insecurity crises. Insecurity crises in Nigeria 

started with this group of elite handed over power to, which is in turn sowed political 

crises in their various political parties NPC, NCNC and AG group, turning the parties in 
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to regional base, which later degenerated into agitation by ethnic minorities in the Niger 

Delta region because of marginalization and exclusion from the mainstream of affairs. 

 

This finally gave rise to a wide range of insecurity. Nigeria is a prosperous nation state 

with a population of about 170 million and occupies a land mass area of about 923,770 

square kilometers Sodaro (2001). 

 

The custom and tradition of the ethnic groups in Nigeria provide a prosperous people but 

is now heightened by large scale of crime, official violence, corruption and unemployment. 

Majority of the youth now want to live big and pursue easy way to manse or acquire 

wealth. Taken example from our leaders who go about in very powerful and costly cars, 

displaying their influence and ill-gotten wealth since they have no other way to make it 

and get rich like their leaders the only option was to indulge in kidnapping and robbery. 

Recently what is reigning in Nigeria now is the internet fraud  popularly called (Yahoo 

Plus) where they indulge in rituals killings and other dangerous means to get money Tayo 

(2006). 

The state of the nation now showed a more violent crises and insecurity conflicts which 

are caused by clashes of different value system that fall within the realm of religious 

bigotry, ethnic cleavage political differences  and electoral malpractices that are thrown up 

by the negative zero –sum game dynamics of our failed political class and corrupt leaders. 

 

The insecurity situations have become very alarming which is an indication of the state of 

the Nigerian State. People now hardly, move about freely, suddenly you hear somebody 

has been kidnapped, killed or rapped, or Herds men attack. 

 

Theoretical Framwork of Analysis 

Thomas Hobbes on the state of nature could be used to analyse this study. His argument 

on the origin of insecurity and conflict was that nature has made men equal. Given this 

equality, they all feel that they have the same benefits of life and equal hope of acquiring 

the benefit of life. Competition arises and with its enmity leviathan 4,94 Hobbes therefore 

says that if any two men desire  the same thing which never the less they cannot both enjoy, 

they become enemies.  The result being that men endeavor to destroy or subdue one 

another during this struggle 

 

The custom and tradition of the people of Nigeria provide a propitious group with a 

heightened scale of crime of insecurity and official violence. In traditional society Many 

men, if not all shrove to become big through hard work  karim (1982), the picture we get 

now is that many people build themselves up and compete to dominate everyone within 

their constituency. A few become extremely outstanding to the extent that they 
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overshadow the rest either by hook or by crook. Big men become praise not only for their 

generously, magnificent style and personal display of wealth, and also their ability to 

acquire wealth by corruption means including eliminating any body that tries to oppose 

or challenge them. 

 

On the other hand fragility theory according to Hansen (2003) tries to explain the origin of 

insecurity on the ground that insecurity occurs when a section of a country or group of 

individuals could decide to take to conflict and insecurity because their expectations were 

not met by the government of the day. Because they were denied major opportunity like 

employment etc in order words when a state fails in its responsibility to provide the basic 

necessities of life, and where the citizens could not trust the leadership, the state becomes 

very fragile. 

 

In Nigeria since the second republic in May 29, 1999 many ethnic groups have been 

involved in different types of conflict and insecurity crises as a result of unemployment 

corruption marginalization and poverty in fact when the legitimacy of a state is in question 

based on the fact that the citizens are not carried alone such a state must as a matter of time 

result to insecurity crises. 

 

Summary 

The present state of the nation now is very deplorable and very fragile in the sense that 

most businesses have closed, People are afraid to travel outside the state; the farmers no 

longer go to farm because of the fear of Hausa Fulani herds men attack in the rural areas. 

Every day we hear of constant killings and rapping of women in the farms. This has 

affected production process and business live of the people particularly in the north east, 

and southern part of the country even worse to be specific Bronu area of the Country 

Alawiye(2012). The situation has become so fragile as I said early in the sense that every 

little issue now result in to crises and opportunity for jobless people to capitalize on it to 

loot people’s property in the street and in the market places at very little provocation. 

Armed robbery and kidnapping have become very pronounced in most of the Nigerian 

high ways, the police and the army have not been able to stop these criminals in the 

Nigerian high ways, in situation where you are not able to satisfy their demands or where 

they are unable to get a satisfactory amount of money from their kidnapper, that person 

death becomes the immediate judgment. Many innocent citizens and even foreigners have 

been killed because they were not able to provide enough money to theses bandit and 

criminals on the Nigerian major high ways. The resultant effects are that most Nigerians 

have found it difficult to move about freely. Up till now, the case of the chibouk girls 

kidnapped in their school premises has not been settled and many have not returned also.  
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There have been a high level of sexual abuses(human right watch 2014), insecurity 

situation have become the order of the day in Nigerian state whether ethnic violence 

terrorist attacks, Hausa Fulani Herdsmen, Boko Haram activities , kidnappers and various 

Nigerian state now is like one trekking on a tent peg ready to explode (Iroanusi 2004) 

 

Conclusion 

Insecurity crises in Nigeria has a background causes, as I stated earlier, most of the wars 

are ethnic Crises etc are as a result of bad leadership which the resultant effect manifest 

into hungers religious wars which are wars of poverty fought under the guise of religious. 

Nigeria has a very high percentage of jobless people. Unemployment in Nigeria is high 

and the rate of corruption is very alarming the institutions established in Nigeria to fight 

corruption no longer work. The Nigerian legislators who supposed to stand above board 

become the supervisors of the corrupt act. 

Niyi (2012). They have become more corrupt than corruption itself. 
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