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Abstract 
The search for Justice and peace is a universal activity that concerns every rational 

man and women of every age and position today. Our society is secular, multi- 

ethnic and religious in nature, where the search for Justice and peace has become 

so paramount and desired by individuals, families and nation. The paper seeks to 

examine “Justice and peace: veritable tools for humanizing A dehumanized 

Nigerian society” is aimed at exhuming the need for Justice and peace which are 

vital tools for restoring the deprived rights and position of which the peace which 

he is supposed to be enjoyed by all in the society. Injustices have taken the lead 

hatching into violent activities like Boko Haram, Niger delta militancy, cattle 
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rustlers, human traffickers, herdsmen militias, Drug Baron, Prostitution, ethno- 

religious crises as a result of the proper recognition of the place of injustice and 

peace in restoring the degraded prestige of man and society. The paper adopted 

phenomenological, comparative and critical approaches to study the scenario of 

injustice as they are been perpetrated at all spheres of human endeavors to retard 

development and mutual harmony.  The paper discovered that envy, jealousy, 

lack of fear of God, lack of respect for fellow humans, bad parental upbringing, 

bad association with bad peers, improper enlightenment on the need to be imbibed 

or restore the place of Justice and peace for national harmony are responsible for 

the dehumanized state of the Nigerian society today. The paper recommends that, 

dignity and Justice and peace be restored and respected so as to experience 

harmony in all facets of life endeavor in the society. Religious leaders should 

exhort on the need for their congregation eschew hatred, envy corruption and the 

likes that would destroy a virtually a God harmonious created society. Moral 

lessons should be taught to children at schools, at home so as to grow to be lovers 

of Justice and peace; center for peace studies be revamped in our institutions so as 

to proffer solutions to the lingering crises due to injustice which give room to 

conflicts. 
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Introduction 

No nation on earth can progress without the place of Justice and peace. Hence the quest 

for Justice and peace is a yearning universal phenomenon that affects every existing 

human. Man is a social being and he has the mental faculty to choose how he would live 

his life with his fellow beings. The very nature of man is made in such a way to fulfill the 

desire of this creature the nature and man are works of God. This concept is expressed 

through the saying that God created all things, through giving him. The name creator ( 

Mbiti, 1969: 3). 

 

Individual person is a social being by nature and at the same time and autonomous and a 

communal being because he/she is capable of making a choice and enjoys some autonomy, 

the individual can cast a critical and objective view on the values and practice endorsed 

and encouraged by his or her community (Osuji, 2016: 9) when people agitate for Justice 

in whatever forms, and is being denied them, it result to violence which retards 

development at all facets. 

 

Since Justice and peace are prerequisite for any meaningful society to achieve the 

furtherance of harmonious way living, when rights of people are abused, the individual 

transmit those actions into negative omens of vices. Poor governance, unequal 
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distributions of resources, amenities to victims of flood, herdsmen attacks, fire and other 

related areas of needs, this clearly shows that Justice and peace won’t exist they course 

they sought for the pursuit of economic development by all government is vital to the 

restoration of peace if only Justice will prevail and it would be followed soon by peace. 

Our world today is characterized by dehumanization of the rational beings to the level of 

less human, through various societal ills which escalate into war, crises leading to the 

violation of human rights, oppression and leading to command and relying conflicts. 

These vices have served as catalyst for the disintegration of the Nigerian society where 

peace and Justice should serve as panacea for vital restoration of the dehumanized society 

to a humanized one, where the sense of Justice and peace will prevailed when sought and 

allowed to will give a society the identity it deserves. 

 

Justice and peace are two side of a coming that, their absence in any family or society 

warrants to the escalations of an unceasing conflicts or war. Similarly, ethno- religious 

crises ignites from a dehumanized society, where corrupt way of life takes over virtuous 

standard of living of all members. Peace is not stagnant by diverse. It is like the wind that 

blows everywhere, and when liked, it becomes useful to the persons concerned. Justice 

and peace are veritable tools towards humanizing a dehumanized Nigerian society. Justice 

and peace are correlated and cannot be separated because their duality ensures essence of 

the existence a better society: peace and Justice are what evenly rational being requires on 

earth, if not, the world totally go disarray. 

 

The Nigerian society is really at the verge of collapsing because of the persistent deprival 

of Justice to the common man, which has resulted into divergent crises at all ramifications 

because the need for Justice is denied at all spheres. Justice and peace are the positive fruit 

of virtue, while vice is in Justice and chaos. In any society where there is no Justice and 

peace, such a society becomes a dehumanized one, where the dignity of humanity is been 

taken by violence rather than clothed with virtues of Justice of peace for a better experience 

of the tranquility, of a just and harmonious society. 

 

Clarification of terms 

Justice: Omoregbe Qtd. Thomas Aquinas to have defined Justice as “ the firm and constant 

will to give to each one his due. The notion of Justice is based on the fundamental equality 

of all men. (1993:114). Fairchild also defines Justice as “ the ideal in law by which Judges 

are expected to be guided ( 1966:165). 

 

Justice is the fair treatment of people (Hornby, 2010:813) Justice, simply means giving to 

every person what is due to him or her. It connotes equality of all persons irrespective of 
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race, color, sex, language, Religion, opinion, or social origin, poverty, birth, or other status 

(Osaji, 2019:226). 

 

Classification of Justice 

The scholastics classified Justice into four kinds namely: 

i. Commutative Justice: is an aspect of Justice that demands respect for the rights 

of others and the exchange of things of equal value. 

ii. Legal Justice: is the aspect of Justice which demands the observance of all laws 

at the common good. 

iii. Distributive Justice: is the aspect of Justice which demands the fair or equitable 

distribution of the good of a society to all the members of the society. 

iv. Vindictive Justice: is the aspect of Justice which demands appropriate 

punishment for and offence not out of the spirit of vengeance but in the 

interest of the community (Omoregbe, 1993:113) 

 

Peace: A situation or period of time in which there is no war or violence in a country or an 

area ( Hornby, 20101:1080). For others, peace is adventable tool for tranquility while for 

others; it is priceless commodity that is found in the market. Peace is an intangible virtue 

that operates in those who are loving or shun vice.  

 

The Struggle for Justice: A Historical Excavation 

History is the study of past of events, and narrating of past occurrences. The struggle for 

injustice has existed long ago. Or it could be said that, Justice is sold as man. The authentic 

search for Justice would be examined under three faceted areas: 

 

i. Biblical Excavation of Justice 

The Old Testament writings emphasize the demand. Which Justice makes on private 

individuals, judges and superiors. The prophets repeatedly and emphatically rejected 

all forms of social injustices. In ancient Israel, A clear and good example of one of such 

prophets is Amos, who is been referred to a prophet of social Justice in Israel’s history. 

He advice judges and kings to shun evil and do good, and establish the fountain of 

Justice. God will avenge the oppressed, the poor, the needy (Cf Amos 4:1-3). 

 

Justice in the Old Testament usage, it is a moral virtue, which in a restricted sense meaning 

of civil Justice and at other times the wider meaning of uprightness and integral goodness 

(Gbenda, 2006:113). 

 

You people must not do injustice in the judgment. 
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You must not treat the lowly with partially and you must not prefer the person of a great 

one. With Justice, you should judge your associate (lev. 19:15) 

 

Jesus categorically seeks to eradicate all forms of in Justices, which were based on disparity 

in Religion, sex, tribe, and race. In his sermon on the mount, he defines the Justice to his 

disciples. He asserts that their righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees 

( mtt 5:20), which is based on external legahotic fulfillment  of the law but grossly disregard 

the spirit of Justice of Justice, which consist in, true concern  for others. 

 

According to Mtile: 

During the Apostolic Era, as soon as a trace of in Justice was noticed 

among believers, urgent measures were taken to restore Justice. Thus, 

when the it ethnist expressed their dissatisfaction in daily distribution of 

food ( Act 6:1-6), seven deacons filled the holy spirit were chosen to help 

in the distribution of food. (2003/2004:16). 

 

Respect of others people rights are demanded of every person in Israel. You are not to 

pervert the judicial decision of your poor men in his controversy. You are to keep far from 

a false word. And do not kill the innocent and the righteous --- 

 

You are not to accept a bribe ( Ex 23:6-8). In (Jer 22:3-4): it states “Render Justice and 

righteousness and deliver the one that is being robbed out of the defrauder, and not 

maltreat any alien resident, fatherless boy or widow” 

 

The prophets of the Old Testament denounces injustice perpetrated by judges and kings 

as they oppress the poor (Amos 5:7,11 -15, Jer. 22:13-18),( Gbenda, 2006:114). 

 

It is worth mentioning that, the church has issued much prophetic statement on the place 

of social Justice, human development and peace. 

 

One of them is Renum Novarum by Pope Leo xiii, which defends the right of workers 

against the exploitative tendencies of their employers during the great industrially 

revolution. He states that “A worker demands to be given his just wages” Pope Pius xi. 

 

Qaudragesimo Anno also affirms the basic teachings of pope Leo xiii which states “wealth 

must be distributed in such a way as to satisfy the needs of all” ( Quadragesimo Anno,53) 

Pope John xxiii declares “ Peace should be based on an order founded on truth, built 

according to Justice, verified and bond by charity, and put into practice in freedom.” 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Justice and Peace: A veritable tools for towards humanizing a dehumanized Nigerian society            128 

Similarly, all these voices echoed in response to the biblical backings of the need for Justice 

to prevail in all ramifications. These voices demand that the world be governed by Justice, 

which is the foundation of peace on earth. 

 

ii. Justice in African Traditional Religious Culture 

The early meaning of culture focused on the process of cultivating the mind. Culture 

means a complete way of life. Thus, culture is both a social heritage and human 

achievements in art, literature science and technology (Dzurgba,2009:12). 

 

According to Gbenda: 

In African culture, Justice is one of the things needed for communalism, peaceful co – 

existence and fair play for communalism, peaceful co-existence and fair play to enable 

them move forward as well as for development. Justice among the traditional Africans is 

tied to Religion of the people (2006:114). 

 

Among the Africans, who are deeply religious and whatever the do, they do it with the 

fear of God. That is why Justice featured most in their morals because, anything that will 

disrupt the peace of the community is highly frowned and punished. The SWEM – sacred 

pot of Justice among the Tiv, the ofo among the Igbo and the Vaa among the Mumuye, the 

Sopanna among the Yoruba punishes people with practice so that moral sanity will be 

experienced in their societies. Other similar cultures in Nigeria have their own Justice 

symbols or system where autodials acts with the oracle to perpetrate Justice. Justice system 

in African cultures features prominently in-laws, commands customs and custimanly 

prohibition. Man is limited in a way to ensure absolute Justice. The gods, oracles act as link 

of agents of moral sanctions to punish offenders. So, Justice has a role to play in promoting 

peace in Nigeria, by being the gatekeeper of moral sanity.  

    

iii. Justice in Secular Society 

In the secular world, the very socio economic and political theories of Max and Neber are 

frantic efforts towards manipulating the denial of Justice to the people in the society. Both 

German scholars, their theories sought to eliminate all forms form of branded in Justice 

created by capitalization. Likewise the international court of appeal and the United 

Nations organizations are meant to uphold the existence and promotion of the tenet of 

Justice. 

 

Consequently, According to Mtile: 

At the regional level, the organization of African Unity (OAU) and the Economic West 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS), make tremendous effort in ensuring fair 
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treatment and attainment of peace among the citizens and members’ states forge and 

achieved its aim (2003/2004:16). 

 

Renounce activist like Ransome Biko Kuti, Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin 

Lurther King junior to list few, stood for the achievement or realization of Justice among 

their people. The voices of Justice in our secular Nigerian Society could be heard from 

rights lawyers seeking Justice for those unjustly jailed or denied fair hearing especially the 

2019 just concluded gubernatorial elections, there were agitations by those who think their 

results were trampled upon and were denied Justice. It is indeed very grieving when the 

course of Justice is been twisted in Nigeria to suit or favor those in power, against the 

commoners who have nobody to defend their rights from being trampled and were denied 

Justice. It is indeed very grieving when the course of Justice is been twisted in Nigeria to 

suit or favour those in power, against the commoners who have nobody to defend their 

rights from being trampled upon. The search for Justice continue to be arranging storm 

amidst the injustices being perpetrated against humanity cases of rage, theft, drug 

traffickers, smugglers, herdsmen militias, Boko haram fighters, are busy changing the 

peace face and history of Nigeria with destructions of lives and property is indeed pathetic. 

Justice in Nigeria is in the hands of the powerful, who crippled the effective 

implementation and usage to salvage the legal system for going into decay, and the 

commoner is left with no option than to subjected cruelty molestation and denial of Justice 

at all facets. 

 

However, the fight for Justice continues by human right activist like Aisha Yususfu, of 

bring back our girls, who is the champions of the movement bring back the Chibok and 

Dapchi school abducted by Boko haram militia in Yobe and Borno state. 

 

The search for Justice will continue, as long as the people are ready to perpetrating injustice 

of whatever kind and will not ceased as long as there violation of the rights of people. 

 

Justice and Peace Pre-Requisite for the Battered Image of Peace and Justice 

Nigeria faces many challenges being a notice in the ongoing uprising or chest rated by 

Boko haram, Niger delta militants, book haram militias, kidnappers, herdsmen militia 

political betrayal and incineration of victims or political opponents, lopsided appointment 

and sabotage of the Justice system for the defense of perpetrators of social injustices. If one 

looks at our present state in Nigeria, peace promotion has been the prayer in Nigeria today 

and expectation on gate keeping to further ask of the course of Justice and peace as vital 

nutrient for harmonious co- existence of citizens (Abubakar and Jiril, 2019:41). 
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The judiciary, which is supposed to act as an arbiter between the citizens and those in 

government is virtually subservient to the executive ( Okoro, 2003:6). The virtue of Justice 

has been thrown to the dust bin by several people in all facets in our contemporary society.  

It is regretting that, executive and public offices are often misused and nothing is done to 

correct this. Sometimes they are turned into business ventures and personal adventures 

that guarantee domination over others. ( 2003/2004 :16). 

 

Religious bigotry has succeeded I n worsening the true identity of a country that is multi 

lingual, which output to serves as the basis of unity and strength, but reverse is the case in 

a country where fundamental human rights are been abused on a greater scale where is 

the place of Justice and peace? Hence, where there is no Justice, they would not be peace 

in prevalence in ensuring a greater development of the nation at large scale. 

 

Merciless destructions is the watch word of violent promoters. Self pursing and 

satisfaction due to injustice been perpetrated by members of the society and all level leads 

into conflict with each others. Quarrel with each other could also lead to fight ( Awoshiri, 

2003:17). 

 

The battered image of a true society where Justice and peace ought take procedure in a 

lead for the actualization of a romantic society which has been worsened by conscious 

adaptation of religious ethnically and sectionalism as guides in matters by national 

interest, which may not go well with the average citizens. This has created a gap in the 

realization of an ideal Nigerian Society. 

 

In the Words of Mtile: 

This perpetration of injustice has hindered the achievement of progress of every the 

country. It is created ill feeling, inhumanity, housed by illiterate and deprived of political 

will as well as means of acquiring responsibility and moral dignity. Hence, peace eludes 

us. (2003/2004:17). 

 

All these emphatic examples are responsible for the very problem of political instability 

and Religion harmony of our country today the reign of Justice and peace is when we put 

our differences, mindset, evil deeds and forge with the ideology of carrying others in the 

realization of an ideal society, Justice and peace attainment will be a thing of the past. 
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Recommendations 

Justice and peace are vent able tools towards humanizing a dehumanized Nigerian society, 

which is certainly being faced with a lot of challenges. However, these recommendations 

are proffered to sustain the duo in defining a true humanized society ravished by vices: 

i. Traditional, Religion and school administrators have it a point of duty to 

preach and teach their congregation and students the need to imbibed Justice 

and peace as basic tool for the achievement of any meaningful development 

in Nigerian Society at all strata. 

ii. The culture “arm race” that is, the competitive and massive manufacturing of 

weapons for destructions should be discouraged. 

iii. Politician’s judicial and military/ paramilitary personnel should all work 

round the clock so as to allow Justice prevailed in areas of human endeavors. 

iv. Parents/ Guardian should inculcate in their wards the value of peace of Justice 

so as to become sound moral leaders for a letter dehumanizing of where 

Justice and peace are found to exist and accommodate all and sundry. 

v. Government and non governmental body’s organizations should sponsor 

programmes on the place of Justice and peace on various plant media for re 

awakening a conscious society, where the value of truth and peace is found 

and promoted to for natural integration of diverse people in the society. 

vi. Electorates should choose or elect representatives of high moral repute who 

can represent them in the government well and not to oppress them, increase 

their miseries, and loot there for selfish aggrandizement. Instead, the elected 

representatives should demonstrate high sense of commitment and sincerity 

in the discharge of their duties for equality and peace to be attained. 

vii. The church, Mosque and Shrine, through their leaders must encourage their 

members to participate actively in genuine politics so as to salvage the 

constitution for collapsing hands of moral arbitrators or ambassadors of 

poverty or injustice. 

viii. Parents/ Guardians need to also educate their wards on the need to be truthful 

in all delays so that Justice, peace will prevailed for the realization of a 

common goal. 

 

Conclusion 

Everybody owes it a point of duty to see that Justice and peace are attained in the Nigerian 

society beginning from the family to the society. It is regrettable that, Justice and peace are 

going into the dustbin, while vices is taking the place of perpetrators moral violence at all 

ramifications. The search for Justice and peace are pre- requisites that can ensure a 

harmonious society where everything works well for all. A society where there is absence 
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of Justice and peace, then it follows that violence will always be the top agenda for 

satisfying such violent driven evil men. If Justice and peace were their rightful place to 

prevail, mutual suspicion, distrust of one another may not arise from anxieties, worries, 

fear, prejudice, or uncertainties ( Dzurgba, 2009:18). For the world at large to the experience 

of Justice and peace as a priceless commodity let the place of Justice their rightful places 

be accorded due respect and preservation. 

 

The result of a country ravished by hatred, injustice, corruption, nepotism, is the hall mark 

of a totally collapsing society where injustice will not give birth to peace for the 

achievement of any meaningful development. Human and social problems are deplorable 

ingredients for conflict and under development of any nation hence. 

 

Social injustice promotes violation of human rights, abuse of power and political instability 

as canonized and institutionalized. Nigeria, is facing relative peace, love and respect of 

human rights ( Akhogba, 2007:98). 

 

References  

Akhogba, Andrew and Emmanuel Jude “the proper role of the African laity in the mission 

of the church” in NACATHS journals of African theology, Vol. 17, march, 2007. 

Awoshiri, Williams “Rebels groups in Africa: Harbingers of peace or agents of 

nestructions. 

The gadfly magazine, Vol.4. no.6, 2003. 

Abubakar, shehu and jubril, G.Isa “promoting peace through media gatekeeping: views 

from FRCN journalists on the book haram terrorism” A journal of the department 

of history and diplomatic studies, Taraba state university, Jalingo vol.8.No.1&2, 

april and sept, 2018. 

Gbenda, Joseph S. African Religion and Christianity in a changing world: A comparative 

Approach. Nsukkai chukka Educational Publishers, 2006. 

Dzurgba, Akpenpuun: An Introduction to the sociology of Religion.: Ibadan john Archers 

publishers ltd, 2009. 

Fairchild, Henry prat (ed). Dictionary of sociology: Totowa, New jersey: lattlefield, Adams 

and co.1966. 

Hornby,A.S. Oxford advanced learners dictionary international students edition. London: 

Oxford University Press,2010. 

Mtile,Siman Terver. “ Justice and peace: towards humanizing the world in the awakening 

light magazine Vol.9, 2003/2004. 

Mbiti, johns Africans Religions and philosophy: London: heinomonin books, 1969. Power 

of recall: 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Justice and Peace: A veritable tools for towards humanizing a dehumanized Nigerian society            133 

Okoro, George. “ the toothless bull dog? Being a paper presented to the NOMSPAN 

conference held at st. high tures magic seminary jos, zist November, 2003. 

Omergbe. Joseph: ethics a systematic and historical study. 

Lagos: Joja educational Research publishers Ltd, 1993. 

Quadragesimo, anno. 53 

Renum Novarum, Pope Leo xiii 

Usuji. Qtd, Gyeke. “ an examination of the protection of human subject in biomedical 

Research in frica in the light of Kantian principles. In SWEm journal of Religion 

and philosophy, Vol.6. No.1, dec, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


