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Abstract 
The aims and objectives of this study are to: examine the factors that were 

responsible for the foundation of the National Council of Muslim Youth 

Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council, identify the challenges facing the 

organizations in the State and find out the impact of the organizations on the lives 

of the people of the State, with particular reference to the Muslims. The factors that 

necessitated the formation of the Council included the need to form a truly national 

committee for the unification of the Muslim youths and their inability to speak with one 

voice on the matters of Islam that concerned them. Unfortunately, some of the actions 

of members of these organizations tend towards dividing the Muslims in the State. 

There is no unity among them and there are leadership problems. These and other 

problems associated with the organizations in the State were addressed in the 

study. Our findings included the dichotomy among the Council members, 

succession problems, paucity of funds and lack of records of members. The 

research work is historical and analytical in nature. Narrative method was 

adopted for the study. Data and relevant information were collected from oral and 

written sources. The oral sources included the interview of the people who were 

directly or indirectly involved in the formation and activities of the organizations 

in the State. The written sources included published and unpublished works such 

as books, journals, magazines, theses, dissertations, reports, circulars, 

monographs, manuscripts and records of programmes and correspondence, and 

constitutions that were collected in libraries, internet and personal custodies.     
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Introduction  

The formation of the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, was a 

culmination of efforts to bring all the Muslim youth organizations together, to jointly 

defend the cause of Islam and the rights of the Muslims in Nigeria (National Council of 

Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, n.d:1; Hassan, I.B. 2015: 48). The initiative started 

in Ibadan, Oyo State, in 1980s (Abbas, L.O. and Lawal, I.B, 2016: 150-160). Some Muslim 

elders, among whom were Professors K.K. Oloso, S.H. Maliki and D.O.S. Noibi, from the 

Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Ibadan, observed the 

uncoordinated and contradictory responses of the various Muslim youth organizations in 

the State to the issues that concerned the Muslims. They resolved that there was the need 

for the coordination of the organizations (Abbas, L.O. 2021: 135).). Abbas stated further 

that it was at this time that a motion raised by Honourable A.R.A. Shittu, on the 

entrenchment of religious equity and the designing of a programme for the training of the 

Islamic Religious Knowledge teachers, was rejected in the old Oyo State House of 

Assembly.  

 

He opined that Alhaji Yisa Yagboyaju who was the Grand Patron of the Muslim Students’ 

Society of Nigeria, Oyo State Branch, Mr. Rasheed Aderinoye, Mr. Ganiyu Agbaje, Alhaji 

Ishaq Kunle Sanni and Professor K.K. Oloso, who was then the National President of the 

Muslim Students’ Society of Nigeria, met at the house of Honourable A.R.A. Shittu and 

pledged their support for him. They also agreed to form a body of Muslim organizations 

which would present a united voice against any government decision which the Muslim 

youths might consider unfair to Islam. Professor K.K. Oloso was commissioned with the 

responsibility of convening a meeting of the representatives of all the Muslim 

organizations in the State. The meeting was held at the Department of Arabic and Islamic 

Studies, University of Ibadan, on the 30th March, 1980. There, they resolved to establish the 

Council of Muslim Youth organizations (COMYO). At the same period, similar 

organizations called the Council of Muslim Youth Associations of Nigeria (COMYAN) and 

the Council of Kwara Muslim Youth Organizations (COKMYO) emerged in Lagos and 

Kwara States respectively (National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, 

2000: 11). The Council of Muslim Youth organizations (COMYO), spread to the old Ondo 

State (present Ekiti and Ondo States) in 1987 (Adedipe, S.A., 2020). 

 

The leaders of these organizations saw the need for a truly national committee for the 

unification of the Muslim youths. The committee was established in 1982 (National 

Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria (NACOMYO), 2000: 11). The Council 

stated further that between 1982 and 1987, the committee made concerted efforts across 

Nigeria to justify the need for a Muslim youth umbrella organization and lay a solid 
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foundation for the formation of the State branches. To this end, a one-week National Youth 

Camp was organized at Ilorin, Kwara State by the World Assembly of Muslim Youth 

(WAMY) in 1987 where NACOMYO was formed (Makinde, A.K., 2011: 921-944; Oloyede, 

I.O. 2015: 14). The camp was attended by five delegates from each State of the Federation 

(National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria (NACOMYO), 2000: 11-12).  

 

Resolutions at the meeting according to the Council: 

1. the name “National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations’ of Nigeria” 

(NACOMYO) was formally adopted.  

2. all the States of the Federation must launch and inaugurate the State chapters of 

the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria. 

3. all existing State Councils must immediately change their names to the National 

Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria. This applied to such names 

like the Council of Muslim Youth Organizations (COMYO), the Council of Muslim 

Youth Associations’ of Nigeria (COMYAN) and the Council of Kwara Muslim 

Youth Organizations (COKMYO) and other related names. 

4. that the Majlis Shūrah which was constituted during the camp had proposed the 

appointment of a seven-member National Executive Committee as well as the 

appointment of a full-time Administrative Secretary. 

 

At the inception, the Council was saddled with the responsibility of coordinating the 

activities of all Muslim youth organizations in their various Da‘wah programmes (Sule, 

M.M., 2018: 37-54). It was also given the responsibility of providing the common front for 

articulating and expressing the views and disposition of the Muslim youth organizations 

of all national and international issues (NACOMYO), 2000: 1-12). The Council stated 

further that the NACOMYO is affiliated to the World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) 

and the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs. It cooperates and collaborates with 

the Muslim ’Ummah of South-West, Nigeria (MUSWEN), the Jama’atu Nasril Islam (Society 

for the Victory of Islam), and the Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC), in 

accomplishing its goals and objectives (Inda, A.M. and Qasim, M.I., 2015: 100-105). The 

Council is registered with the Corporate Affairs Commission (C.A.C.) of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, in accordance with the Companies and Allied Matters Decree Number 

1 of 1990 on the 10th July, 1996 (NACOMYO), 2000: 1-12). The NACOMYO stated further 

that the Council which has its Headquarters located in the premises of the Abuja National 

Mosque operates at the National, State and Local Government levels. 

1.  State: It has power to set up committees, boards and panels as it may deem 

necessary. 
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2. Divisional/Local Government branches: They have direct link and coordination of 

affiliate societies and for the purpose of administrative conveniences at the Local 

Government level. 

 

Formation of the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations’ of Nigeria in Ekiti 

State 

As it is stated earlier, the Council of Muslim Youth organizations’ of Nigeria (COMYO) 

spread to the old Ondo State in 1987 (Adedipe, S.A., 2020). Upon the creation of Ekiti State 

in 1996, the serving four members of the old Ondo State NACOMYO Executive Committee, 

who were indigenes of Ekiti State, were asked to come and form the pioneer Executive 

Committee of the Council in Ekiti State. The four members and their respective positions 

were: 

1. Alhaji (Dr.) Ahmmed Afolabi Bakare- Coordinator  

2.  Alhaji Sheikh Ahmed Yusuf-  General Secretary 

3. Alhaji Abdul-Raheem Alaketu-  Missioner 

4. Alfa Abdul-Razaq Olusola Adebayo- Public Relations Officer (Yusuf, A.,  

     2020) 

 

These people started work and by the 15th December, 1996, the first Ekiti State Executive 

Committee of the Council was constituted and Alhaji (Dr.) Hammed Afolabi Bakare 

remained the Coordinator while Dr. Makanjuola Akande Kareem was elected as the 

General Secretary. The National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti 

State Chapter (2013: 10) stated that the Council has recorded five sets of Executive 

Committee in the State. These are: 

1. Alhaji (Dr.) Ahmmed Afolabi Bakare led Executive Committee- 1996-2005 

2. Alhaji Dauda Ajise led Executive Committee-   2005-2008  

3. Alhaji Quadri Oguntuase led Executive Committee-  2008-2012  

4. Alhaji Salmon Adebayo Adedipe led Executive Committee- 2012-2017. 

5. Barrister Tajudeen Olutope Ahmed led Executive Committee- 2017 to date 

 

Aims and objectives of the Council 

The National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council, 

adopts the aims and objectives of the apex body. These include to: 

1. serve as a united front for all the Muslim Youth Organizations in Nigeria and 

coordinate their activities with a view to fostering unity and the promotion of 

mutual relationship among them. 

2. promote their interest and defend their rights in every aspect of the Nigeria’s 

socio-economic and political development. 
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3. be the mouthpiece of the Muslim Youth Organizations in Nigeria dialogue and 

where necessary, negotiate with the Federal and State Governments on matters 

relating to their welfare in particular and the entire Muslim Community in general, 

and from time to time, reflect on the country’s socio-political and economic 

developments and offer constructive advice to the Government. 

4. liaise with and affiliate with international and national organizations whose 

defined aim is not in conflict with the cardinal teachings of Islam as laid down in 

the Holy Qur’ān and authentic Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him). The organization must not be lower in status to the Council (The National 

Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, 1988: 5-6). 

 

The impact of the Council in Ekiti State  

The Council has recorded the following activities within the short period of its existence 

in Ekiti State. 

 

Monthly Da‘wah and General Meeting: 

The monthly Da‘wah activities and general meetings of the Council are slated to hold every 

last weekend of the month and they are rotational among the towns and villages in the 

sixteen Local Government Areas of Ekiti State. The Da‘wah activities are scheduled for 

Friday evening after the Maghrib and run till the early hours of Saturday. The lectures 

usually last till 3:00 a.m. The meeting commences thereafter till the period of Subh 

(Adedipe, S.A., 2020).       

 

Hijrah Celebration 

Hijrah is being celebrated in the State to mark the successful escape of Prophet Muhammad 

(peace be upon him) from the hands of traditionalists of Makkah who wanted to kill him, 

from Makka to Madinat in 622 C.E.26 The programme is usually slated for the first Sunday 

in the month of Muharram, the first month of the Lunar Calendar (Abdul, M.O.A., 1976: 

17; Adedipe, S.A., 2020).  Allah says: 

 

If ye help not (your leader), (it is no matter): for Allah did indeed help him, 

when the Unbelievers drove him out: he had no more than one 

companion, they two were in the cave, and he said to his companion, 

“Have no fear, for Allah is with us”: then Allah sent down His peace upon 

him, and strengthened him with forces which ye saw not, and humbled to 

the depths the word of the Unbelievers. But the word of Allah is exalted 

to the heights: for Allah is Exalted in might, wise (Qur’ān 9:40) (Ali, A.Y., 

1978) 
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Usually, three major events associated with the programme of the day are match past, 

lecture and meritorious awards.  

 

Ifṭ ār programme  

Ifṭ ār (breakfast) refers to the evening meal that the Muslims take to end their Ramadan 

fast at the sunset (Ifṭ ār, 2016), during the 29 or 30 days of Ramadan. It is often done in 

congregation by members of the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of 

Nigeria, Ekiti Council, who reside at Ado-Ekiti and its immediate environs. The Ifṭ ār is 

being done on rotational basis in the houses of members. Varieties of topics of interest are 

discussed with assigned Lecturers after which members would break their fast in the house 

of the hosting member with whatever food he or she can afford. The occasion is associated 

with donation towards the activities of the Council (Adedipe, S.A., 2020).  

  

Care of orphans and the less privileged 

The money realized in the Ifṭ ār programme is being used towards the end of Ramadan to 

take care of the Muslim inmates in the prison yard, Ado-Ekiti; the sick Muslims in the State 

Specialist Hospital, Ado-Ekiti; Motherless Baby Home at Iyin-Ekiti and solve the problems 

of members (Kareem, M.A., 2008: 241). Their action is based on the Qur’ān 2:273 where 

Allah says that: 

 

(Charity is) for those in need, who, in Allah’s cause are restricted (from 

travel), and cannot move about in the land, seeking (for trade or work): 

the ignorant man thinks, because of their modesty, that they are free from 

want. Thou shalt know them by their (unfailing) mark: They beg not 

importunately from all the sundry. And whatever of good ye give, be 

assured Allah knoweth it well (Ali, A.Y., 1978) 

 

Qur’ānic Recitation Competition 

The correct recitation of the Qur’ān by every Muslim is encouraged by Allah. Allah says 

in Qur’ān 75: 17-18 that: 

 

It is for Us to collect it and to promulgate it: But when We have 

promulgated it, follow thou its recital (as promulgated) (Ali, A.Y., 1978). 

 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), as reported by Abu Musa, made a comparison 

between a believer who recites the Qur’ān and the one who does not recite it thus: 
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The Prophet said, “The example of a believer who recites the Qur’an is 

that of a citron (a citrus fruit) which is good in taste and good in smell. 

And the believer who does not recite the Qur’an is like a date which has a 

good taste but no smell. And the example of an impious person who 

recites the Qur’an is that of Ar-Rihana (an aromatic plant) which smells 

good but is bitter in taste. And the example of an impious person who 

does not recite the Qur’an is that of a colocynth which is bitter in taste and 

has no smell (Khan, M.M., 2016).” 

 

Therefore, the encouragement of the recitation of the Qur’ān by the National Council of 

Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council, is in line with the teachings 

of Islam. The competition is organized among the sixteen Local Governments of Ekiti State. 

The winners are sent to represent Ekiti State in the National Qur’ānic Recitation 

Competition.  

It is to be noted that this competition started in 1986 to: 

1. encourage Muslim Youths in the recitation and memorization of the Qur’ān; 

2. forge unity and Muslim brotherhood among the Muslim youths and the ’Ummah 

in general; 

3. make the Muslim youths intensify learning the correct recitation of the Qur’ān 

with all its sciences in the way it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace be 

upon him); 

4. develop Tajwīd and Qur’ānic sciences in schools throughout Nigeria (The Centre 

for Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto in Conjunction with 

the Hosting State Organising Committee Kwara State, 2000). 
 

Ḥajj slot 

Ḥajj is one of the major religious duties of Islam (Al-Ken, A.I., 1995: 1). It is compulsory for 

a Muslim who can afford its expenses and of good health, at least once in one’s lifetime 

(Owaidah, A.A., 2014; Sagala, R.D., 2007: 2). Allah says in Qur’ān 3:96-97 thus: 

 

The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka: full of 

blessing and of guidance for all kinds of beings: In it are Signs Manifest; 

(for example), the Station of Abraham; whoever enters it attains security; 

Pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to Allah,-those who can afford the 

journey; but if any deny faith, Allah stands not in need of any of His 

creatures ((Ali, A.Y., 1978) 
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), is reported to have made this directive in 

respect of Ḥajj: 

 

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported: Allah’s Messenger 

(may peace be upon him) addressed us and said: O people, Allah has 

made Ḥajj obligatory for you; so perform Ḥajj. Thereupon a person said: 

Messenger of Allah, (is it to be performed) every year? He (the Holy 

Prophet) kept quiet, and he repeated (these words) thrice, whereupon 

Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If I were to say “Yes,” it 

would become obligatory (for you to perform it every year) and you 

would not be able to do it. Then he said: Leave me with what I have left to 

you, for those who were before you were destroyed because of excessive 

questioning, and their opposition to their apostles. So when I command 

you to do anything, do it as much as it lies in your power and when I 

forbid you to do anything, then abandon it (Siddiqui, A.H., 2016) 

 

In an attempt to abide by this directive, the National Council of Muslim Youth 

Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council approached Ekiti State Government for 

sponsorship and was granted. Many members of the Association had benefited from the 

Ḥajj. sponsorship. 

 

Agitation for political appointment for Muslims 

The National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council, in 

collaboration with the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Ekiti State, facilitated 

the appointment of Muslims to many political positions in Ekiti State. The members who 

had benefited included Alhaja Salamata Bello, Alhaji Azeez Oladokun and Alhaja Mariam 

Abimbola Ogunlade. 

 

Relationship with other Muslim organizations 

The Council, like the national body, facilitates and promotes mutual understanding, 

cooperation, and collaboration as well as network between and across Muslim 

organizations (NACOMYO, (n.d).) in Ekiti State. This is evident in their full participation 

in every programme of the Council. For example, the Grand Imām of Ekiti State and the 

President-General, League of Imams and Alfa of the Southwest, Edo and Delta States, was 

personally present in the 2015 edition of the Hijrah programme of the Council. The 

President of the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs in the State, Alhaji Yakubu 

Oladoro Sanni and the Amīrah of the Federation of Muslim Women’s Associations in 
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Nigeria, Ekiti Chapter, Dr. (Mrs.) Habibat Omolara Adubiaro were also present in the 

celebration with many of their members (NACOMYO, 2015: 3-4). 

 

Mouthpiece of Muslim youths 

Like the apex body, the Council provides common front for articulating and expressing 

the opinions, views and position of Muslim Youths on the state and National issues of 

significance (NACOMYO, (n.d.):3). Examples were their support for the rejection of asking 

the Imams to come to the Government House to collect rams, agitation for the use of Ḥijāb 

in public primary and secondary schools, and the election of Muhammadu Buhari and 

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo as the President and Vice President of Nigeria in 2015 (Adedipe, 

S.A.,2020).   

 

Challenges 

The National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, Ekiti State Council, is 

facing the following challenges: 

 

Non-inclusion of females in the active positions  

There is no doubt that the female Muslims usually turn out in large number for the 

ceremonial programmes of the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of 

Nigeria, Ekiti State Council. However, their participation in the day-to-day activities of the 

Council is still very low. A factor that is responsible for this is the non-inclusion of females 

in the active positions. 

 

Paucity of funds 

The expected sources of funds of the Council are through monthly Local Government 

branches contributions, meeting dues, iftār programme and donations from 

philanthropists. Adedipe stated further that each Local Government is expected to 

contribute five hundred naira per month. From 2012 to 2016, none of the Local 

Governments paid the money. The hosting due is five thousand naira for each hosting 

Local Government. Only Ado, Ikere and Ekiti East Local Governments hosted the Council 

within the last four years. The complaint of the other Local Governments is that there is no 

money with which they could host State meetings. 

 

The areas where the Council generates the fund for the maintenance of the Council are 

through the iftār and Hijrah programmes. The amounts they generate from these sources 

are not enough for the maintenance of the Association. 
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Inability to embark on physical projects 

The limited sources of income of the Council have prevented it from embarking on any 

physical project of its own. It has no business venture, established educational institutions, 

mosques and secretariat of its own. It is still making use of an office at Ola-Oluwa Muslim 

Grammar School, Ado-Ekiti, as its temporary secretariat (Oguntuase, Q., 2021). 

 

Misconception of the agitation of the Council by the State Government 

There are occasions whereby the leadership of the Council is seen as anti Government of 

the day. If such a leader is a government worker, the government would find a means of 

silencing him. An example is Alhaji Quadri Oguntuase who was a Local Government 

worker in Ekiti State. Between 2008 and 2010, the Local Government Service Commission 

transferred him to five different Local Government Areas as a means of punishing him for 

agitating for the approval of the use of Ḥijāb for the Muslim children in public primary and 

secondary schools. However, the approval was given in 2011 (Owolabi, G., 2011) for 

Muslims in the Civil Service and Muslim children in public primary and secondary schools 

in 2013 (Owolabi, G., 3013). 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the above challenges, the following recommendations are herby made: 

 

More females should be included in the Executive Committee of the National Council of 

Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria. This will enable them to be more active in the 

activities of the body. They can equally influence more females to the Council. 

 

Every Local Government should be alive to its responsibility. They should pay their 

monthly and hosting dues as scheduled by the Council. The body should contact more 

philanthropists both within and outside the State for assistance. The iftār programme 

should be extended to more philanthropists within and outside the Council. Invitation of 

philanthropists to Hijrah programmes should not be limited to Ekiti State only. It should 

be across Nigeria and even beyond. If the Council can get adequate fund, it should embark 

on physical projects like the construction of the ultra-modern secretariat that can house the 

mosque and offices of the Executive members. The Council can equally construct events 

centre and lock-up shops for more investment. 

 

There is nothing wrong in using militant approach to issues that concern Islam. The 

approach should be back by law and carrying other Muslim Organizations in the State 

along. Working in isolation can make the State Government and even other Muslim 

Organization misconstrue its agitation.  
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The Council can print hand bills and distribute them to both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

This may attract more members to the Council.       

 

Conclusion  

From the foregoing, there is no gainsaying the fact that the formation of the National 

Council of Muslim Youth Organizations of Nigeria, is as a result of all efforts to bring all 

the Muslim youth organizations together, to jointly defend the cause of Islam and the 

rights of the Muslims of Nigeria in general. The National Council of Muslim Youth 

Organizations of Nigeria was mooted, debated and adopted at Ilorin in 1987. That of Ekiti 

State began after the creation of the State in 1996. Today, the Council had spread to the 

sixteen Local Government areas of Ekiti State, Nigeria.  

 

Despite all the achievements of the Council, the body is still facing some challenges. On 

this note, we want to suggest that all our recommendations should be put into operation 

for the benefit of the Council not only in Ekiti State but elsewhere.   
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