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Abstract 
This study assessed resources wastage in the administration of public senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State. The research design adopted for this study was 

a correlational design to measure the two variables. The population of this study 

comprised 7124 teachers in all public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. The 

Taro Yamane method for sample size calculation was used to determine the 

sample size from the study population 7124. The mathematical illustration for the 

Taro Yamane method: n= N/ (1+N (e) 2), so the sample size for this study is 379.The 

instrument for collection of data was a questionnaire titled Assessment of 

Resources Wastage in Administration Questionnaire (ARWAQ), guided with 

three research question and two hypotheses. Statistical analytical tool of mean and 

standard derivation was used to answer research question while the Spearman 

Correlation Coefficient (r). was used to test hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. 

Findings from the study revealed that there exists a strong and moderate positive 

relationship between school resource and effective administration of public senior 

secondary school in Rivers State. The positive value of the various determinants 

and the P-value (0.00) less than the level of significance at (0.05) also confirms why 

the null hypothesis stated for 1 and 2 were rejected. The study concluded that, 

there is a negative and positive significant variation in relationship between school 

resources wastage in effective administration in public secondary schools in Rivers 

State. Based on the findings and conclusions, the study recommended that; proper 

management of school resources should be encouraged in public secondary 

schools in Rivers State and that leadership of public schools in Rivers State should 

continue to reemphasize the need for proper utilization of the resources at their 

disposals to avoid wastage. This will help the schools in achieving the goals for 

which it has been established. 
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Introduction  

The quality of every society is largely predicated on the quality of its educational system. 

The attainment of full inclusion, rapid economic development, religious unity, and 

political stability in any country will be a mirage if schools that are supposed to inculcate 

good virtues in the life of students are failing in their responsibilities. This calls for effective 

school systems where school leaders are able to integrate and unify available human and 

material resources towards reaching set goals.  

 

In the light of the apparent constraints on educational resources their efficient utilization 

for maximum result need not be overemphasized. Adebayo (2001) posit, that there has to 

be administration in any organization as long as an organization consists of people brought 

together in hierarchical set-up making use of tools, equipment, human and material 

resources, all in the quest of attaining the goals for which the organization is established. 

The administration of a school institution has the responsibility for bringing together 

various resources and allocating them effectively to accomplish the general goals of the 

institution (National Teachers Institute, 2006).  

 

Nigeria, like other nations of the world has an obligation to prepare her citizens for life in 

a world that is characterized by rapid social, economic, political and technological changes. 

The relevant levels of government have been investing a substantive resource in setting up 

educational institutions for this purpose (National Open University of Nigeria, [NOUN], 

2010).  A school is an institution designed for the attitude modification and teaching of 

students under the direction of teachers. It is a place or institution for teaching and learning 

established for the purpose of education (Musgrave,1978). Nearly all countries have 

systems of formal education, which is universally compulsory. A school system is an 

establishment including the plant and equipment for providing education from 

kindergarten through high school (National Open University of Nigeria, [NOUN], 2008).  

 

School administration involves the management of all school operations, from creating a 

safe learning environment to managing the school budget. To further define school 

administration, one needs to consider the different areas of school administration and who 

performs these school administrative duties.  

 

The primary goal of any school system is to provide the society with the requisite 

manpower for development and to enhance quality of the living conditions of their 

products. The democratization of education in the country has led to remarkable increase 
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in the number of schools all over the nation that almost every community in Nigeria has 

either a primary or secondary school or both while some have tertiary institutions which 

people recognize as places of acquiring relevant knowledge.   

 

As we know the very fact that educational administration needs integration and co-

ordination of all the physical and human resources and educational elements. Besides this 

it requires a great efficiency with it based on human sympathy, understanding, knowledge 

and skill. The physical resources mainly contribute building equipment’s and instructional 

materials.  

 

The human resources include pupils, teachers, supervisors, administrators and parents. 

The additional elements comprise the various aspects of educational theory and practice 

including philosophy of education, objectives of education, curriculum, method of 

teaching, discipline, role of the teacher, rules and regulations etc. These elements are 

“parts, made into whole” and are components brought into harmonious relationship. So, 

the purpose of doing such vital task is to fulfil different purposes which are known as the 

objectives of educational administration. 

 

Wastage of school material resources was considered in this study because these resources 

offer support to the school and could be used to facilitate effective teaching and learning. 

Wastages is an unprofitable and uneconomical use of time and resources (Adamu, 2000; 

Oyetakin, 2011; Samuel, 2004). Wastage in respect to education refers to human and 

material resources spent or 'wasted' on students who have to repeat a grade or who drop 

out of school before completing a cycle (Ngome & Kikechi, 2015).  

 

Wastage denotes the school’s inability or inefficiency of a school to make use of available 

opportunities and resources in the development of students’ cognitive, affective, and 

psychomotor attributes, that are needed for a productive living and life-long learning 

(UNESCO, 1998). It is also wastage when students cannot pass examinations and other 

qualifying tests they have registered for after attaining a certain level of education 

(Akindele, 2015; Charles, 2013; Muhammad & Muhammad, 2011). The dropout and 

repetition rates in schools are usually considered as two components of educational 

wastage (Ngome & Kikechi, 2015).  

 

Wastage of school material resources could be seen as the complete or partial destruction, 

over-utilisation, and under-utilisation of materials available in the school.  Thus, when 

materials are provided or supplied to schools, and such materials are left to be destroyed 

by either man, animals, insect, or other biological processes, without serving the need for 

which they were provided, it is seen as school material resource wastage in the context of 
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this study. Imagine a school where buildings are dilapidated without any efforts made to 

refurbish them or a school where desk are left in an open atmosphere for both rain, sun, 

and other natural processes to impede on them. It will lead to destruction and such 

materials may no longer be available or in good shape for effective utilization. School 

wastage and stagnation could be affected by various factors such as poverty (inability to 

pay school fees), school distance, transport communications, teachers’ quality, school 

regime, social environment, school size, school type, violence, and many others (Achoka, 

2007; Lyngkhoi, 2017). 

 

In another case, wastage can also be seen in situations where resources are unevenly 

distributed across classes, sections, schools, or regions. Such that some classes, schools or 

areas have more than their needs, while other classes, schools, or areas have little or 

nothing. More so, poor maintenance of facilities in schools can lead to health and sanitary 

condition problems. It was based on this background that this study was undertaken to 

assess school material resource wastage and how it affects the effectiveness of the school 

system. 

 

Aims and Objectives of the Study 

The aim of this study is to assessed resources wastage in the administration of public senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State. Specifically, the objectives of the study are to; 

1. Identify various resources that are wasted in public senior secondary school in 

Rivers State. 

2. Determine the level of resources wastage in public senior secondary school in 

Rivers State. 

3. Examine ways that school resources wastage can be minimized in public senior 

secondary school in Rivers State. 

Research Question 

The following research questions guided the study; 

1. What resources are wasted in public senior secondary school in Rivers State? 

2. What is the level of resources wastage in public senior secondary school in Rivers 

State? 

3. In what way can school resources wastage be minimized in public senior 

secondary school in Rivers State? 

 

Hypotheses 

HO1: There is no significant relationship between resources wastage and effective 

administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 
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HO2: There is no significant relationship between school resources wastage management 

and administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

 

Review of Related Literature 

systems theory was proposed in the 1940s by biologist Ludwig von Bertalanffy, say Francis 

Heylighen and Cliff Joslyn in their article, "What Is Systems Theory," published on 

Principia Cybernetica. Systems management theory is a theory that offers an alternative 

approach to the planning and management of organizations. The systems management 

theory proposes that businesses, like the human body, consists of multiple components 

that work harmoniously so that the larger system can function optimally. School 

administrators are one of the most important components of a school. Other elements 

crucial to the success of a school are the teachers, classroom, buildings, funds, plants, 

teaching facilities are required to be properly managed as to achieve effective school 

administration. The implication and relevance of the theory therefore to this study is that 

once school resources and materials for teachers and school staff to build their skills and 

make mental health and wellbeing a core, rewarding part of their job such as, teachers, 

classroom, buildings, funds, plants, teaching facilities consequently, despite its explicit 

wish of school resources waste prevention. The inherent philosophical implication of this 

theory is that school administrators can be able to facilitate a sustainable resources 

management system, with a new, dynamic approach for resources management as an 

intrinsic solution for the problem of resources wastage in schools. 

 

Concept of School Administration  

School administration involves the management of all school operations, from creating a 

safe learning environment to managing the school budget. To further define school 

administration, one needs to consider the different areas of school administration and who 

performs these school administrative duties. 

 

The concept of school administration is a widespread topic of concern and has been 

conceptualized in diverse perspectives. National Open University of Nigeria (2006) noted 

that school administration is a social process concerned with identifying, maintaining, 

stimulating, controlling and unifying, formally and informally organized human and 

material energies within an interpreted system while Okendu (2012) in his own view 

define School administration as a concept involving all the processes through which 

resources are mobilized in educational institutions to accomplish the goals of education. It 

is a process of mobilizing school resources towards achievement of desirable educational 

goals. School administration is an activity process that requires expertise and training in 

educational principles and practices in ensuring proper management of school general 

activities for achieving result in education.  
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Eresimadu (1996) holds that School administration is the implementation and facilitation 

of the programmes and management of the school resources for the achievement of school 

objectives. School administration is the branch of pedagogy that studies the means and 

methods of Administering schools, reveals the distinctive feature in the system of school 

management, and analyses the specific problems involved in organizing such a system. 

Summarily, Ojo (1999) posit that school administration involves managing, administering 

the curriculum and teaching, pastoral care, discipline, assessment, evaluation and 

examination, resource allocation, costing and forward planning, staff appraisal, 

relationship with community, use of the practice necessary for the surviving the policies 

of the organization such as decision making, negotiation, bargaining, communication, 

conflict handling, running meeting and so on.  

 

Overall, the school administrator oversees the effectiveness of the day-to-day activities of 

the school. This implies that for effectiveness, school administrators must be trained on the 

principles and practice of education so as to have an in-depth knowledge of the basic 

classroom management and instructional methods which always form the foundation for 

student’s excellent academic performance and achievement. In addition, a school 

administrator desires to be trained on educational management concepts that provide 

administrative skills that model behaviours and motivation in achieving academic goals 

and qualitative service delivery. The school administrator has the responsibility of 

ensuring that the establishment procedures and structures help the school to achieve its 

objectives. 

 

The image of a modern school administrator is characterized by certain important 

leadership qualities. The following personal qualities are generally considered as desirable 

qualification of an effective school administrator; professional competency, self-

confidence, sociability, moral integrity, humility, modesty and sound health among others 

 

Education Resources 

A resource is a source or supply from which a benefit is produced and that has some utility. 

Resources can broadly be classified upon their availability. Education resources refer to all 

human, material, non-material audio-visual school environment and community. 

materials available in an academic environment to facilitate school administration and 

simplify the teaching- learning process. Education resources includes the teachers in the 

school, human beings in the community, real objects, specimen or models, chalk and 

display boards, school buildings and layout, the community at large and other 

fundamental materials like pencils, pens, exercise books etc which the learners are 

expected to have at any time.  
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The benefits of resource utilization may include increased wealth, proper functioning of a 

system, or enhanced well-being. From a human perspective, a natural resource is anything 

obtained from the environment to satisfy human needs and wants (WanaGopa et al., 2011; 

Ricklefs, 2005). 

 

Education resources refer to all human, material, non-material audio-visual school 

environment and community materials available in an academic environment to facilitate 

school administration and simplify the teaching learning process. They also include other 

fundamental materials used in the school to make teaching very easy and learning more 

meaningful and comprehensible to the learners. Education resources covers all those 

materials human and non-human, drawn or photographed, built manually or 

electronically operated, books and all forms of related materials used in teaching and 

learning process (National Teachers Institute, 2006). 

 

Education resources includes the teachers in the school, human beings in the community, 

real objects, specimen or models, chalk and display boards, school buildings and layout, 

the community at large and other fundamental materials like pencils, pens, exercise books 

etc which the learners are expected to have at any point in time to facilitate learning 

(NOUN, 2009). Education resources are no doubt important in the development of a 

conducive teaching-learning environment. The use of these resources could give more 

valuable and powerful direction to the teacher than any personal efforts without the 

materials. In school administration, education resources are not only limited but can be 

effectively and efficiently managed when management activities are properly harmonized, 

organized, coordinated and controlled by the school management team. Meanwhile, 

shortage or inadequacy of these resources is inimical to goal achievement of school 

administration.  

 

Classification of Education Resources  

According to NOUN (2009), Education resources based on their nature are basically 

classified into the following categories:  

 

Material/Physical Resources  

These are the tangible resources that can easily be seen and observed in any institution. 

The physical resources include the structure, the machines, raw materials, vehicles, and 

other tools, which can facilitate organizations activities and processes. The physical 

resources may not be the same in all organization. In educational system, the physical 

resources would include the classrooms/lecture rooms, staff offices, vehicles, health 

canters, library, laboratory, and so on, which directly or indirectly contribute to the 

achievement of goals. 
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Material/Physical Resource Management in School:  

School physical resource management has a direct impact on the learning environment 

and is a key determinant of educational outcomes. It is therefore critical that school 

physical resource management practices align with the school improvement plan by 

linking school assets to basic education service delivery standards and strategies. Facility 

maintenance entails providing clean and safe environment for teaching and learning. It 

also involves provision of adequate facilities for teaching and learning. According to 

Asabiaka (2008) the following type of maintenance should be adopted in the facility 

maintenance plan. These are preventive, routine, emergency repairs, and predictive 

maintenance.  

 

 Preventive maintenance - This is a type of maintenance carried out on school 

facilities to avoid breakdown and ensure optimal performance of the facility. Up to 

date information about the facility is required to serve as a guide for the 

maintenance team. Preventive maintenance saves cost and time. It is usually an 

integral part of the management practice in societies where maintenance culture is 

well established. Decisions on preventive maintenance are collectively made and 

implemented.  

 Routine maintenance- This is carried out periodically as scheduled by the school 

managers. Facilities may be serviced monthly, quarterly or even annually 

depending on the agreed schedule. Manufacturers guide provide information on the 

nature and maintenance intervals. School managers comply with these guides to 

avoid breakdown of the equipment.  

 Emergency Repairs- This is very common in the management of school facilities in 

societies where maintenance culture is not well established. It takes place when a 

facility breaks down and urgent measures or steps had to be taken to remedy the 

situation. In this regard, collective decision-making may not be possible because 

there may be limited time to bring together all the necessary individuals to make 

decisions. It is also expensive because due to lack of maintenance, the extent of 

damage may demand total replacement of the facility or high cost of repair. In some 

cases, the breakdown may cause injury or even death to staff and or students of the 

school. The resultant effect may be high insurance premium or prevent the use of 

the facility for teaching and learning until repair had been affected. School managers 

should proactively develop and implement facilities management plan for 

addressing facility needs.  

 Predictive Maintenance-This involves the use of computer software’s to predict 

equipment failure based on age, user demand and performance measures.  
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Financial Resources  

Financial resources are the funds required for the smooth operations of a school and are 

regarded as the life-wire of any system (NOUN, 2006). It is indeed a more critical facet 

with which other factors of administrations are created, maintained and sustained. In 

school administration, funds are necessary for the procurement of facilities, equipment, 

electronics and communication gadget needed for effective performance. Apart from this, 

funds are needed to pay the salaries of administrative, academic and non-academic staff. 

A robust financial allocation for school administration would not only enhance goals 

attainment but its sustainability. Plan and policy implementation are responsive to funds 

availability. Funds are needed for the acquisition of fixed and current assets and to settle 

current liabilities and expenditures incurred in the course of administration. 

 

Methodology 

This study adopted a descriptive research design. The population of this study comprised 

teachers in all public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. The respondents are the 

teachers in public senior secondary school in Rivers-East Senatorial District, Rivers State. 

The Taro Yamane method for sample size calculation was used to determine the sample 

size from the study population 7124. The mathematical illustration for the Taro Yamane 

method: n= N/ (1+N (e) 2), so the sample size for this study is 379. The instrument for 

collection of data was a questionnaire titled ‘Assessment of Resources Wastage in 

Administration Questionnaire (ARWAQ)’. The questionnaire was divided into two 

sections, the first section (A) of the questionnaire was used to collect demographic 

information while the second section (B) is structured on the modified 4 points likert rating 

scale of Strongly agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly disagree (SD). Where 

the ratings are SA = 4, A= 3, D = 2, and SD = 1 for research questions 1 while VHE= Very 

High Extent, HE= High Extent, LE=Low Extent and VLE= Very Low Extent used for 

research question 2 and 3 to option of respondents. The data collected were analyzed with 

statistical tools like mean and standard deviation to answer three research questions while 

the Spearman Correlation Coefficient (r). was used to test two hypotheses at 0.05 level of 

significance. 
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DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

Research Question 1: What resources are wasted in public senior secondary school in 

Rivers State? 

 Table 1: Descriptive Statistics 

 N Sum Mean Std. 

Deviation 

Decision 

1. Teaching personnel  283 827.00 2.92 1.310 Agreed 

2. Financial resources  283 870.00 2.77 1.367 Agreed 

3. Teaching aids? 283 849.00 3.00 1.342 Agreed 

4. Community resources  283 870.00 2.97 1.367 Agreed 

5. Classroom resources? 283 857.00 3.03 1.337 Agreed  

6. School workshop resources  283 866.00 2.88 1.357 Agreed 

7. School laboratories resources 283 863.00 2.87 1.367 Agreed  

Valid N (listwise) 283        

Source: SPSS Output 

Decision Rule: 3.00-Above (SA), 2.5-2.9 (AG), 2.4-2.0 (DA), and 1.9-Below (SD).  
 

From the above table 1, the various resources wasted in public senior secondary school in 

Rivers State includes; teaching personnel, financial resources, teaching aids, community 

resources, classroom resources, school workshop resources and school laboratories 

resources (item 1-7) and also agreed that their wastage will have an adverse effect on the 

administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State because they are all above 

the criterion mean score of 2.50. Therefore, the response rates showed that there is a high 

rate of the manifestation of the research question.  
 

Research Question 2: What is the level of resources wastage in public senior secondary 

school in Rivers State? 

Table 2.   Means and Standard derivation of respondents level of resources wastage in 

public secondary school in Rivers State. 

 N Sum Mean Std. 

Deviation 

Decision 

8. Teaching personnel  283 870.00 2.07 1.367 Low extent 

9. Financial resources  283 870.00 2.08 1.361 Low extent 

10. Teaching aids 283 831.00 2.43 1.405 Low extent 

11 Community resources  283 875.00 3.09 1.346 High extent 

12. Classroom resources 283 831.00 2.01 1.369 Low extent 

13. School workshop resources  283 863.00 2.33 1.407 Low extent 

14. School laboratories 

resources 

283 873.00 2.53 1.360           High extent 

Valid N (listwise) 283     

Source: SPSS Output 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Assessment of Resources Wastage in Administration of Public Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State  201 

Decision Rule: 3.00-Above (VHE), 2.5-2.9 (HE), 2.4-2.0 (LE), and 1.9-Below (VLE).  

From the above table 2, which explain the level of resources wastage in public senior 

secondary school in Rivers State, item 11 and 14 settled at high extent which implies that 

the level of teaching personnel, financial resources, community resources and school 

laboratories resources wastage is on the high extent while, item 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13 settled 

at low extent which implies that there is a low level of wastage on teaching personnel, 

financial resources, teaching aids, classroom resources and school workshop resources. 

Therefore, the responses rates showed that there is a variation of the manifestation of the 

items in research question two.  

 

Research Question 3: In what way can school resources wastage be minimized in public 

senior secondary school in Rivers State? 

 

Table 3: Means and Standard derivation of respondents’ level of resources wastage in 

public secondary school in Rivers State. 

 N Sum Mean Std. 

Deviation 

Decision 

15. Training and retraining of teaching 

personnel will minimize its resources 

wastage in public senior secondary school 

in Rivers State? 

283 870.00 3.07 1.367 High 

extent 

16. Adequate management of financial 

resources will minimize its resources 

wastage in public senior secondary school 

in Rivers State? 

283 870.00 2.77 1.363 High 

extent 

17. Adequate utilization of teaching aids 

will minimize its resources wastage in 

public senior secondary school in Rivers 

State? 

283 870.00 2.71 1.367 High 

extent 

18. Satisfactory use of community 

resources will minimize its resources 

wastage in public senior secondary school 

in Rivers State? 

283 870.00 3.04 1.327 High 

extent 

19. Proper management of classroom 

resources will minimize its resources 

wastage in public senior secondary school 

in Rivers State? 

283 829.00 2.52 1.313 High 

extent 

20. Careful use of workshop resources will 

minimize its resources wastage in public 

senior secondary school in Rivers State? 

283 870.00 3.27          1.359 High 

extent 
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21. Careful use of school laboratories 

resources will minimize its resources 

wastage in public senior secondary school 

in Rivers State? 

283 870.00 3.17 1.371 High 

extent 

Valid N (listwise) 283     

Source: SPSS Output 

 

Decision Rule: 3.00-Above (VHE), 2.5-2.9 (HE), 2.4-2.0 (LE), and 1.9-Below (VLE).  

From the above table 3, the various way school resources wastage be minimized in public 

senior secondary school in Rivers State which tested and it reveals that item 15, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 20, and 21 subscribe to a very high extent that adequate maintenance and proper use of 

classroom resources will reduce its wastage to a moderate level.  

Test of Hypotheses 

HO1: There is no significant relationship between resources wastage and effective 

administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

Table 4: Testing the relationship between resources wastage and effective administration 

of public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

 

 

Resour

ces 

Wastag

e 

Effective 

Administration of 

Resources 

Spearman's 

rho 

Resources 

Wastage 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

1.000 -.992** 

Sig. (2-tailed) . .000 

N 283 283 

Effective 

Administrat

ion of 

Resources 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

-.992** 1.000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 . 

N 283 283 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

Source: SPSS Output 

 

From the above table 4, the result of the Spearman Rank-order Correlation Coefficient (rho), 

shows that the rank value of school resources (rho = -0.992) and a (P-value at 0.000 which 

is P< 0.05%) had a strong negative and significant relationship with effective 

administration, hence the null hypothesis is hereby rejected and an alternate hypothesis is 

accepted which state that there is relationship between resources wastage and effective 

administration in public secondary schools in Rivers State. 
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HO2: There is nosignificant difference between school resources wastage management and 

administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

 

Table 5: Testing the relationship between resources wastage management and effective 

administration of public senior secondary school in Rivers State 

 Resources 

Wastage 

Management 

Effective 

Administration of 

Resources 

Spearman's 

rho 

Resources 

Wastage 

Management 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
1.000 .989** 

Sig. (2-tailed) . .000 

N 283 283 

Effective 

Administratio

n of Resources 

Correlation 

Coefficient 
.989** 1.000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 . 

N 283 283 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

Source: SPSS Output 

 

From the above table 8, the result of the Spearman Rank-order Correlation Coefficient (rho) 

shows the rank value of resources wastage management (rho = 0.989) and a (P-value at 

0.000 which is P<0.05%) has a positive and significant relationship with effective 

administration, hence the null hypothesis is hereby rejected and an alternate hypothesis is 

accepted which state that there is relationship between resources wastage management 

and effective administration in public secondary schools in Rivers State.  

 

Discussion of Findings 

The findings of the study show the test of hypothesis 1 and 2, as shown in tables 7 and 8 

showed the coefficient of determination at (R= -0.992 and 0.989) for the relationships 

between school resource and effective administration of public senior secondary school in 

Rivers State. This however shows that there exists a strong negative and positive 

relationship between school resource and effective administration of public senior 

secondary school in Rivers State. The positive value of the various determinants and the 

P-value (0.00) less than the level of significance at (0.05) also confirms why the null 

hypothesis stated for 1 and 2 were rejected.  The findings corroborate with conclusion of 

Munyi and Orodho (2015) who discovered through findings of a study that many schools 

lacked enough resources to maintain school buildings, and as a result, there is also 

increased dropout, repetition as well as low completion and transition rates. The finding 
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of Munyi and Orodho (2015) has implications to the finding of the present study because, 

where there are inadequate resources to maintain school buildings, the buildings which 

will be left unattended to, may become dilapidated with serious consequences on the 

students’ and school performance. It was discovered that numerous teaching equipment 

are wasted in secondary schools.  

 

Similarly, the findings also support the study of Mbon et al. (2020) on the causal effects of 

the wastage of school material resources and school system effectiveness in secondary 

schools in Cross River State of Nigeria. Findings of the study revealed that school material 

resources are wasted in different and numerous ways. Some of these ways are significant 

while others are not. Teaching equipment that are wasted in schools include manuals, 

desks, workbooks, charts, projectors, playgrounds, drawing books, chalks, textbooks, 

laboratories, chalkboard/whiteboards, markers, handbooks, and computers. It was 

discovered also that wastage of school farm resources, buildings, and teaching equipment 

have a direct significant but negative effect on the effectiveness of schools, accounting for 

17% of the total variance in the effectiveness of the school. It was concluded, that increment 

in the wastage of school material resources will cause the effectiveness of schools to 

decline. Similar to the finding of this study, the finding of Ogbuanya et al. (2017) suggests 

that poor management of material resources is common among different principals. 

 

Conclusion  

The findings revealed that, there is a negative and positive significant variation in 

relationship between school resources wastage in effective administration in public 

secondary schools in Rivers State. School resources play a crucial role for the effective 

administration of public secondary schools in Rivers State in terms of proper utilization of 

the resources allocated to them.  

 

Recommendation 

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made; 

i. Government should ensure proper management of school resources should be 

encouraged in public secondary schools in Rivers State. This will go a long way in 

making the institution as dynamic as possible. 

ii. Both the government and principals of public schools in Rivers State should 

continue to reemphasize the need for proper utilization of the resources at their 

disposals to avoid wastage. This will help the schools in achieving the goals for 

which it has been established. 

iii. Secondary school principals should be sensitized through workshops or 

conferences on the importance of managing school material resources to eliminate 

wastage in schools.  
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iv. Teachers, as well as students, should be enlightened by school principals on the 

need to avoid negligent utilization of school material resources which causes 

wastage that reduces the level of school effectiveness.  

v. The government at all levels, should support secondary schools in the 

management of school material resources through an adequate supply of facilities 

and proper supervision or audit of their utilization.  
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