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Abstract 
This  paper  explores  whether  or  not  the  traits  found  in  the  new  terrorism  

paradigm  correspond with  Hamas’  behavioral  and  organizational  

characteristics.  By  focusing  on  the  core  concepts of  the  new  terrorism  

paradigm  this  paper  discusses  how  Hamas  fits  within  the  parameters  laid 

out  by  those  concepts,  and  compares  these  assumptions  with  the  analysis  of  

Hamas’  behavior in  some  of  the  recent  terrorism  literature.  Based  on  this  

comparison  this  paper  argues  Hamas is  less  ideologically/religiously  

motivated,  as  the  new  terrorism  argues,  and  more  politically as  well  as  

structurally  motivated. This paper through the use of secondary sources reveals 

that Hamas have proved itself a group that has a particular degree of influence 
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over the population that it purports to represent, even if not all Palestinians 

necessarily support their beliefs and the manner the group seeks to realize its 

political aims. Moreover, Hamas has persisted in killing and maiming Israelis, 

civilians and soldiers alike through a variety of violent means, and no signs have 

surfaced as of late to indicate that Hamas will depart from such tactics in the near 

future.  This  paper  therefore  argues  that  the  weight  placed  on the  relevance  

of  the  new  terrorism  perspective  should  be  reevaluated. 

 

1. Introduction  

Hamas is an acronym of the Arabic phrase Ḥarakat al-Muqāwamah al-ʾIslāmiyyah, 

meaning "Islamic Resistance Movement". This acronym, HMS, was later glossed in the 

Hamas Covenant by the Arabic word ḥamās (حماس) which itself means "zeal", "strength", 

or "bravery". In Hebrew, there is a similar-sounding word, ḥāmās (חמס) connoting 

"violence" and it has been suggested that the phonemic resemblance between the two terms 

may have conducted to abetting acrimonious relations between Israel and this Palestinian 

movement. Hamas' declared objectives are to liberate Palestine from Israeli occupation and 

transform the country into an Islamic state. Which of these two objectives is the primary 

goal is disputed. The movement's original charter committed it to waging an armed 

struggle to destroy the state of Israel (Charrett, 2020). 

 

Hamas is neither unique nor inherently different from previous terrorist organizations 

witnessed in world affairs. While its history is undeniably jeweled with vicious tactics 

intended to help achieve its political objectives, the group has become internationally 

disreputable for organizing itself around terror and the instrumentality of violence for 

political effect. Yasser Arafat once remarked that, “we the Palestinians are the victims of 

the victims of European history. We have become the Jews of the Jews. But we do not want 

to make them the Palestinians of the Palestinians” (Arafat Quoted by Safieh in The 

Guardian, 2004). As such, many have drawn upon instances in which Hamas appears to 

revolve around more than mere aggression and bloodshed. Various commentators, 

including states and international organizations have taken note of Hamas delivering a 

host of social, political, health, and educational services to Palestinians, offering the 

dissenting view that Hamas either represents more than a terrorist organization or is not a 

terrorist organization at all. 

 

Few would likely contest the view that terrorism and terrorist movements have proved 

controversial issues in the past and in the contemporary international political and security 

environments. Yet, discussions pertaining to the formulation and activity of such terrorist 

movements, including their practice of political extremism, will likely continue to reveal 

both support and rejection of terrorism as a radical and violent movement, particularly in 
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the context of Hamas. Dagblad (1989) in Weinberg (2005) noted that terrorism may be seen 

as “a snare and delusion, a way of diverting the public‟s attention from the failings of 

Western governments,” while would-be detractors of this perspective might view 

terrorism and terrorist organizations as the “logical and just resistance of the people 

against state terrorism, capitalism, racism, sexism, and imperialism” (Schmid, 1993). In 

spite of growing views about Hamas‟s role beyond the terrorism paradigm, one might 

aptly contend that a democratically elected Hamas, especially given that it continues to 

conduct violent action against both military and civilian targets, is still a terrorist 

organization. The group’s activities and techniques enshrine these sentiments offered by 

Weinberg and Schmid, and convey a sense of obligation to either fight in favor or against 

the ideals upheld by Hamas or any other terrorist organization employing terrorist tactics 

in an attempt to further their eventual ambitions. 

 

2. Origins 

Hamas's origins can be traced to the foundation of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt in 

1928.[110] The Muslim Brotherhood arose as an attempt to have Islamic values extend 

beyond the mosque into the secular sphere, where it challenged the core assumptions, 

social, political, ideological, nationalist and economic of the existing ruling order. In 1935 

it established contacts in Mandatory Palestine and in 1945 inaugurated its first branch in 

Jerusalem. Following the Nakba in 1948, which shattered Palestinian society, the Muslim 

Brotherhood was one of the first organizations to reestablish itself among the Palestinians 

(Milton-Edwards, 2015). 

 

When Israel occupied the Palestinian territories in 1967, the Muslim Brotherhood members 

did not take active part in the resistance, preferring to focus on social-religious reform and 

on restoring Islamic values (Kabahā, 2014). This outlook changed in the early 1980s and 

Islamic organizations became more involved in Palestinian politics. The driving force 

behind this transformation was Ahmed Yassin, a Palestinian refugee from Al-Jura. Of 

humble origins and quadriplegic, he persevered to become one of the Muslim 

Brotherhood's leaders in Gaza. His charisma and conviction brought him a loyal group of 

followers, who he, as a quadriplegic, depended on for everything from feeding him, to 

transporting him to and from events, and to communicate his strategy to the public. 

 

In 1973, Yassin founded the social-religious charity al-Mujama al-Islamiya ("Islamic 

center") in Gaza as an offshoot to the Muslim Brotherhood. The Israeli authorities 

encouraged Yassin's charity to expand as they saw it as a useful counterbalance to the 

secular Palestine Liberation Organization. Yitzhak Segev, who was the Israeli military 

governor of Gaza at the time, recalled that they even funded his charity: "The Israeli 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

Hamas:  A Case Study of International Terrorism.                 18 

government gave me a budget, and the military government gives to the mosques". Israel's 

religious affairs official in Gaza, Avner Cohen, later regretfully concluded that Hamas was 

created by Israel. He claimed to have warned his superiors not to back the Islamists. 

 

In 1984 Yassin was arrested after the Israelis found out that his group collected arms, but 

released in May 1985 as part of a prisoner exchange. He continued to expand the reach of 

his charity in Gaza. Following his release, he set up al-Majd (an acronym for Munazamat 

al-Jihad wa al-Da'wa), headed by former student leader Yahya Sinwar and Rawhi 

Mushtaha, tasked with handling internal security and hunting local informants for the 

Israeli intelligence services. At about the same time, he ordered former student leader 

Salah Shehade to set up al-Mujahidun al-Filastiniun (Palestinian fighters), but its militants 

were quickly rounded up by Israeli authorities and had their arms confiscated. 

 

The idea of Hamas began to take form on December 10, 1987, when several members of 

the Brotherhood convened the day after an incident in which an Israeli army truck had 

crashed into a car at a Gaza checkpoint killing 4 Palestinian day-workers. They met at 

Yassin's house and decided that they too needed to react in some manner as the protest 

riots sparking the First Intifada erupted. A leaflet issued on the 14 December calling for 

resistance is considered to mark their first public intervention, though the name Hamas 

itself was not used until January 1988. Yassin was not directly connected to the 

organization but he gave it his blessing. In a meeting with the Jordanian Muslim 

Brotherhood in February 1988, it too gave its approval. To many Palestinians it appeared 

to engage more authentically with their national expectations, since it merely provided an 

Islamic version of what had been the PLO's original goals, armed struggle to liberate all of 

Palestine, rather than the territorial compromise the PLO acquiesced in—a small fragment 

of Mandatory Palestine. 

 

Creating Hamas as an entity distinct from the Muslim Brotherhood was a matter of 

practicality; the Muslim Brotherhood refused to engage in violence against Israel, but 

without participating in the intifada, the Islamists tied to it feared they would lose support 

to their rivals the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the PLO. They also hoped that by keeping 

its militant activities separate, Israel would not interfere with its social work. 

 

Hamas published its charter in August 1988, wherein it defined itself as a chapter of the 

Muslim Brotherhood and its desire to establish "an Islamic state throughout Palestine" (for 

details on the charter see Hamas Charter (1988)). 
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Co-founder Yassin was convinced that Israel was endeavouring to destroy Islam, and 

concluded that loyal Muslims had a religious obligation to destroy Israel. The short-term 

goal of Hamas was to liberate Palestine, including modern-day Israel, from Israeli 

occupation. The long-term aim sought to establish an Islamic state from the Jordan River 

to the Mediterranean Sea, remarkably similar to, and perhaps derived from, the Zionist 

notion of the same area under a Jewish majority. 

 

3. Understanding the Structure of Hamas:  

It is essential to consider the overall structure of Hamas in order to see that the group’s 

arrangement puts it in good standing to engage in militant operations. A good way to 

understand Hamas‟s structure is to begin by dividing the group into various wings. 

Hamas is comprised of three interrelated wings that include: (1) the political wing, (2) the 

social welfare wing, and (3) the military wing (Levitt, 2009). The military wing is by far the 

most active within the occupied territories, especially given that the central goal of Hamas 

is to physically engage Israeli occupation forces. Subsequently, the occupied territories 

represent the frontlines of the organization. 

 

Social Welfare Wing:  

As the name of this wing implies, it is responsible for the social and welfare initiatives of 

Hamas. The social welfare wing is responsible for much of the popularity that Hamas 

receives in Palestinian territories, and to a lesser extent, throughout the Middle East, due 

in part to the social services that it provides to Palestinians in the occupied territories. The 

various services that this wing provides, includes the construction of schools and hospitals; 

Hamas spends approximately 90% of its annual $70 million operating budget on an 

extensive and rather impressive social services network (World Tribune, 2004). This 

expense constitutes a major pillar of support for the Hamas organization overall. In 

addition to the construction of vital services buildings, Hamas funds many relief and 

education programs, schools, orphanages, mosques, healthcare clinics, soup kitchens, and 

sports leagues, which do not necessarily receive financial assistance from the current 

Palestinian government (Council on Foreign Relations, 2006).  

 

In spite of its generous work, it dubious whether or not Hamas actually uses this these 

efforts as a marketing tool for augmenting the influx of external funding, including 

donations, in order to fuel its bellicose operations Hamas has demonstrated its capacity to 

implement somewhat progressive and what might otherwise be considered 

“humanitarian” programs through its social welfare wing such as the funding of libraries 

as well as education centers for women, nurseries, kindergartens, and supervised religious 

schools that are able to provide meals to those attending and in need (Hilsenrath, 2005). 
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One of this wing’s more controversial programs, however – and one that brings into 

question the true intentions of the group, is the monetary support offered to the families 

of suicide bombers, particularly those who gave their lives in support of the primary cause 

of Hamas while other financial support is in place for families of militants who are not 

associated with the group (Levitt, 2007). One rather appropriate question raised as a result 

of these operations is the extent to which Hamas-funded education initiatives and 

programs support anti-Israeli, anti-Jewish, and anti-Western pedagogy. According to 

Robinson (2006), “Hamas is also well regarded by Palestinians for its efficiency and 

perceived lack of corruption compared to Fatah.” As a result of these efforts and since the 

Israeli military operation in Gaza, Palestinian public opinion polls have shown that the 

popularity of Hamas is rising at a steady pace and is currently sitting at roughly 52% 

support compared to 13% support for its competitor, Fatah (Rubenstein, 2005). The same 

report fails to show whether the same group of votes supports the use of violence as 

legitimate means to achieving desired political objectives. 

 

Political Wing:  

The Majilis al-Shura (Consultative Council) is Hamas‟s central political and 

decisionmaking body, which is made-up of representatives from Gaza, the West Bank, 

Israeli prisons as well as the exiled leadership – the Political Bureau. Further embedded 

within the political wing of the group are various committees and subgroups responsible 

for supervising the range of activities that Hamas undertakes – from media relations to 

military operations (Levitt, 2009). The most senior decision-making entity within the 

organization is the Political Bureau. All of the Bureau‟s 15 members operate from their 

headquarters, which is currently located in Damascus, Syria. Through what might be 

construed as something resembling a quasi-democratic process, members who select their 

representatives in local Consultative Councils in specific geographic regions elect Hamas‟s 

Bureau. The councils then nominate representatives to the General Consultative Council, 

and members of the General Consultative Council subsequently elect the Political Bureau 

(Ma‟an News Agency, 2009). 

 

5. The Making of a Terror Organization:  

Hamas, a Palestinian fundamentalist socio-political organization and product of the 

Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, is currently the Palestinian Islamic political party that 

governs the Gaza Strip in the Middle East. Hamas made its first appearance during the 

Intifada (1987- 1993) – the Palestinian popular uprising against Israeli occupation of the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip (Carroll, 2005). It has been classified as a terrorist organization 

by a number of national bodies that include, in particular, the European Union (EU), 

United States (US), United Kingdom (UK), Canada, Israel, and Japan. However, this 
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classification is not universally shared; neither the United Nations (UN), nor the 

governments of the Russian Federation, Turkey, or Switzerland apply the terrorist label to 

Hamas. Fuelled by the values and doctrines propagated through Islamic Fundamentalism 

that spread throughout the Arab world in the final decade of the Cold War, the Hamas 

movement was co-founded in 1987 by Sheik Ahmed Yassin, who established the Islamic 

Center more than a decade prior in 1973 and was heavily influence by the Muslim 

Brotherhood.  

 

With the official Charter of Hamas created in 1988, Yassin proclaimed that Hamas would 

establish an Islamic state in the area that is now Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. 

In seeking to establish his order, Hamas brazenly violated and continues to violate both 

Palestinian Basic law and international human rights standards in West Bank as well as 

Gaza. Even after gaining official governing status, Hamas “security forces have committed 

grave offences against supporters of the opposing party, their families, and media 

representatives throughout Occupied Territories” (Freed, 2007: p. 13). Thus, part of 

Hamas‟s character may be defined by through its violations of even its own supporters. 

Initially, the Israelis who wanted to see the Palestinian movement split actually tolerated 

Yassin‟s activities and the influence of the PLO (Fatah). This is interesting to note 

particularly when taking into consideration the fact that the official Hamas Charter is 

inherently and virulently anti-Semitic, presenting absolutely no conditions under which 

the terrorist group is or would ever be willing to compromise over its goal of removing 

each and every Jew from Palestine (Isseroff, 2004). Hence, the violent intentions of the 

group were made apparent upon the very inception of this ideological construct and 

movement nearly a quarter of a century ago. 

 

Hamas has been the governing body of the Palestinian Territories since June 2007, 

following the victory that it won in securing the majority of seats in the Palestinian 

Parliament during the January 2006 Palestinian parliamentary elections. The victory came 

as a shock even to Palestinians living in Gaza who would not have conceived of Hamas 

ever possessing the ability to govern the territory. As noted by Milton-Edwards and Farrell 

(2010): Hamas was running in its first-ever national after two decades as a pariah. In the 

five years leading up to the elections its armed militants had killed more than 400 people 

– including Israeli soldiers, settlers and civilians, foreign tourists and immigrant workers 

– and carried out more than fifty suicide bombings. During this period Israelis from all 

walks of life were targeted, and treated as a monolithic mass by Hamas‟s enmity.  

 

The military side of Hamas, known as the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades (named after the 

Arab nationalist who was responsible for leading violent and militant activities against 
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both the British and pro-Zionists operating in British Palestine), emerged just over a decade 

prior to the group being elected. This tradition, however, has been carried even beyond 

the 2007 election period; while it maintains a focus on occupying forces; the Israelis are 

now the primary occupiers that Hamas violently engages. 

 

6. Funding of the Hamas’s Operations:  

Hamas has consistently received much of its funding from Palestinian expatriates and 

Muslim donors living overseas. Since 9/11, the US government has sought to interdict the 

flow of funds to Hamas and other transnational terrorist organizations such as Al Qaeda 

by freezing the assets of organizations, charities, banks, as well as front companies thought 

to be mechanisms of funding Hamas.  

 

The reduction of funding to Hamas as a result of American pressure on states that were 

previous donors to Hamas has shown that Hamas need to rely on sources that share 

Hama‟s ideological bases. Thus, Iran has become the largest support of Hamas, having 

also stated its intention to see the state of Israel wiped from the map. Considering the 

contributions made by Iran and other Gulf States, some have estimated the Hamas receives 

anywhere from $20 million to $30 million per year (Council on Foreign Relations, 2006). 

 

7. Hamas’ Strategy 

Hamas has set itself the principal objective of terminating the existence of the State of Israel 

as the national home of the Jewish People. Hamas does not recognize the Jewish State, and 

in its place wishes to establish a Palestinian entity (I use the term “entity” since I do not 

wish to define its characteristics) throughout Mandatory Israel. This “end” is highly 

ambitious when taking into account the balance of power between Israel and Hamas (even 

if the other terrorist organizations in Gaza are included in its ranks). 

 

The strategy chosen by Hamas in order to attain its pretentious principal objective is that 

of “resistance” (“MUKAWAMA”). The major part of the strategy is the maintenance of 

activities (generally with terrorist characteristics) against the State of Israel. In order to 

realize this strategy, Hamas is investing efforts to establish operational capabilities that 

will allow it to operate from the Gaza Strip against Israeli assets (of both a military and a 

civilian nature). 

 

Without going into depth, we argue that there is a material difference between the 

“resistance” of Hamas and the terrorist strategies of the PLO up to the Oslo Accords. The 

policy aim or end state of PLO terrorism was not to subdue Israel by terror. The PLO’s 

strategy employed terrorism in order to bring the Palestinian issue to the world agenda. 
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This essay suggests that a strategy of resistance is irrational since it is impossible to 

demonstrate the mechanism through which the resistance will lead to the attaining of 

Hamas’ principal objective. This statement it is not intended to pass judgment on either 

the validity of the strategy or the degree of its suitability for Hamas. Since Hamas (like 

other Islamic entities in the region) has adopted this strategy, it should be assumed that it 

coincides with its situation and beliefs. The question that should concern Israeli decision-

makers is not how effective this strategy appears in Israeli eyes but rather what are the 

consequences of this strategy and what strategy should Israel adopt in order to counter it. 

There are two irrational elements in the strategy of resistance: 

 

The first assumes that Israel is incapable of countering the challenges of the resistance over 

time. This assumption is derived from the belief that the Zionist entity is weak and 

pampered. This belief is based on a virtually racist approach that regards the Jew as being 

weak, and the Western World (to which Israeli society belongs) as lacking ideology and of 

being morally corrupt. At the same time, an examination of Jewish history in general and 

of Zionism in the last century in particular, indicates precisely the opposite. The Jews have 

always withstood extremely harsh conditions over time and have managed to survive. 

 

The second element views the very act of resistance as a value and an expression of the 

strength of the resistor. The believer views the fact that he is defying the opposing forces, 

as a victory, regardless of the immediate gain that the resistance achieves. 

 

A strategy of resistance is not required to describe the rational course of events on the way 

to attaining its principal objective. Hence, this strategy too is not examined periodically in 

terms of the situation it has reached on the way to attaining the ends. Rather, it primarily 

examines itself in terms of its capability of surviving, namely, resisting. It is interesting to 

note that from time to time a rational evaluation is made of a strategy of resistance by 

Palestinian elements, who generally reach the conclusion that this strategy is undermining 

the attainment of the ends of the Palestinian people. This conflict between the various 

evaluations of the effectiveness of the strategy of resistance results from the use of rational 

tools to evaluate an irrational strategy, and not only from the evaluator’s worldview. 

 

The strategy of resistance belongs to the family of, what can be called, “asymmetric 

strategies”. An asymmetric strategy is characterized by its attempt to confront the 

opponent with weapons that are different from those used by him. The asymmetry may 

be at the most basic tactical level – such as an anti-aircraft setup constructed in response to 

superior air power. The response may be at a higher level, such as irregular warfare against 

regular military forces, or it can occur at the highest level, such as confrontation by an 
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entity having no territory or statehood against a state. All asymmetric strategies attempt 

to confront the opponent not through direct confrontation against its force, with similar 

force, but by relocation of the conflict to a different arena, attempting to eliminate some of 

the other party’s advantages. 

 

When two forces confront one another with similar operational weapons, it is reasonable 

to assume that the stronger or larger party, or at least the better-trained party, will win. If 

one of the parties estimates that it does not stand a chance in a symmetric confrontation 

since it is inferior in terms of the above parameters, it is likely to attempt to change the 

character of the confrontation. A party that succeeds in relocating the confrontation to an 

arena, in which its tactical situation improves, will increase its chances of victory. 

 

Asymmetric wars have taken place throughout history and are not especially characteristic 

of recent years. However, during recent decades (and particularly since the end of World 

War II) an asymmetric strategy of resistance has developed. This strategy has a number of 

unique characteristics: 

1. The resistor employs tools of terror. The operational tools of terror have changed 

over the years. At first, terrorism was based on attacks using small arms, and 

subsequently employed explosive charges and suicide bombers. Rocket weaponry 

has gained ground in recent years but was used for terrorist purposes as early as 

in World War II. The major motif served by all these operational tools is the 

creation of fear and terror among civilians. The tools of terror are militarily 

ineffective and do not significantly jeopardize military activities. 

 

2. The resistor abandons defense of its civilians and leaves the role of their protection 

to the other party. The resistance does not attempt to prevent its opponents from 

gaining control of its territory and civilians. The major shield for the population is 

the restraints that the stronger party imposes upon itself. These restraints may 

derive from the values of the other party or from its fear of international 

repercussions. However, clearly, such protection is not achieved by classical 

means of defense and security (prevention of occupation). 

 

3. The resistor makes use of its civilians as a shield for its terrorist forces. The 

resistor’s firepower is deliberately and knowingly deployed in populated areas in 

order to make it difficult to attack it. If the other party nevertheless attacks, then, 

for propaganda purposes, use will be made of civilians who were unintentionally 

injured. An interesting reversal of roles occurs, where the symmetric party 
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attempts to protect the civilians of the other party, while the resisting party 

exploits the damage to its civilians for its own benefit (in strategic terms).[i] 

 

Hamas’ strategy of resistance in Gaza is, accordingly, irrational and asymmetric in nature, 

attempting to employ terrorism to attack the Israeli side, while relying on Israeli restraints 

to prevent harm to civilians in Gaza, and at the very least exploits the unavoidable damage 

to the Gaza civilians for the purpose of strategic leverage. 

 

8. Israeli Strategy against Hamas 

Israel’s sought political condition, its policy, is to develop and establish itself as the 

national home of the Jewish People, and as a democratic state. Since the establishment of 

the state, emphasis has been placed on ensuring its existence, and has subsequently been 

directed at social and economic development with the decreased existential threat against 

Israel. 

 

Israel encounters difficulty in formulating a single coherent strategy that will meet the 

challenge of the resistance from Gaza and the political process with the Palestinian 

Authority. The split in the Palestinian camp, in fact, necessitates a corresponding split in 

the Israeli strategy in order to confront them. Some claim that Israel is cynically exploiting 

this split so that it will not be required to advance the political process. This essay does not 

address such discussions but rather focuses on the strategy vis-à-vis Hamas, in which there 

is greater agreement in Israel itself and amongst the international community. 

 

The political conditions that Israel seeks to establish regarding Hamas is to maintain 

periods of quiet, with the lowest level of violence that can be achieved over as long a period 

of time as possible, in order to exploit the quiet for economic and social development for 

Israel. 

 

Israeli strategy relies on Israeli deterrence. Israel is attempting to preserve the relative quiet 

that has been created since Operation Cast Lead. The status quo allows Israel to absorb the 

level of terror emanating from Gaza (mainly rockets and mortars fired at open areas) while 

maintaining a defensive posture along the border fence with Gaza, and with occasional 

attacks against terrorist infrastructure from the air. From time to time escalation occurs as 

a result of “breaking the rules” by one of the parties, following which the exchanges of fire 

from both sides of the border increase. However, the mutual interest of both parties to 

avoid escalation helps to maintain the “cease fire”. Israel is prepared for broader action 

against Hamas and uses this level of readiness to deter it from uncontrolled escalation of 

its activities or those of other terrorist organizations who act under its protection in Gaza. 
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The Israeli strategy is, therefore, one of maintaining the status quo at an acceptable level 

of terrorism while preparing for a broad operation, and deterring the other party from 

escalation. This strategy is rational since a logical connection can be seen between the 

employment of a measured degree of force during the status quo period and deterrence 

from escalation, and the achievement of Israel’s principal political objectives during that 

time, namely, to develop its economy and society while deterring its enemies from 

escalation. 

 

An interesting phenomenon may be observed, in which the strategies of the parties do not 

exactly conflict with one another. Hamas is interested in resistance, and Israel manages to 

absorb a certain level of terrorism in order not to escalate into war. This is the reason that 

an ongoing situation of low intensity confrontation has been able to exist over the years 

between Israel and Gaza. So long as Hamas prefers the very act of resistance to the 

attainment of the principal goal of Israel’s liquidation, it will keep its level of activities 

within limits that Israel can live with. Israel, on its part, will attempt to extend the period 

of relative tranquility in which it absorbs the low level of terrorism that it is prepared to 

accept. Israel’s primary goal is to exist and develop. Peaceful borders are, of course, 

preferable to a situation of ongoing terrorism, but if terrorism continues at a tolerable level, 

Israel will prefer the option of economic and political development over a decision to go 

to war against Hamas. 

 

9. Hamas’s Violent Ideology:  

The modus operandi of Hamas centers on the principle of formulating a coherent military 

organization with the overall interest of supporting its primary aims and objectives; both 

may be regarded as forming a very conspicuous relationship of violent intention. 

Accordingly, Hamas‟s political and military philosophical structures combined with the 

determination of Israeli and other Western democratic communities that oppose it, present 

a caustic mixture that ultimately paved the way for a lengthy and vehement relationship. 

The Hamas Charter of 1988 is the primary document on which the group operates. It is 

within this document that the essential aims and objectives of the group are portrayed.  

 

Hamas‟s Charter calls for the replacement of the state of Israel and the Palestinian 

territories with a new Islamic Palestinian State. The violent foundations on which Hamas 

was built are evident through the slogan that appears in the Charter that, “Allah is its 

target, the Prophet is its model, the Koran its constitution: Jihad is its path and death for 

the sake of Allah is the loftiest of its wishes (Article 8)” (Times Online, 2006). In 2006, the 

current political leader of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh, asserted that Hamas was willing to call 

a truce with Israel that could last up to 20 years if a Palestinian state was formed within 
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the 1967 lines, but added that Hamas would not recognize the “usurper Zionist 

government” and would carry forward its “jihad-like movement until the liberation of 

Jerusalem” (Haaretz Service & The Associated Press, 2006).  

 

In spite of this sharp statement, Haniyeh claimed on December 1, 2010 that, “Hamas will 

respect the results (of a referendum) regardless of whether it differs with its ideology and 

principles” and that “[w]e accept a Palestinian state on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem 

as its capital, the release of Palestinian prisoners, and the resolution of the issue of 

refugees” (Reuters, 2010). Consequently, it was during this time that Hamas revealed a 

fragment of doctrinal malleability and potential willingness to work with instead of fight 

against its neighbor(s). 

 

10. The Future of Hamas:  

Although there seems to be no clear or definitive leadership within the Hamas 

organization, a quasi-seniority-based leadership structure appears to be in place. Some 

might consider the lack of an official and single authority within the organization a great 

disadvantage to the overall operation and capacity of Hamas to function and meet its 

ultimate aims and objectives as laid-out in its Charter. The credibility of any sort of rebuttal 

to this belief might rest in the essential lack of a central figure, and further draw on the 

group‟s cooperation with government forces in Palestinian territories, supporting the idea 

that Hamas‟s real strength could lie in its representation among local populations 

throughout region. As such, the true power of Hamas seems to resonate with average 

Palestinians for whom the group fights but even average Palestinians were shocked when 

Hamas was elected as the governing body of Gaza. As illustrated previously, Fatah is 

supported by only a small fraction of the Palestinian population, whereas Hamas presently 

boasts the support of over half of these people. As Hamas works closer with political 

authorities, and given its recognition by a number of main actors in world affairs like the 

UN, Russia, and the Norwegian government, among others, Hamas might very well 

remain a permanent feature of the political landscape within the Middle East in spite of 

the propensity to indiscriminately slaughter innocent bystanders in Israeli communities in 

order to gain support for its cause. Hamas‟s Charter constitutes one of the main challenges 

to its own existence.  

 

Even as many within the international community, particularly the UN, refuse to brand 

Hamas as a terrorist organization, they continue to challenge Hamas‟s authority simply 

because of its murderous edicts such as the destruction of Israel and the death of innocent 

Jews. The very people and institutions that Hamas might ultimately have to work with 

cannot simply or readily endorse the indiscriminative violence, in which Hamas engages 
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and sponsors. This is particularly the case if Hamas should like to achieve a greater sense 

of representation and legitimacy in the current geopolitical realm. Despite the many 

roadblocks that Hamas faces, whether self-imposed or not, it has attempted to reconcile 

ideological thorns and engage in a courtship with political realism. Its election victory can 

be seen as the move promising, even if unexpected, stride towards a different brand of 

existence with its opposition. Hamas, according to Amayreh (2007), “has been debating 

ways and means to reconcile its erstwhile radical Islamist ideology with the pressing need 

to meet practical political requirements.” Many have argued that the political relevance of 

Hamas‟s original charter has become stale and is now past its own expiration date, no 

longer able to appropriately dictate the political comportment of the group. Islamists have 

used such words as “anachronistic,” “outdated,” and “historical” to describe the 1988 

Charter (Amayreh, 2007).  

 

The National Reconciliation Accord, a document created in the summer of 2006, stated that 

Palestinian national and Islamic factions agreed to “respect” every relevant UN resolution, 

including UN General Assembly (UNGA) resolution 194, which calls for repatriation of 

and indemnification for Palestinian refugees uprooted from their homes in 1948 in what is 

now Israel (Amayreh, 2007). As such, the acceptance of this document can be seen as a 

fundamental ideological concession made by Hamas but cannot be seen exclusively as the 

means by which Hamas is “changing its ways.” Additionally, one must consider the 

financial capacity of Hamas to continue operating in accordance with its historical 

character. The West‟s crippling sanctions, which were enforced by local and regional 

banks, have drilled the fundamentalist movement into a state of bankruptcy (Amayreh, 

2007). Hamas leaders have also admitted that it was largely unprepared for the governing 

responsibilities that it inherited when it assumed possession of the Gaza Strip in in mid-

June of 2007. The strain of civil governance and continued conflict with Fatah amid a bleak 

financial state has caused what Amaryeh (2007), has referred to as a “political and social 

implosion.” As many Hamas members and high-ranking officials increasingly recognize 

the importance of initiating dialog with the West, especially given the growing state of 

interdependency in the intricate global village in which all political, social, and economic 

actors now operate, there is growing proof that Hamas has and will continue to effectively 

scrap a great deal of its self-injurious ideological rigidity and superficial power. What 

remains to be seen, is whether Hamas is able to shed its identity as a terrorist organization, 

which is anything but an unfair sobriquet. 

 

11. Conclusion  

In general, Hamas does not appear to qualify as a new and dynamic actor in the Middle 

East simply because it was elected to govern in Gaza. As many might see it, a terrorist 
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group that is democratically elected, is still a terrorist group. However, Hamas have 

proved itself a group that has a particular degree of influence over the population that it 

purports to represent, even if not all Palestinians necessarily support their beliefs and the 

manner the group seeks to realize its political aims. Moreover, Hamas has persisted in 

killing and maiming Israelis, civilians and soldiers alike through a variety of violent means, 

and no signs have surfaced as of late to indicate that Hamas will depart from such tactics 

in the near future. Much of Hamas’s track record, even as recent as 2002, lends credibility 

to the view that Hamas is likely to hold on to its terrorist actions and, according to the 

statements offered by Rantissi, escalate its instrumentality of violence should it be able to 

procure the means to adequately do so. 
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