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Abstract 

Christian marriage celebration started in the 12th century with the development 

of its liturgy. Christian marriage is a life-long covenant relationship between a 

man and a woman as husband and wife. Anglican canon law authorized that 

marriage should be celebrated within some guiding principles. The recent practice 

by some couples in celebrating traditional marriage during church wedding 

reception as well as the church declining to celebrate the marriage of some 

intending couples have been acts of concern to Christian marriage in Nigeria. 

This paper provided answer to the following fundamental questions: what is the 

purpose of Christian marriage, challenges in Christian marriage celebration, and 

Anglican Church rules on marriage in Nigeria? Biblical evidence and church laws 

reveals that the Anglican Church at national and diocesan levels had passed 

resolutions to guide and promote Christian marriage. These rules follows the laws 

of the state-Marriage Act. The church at all levels will need to organise a body to 

coordinate activities of marriage and family life.   

 

Keywords:  Anglican Church, covenant, rule, marriage, and relationship 

 

Introduction     

Marriage is the first and divine institution, a universal phenomenon expressed in a socio-

cultural milieu.  The Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (2003, p.1082) defined Christian 

marriage as the “sacred, covenantal union of one man and one woman formed when the 

two swear before God an oath of lifelong loyalty and love to one another, the sign and seal 

of which is sexual intercourse”. Covenant is an oath-bound promise whereby one party 

solemnly pledges to bless or serve another party unilaterally and unconditionally for life. 

Prophet Malachi declared, “Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife 

of your youth. You have acted treacherously against her, though she was your marriage 

partner and your wife by covenant” (2:14, HCSB).     
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Canon 1055 of the Roman Catholic Church defined marriage as one of the seven 

sacraments thus; “The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish 

between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the 

good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring, has been raised by 

Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament between baptised” (Burke, 2006, p. 409). In 

classical Anglican doctrine, marriage is treated not as a sacrament but as sacramental in 

nature. It is “an honourable estate, instituted by God in the time of man’s innocency, 

signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church” (Doe, 2003, 

p.272).  Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) herein after referred to as CofN Canon XX: 

1 stated that, “The Church believes that Marriage, by Divine institution is a lifelong and 

exclusive union and partnership between one man and one woman. Its laws and 

regulations are based upon this belief” (2020, p. 117). Thus, Christian marriage is a life-

long covenant relationship between two imperfect persons, one man and one woman as 

husband and wife who are resolved to walk together as companions, friends and 

complimentary partners, exercising sexual and economic privileges and duties for the 

bringing into existence of other persons, and nurturing them in the way of the Lord.   

 

The recent acts by some couples in celebrating their traditional or customary marriage 

during reception after church wedding have been a source of concern to the Anglican 

Church in the Niger Delta province of Nigeria. There are cases where the church declined 

to celebrate the marriage of some intending couples for some reasons. These established a 

lacuna in rules of the church on marriage. This paper provided answer to two fundamental 

questions: what are the challenges to Christian marriage celebration in Nigeria? What are 

the rules of the Anglican Church on marriage? In answering these questions, the major 

purposes of Christian marriage are highlighted. The knowledge of the rules shall minimize 

liturgical variations in celebrating Christian marriage, and church marriage related 

conflicts in the society.  

 

 

Purpose of Christian Marriage 

Christian Marriage is a lifelong covenant relationship of love and honour under God of 

two opposites who share such basic common identities as creation, ethnicity, and faith; 

and yet distinct in their personality.  To every project and action of God and man, there is 

a purpose including marriage.  

 

Christian marriage is ordained for companionship and friendship.  “And the Lord God 

said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him” 

(Gen 2:18). Adam acknowledged that he shared same “bone” and “flesh” with his wife, 

Eve and most importantly; that she was taken out of his own body (Gen 2:23). These 
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commonalities made them one, which is the mystery in marriage. “The distinctive unity in 

Christian marriage is that the two become “one flesh” which separates them from others 

as a distinct family unit” (Onu, 2021). “So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate"(Matt 19:6). The CofN Book 

of Common Prayer stated that, “Marriage is given primarily that husband and wife may 

comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in need and in plenty, in sorrow and 

in joy” (2007, p. 210). In this companionship, openness is imperative for the couple, for 

“they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (Gen 2:25). 

Openness will foster their unity, “That their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together 

in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge 

of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ” (Col 2:2).  

 

Marriage generally is for procreation as every marriage sets the stage for the next 

generation of the community. It is a creative relationship because it is for the creation of 

new life.  It is a prototypical of the human creation that requires intimacy.  “Then God 

blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth” (Gen 1:28). In obedience to God’s injunction, “Adam knew Eve 

his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from the Lord" 

(Gen 4:1).  God went further to declare that, “No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren 

in your land” (Ex 23:26). Procreation is very paramount among the children of Israel, such 

that the Talmud recorded that “one who does not participate in ‘be fruitful and multiply’ 

causes God’s presence to vanish” (Diamant, 1985, p. 27). The classical Anglican doctrine is 

that marriage is for “the procreation and nurture of children, to direct the natural instincts 

and affections, and for the mutual society, help and comfort which one ought to have for 

the other, both in prosperity and adversity” (Doe, 2003, p. 273). Church of Nigeria Prayer 

Book states that marriage is “given that they may have children and be blessed in caring 

for them and bringing them up in accordance with God’s will, to His praise and glory” 

(2007, p. 210). This procreative function is for the continuity of the family and is achieved 

directly through biological conception, and indirect through adoption. Child adoption 

according to Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics (1998) is the “act of transferring legal parental 

rights from one person to another”. Through adoption, a person assumes the parenting of 

a child as a member of the family.   

 

Another is for personality development and support in love. Marriage is for mutual 

support and encouragement of one another in loving, warm and caring atmosphere. The 

canon law of New Zealand maintained that marriage is for the “full development of the 

personalities of husband and wife by the right use of the natural instincts, through mutual 

help and comfort, and the establishment of a home and family life”. The Prayer Book of 
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South Africa (1989, p.459) emphasized that it is for “mutual fellowship, support, and 

comfort... and the creation of a relationship in which sexuality may serve personal 

fulfilment in a community of faithful love” (Doe, 2003, p.274). Marriage “is given, that with 

delight and tenderness, they may know each other in love, and through the joy of their 

bodily union, may strengthen the union of their hearts and lives” (CofN BCP, 2007, p. 210). 

Marriage can be a “source of strength and joy” when couple relate as lovers and closest 

friends, and “everything is shared-sorrow and success, new enthusiasms, old stories, 

children, grandchildren, friends, memory...” (Matlin, 2004, p. 257 citing Pogrebin, 1997). 

These require agreement, hence Prophet Amos asked, “Can two walk together, unless they 

are agreed?” (Amos 3:3). The result of support in marriage is exalted thus, “How could one 

chase a thousand, And two put ten thousand to flight” (Deut 32:30). The preacher said, 

“Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they 

fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has 

no one to help him up.  Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can 

one be warm alone? Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. 

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Eccl 4:9-12). Elkanah encouraged his wife, 

Hannah to honour God. “So Elkanah her husband said to her, "Do what seems best to you; 

wait until you have weaned him. Only let the Lord establish His word" (1 Sam 1:23).  God 

blessed their act with more “three sons and two daughters” (1 Sam 2:21).  Encouragement 

should be intensified daily; “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but let us encourage one another and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching” (Heb. 10:25, NIV). 

  

Marriage is to promote sexual pleasure, morality, and security in the society. The 

preacher said, “Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life 

which he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your 

toil at which you toil under the sun” (Eccl 9:9).  Apostle Paul wrote thus, “Nevertheless, 

because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have 

her own husband”.  Again, “The wife does not have authority over her own body, but 

the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, 

but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you 

may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does 

not tempt you because of your lack of self-control” (1 Cor. 7:2,4-5). Sex within marriage 

is gainful in diverse ways. “For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable 

for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come” (1 Tim 

4:8-9). It provides a form of continuous association for the man (husband) and the woman 

(wife) in who powerful sex urge is sublimated so that it may serve to meet human needs, 

and to avoid disrupting personality and society (Mijah, 2017, p.79 citing Je’Adoyibe, 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Marriage Rules in Nigerian Anglicanism       255 

2006). Marriage provides protection in the expression of sexual desire as well as check 

against indiscriminate sexual behaviour in the society. 

 

Again, it is for restoration and reconciliation. Consequent upon the fall of humankind, God 

planned to significant personalities through marriage who would break satanic yoke, 

deliver His people from oppression and injustice, and effect reconciliation between God 

and humans, and between humans. He said, “For I have known him (Abraham), in order 

that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of 

the Lord, to do righteousness and justice” (Gen 18:19).  The scripture says in 1 Sam 2:30, 

“Therefore the Lord God of Israel says: 'I said indeed that your house and the house of 

your father would walk before Me forever.' But now the Lord says: 'Far be it from Me; for 

those who honour Me I will honour, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed”.  

Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Esther, Ruth, John the Baptist, and other Biblical 

personalities were products of marriage. Virgin Mary received the news from Angle 

Gabriel that she would give birth to Jesus, after she had accepted the hand of Joseph the 

carpenter in marriage (Luke 1:32-33).  

 

History of Christian Marriage  

The church established marriage as a sacrament in 1184 at the Council of Verona. Hitherto, 

there was no prescribed form of celebrating Christian marriage; the couple exchanged 

vows anywhere and anytime. It did not take place in the church or chapel, nor the presence 

of a priest needed. At the Council of Trent in (1545-1563), the sacramental nature of 

marriage was written into canon law (The Week Staff, January 1, 2007). The Church (Roman 

Catholic) made a decree that validity of marriage was dependent upon the wedding taking 

place before a priest and two witnesses.   

 

The Church allowed marriages/weddings to take place inside the church/chapels from the 

16th century; before then, it was held on the porch (Mijah, 2017, p. 80-1 citing Monger, 2004). 

Christian Marriage is celebrated in a worship place, church or chapel that has the license 

of the Ministry of Interior for the conduct of statutory marriage. The license placed 

Christian marriage in line with the Act. In Nigeria, statutory marriage has its origin from 

colonial rule. The first enactment was the Marriage Ordinance, 1863.  Marriage Ordinance 

1884 repelled the former, and made marriage under the Ordinance monogamous. 

Christian marriage is celebrated as Solemnisation of Holy Matrimony or Blessing of 

Marriage also called Churching of Marriage for those married and living together as 

husband and wife under Native law and custom. 
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Challenges in Christian Marriage Celebration 

The church in her early days in Nigeria, and indeed Africa, struggled with the problem of 

polygamy which was practiced by the greatest percentage of converts and supporters of 

the church (Onu, 2021).  In recent times, the church had witnessed some antithetical acts 

by some persons while celebrating their marriage.  

 

A major act is celebrating traditional marriage during church wedding reception.  The 

father of the bride during the wedding hands over the bride to the priest; who hands her 

over to the husband, and joins them with a declaration, “what God has joined together, let 

no man put asunder”, and the congregation responds, amen. Few hours later, the same 

father before his kinsmen would receive a bottle of wine, filled a glass, gives it to the same 

bride, charge her to identify the husband, and give him to drink. Those involved in this act 

claim it was to save cost of “a lavish church wedding” (Shorter, 1973, p.183). This shows 

ignorance or difficulty of complying with ecclesiastical rules. Socially, the act negates the 

process of marriage that starts with traditional rites, may be to the registry, and finally at 

the altar of Almighty God in the church.  Culture is placed above the word of God.  

Spiritually, it lays foundation for divorce indirectly. The Anglican Diocese of Niger Delta 

North upon notice of this negative trend among young couples and their families, it 

declared thus; “the recent practice among some newly married couples in celebrating their 

traditional marriage rite during the reception after church wedding is un-Anglican and 

will no longer be acceptable in the Diocese of Niger Delta North” (Synod report, 2008, p.310). 

 

There are situations where intending couples already fix date of their marriage before 

presenting themselves to the minister for counselling. In such situation, the counsellors 

merely interact with them to “fulfil all righteousness”. Some people even conclude their 

traditional marriage rites before informing the minister of the church where they intended 

to celebrate their marriage.  

 

In other cases, the church declined to celebrate the marriage of intending couples, the 

prime reason being that the bride tested positive to pregnancy. The test was conducted 

either a day to the wedding or few hours to the time of the wedding. To this, the affected 

persons had to arrange for any free venue, and engage an independent minister to 

celebrate their marriage. Some ministers, for mere reason of recording marriage in their 

church, could accept to join those who come to them for marriage irrespective of pregnancy 

status of the bride. In response to this, the Bishop of Diocese of Ikwerre, Right Reverend 

(Dr) Blessing C. Enyindah had to state that; “We will not allow wedding of pregnant 

women in our churches. Priests are warned not to engage in that. They [couple] can come 

for a marriage blessing after delivery” (Synod Report, 2008, p. 67).   
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There are cases where the persons intending to marry were made to pay different fees by 

the authorities of the church where they intended to celebrate their marriage. Bishop 

Wisdom Budu Ihunwo of Diocese of Niger Delta North declared that, “All unnecessary 

wedding charges shall not be collected from youths who are intending to wed (marry) in 

our churches, except for the statutory payments… provided they are registered and 

financial members of the Church and AYF for a minimum of one year” (DNDN Synod 

Report,2019).  

 

These unhealthy acts pointed to a lacuna in marriage rules of the Anglican Church in 

Nigeria. To control some of these challenges, Bishop Ignatius Crosby Ogboru Kattey (now 

retired Archbishop) of Diocese of Niger Delta North, on August 5, 2000 during the second 

session of the second Synod held at Saint Matthew’s Church Nkpogwu, created the Family 

Life Resources Ministry to coordinate activities of church marriage committee. He 

appointed the Rev. Fred Anga & Mrs. Idiene Nyanabo (2000) as chaplain to the ministry. 

Other chaplains included Rev. Canon O. ’Echi Nwogu, KSC (2002); Rev. Charles Obi Mordi 

(2008); Ven. Ifeanyi I. Jacob (2011 – 2018); and Ven. Dr Ben O. Onu (2019 till date).  

 

Some Rules on Marriage in the Anglican Church, Nigeria   

It is an ancient tradition of the church that marriages should not take place in Lent (Doe, 

2003, p, 282). Lent is a period of sacrifice, fasting and self-discipline. The persons intending 

to marry in the church shall complete the process of traditional marriage rites, swearing of 

affidavits or picking of forms preparatory for marriage under the Act (court marriage) 

before wedding in the church. That is, “All traditional marriage, swearing of affidavits or 

picking of forms preparatory for marriage under the Act (Court marriage) must precede 

the Church wedding” (Synod Report, 2008, p. 67).  

 

“Solemnisation of Holy Matrimony by the Rites of the Church is reserved for those who 

are baptised unless in the case of a marriage proposed between a baptised person and an 

unbaptised person, a dispensation be granted by the Bishop” (CofN Canon XX, 2:1). 

“Where two persons living together as man and wife under native customary law or any 

other generally accepted law and without other partners, are admitted to Holy Baptism, 

their marriage is ipso facto raised to the status of Christian Marriage. The Church shall 

formally recognise this fact by bestowing upon it a form of blessing” (CofN Canon XX, 3:2). 

Where a bride is found to be pregnant prior to the date of the wedding, the couple shall 

go for marriage blessing after delivery by the woman.   

 

“Any member whose marriage has been annulled or dissolved by a civil court of 

competent jurisdiction and who desires to contract another union, or any member who 

desires to contract a union with one whose previous marriage has been annulled or 
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dissolved by a civil court of competent jurisdiction or by a recognised authority or in a 

recognised manner shall, if he or she desired to have such a union solemnised by the Rites 

of the Church during the life time of a former partner, apply to the Bishop for judgment” 

(CofN Canon XX, 2:4a). “No case shall be considered until at least one year after the final 

dissolution of the former marriage” (CofN Canon XX, 2:4d). 

 

Christian marriage shall take place in a licensed place of worship with open doors between 

the hours of 8am and 6pm [from Mondays to Saturdays] in the presence of two or more 

witnesses besides the officiating minister (Marriage Act, 21). Solemnisation of holy 

matrimony shall take place in a licensed place of worship on Sundays between the hours 

of 12noon and 6pm at the discretion of the Diocesan. Blessing of marriage may take place 

in a licensed place of worship on Sundays during congregation service.   

 

Whenever any person desires to marry in the church, one of the parties to the intended 

marriage shall consult the Minister (Vicar/Chaplain) of the church in which the marriage 

is intended to take place, and collect a Notice Form.  The person shall fill, sign, and return 

the Notice Form to the office of the Minister of the church in which the marriage is 

intended to take place. If the person given such notice is unable to write, then it shall be 

sufficient if the person places his/her mark on the form filled by and in the presence of the 

clerk of the church in which the marriage is intended to take place. The persons intending 

to marry, upon submitting the notice Form to the office of the Minister; shall collect Forms 

B and C which they shall fill, sign, and return to the office of the Minister. Upon receipt of 

the Forms, the minister shall refer same to the Counsellor (head of the church Family Life 

Resources Ministry) who shall invite the persons intending to marry for counselling. 

 

The persons intending to marry in any of our churches shall upon payment of all statutory 

fees, obtain receipt from the church clerk. “All unnecessary wedding charges shall not be 

collected from youths who are intending to wed (marry) in our churches, except for the 

statutory payments… provided they are registered, [active], and financial members of the 

Church and AYF for a minimum of one year” (DNDN Synod Report Resolution, 2019).  

 

The persons intending to marry shall carry out medical tests conducted by a health officer 

in a medical centre as approved by the church in which the marriage shall take place. The 

medical test shall include and not be limited to blood group, genotype, and HIV/AID; as 

well as pregnancy test for the bride. The bride shall be required to carry out pregnancy test 

not more than three (3) days before the date of wedding. The test is intended to emphasise 

the virtue of self-control. The pregnancy test shall be conducted by a health officer in a 

medical centre as approved by the church in which the marriage shall take place.   
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It is a general principle of Anglican canon law, that intending “parties to marriage must 

undergo preparation” (Doe, 2003, p. 278). The persons intending to marry in church shall 

commence pre-marital or secondary counselling before the customary exchange of bride-

wealth. The man and woman intending to marry shall attend pre-marriage counselling for 

a period not later than three months before the date of their marriage. The pre-marriage 

counselling shall in the first instance, last for not less than 8 weeks with the Marriage 

Counselling Committee; and in the second instance, of not less than 4 weeks shall involve 

pastoral counselling with the Minister of the church in which the wedding shall take place.  

Upon the first day of counselling, the Counsellor shall enter the particulars of the persons 

intending to marry into the Counselling Register.      

 

The Counsellor shall upon completion of counselling report/refer to the Minister of the 

church in which the marriage is intended to take place, the persons intending to marry for 

pastoral counselling.  The BCPN provides that, “It is incumbent upon the minister that will 

conduct the service to arrange for pre-marriage counselling sessions for the couple before 

the marriage date” (2007, p. 208). It is the duty of the clergy to make detailed investigation 

as to how the couple will deal with issues of lifestyle, family living; and possible legal 

impediments to the marriage.  The pastoral counselling shall last for a period not less than 

four weeks before the date of wedding. 

 

 “Marriage under this Canon may not be solemnised without prior publication of Banns 

of Marriage on three successive Sundays at the church or churches at which the parties 

customarily attend Divine Service and no impediment be declared. Publication of Banns 

shall not be necessary in the case of a blessing [of marriage]” (CofN Canon XX 3:6, 2020).  

The intending couple shall be present at the church where the marriage shall take place on 

one of the successive Sundays when the Banns is published. 

 

Marriage shall be celebrated in a public worship place, church or chapel that has the license 

of the Ministry of Interior for the conduct of statutory marriage. The Marriage Act provides 

that “it is the responsibility of the Ministry of Interior to license places of worship for the 

conduct of statutory marriage”.  The license places marriages celebrated in the Anglican 

Church as marriage under the Act.  Marriage in a public place of worship without a license 

from the Marriage Registry is illegal, null and void, and cannot be viewed as marriage 

under the Act as such no court proceeding can be carried out if a case arises on such 

marriage. It is a general principle of Anglican canon law that the ordinary minister of holy 

matrimony is a priest.  

 

The bride shall present the gown she intends to wear for the marriage to the wife of the 

Minister of the church where the marriage shall take place for Inspection not later than 
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two (2) days to the date of the marriage. For Blessing of Marriage, “The woman should not 

use white garment and veil but pink dress or native garments” (BCPN, 2007, p. 222). 

 

The bridegroom shall present the ring(s) being a “symbol of wholeness and perfection” to 

the priest with the “accustomed dues”. The ring is exchanged between the husband and 

wife, as a sign of their marriage, and a token their love and fidelity to each other. It is the 

most “famous and instantly recognised sign of a man and a woman joined together in 

marriage as husband and wife" (Onu, 2011).  

 

The Principal Marriage Registrar in pursuant to Section 24 of the Marriage Act (2004) is to 

print and deliver to amongst others, recognised ministers of licensed places of worship, 

books of marriage certificates. It is pertinent to note that the certificate of marriage is the 

legally recognised evidence of marriage (See Section 32 of the Marriage Act). The 

officiating priest, the parties, and two witnesses (who shall not be parents/guardian) shall 

sign the certificate of marriage in duplicate in a designated place. “Only the Minister who 

ties the knot may sign the Register and the Certificate” (BCPN, 2007, p.209). The signed 

certificate shall be presented to the couple in the presence of the congregation. Where a 

marriage has taken place at the Registry, and the couple come to be joined in the church 

licensed to celebrate marriage, the couple are to be issued a Marriage testimonial or 

common marriage certificate “issued by the ordinary or his surrogate” (Olufosoye, 1987, 

p. 50). Where a marriage certificate is lost, a Certified True Copy (CTC) will be issued. 

Marriage will not be conducted when the documents are incomplete. Giving false 

information in any marriage document is an offence/perjury under the marriage act and 

matrimonial causes act. 

 

The requirement according to classical Anglican canon law for a valid ecclesiastical 

marriage, and upon each the minister must be satisfied in advance are:  that the parties 

have a right under secular law to contract a marriage; that both parties freely and 

knowingly consent to the marriage, without fraud, coercion, or mistake as to the identity 

of a partner or the mental condition of the other party; that the parties do not fall within 

the prohibited degrees of relationship; that the parties have attained the legal age for 

marriage; and where required in the case of minors, that their parents or guardians have 

consented to it (Doe, 2003, p. 281). 

 

Canon XX, 6:1-5 of CofN states the impediments to the solemnisation of Holy matrimony 

thus: “Marriage within the prohibited degrees as set out in the Book of Common Prayer, 

1662, as amended in 1946, or the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of Nigeria, and 

such other degrees of relationship as are normally prohibited by local or tribal custom; 

Mistake as to the identity of either party; Lack of freewill and competent consent on the 
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part of either (including fraud, duress, mental deficiency, insanity); Impotence or sexual 

perversion; and Bigamy [act of marrying one person while legally married to another] 

which is a criminal offence and punishable under the Marriage Act by five (5) years 

imprisonment and under the Criminal Code by seven years imprisonment (See Sections 

39, 46 & 47 of the Marriage Act and section 370 of the Criminal Code). 

 

It is the responsibility of the laity and clergy to share in upholding family life of the newly 

married and their own (Doe, 2003 citing canon laws of New Zealand and of Canada). They 

shall do this: by their presence with friends and neighbours at weddings to bear witness 

to their support of those who marry; by promoting and encouraging the use of professional 

skills that may be employed to serve family life; as spouses are ‘to be faithful to their own 

marriage vows’; as parents, guardians, godparents and teachers, to guide children and 

young persons in preparation for family life; as neighbours, ‘to promote the welfare of 

families and to seek reconciliation of any whose family life is impaired or broken’; as 

communicants, to uphold the church’s discipline on marriage; as citizens, to work for the 

maintenance of just laws for the welfare of family life; and to safeguard the legality of 

marriages by readiness to allege promptly any cause or just impediment which might 

make a proposed marriage unlawful.  It is the responsibility of all who are married 

especially young couples to give attendance to post-marriage counselling. All who are 

married shall participate in the activities of their local church Couples Fellowship as “to 

promote interaction among married members of our congregations” (DNDN FLRM Bye-

law, 2020, p. 16).       

 

Conclusion  

Christian marriage is a life-long covenant relationship between a man and a woman as 

husband and wife. Marriage is ordained for companionship and friendship among couple, 

procreation of new life as every marriage sets the stage for the next generation of the 

community. It serves to support one another in love, promote sexual pleasure, morality, 

and security in the society. It is for the restoration of God’s plan in the world.   

 

This paper examined the origin of Christian marriage, issues of concern in Christian 

marriage celebration, and rules of marriage in the Anglican Church in Nigeria. The soaring 

number of young couples who return to the bride’s family for wedding reception and 

performance of traditional marriage rites after the solemnization in church has been a 

source of great worry to the Anglican Church in Nigeria. The act negates the process of 

marriage that starts from traditional rites, to court, and finally at the altar of Almighty God 

in the church.  It means placing culture above the word of God. Spiritually, foundation for 

divorce is indirectly laid. Another challenge is where intending couple fix date of marriage 

before meeting the minister for counselling. There are situations where intending couple 
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conclude traditional marriage rites without recourse to the minister. On the other hand, 

the church declining to celebrate marriage of intending couples as the bride was 

discovered to be pregnant.  

 

The Anglican Church in Nigeria has over the years made various rules on marriage 

celebration based on the Judeo-Christian Scriptures. The rules are contained in classical 

Anglican canon law, national law, and resolutions of synods. Generally, Anglican 

Churches follow the laws of the state in which they exist. In Nigeria, the church laws follow 

the Marriage Act.  However, some persons intending to celebrate their marriage in the 

church are ignorant of some of these rules which have given rise to some unhealthy acts. 

The antithetical acts are capable of causing conflicts in the society. It is pertinent for all to 

understand that “marriage is made for man, not man for marriage” (Shorter, 1973, p. 184). 

Christian Marriage is not built on wealth display, but on principles of love and honour to 

God, the Church, parents, and the society. We therefore recommend that: 

1. Family Life Resources Ministry should be established in all dioceses and churches 

to coordinate marriage activities.  

2. Annual Family Week of emphasis should be organized and the Saturday of it used 

for blessing of marriage of those married and living together as husband and wife 

under Native law and custom.   

3. Pregnancy test should be conducted on the bride not later than three days to the 

date of the marriage.  

4. Young people should be regularly engaged on the rules of the church on marriage.  

5. The rules on marriage should be produced in both hard and soft copies, and made 

accessible to clergy and lay faithful.  
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