
Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

Globalization and Transnationalism: A Critical Analysis of the Alternative Orientations in International Relations  … 381 

Globalization and Transnationalism: A Critical Analysis of the Alternative 

Orientations in International Relations 

By 

 

Joseph Aihie, PhD  

Department of Political Science 

University of Benin, Nigeria 

joseph.aihie@uniben.edu (08033460219) 

& 

Anthony Afe. Asekhauno, PhD  

Department of Philosophy    

University of Benin, Nigeria 

anthony.asekhauno@uniben.edu 

anthony.aaasekhauno@gmail.com 

 (08034611585)    

 

Abstract 
In recent theorizing on the ever-widening scope of international engagements, 

globalization is both a state of world relations and the process of this becoming. 

Latently, developments in science and communication coupled with increasing 

inter-state relations spur this process; thus globalization fashions and describes 

global economic growth and development at its widest possible stage. Thus, from 

the Mertonian sense, its economic reasons were supposed to be the manifest 

function of globalization. Globalization and transnationalism are committed to the 

same ideal of making the world one gargantuan state. If one considers all the 

transnational changes that have taken place, there may be resistance to it; yet 

nationalism remains a powerful, resilient force, and it still dominates peoples’ 

political identification. By some critical-theoretical analysis of the trajectory of the 

issues, this article discovers that transnationalism is irreversible. It also points out 

the dangers abound in transnationalism for basic cultural and moral values. It 

suggests, however, that, moderated with the essentials of a universal morality, 

especially in moderation of human activity against nature, positive strides to 

protect the environment/climate change, transnationalism may well help etch out 

the humanness in humanity.     
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I. Introduction: Scope and Methodology of the Study 

Globalization is both a state of world relations and the process of this becoming. Latently, 

developments in science and communication coupled with increasing inter-state relations 

spurred this process; thus it was fashioned to spur global economic growth and 

development. Thus, from the Mertonian sense, it economic reasons were supposed to be 

the manifest function of globalization—in other words, the intended consequences. The 

latent functions or unintended consequences can be seen in the spread of political, 

religious, and other ideologies, including the spread of diseases. The liberalization policy 

of globalization is aimed at creating an open borderless world economy and the abolition 

of governments imposed restrictions on movement of people from one country to another. 

In other words, globalization as far as its proponents are concerned is supposed to enhance 

the free flow of information, goods, capital and people across international boundaries 

(Onyeonorou 2004). This policy of liberalization has enhanced global economy, redirected 

national economies, generated untold moral infractions and culture conflicts—especially 

traditional/national v emerging but moderning global alternations. Globalization sets the 

world against cultural/tribal and nationalist engagements.    

         

On its part, nationalism is the political side of and the sentiments (of love, pride, wishes) 

felt for one’s tribe or nation. A nation could be a state, or formed by tribe(s); a state could 

comprise several nations. A nation/tribe is usually traditional/small communities with 

common language, custom, historical or socio-psychological backgrounds and 

norms/values. All and many more of these contain in modern states—itself defined by 

definite territory, centralized government, define population, under a unique system of 

law and internationally recognized as such (Unah 1993, 2-3). Nationalist tendency may 

whittle in a multi-tribal states (Nigeria, for instance), but aggravated in a 

homogeneous/ethnic-state (Israel, for instance). This is determined to the extent primordial 

and public sentiments tend to conflict among citizens. Strong attachments to one’s national 

course could arouse untold nationalist motivation.        

            

Contemporary world is driven by both nationalist agenda and transnationalism. The scope 

of this work shall espouse each of these basic concepts in both thematic a historical 

trajectory. This move would then expose their respective tenability, defect, amid their 

necessity. It is the initial belief of this work that once the province of their divergence is 

reconciled with their convergence, the world stage would be less competitive and riotous.  

          

Accordingly, the method adopted in this work is simply critical analyticity, in which case 

we shall look into extant literature on nationalism and transnationalism to explain, review, 

and evaluate the presuppositions of international relations and the law, and situating it on 

the world stage. This method relies simply on up-to-date and reliable secondary sources 
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of information: printed (books, newspapers, magazines, and journals) or soft (the 

internet/social media); its analyticity posture is qualitative. Although the work is initially 

descriptive, in the end, it would be essentially normative—not minding, however, the basic 

tenets of each of the concepts, to which we now turn.  

 

II. Nationalism  

Today, many forms of nationalism appear.  At the turn of the 19th century, nationalist 

strands were concentrated in Japan and in the West; the 20th century witnessed its spread 

around the world. In other words, by 1900, nationalism as a unifying force was well 

established in Western Europe and the United States (US), each indoctrinating citizens and 

sympathetic individuals/states into supporting their governments as the paramount 

symbol of their nation—culminating in the two devastating World Wars and the Cold 

wars. Essentially, nationalism is a learned emotional loyalty that individuals direct 

towards a group with which they perceive common bonds thereby attracting a strong 

sense of belonging and membership/identity.  The common bonds which nurture 

nationalism include: religion, language, territory, socio-institutional traditions, and their 

history, with ethnicity being the recurrent most volatile in recent history; so state 

nationalism may not share all the aforementioned bonds. Verily, a common history is an 

important ingredient in that national groups and states glorify their pasts and sometimes 

(seek to) create or rediscover a past history (glorious or misfortune), perhaps in order to 

re-assert some course. Thus it is nations that are asserted and glorified, not really 

individuals. Hence nationalists evoke “old emotions …feelings based on myths that 

nations are eternal” (Goff et al, 20). In more heterogeneous states (like the US, nationalism 

could be complex and contradictory (evidenced in the dissolution of the former USSR). 

          

Sometimes, nationalism is a rather divisive than a unifying force. Thus, “it inspires 

dominant ethnicities to persecute minorities (whether racial, ethnic, class) within a 

nation—generating antagonism, economic jealousy, and religious hatred” (Goff et al, 21). 

This kind of negative nationalism inspire those minorities (attempt to or actually) break 

away from such shackles—to form independent nation or join neighboring nations more 

tolerant of them. However, by thus limiting the right to self-determination, the various 

oppressed/aggrieved nationalities within an existing State are sometimes denied the right 

to self-determination (by the dominant group but ultimately by the UN) so long as their 

states remain self-governing. It is perhaps understandable why African leaders had to 

accept this conception of the right to self-determination regarding the unfounded fear 

through of the disintegration of their new/post-colonial states. This is evident on the 

pressure they mounted on the UN General Assembly to adopt the resolution 1514 (XV) of 

December 14, 1960 which, inter alia, states that “any attempt aimed at the partial or total 

destruction of national unity and territorial integrity of a country is incompatible with the 
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purposes and principles of the Charter of the UN” (Donnelly 1989). Here, the fears of 

secession by states on one hand, and governments’ fear of revolution, on the other, 

combine to restrict the right to self-determination to little more than a right to sovereignty 

for these states. Those minorities may resort to struggles for freedom. The 

meaning/application of the term, “struggle” is beyond guerrilla warfare and other forms 

of violence cum armed struggle—though the word, in its full application can also be subtle, 

non-violent and can be pursued via constitutional means. The UN is often caught in the 

dilemma of enforcing self-determination or enhancing the emerging universal ideals of 

globalization and transnationalism.  

 

III. Globalization 

As noted earlier, the progress of transnationalism could be attributed to two sources. The 

first one is human rational thought, and the second one is the increased interaction at the 

global stage—which include a range of loyalties, human/scientific activities plus other 

phenomena that connect humanity across national boundaries. Globalization implies that 

the world has increasingly become much more interdependent and interconnected 

especially through transportation and communication. Thus one identifies economic 

globalization, communications globalization, educational and even cultural trends in 

globalization. In all respect, globalization spurred transnationalism, its new terminology. 

Thus in this work, the two concepts are considered in the same thematic order.   

          

However, Ninalowo (2006) and Giddens (2006) conceptualize globalization as the 

notion…conceived of as essentially that of enactment of influence or domination across 

international boundaries. It has to do with international linkages among different nation 

states or societies. Forces of interaction are actualized at the level of the economy, polity, 

culture, science and technology. On his part, Giddens (2006) sees globalization as the fact 

that we live in one world, so that individuals, groups and nations become interdependent. 

From these two definitions, two perspectives on globalization emerge. While Ninalowo 

stresses the salient immanent issues of enactment of influence or domination across 

international boundaries, Giddens stresses conformity using the phrase increasingly live 

in one world. What poorer or less developed nations have to contribute to this 

development is a question demanding answer since such nations lack the economic, 

military, technological influence which globalization require. What this may mean is that 

while some are active (output) partners, other nations are passive (receiving) targets of the 

emerging transnationalism.  

  

IV. Transnationalism 

Transnationalism springs from two sources. Globalization is one. But economic 

interdependence, mass communication, rapid travel, and other modern factors are 
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fostering transnationalism by interviewing the lives of people around the world. As the 

world becomes ever more interconnected, people interact more often transnationally, 

become more interdependent on one another, and become cognizant of the extent to which 

their future is intertwined with global forces. As an extension of these connections, a 

growing number of people have begun to reconsider their sense of who they are politically 

(Rourke 2005, 138). Human thought is the second source of transnationalism. The 

philosopher Rene Descartes argued in Discourse on Method (1637) that intellect is the 

essence of being human. “I think, therefore I am,” he wrote. People can think abstractly 

(Stumpf 2003, 229). This allows them to imagine-to see themselves beyond what they have 

experienced and to define how they wish to be connected to people, ideas, and institutions. 

Transnationalism, indeed any political sense, is based on this abstract self-awareness. 

          

While globalization is something that is happening and that exists, transnationalism is a 

more political term that relates to how people identify, interact, and organize themselves 

politically. However far globalization may proceed, its political impact will be limited if 

people continue to have the same political identities, to interact and to see themselves have 

they have traditionally and as one scholar have put it, thus traditional approach assumes 

that, “where you are (geographically) tells us something about who you are (politically)” 

(Mandaville 2000, 10) 

          

As an alternative to nationalism, transnationalism may focus on ideologies (such as 

communism), on religion (such as Islam), on demographic characteristics (such as ethnicity 

or gender), or religion (such as the European Union), or on virtually any another concept 

or trait. We will speculate on the future of transnationalism at the end of the chapter, but 

it is important to say at the outset that most people will abandon nationalism in the 

foreseeable future. But it is also important to see that things are changing, and that at least 

some people are shifting some or all of their political identification away from their 

nationalist identity and toward one or more other identities. There are many other scholars 

who believes, in the words of one, “that we need to question today the extent to which the 

imagination of political identity remains territorialized referent” and to explore  “the ways 

in which international socio-political life managers increasingly to escape the constraints 

of the territorial nation-state” (Mandaville 2000, 10) 

          

Although the process of globalization has spurred transnationalism, it is not new; instead, 

what may seem to be a very modern idea has ancient origins. Transnational thought in 

West culture can be traced to Stoicism, a philosophy that flourished in ancient Greece and 

Rome from 300 B.C to A.D. 200. The stoics saw themselves as part of humanity, not as 

members of one or another smaller political community. As such, Stoics were 

cosmopolitan, a word derived from combining the Greek words cosmos (world) and polis 
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(city). One of those who had a sense of being a global citizen was the Roman emperor 

Marcus Aurelius, who wrote in Meditations, “my…country, so far as I am the emperor, is 

Rome; but so far as I am a man, it is the world.” 

 

Other ancient, non-Western great philosophical traditions contain teachings that are 

similar to the cosmopolitan thrust of Stoicism. Philosophies such as Confucianism and 

religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism all contain transnational elements. For 

example, Siddhartha Gautama (ca. 563-483 B.C.), who become known as the Buddha, 

urged that we adopt a universal perspective. “Whatsoever, after due examination and 

analysis, you find to be conductive to the good, the benefit, the welfare of all beings;” he 

taught “that doctrine believe and cling to, and take it as your guide” (Rourke 2005, 138). 

          

Beyond terrorism, the idea of transcending local political structure and power continued 

to develop over the years. The ideas of Thomas Paine, in his book, The rights of man, 

indicated that the conviction in one nation could be applicable in another. Thus is the 

transnational match as it concerns free trade and establishing of an international congress 

resolve differences among states. Today’s globalization is a product of that match, 

similarly, Immanuel Kant, “converse and ideas for a universal history from a cosmopolitan 

point of view that countries should abandon their primitive, lawless and disorderly state 

of slavery and enter a federation of people in which every state could expect to derive its 

security and right from a united power and the law governed decisions of a united will”. 

Today’s UN is a product of that united will. 

           

On the other hand, communist writing of  Karl Marx and Engels also contain elements of 

transnational thought, they believe that all human divisions are based on economic class 

which also determine the political class and the state  and law are a tool of the wealthy 

bourgeoisie to oppress the proletariat (1848) the implication of this is that, juxtaposed with 

Paine’s and Kant’s views, it will mean that poor people have no countries and as soon as 

class rule is removed the bases for the existence of the state and law will be superfluous. 

 

V. Contemporary  Transnational Thought 

Transnational thought was peripheral during the days of nationalism, it became popular 

in the 20th century, this is has a result of the spread of liberalism which contend that a 

transition from a conflictive, state-centric system to a corporative independent system is a 

desideratum. So realism and liberalism form the two central approaches to international 

relations. In recent times, post modernism, constructivism and feminism has surfaced each 

of which alternative approaches begins from the premise that the only truth are those we 

create since there are no objective political reality waiting to be discovered. Instead, all 

political attitudes are structures recreated by man. Each also believe that we can change 
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what we created and reject immutable truths. They all challenge us to examine and perhaps 

redefine our political identity, and the connections we perceive between ourselves and the 

various political structures such as the states and groups ranging from nations to gender. 

          

Clearly, evidence of the rapid advance of transnationalism is clearly shown in the fast 

growth in the number and range of developmental activities of national and transnational, 

governmental/nongovernmental organizations in the form of NGOs and agencies. Further, 

regional transnationalism are already emerging in Europe. One expects a growth of 

political units and identifications with regional (but beyond) nation-states. Similarly, the 

development of universal values inclines one to believe that cultural transnationalism 

could produce a better moral world. But again, the challenge is that basic cultural values 

might be sacrificed at the expense of dominant technological-transmitted ones of the 

advanced nations—which could be injurious to tradition ethnic societies and trigger ethnic 

nationalism altogether again.  

          

Already transnational elements are showing up in certain religious circles, making 

universalistic claims, attempting to unite all members that religion across all nations of the 

world—including their mode of worship, social organization and political participation. 

One must note that religion plays a great both positive and negative roles in world politics. 

Unarguably, the current rise in religious extremism in many corners of the world is 

worrisome. Thus to understand the role of religion in world politics, a case study of Islam 

discusses the global impact of a transnational religion such as the transnational women 

movement and its organizations. Although women’s’ attitude and emphasis may vary but 

the transnational women movements share a similar philosophy and goals—feminism, 

affirmative moves and gender sensitivity/equality. 

 

VI. Conclusion  

Globalization and transnationalism are committed to the same ideal of making the world 

one state. If one considers all the transnational changes that have taken place, there may 

be resistance to uncontrolled transnationalism. Yet nationalism may remain a powerful, 

resilient force, and it could still dominate peoples’ political identification. With 

transnationalism irreversible, the dangers abound for basic cultural and moral values; but 

moderated with the essentials of a universal morality, especially in moderation of human 

activity against nature, positive strides to protect the environment/climate change, 

transnationalism may well etch out the humanness in humanity.     
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