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Abstract 
 Criminal elements and their activities has spurred researchers from various 

shades to engage in the study of crime and criminality towards generating 

knowledge that would aid in adopting the best measures in tackling crime and its 

implications on societal development. Thus, this paper has identified some ‘new’ 

forms of violent crimes in Nigeria in the 21st century and examined their impacts 

on human development. It has demonstrated how crime and criminality has 

impinged human development in Nigeria, and advocate measures aimed at 

mitigating the forms and implications of the crimes. Such measures include: - the 

crimes should not be viewed from a mono causal perspective but from a multi 

causal approach. (This involves a synergy of complex multi-level approach as the 

most appropriate way in investigating all ramifications of the crimes).Most 

importantly too, is the fact that the Functional State Theory should be adopted by 

the Nigeria State and by those in charge of running the state. Information and data 

for analyses in executing the paper was sourced from both written and oral sources 

and the cyber space.            
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Introduction 

Crime is a socioeconomic and political phenomenon that has been with mankind since 

human known history; and has posed a threat to man’s personality, property and lawful 

authority1. Modern human societies across the globe irrespective of their development 

                                                 
1"Statistical Analysis on Crime Rate in Nigeria," ukessays.com, 11 2018, 

UKEssays, 07 2021 https://www.ukessays.com/essays/statistics/statistical-analysis-of-
crime-in-nigeria.php?vref=1  

mailto:agbaterna1067@fukashere.edu.ng
mailto:umarzubairu1@gmail.com
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/statistics/statistical-analysis-of-crime-in-nigeria.php?vref=1
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/statistics/statistical-analysis-of-crime-in-nigeria.php?vref=1
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statuses experienced one form of crime or the other, either perpetrated by their citizens or 

by outsiders or by collusion of the citizens with outsiders. In pre-colonial African societies, 

the major crimes which prevailed included stealing, adultery, rape, banditry and armed 

robbery, manslaughter, murder or culpable homicide, poisoning and witchcraft among 

others. Since change has remained a dominant factor governing human affairs in all 

ramifications, it has also governed crime. Thus, crime and criminality has changed both in 

terms of execution methods, motives and magnitudes over the years, from one society to 

the other. In Nigeria, such change can be discerned from the 21st century criminal activities 

of Boko- Harami, herdsmen terrorists, bandits, kidnappers, secessionist agitation groups 

including the movement for the Emancipation of the Niger –Delta (MEND), and the 

Independent People of Biafra (IPOB) among others2. Crime and criminality does not limit 

itself within particular geopolitical borders hence there is the emergence of international 

criminal syndicates that are engaged in executing any form of criminal activities across the 

globe3. Advances in science and technology which has ensured the emergence of highly 

sophisticated tools of executing violence as well as an efficient information and 

communication flow, coupled with the ever increasing vanishing of national boundaries-

globalization, has indeed aided execution of crime and fuelled criminality to unimaginable 

levels4.It is arguable too that the new trends of crime in Nigeria has evolved a result of 

extractivist capitalism.  

 

Crime is a multi trajectory phenomenon that traverses economic, political and social 

spheres of human lives, its forms include corruption, armed robbery, banditry, advanced 

fee fraud, house breaking and burglary, rape and sexual assault etc. are themes of crime 

and criminality. Being a multidimensional phenomenon, its implications on humanity are 

also varied in nature, but most importantly is the fact that crime is disastrous to the 

wellbeing and development of the general populace. Crime and criminality negates the 

principle of the common good but rather condition only the criminal elements that 

perpetrate such criminal activities to benefit from it, which can be described as public loss 

and individual gain or “private gain and public disaster”5 Asides the physical bodily harm 

                                                 
2For some of the activities of these criminal elements see Crisis Group, 

Newspapers, Agba and Mgbanyi   
3For an example of international criminal collusions see Dev Kar &Joseph Spanjers, Illicit 

Financial Flows from Developing Countries:2003-2014 (Finland,Global Financial Integrity, 2015) 
4An assessment of the Twin Towers Attack in the USA on September 11, 2011 

level attest to this claim  
5See Ben Naanen and Parick Tolani, Private Gain Public Disaster: Social Context of Illegal 

Oil Bunkering and Artisanal Refining in the Niger Delta (Porthacourt:Niger Delta Environment and 
Relief Foundation,2014)   
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that criminal acts like armed robbery, terrorism, rape etc leashes on individuals, such acts 

has the potential of evolving poverty. 

 

Since political independence, Nigeria has continued to lag behind in all the development 

indices in the global development ladder6. Nigeria is grasped by the jugular 

underdevelopment in spite of the country’s enormous human and natural resources. The 

poverty situation has become so perverse that out of the country’s 200 million people; at 

least 150 million are facing extreme poor conditions7.Various studies have attempted at 

unravelling the puzzle of why Nigeria is so humanly and natural resources endowed but 

its citizens are still wallowing in the Bottom Billion. This study is similarly tailored in that 

direction; consequently, it isolates and explores the crime and criminality situation in 

Nigeria with the development nexus in the 21st century. 

 

Theoretical framework 

Crime and criminality has increasingly changed over the years and it surely seems to 

maintain the trend as a result of the emerging changes that are taking place in the society 

and the environment. An understanding of the causes of crime and criminality cannot 

therefore be narrowed to a mono causality dimension, but from multiple perspective 

approach including the sociological, criminological, biological and political8.This paper 

will therefore examine some of these theories towards the understanding of crime and 

criminality. Each of the theories covered has its own strengths and weaknesses, has gaps 

and may only be applicable to certain types of crime, and not in general crime patterns. 

There is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ theory. However, in the final analysis the paper will propose 

one among the theories that suits best in analyzing the nature of crimes concerned in its 

context.  

 

There are myriads of theories in the sociological inquiry or sociological approaches in the 

discourse and understanding of crime and criminality some  of which include defensible 

space theory, which examines how the design of physical space is related to crime;  broken 

windows theory, which looks at the relationship between low level disorder and crime; 

and  routine activities theory, which considers how opportunities to commit crime are 

shaped by people’s everyday movements through space and time, also the  Anomie/Strain 

                                                 
 
6See the various reports on development especially by the World Bank, United Nations 

and Nigeria’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) over time. 
7For current poverty statistics on Nigeria’s poverty index see the statistics by the 

National Bureau of Statistics on poverty and welfare for various years.  
8“Nature of Crime” , and “Causes of Crime” 
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Theory9.  Developed by Emile Durkheim, one of the founding fathers of sociology, 

Anomie/Strain theory seeks to explain the breakdown of social norms that often 

accompanies rapid social change. The American sociologist, Robert Merton10 drew on this 

idea to explain criminality and deviance in the USA. This theory argues that crime occurs 

when there is a gap between the cultural goals of a society (e.g. material wealth, status) 

and the structural means to achieve these (e.g. education, employment).Accordingly, the 

strain between means and goals results in frustration and resentment, and encourages 

some people to use illegitimate or illegal-crime and criminal means, to secure success. The 

theory posits that the cultural values and social structures of society put pressure on 

individual citizens to commit crime11.Jock Young drew on anomie/strain theory and 

located crime in relation to both structural and cultural processes. Structurally, he argued 

that the dismantling of the welfare state, alongside increasing gaps between the rich and 

the poor have served to further exclude disadvantaged groups. This has occurred 

alongside high levels of cultural inclusion. Contemporary consumer capitalism places 

greater emphasis on conspicuous consumption and material success, intensifying feelings 

of deprivation experienced by the less successful.  

 

Other theories such as realism also exist as a strand of criminological perspective of crime. 

Realists approach crime and criminality from an ideological position, either from 

politically right or left. Both the politically right and left attempts to get ‘real’ about the 

problem of crime and treat it as a serious social issue. Consequently, right realism also 

known as rational choice theory sees individuals as rational actors by being capable of 

making their own choices, including the choice to commit crime. It contends individuals 

weigh up the likely benefits and disadvantages of each action they commit. This theory 

emerged in the USA and the UK around the 1980s, in response to rising crime rates and a 

perceived failure of sociological approaches to sufficiently address the real causes of crime. 

Prominent right realists include as James Q. Wilson, and Charles Murray who came from 

political backgrounds and were of the claim that criminological theory should inform 

criminal justice policy12.Emerging from realism criminology is rational choice theory, 

associated with the work of Cornish and Clarke, and which upholds that individuals not 

only decide to commit crime, but decide when and where to commit crime13.  

                                                 
9“ Cause of Crime”  
10 Robert Merton,1957, cited in “Causes of Crime” 
11“Causes of Crime” 
12James Q. Wilson, (1975) and Charles Murray (1990), cited in “Causes of Crime”  
13Cornish and Clarke,(1986), cited in “Causes of Crime” 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

Violent crimes and Criminality: Implications on Human Development in Nigeria     455 

Left Realism also termed Relative Deprivation Left is a branch of critical criminology that 

developed in the UK and the USA in the 1980s14.Its major contention is that crime 

disproportionately affects the lives of the poor and disadvantaged. The key proponents of 

left realism include Lea and Young, and Elliot Currie15.One of the key concepts in left 

realism is relative deprivation, which is closely associated with anomie theory. The thesis 

of relative deprivation is that crime happens when individuals or groups see themselves 

as being unfairly disadvantaged compared to other individuals or groups who they see as 

being similar to themselves16. Left realism also supports the concept of marginalisation, 

which upholds that   some groups experience marginalisation and at different levels 

(social, political and economic).Such groups are on the periphery of society and lacks 

political representation. Consequently, these groups represent themselves and their ways 

of taking political action include the commission of crime and violence17. Marginalisation 

breeds subcultures; a situation in which the marginalised individuals and groups may 

come 18into contact with others who share these experiences, and who then may form their 

own sub cultures in which crime and violence may feature19.  

 

Generally, both the sociological and criminological theories tend to point to the fact that 

the basis for explaining crime is the social, economic and political environments. While 

crime is committed by an individual, it is still highly relevant to the society such that, the 

society is attributed to the actual realization of the crime. Through the environment, it is 

believed that it can influence the tendency of an individual to commit or engage in crime. 

These approaches believed that criminality could be avoided if only there are only 

prerequisites including presence of very good living conditions, real free will, not 

maltreatment from the direct and indirect environment, family with principles and a job 

which can be considered as dignified. In their absence however, it is likely that problematic 

or troubled individuals can be pushed into committing criminal activities.  

 

A biological theory of crime differs from both sociological and criminological theories of 

crime and criminality. For instance Individual criminality perspective belongs to the 

biological explanations of crime. It assumes that some people are ‘born criminals’ and that 

such people are physiologically distinct from non-criminals. Famous proponent of this 

approach is Cesare Lombroso, an Italian prison psychiatrist who propounded Biological 

                                                 
14See SCCJR , What is Crime? on SCCJR-What-is-Crime? pdf           
15Lea and Young(1984),and Elliot Currie (1985), cited in “Causes of Crime” 
16“Causes of Crime” 
17“Causes of Crime”  
18“Causes of Crime” 
19“Causes of Crime” 
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Positivism In the 19th Century. Cesare Lombroso drew on the ideas of Charles Darwin and 

suggested that criminals were atavistic: essentially ‘evolutionary throwbacks’. He 

suggested that their brains were mal-developed or not fully developed. In his review of 

prisoners, he found that they shared a number of common physical attributes, such as 

sloping foreheads and receding chins. In so doing, Lombroso suggested that involvement 

in crime was a product of biology and biological characteristics: criminals were born that 

way. Positivism is influenced by the scientific discoveries of the 18th and 19th centuries, 

and is a research tradition that seeks to establish objective causes of individual 

behaviour20.Even though biological theories have continued to develop, they rather 

measure in biochemical conditions (e.g. linked to poor diet or hormone imbalance), 

Neurophysiological conditions (e.g. learning disabilities caused by brain damage), Genetic 

inheritance and/or abnormality, and Intelligence. These attempts, to locate the causes of 

crime within the individual, suggest that there are identifiable differences between 

offenders and non-offenders. In other words, the criminal is ‘other’: in some way different 

or abnormal to everyone else21. 

 

Biological crime theory considers the individual as the basis of explaining crime and 

criminality. Rooting from the individual, it looks into the innate or inherent factors that 

can significantly influence the making of a criminal. Accordingly, it upholds that a criminal 

is born-through heredity, or can be made- through the individual’s environmental 

composition .While, the aspect of environment is still included in the theory of individual 

criminality, it is still geared towards the study of the individual22.The concept of a ‘born 

criminal’ can be linked with the studies that show the importance and power of oneself in 

the development of his/her criminality. Similarly, being a born criminal is equated to 

hereditary traits, where it is believed that a person is more likely to become a criminal 

because it is already in his/her blood to become one. It is argued that criminality is a genetic 

trait, or at some point, criminality is deemed to be as a result of the individual innate 

psychological make-up23. 

 

An important perspective in interpreting the causes of crime is the political. Here scholars 

and researchers have argued on the several grounds on which the government causes 

poverty24. The state is held as an important factor in either causing crime or the reverse. A 

state is a legal entity with basic features including a geographical territory, population, 

                                                 
20“Causes of Crime” 
21“Causes of Crime”  
22“Nature Of Crime” 
23Savage and Brearly, 2007, p. 77, cited in “Nature of crime”)  
24 Rajni Negi, “Nature and Definition of Crime”, (2019), also see “Crime and Criminality”   
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sovereignty and a government which is saddled with the responsibility of ensuring law 

and order among the population as well as their security of lives and property. While 

different perspectives on the state exist with regards to the essence and nature of its 

existence25, the dominant perspective on modern states is the “welfare state perspective”. 

This contends that in addition to the state’s role of protecting its own existence and the 

lives and property and liberty of her citizens, the state uses its powers deliberately to 

modify the social, political, and economic forces in order to cause access of a wide range 

of services for improved living standards. When this fails, a state is seen as a failed entity26. 

Some analysts have attempted at taking the discussion on failed state further by giving a 

distinction between structural and functional state failures. To this end structural state 

failure implies comprehensive breakdown of central authority of a state into smaller units, 

often without legitimate and effective control27, as is the situation in Afghanistan currently. 

Functional failures is described as the condition in which a state could be in existence in a 

territorial entity but failing in the exercise of the functions such as the provision of security, 

basic necessities of life, and effective governance28. This paper therefore proposes the 

functional state failure as a theory for the analysis; since the Nigerian condition seems to 

be synonymous with it.    

 

The inability of the Nigerian state in providing adequate social, economic and political 

infrastructures in the democratic dispensation, that would improve the living conditions 

of her citizens has manifested in high incidence of poverty over the years29.Many analysts 

including Nelson Mandela have argued that poverty is not ordained by God but from the 

actions or inactions of man. While Nigeria has copious human and natural resources, the 

majority of her citizens are still in the Bottom Billion, arising from the country’s extractivist 

capitalism politics that has caused the prevalence of extractive political institutions which 

                                                 
25See J C Johari, Principles of Modern Political Science (New Delhi,Sterling Publishers 

Private Limited,2003), 52-140 
26See William Zartmann, Editor, Collapsed States: The Disintegration and Restoration of 

Lgeitimate Authority (Boulder,CO and London, Lynn Rienner,1995), also see Mohammed Ayoob, 
“State Making, State Breaking, and State Failure”, in Chester Crocker et al, Editors, Managing 
Global Chaos: Sources and Responses to International Conflict (Washington DC.,United Institute 
for Peace, 1996)  

27Zartmann, Collapsed States 
28Ben Naanen and Kialee Nyiayaana, “State Failure and Niger Delta Conflict” in 

Mojubaolu O Okome, Editor, State Fragility, State Formation, and Human Security in Nigeria(New 
York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2021) 

29See National Bureau of Statistics documents on welfare and poverty in Nigeria.  
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has also evolved extractive economic institutions30. The nature of politics in Nigeria is 

based on exclusion where a small number wealthy people control political and economic 

resources for their self gain against the deprivation of the majority of the people. This leads 

to marginalization, deprivation, human debasement and untold hardships which in the 

end push individuals to invent abnormal means of livelihoods like including kidnapping, 

banditry and terrorism. As an analyst once argued “what appear to have been the causes 

of crime and criminality in the modern world are social and economic inequalities, lack of 

opportunities for participation, economic problems, relative deprivations and government 

repression among others”31. Since the return to civil rule in Nigeria on May 19 1999, the 

nature of politics is that of militarization where the major political players-the politicians, 

arms militias and gangs during campaigns and on voting days to keep voters away from 

polling units32, and kill political opponents33. At the end of a particular election the arms 

are not retrieved and another round of arms is distributed when another election surfaces, 

this leads to a continuous proliferation of arms. The gun wielding militias and gangs who 

in most cases remain without ‘jobs’ to do at the end of the contests become hungry, and 

resort to any sort of violent crime to earn a living using the guns. Meanwhile their criminal 

activities impinges human development by cutting down millions of lives through direct 

killings or other deprivations that leads to fatality, denying millions of people access to 

food and other necessities of life like education and health etc, and by eroding the dignity 

and self-respect of many millions.    

The nature of crimes      

Boko-Haram Islamists 

 

Boko-Haram is a radical Islamic religious sect which evolved in Maiduguri, in 200034 with 

the alleged aim to reviving Islam to its classical form. Their members believe that pure 

                                                 
30Read Daron Acemoglu and James A Robinson, The Origins of Poverty and Prosperity: 

Why Nations Fail (London, Profile Books, 2012) for the details discussion on extractivist capitalism 
and its workings. 

31 C F Crenshaw, “The Causes of Terrorism”, in W C Kegley, Editor, The Global Terrorism: 
Causes and Controls(New Jersey, Prentice Hall, 2003),99-101,also read Edward N Muller and 
Mitchell A Seligson, “Inequality and Insurgency”, American Political Science Review, 81(2), 
(1987),425-51 

32Onwudike E and Berdwind-Dart, “Breaking the Circle of Electoral Violence since 1999”, 
Special Report 263 (Washington DC.,United States Institute for Peace,2010) 

33Obi C, “Taking back our Democracy? the trials and travails of Nigerian Elections since 
1999”,Democratization 18, 2 (2011),366-87 , also see Henrik Angerbrandt, “Deadly Elections; post 
–election violence in Nigeria”, The Journal of Modern African Studies, 56, 1(2018), 143-167 

34For a detain history of the origin of Boko-Haram, see Otegwu Isaac Odu, “The Nigerian 
State and the rise of Radical Islam: Interrogating the Boko-Haram Insurgency”, VUNA Journal of 
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Islam has been adulterated with western and capitalist values. Adherents of the sect 

contends that western civilization including politics, education, religion, code of dress etc 

are sinful and so is forbidden. Literally Boko-Haram is a Hausa word that means western 

education and culture is forbidden35. Boko-Haram therefore aims at eradicating western 

culture in Nigeria in order to establish an Islamic state that would be governed through 

sharia law. In order to achieve their objective, the sect succumbed to crime and criminality 

as the only means and tool, at whatever human and material cost. Their criminal act that 

caused uproar in the first instance was their clash with the men of the Nigerian police force 

between July26-29, 2009, in Maiduguri, which led to the death of nearly 1000 persons36. 

From Maiduguri, the sect got spread to other areas in the Northern part of the country 

including, Bauchi, Yobe, Kaduna, Abuja, Adamawa, Plateau etc. 

 

The criminal activities of the sect includes armed attacks on both private and public 

institutions including homes, business premises, churches, mosques, markets, farms etc37. 

The criminals ransack villages even burning down others; they abduct and kidnap women 

and girls and men and boys. While the abducted women and girls are either placed on 

ransom fee or forced into marriage or used as labourers, the men and boys are abducted 

for ransom as well as for labour purposes38. The Boko-Haram Islamists kidnap, abduct, 

maim, kill, loot, rape, extort and execute horrendous crimes that debase human dignity. 

They are murderers, armed robbers, drug addicts who are capable and willing to involve 

in any type of crime and criminality. Their activities in the Northeast of Nigeria has led to 

loss of lives of thousands of people, rendered thousands of people homeless, destroyed the 

livelihoods of thousands of people as well as incapacitated thousands more.       

 

Criminalities of Herdsmen  

The herdsmen criminality has been on Nigeria for a very long time but worsened from 

2014 especially in the geographical central Nigeria encompassing southern Kaduna, 

                                                 
History and International Relations,1, 1(2014), 194-211, See also Dearn M  “Boko-Haram: 
Nigeria’s Terrorist Insurgency Evolves” (2011), retrieved on http://www.thinkafricapress.com  

35See Chothia F, Who are Nigerian’s Boko-Haram Islamists, (2015), retrieved on 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa13809501.   

36Zara E Kwaghe, “Terrorism, an Albatross to the Fulfilment of Education for all in 
Northeast Nigeria: 2009-2013”, VUNA Journal of History and International Relations, 2, 2(2015), 
56.  

37Some examples of these crimes include, the UN building in Abuja, Madela Church 
bombing in Niger State, Dapchi School Girls’ abduction, Yobe state, Chibok School Girls abduction, 
Borno State. The list is endless, for more see Kwaghe, “Albatross to the Fulfilment”, 59-60    

38See Agba Terna Paise,  Population Displacements and Poverty in Nigeria Between 1980 
and 2015”, LIWURAN Journal of the Humanities, 19(2018), 156-68.  

http://www.thinkafricapress.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa13809501
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Plateau, Abuja, Benue, Taraba, lower Adamawa, Kogi and Kwara states. Herdsmen 

criminality includes kidnap and abduction of members of plants farming communities, 

rape, murder, extortion and theft. Similar to Boko-Haram, the herdsmen also ransack and 

torch communities. They destroy economic infrastructure including homes, farms, and 

household items. Their criminal activities has led to the deaths of thousands of people and 

as well displaced thousands more. Others have been maimed to the point incapacitation. 

In the first half of the 2018 alone, a conservative figure of deaths occurring from the 

herdsmen criminal activities was stated to be more that 1,300, while an estimated 300,000 

people were said to have being displaced from their homes39.Series of studies and 

documentations have demonstrated some of the criminal activities of the herdsmen40, 

which have become a recurrent decimal and seems to have no end.   

 

Banditry 

Banditry is a relatively late comer among the earlier crimes- Boko-Haram Islamist and 

Fulani herdsmen crimes discussed. It became full blown in 2019 and is predominantly 

perpetrated in the northwest region of Nigeria, especially in Kastina, Zamfera, and Niger 

state in the north central region. The bandits’ activities range from kidnappings, cattle and 

other animals rustling, ransacking villages and communities, murdering people, extortion, 

stealing; they commit acts of stealing and violence. The activities of bandits over the years 

have triggered population displacement, disrupted socioeconomic activities and 

livelihood systems and loss of lives.   

 

Kidnapping 

Kidnapping in the Nigerian region is not a new phenomenon but predates modern era. 

During the slave trade era, kidnapping was a means of sourcing for slaves to be sold to 

foreigner and upon the exit of trade in slaves, kidnapping continued for ritual41, obtaining 

wives and labour. The 21st Century has witnessed kidnapping to mature into varying forms 

that were hitherto uncommon; these includes  kidnappings for ransom,  political reasons, 

                                                 
39International Crisis Group, Stopping Nigeria’s Spiralling Farmer-Herder Violence, Africa 

Report NO.262, July 26(2018), i  
40Hardly a day passes without experiencing criminal attacks by Herdsmen on 

communities in Benue, Plateau, Kaduna and Taraba States. Some few demonstrations can be 
seen in Crisis Group, Stopping Nigeria’s Spiralling, also,  The Guardian,“17 Killed in Nasarawa, 
govt moves against perpetrators” 5 January (2018), New Telegraph, “Nasarawa: Herdsmen kill 
seven in midnight raid”, 31 January (2018), The Punch, “Hold Defence Minister Responsible for 
Wednesday’s Killings-Benue”, June 8(2018). 

41Dennis Amachree, The Evolution of Kidnapping in Nigeria, retrieved on 
http://bulkwartintelligence.com/reports/security-threats/evolution-kidnapping-nigeria/   

 

http://bulkwartintelligence.com/reports/security-threats/evolution-kidnapping-nigeria/
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rituals, and ethnic and  religious reasons. Modern trends in kidnapping in Nigeria evolved 

from the activities of the Niger Delta militants. These targeted foreigners, especially 

Americans and the British, at first mainly to draw attention to their plight of environmental 

degradation, caused by oil and gas exploration and production; but snowballed into 

collecting ransom42. From the Niger Delta, kidnapping for ransom spread to other parts of 

the country especially in the Southeast region and Lagos, and by 2000 kidnapping had 

attained an unprecedented proportion. Since the beginning of 2008, kidnapping and 

hostage taking have ascended new heights across all the regions in Nigeria. Currently the 

trend in kidnapping has worsened as is the case in Northwest region43. Kidnapping has 

proved to be very lucrative as the kidnappers collect huge sums of money from those 

kidnapped or their relations. For instance the former governor of the Central Bank, Prof. 

Charles C. Soludo’s father was released after a whopping 200 million naira was paid to 

kidnappers, Peter Edochie and Nkem Owoh, two of Nigeria’s famous movie stars, were 

only released after 20 million and 1.4 million naira were paid44. Kidnappers use the 

following means and methods to compel people to pay their demanded ransom chopping 

off hands and other body parts; burning victims to death, clubbing and matchetting 

victims to death; beheading and chopping body parts into pieces; burning homes, motor 

vehicle; beating to death, hostage taking, kidnapping, arrest and illegal detention; 

etc45.Kidnapping as a crime has been a criminal activity of boko haram Islamists, herdsmen 

and bandits.  

 

The Crimes as Precursors Human underdevelopment 

The notion of development in recent times is more tilted to human development as against 

the previous that viewed development as growth of national economy, where there is 

increase in Gross National Product (GNP), per capita income and increase in physical 

infrastructure. Human development perspective views human beings at the centre of 

development. It is concerned with the direct welfare of human beings measured in their 

conditions of living and not in the aggregate growth rate of the national economy. This 

perspective measures development in terms of job and employment opportunities and the 

general living conditions of the populace which is determined in the levels of their access 

to and utilization of basic livelihood requirements like food, shelter, clothing, justice and 

                                                 
42Amachree, “Evolution of Kidnapping”. 
43Since 2019, no place in Nigeria has suffered frequent and large scale kidnappings as 

Zamfara, Kaduna and Katsina States, in Nigeria’s northwest region, followed by Yobe and Borno 
in the northeast region, then Niger State in the central region.  

44Adeyemi Bukola Oyeniyi, “Terrorism in Nigeria: Groups, Activities, and Politics”, 
International Journal of Politics and Good Governance, 1, 1(2010), 9.   

45 Oyeniyi, “Terrorism in Nigeria”, 10. 
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elimination of poverty. Thus the values and objectives of human development include 

sustenance-measured in terms of basic livelihoods requirements; self-esteem or being a 

human or to be a person-measured in terms of the attainment of human dignity, respect 

for being and human life irrespective of the social, economic and political status; and 

freedom from servitude-measured in the ability of the individual to have the freedom to 

choose from many opportunities in social, economic and political lives, and freedom from 

servitude and all forms of insecurity. Arguably, human development is the positivisms of 

reduced poverty, unemployment and inequality in any human society46. It requires the 

removal of sources of un-freedom such as poverty, tyranny, poor economic opportunities 

and systematic social, economic and political deprivations. 

 

Development is measured in a society by its individuals’ ability to meet basic needs 

(sustenance), self–esteem (to feel like a human being), and freedom from servitude- ability 

to make independent choices.47These enhance longevity, literacy and income, being the 

major pillars in human development engineering.  

 

Arguably, the crimes and criminal activities of Boko-Haram Islamic terrorists, herdsmen 

terrorists, bandits and kidnappers in Nigeria during the 21st century has enormously 

impinged human development as demonstrated in the analyses that follows. Instance 

abounds of crime activities ranging from ransacking of villages and communities by gun 

wielding Boko-haram Islamic and Fulani herdsmen terrorists, bandits and kidnappers 

across the country48. Such activities are characterized by an orgy of violence attacks which 

                                                 
46See Dudley Seers, “The Meaning of Development”, in C K Wilber, Editor, The Political 

Economy and Underdevelopment (New York, Radom House,1973),6  
47Todaro & Smith 2011, p.21)  

48For some of the of crime and criminal activities by Boko haram Islamists groups see for 
instance Ugwumba E U & Odom T C, “Boko Haram Insurgency: A Peril to 
Achievement of Education for all in Nigeria”, International Journal of Education, 
Learning and Development, 3, 1(2014),1-11, for those of Fulani Herdsmen 
Terrorisms see International Crisis Group Stopping Nigeria’s Spiralling Framer 
Herder Violence Report No. 262, July 26 (2018), and Gabriel Tyoyila Akwen & 
Terungwa Paul Joseph Jato, “Herdsmen Terrorism in Benue State, Nigeria”,in 
Yakubu A Ochefu, Patrick I Ukase, Philiph T Vande & Naomi O Doki, Editors, 
Odysseys of an Academic, Administrator and Politician: Essays in Honour of 
Professor David I. Ker @70 (High-Level, Makurdi, Gerat Nex Publishers, 
2021),243-264, and Abdulbarkindo Adamu, Alupsen Ben and Gloria C, Nigeria: 
Southern Kaduna and the Atrocities of Hausa-Fulani Herdsmen(May2016-
September 2017), 1(Netherlands, Open Doors International/World Watch 
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leads to killings of those under attack, some of them sustaining various degrees of injuries; 

others are maimed for life, properties including food items, housing, livestock and citrus 

and farms are destroyed by these criminals. They take people hostage who in most cases 

pay for ransom before being released. They rape women and girls, forced the closure of 

schools and worship centers as well as compel people to stop engagement in their legal 

economic activities including farming, trading and even travel   to execute socioeconomic 

and political obligations. The criminal activities of these groups have become a major 

source of internal displacements of large human populations across the country with the 

attendant humanitarian crisis being faced by the populations. Their activities dismantles 

democratic structures; prevents provision and access of state services including health, 

education, commerce and security, caused social and economic inequalities, lack of 

opportunities for participation, and social and economic problems. The militant 

characteristics of these crimes provoked the description by an analyst who was particular 

on Fulani herdsmen attacks as follows “The pastoral nomadic onslaught... has taken a war-

like and criminal dimension-rampaging, killing and destroying communities...a tactical 

move to intimidate their host communities, thereby paving way for subsequent land 

acquisition and capital accumulation”49.  

 

Sustenance 

Attacks by the criminals impinge sustenance of life of the millions of people who directly 

or indirectly were attacked as Millions of people whom are mostly farmers or are linked 

to the agricultural chain in one way or the other have been displaced; again, for fear of 

attacks many of the farmers have abandoned their farms. These scenarios caused a 

disconnection between farmers and their primary source of livelihoods-farming and other 

related activities. The disconnection impinges the components of the theory of food 

                                                 
Research, 2017), and Agba Terna Paise, & David Mgbanyi, Perspectives in Fulani-
Herdsmen Terrorism in the Central Nigeria since 2011, (Paper presented at 
National Conference on Terrorism, Insurgency, and Economic Development in 
Nigeria, Centre for Peace and Development Studies, Benue State University, 
Makurdi, November, 29th & 30th, 2016). 
   
49Awogbade M O, Olaniyan R A, & Olukayode A F, Eco-violence or Trans border 

Terrorism? Revisiting Nigerian  Pastoral Nomadic Fulani Question, in Olaniyan R A & Akinyele 

R T, Editors, Nigerian Ungoverned Spaces, Studies in Terrorism, and Governance (Ile-Ife, 

Obafemi Awolowo University Press, 2016),41-58 et al   
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sustenance which include food availability, accessibility, affordability and stability50. 

While the attacks directly impacted on the quantity of food production and led to cut in 

the farmers earnings, reduced quantities of food produced caused high demand for food 

which catapulted cost of food. The attacks are clogs in the wheels of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs).On the whole the attacks affect food and economic security 

which forms values and objectives of human development.  Both internal displacement 

and abandoning of farms threw many victims of the crimes into lack of food as well as 

income to further access other basic livelihoods requirements including clothing, health 

and education among others. The displaced equally became homeless and had to stay in 

makeshifts either in Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps, or community developed 

camps or with relatives, who were in most cases at the edge of poverty. 

 

A survey in many of the camps revealed horrendous living conditions characterized by 

gross lack of the needed livelihood items including food, water, sanitation and hygiene, 

bed and beddings51. The Abagena camp, located at the outskirt of Makurdi, which 

accommodated an estimated 35,000 inmates, was reported to have witnessed an outbreak 

of measles which claimed the lives of seven children even as others had died of malaria 

and diarrhoea52. The same camp was equally attacked by the herdsmen terrorist in April 

2020 and scores of IDPs were murdered. In many of the situations, the IDPs live barely on 

the minimum requirements of existence and do not have the support to absorb shocks in 

the event the requirements get exhausted. They are best described as living from hand to 

mouth, being very far away from sustenance, the end result been human 

underdevelopment or poverty. The physical killings of thousands of people from the 

criminal attacks and the indirect deaths of many thousands more arising from deprivations 

caused by the criminal acts affects the corner stone of human development. As rightly 

argued, human development is concerned with what people are capable of doing or being, 

“can they live long? Can they be well nourished? Can they escape avoidable illness? Can 

                                                 
50For a detail analysis of food theory see Naylor L Rosamond, “The Many Faces of 

Food Security” in Rosamond L. Naylor, Editor, The Evolving Sphere of Food Security 
(New York:  Oxford University Press, 2016),3-27 

51See Agba Terna Paise, “Displacement and Confinement: Voices from Abagena and 
Daudu IDPs Camps” in Afaha Philiph, Attah Noah ans Akpan Otoasi, Editors, Fortress of Tents: 
Dynamics of Population Displacement in Nigeria (Abuja, Brandmore Communications,2021), 417-
443, also see International Crisis Group, Spiralling Farmer- Herder Violence, 12-13  

52The Guardian, “Measles Outbreak in IDP kills seven children”, 6 April (2018) 
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they obtain dignity and self-respect? Are they able to read and write and communicate and 

develop their minds?53      

 

Self-Esteem 

The criminals kill, rape, abduct, maim and subject their victims to the most horrendous 

imaginable maltreatment of a human being. They lack respect for human existence, the 

right to life, and treat humans in the most debased manner possible. In this manner 

millions of the victims of boko haram, herdsmen, bandits and kidnappers are depressed 

as a result of the inhumane, tortuous, and insecure treatment melted out to them. When 

attacked, rapped, abducted or abused in any form, the victims normally feels and become 

powerless, he or she has the feeling of a second class human that has the role of playing to 

the gallery of the criminal who assumes the position of the powerful and “first class  

human”. Victims become unsure of what the future awaits them and as such remain in 

perpetual condition of fear. This largely explains while kidnapped victims or their 

relations struggle hard to raise money in order to pay ransom demands no matter much 

the kidnappers put it.    

 

Freedom 

Freedom is rooted from human security which is explained as being free from fear and 

want54. It entails being free from fear of insecurity of lives and property, and socioeconomic 

and political difficulties. Freedom from ‘want’ allows an individual to have economic 

choices that would enhance his capabilities in social, economic and political lives55. 

Freedom encompasses the right of an individual to enjoy his/her fundamental rights, to 

use resources in the society, embark on any legal socioeconomic and political activity that 

would fulfil his wellbeing. It also connotes being free to actively participate in setting 

development priorities, formulating policies, implementing projects, and choosing who 

shall run their country so that social goals “do not become mechanical devices in the hands 

of paternalistic governments”56.Where freedom from fear prevails, it means there is no 

protection of lives and property from crime and criminals, political domination, 

                                                 
53Keith Griffin & John Knight, Human Development: The Case for renewed Emphasis, in 

Charles K. Wilber & Kenneth P. Jameson, The Political Economy of Development and 
Underdevelopment (New York, Mc Graw-Hill, Inc., 1992), 57, also see Peter Gall, What really 
Matters-Human Development, in Wilber & Jameson, Political Economy, 533.  

54United Nations Development Program(UNDP), Human Development Report, 1994 
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1994).  

55See Sem Amartya, Development as Freedom (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1999), 
for a detail argument on freedom as capability expansion.   

56Gall, in Wilber &Jameson, Political Economy, 538. 
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environmental dangers, and social conflict. This can pave way for un-freedom from want. 

Freedom from want is about protection of human beings from hunger, diseases, and 

joblessness. For freedoms to be achieved the state must provide a good atmosphere for her 

citizens to enjoy good quality life. The criminal activities of the various criminal labels 

being discussed have greatly violated freedom from all its ramifications. The brutal killings 

of innocent Nigerians, rape of women and girls, abduction and kidnap, displacement of 

millions of the Nigerian populations, ransacking of villages and communities 

characterized by destruction of lives and property, extortion etc have deprived millions of 

people of  both freedom of fear and want. The right to life as provided for in the 

constitution57 has been grossly undermined by the criminal activities.       

 

Conclusion 

Human existence is a very major concern to human beings, thus in the course of history 

human beings have continued to interact with the physical environment in order enhance 

his living conditions. The coming together of human beings in poles known as states, the 

evolvement of government in the poles and what can be termed global governance being 

created by the international community in such organizations like the United Nations 

Organization are all meant to ensure the wellbeing of the human race. The Millennium 

Development Goals and its recent replacement, the Sustainable Development Goals are 

practical efforts being embarked upon by the international community through fiat of 

global governance towards causing avenues for enhanced human development. In spite of 

the efforts that has been made both by individual states and the international community 

at promoting living conditions of human life, myriad of obstacles have continued to clog 

the human development process. In Nigeria, one of such challenges in the 21st century is 

crime and criminality.  

 

Many Nigerians have witnessed or experienced coordinated violent crimes against them 

and the Nigerian state. Arguably, that crime in Nigeria or elsewhere predates the 21st 

century, it is equally true that the nature of crime during this period differs radically both 

in terms of scope, meaning and the impact. Thus this paper has identified criminal gangs 

including Boko-haram Islamists terrorists, herdsmen terrorists, bandits and kidnappers as 

the evolving new trends of crime in Nigeria in the 21st century. The criminal activities of 

these groups include dispossession, extortion, rape, murder, deprivation, destruction of 

property, theft and armed robbery, human displacement through raids of communities, 

and dehumanization, distortion of becoming more fully human, etc. The implication of 

these on humanity is poverty emergence or exacerbation of already existing poverty which 

in modern development paradigm is translated as human underdevelopment. As argued 

                                                 
57See the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, Section 33(1)  
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the criminal activities of these groups’ hampers adequate achievement of the MDGs and 

now SDGs. Crime and criminality in Nigeria during this period could be explained from 

multiple dimensions; however, the most plausible factor is the failure of the Nigeria state-

at all levels of state structure, in living to the roles and functions of a modern state. The 

Nigerian state has abandoned the roles of a welfare state but rather succumbed to 

extractivist capitalism, where extractive political institutions and the corresponding 

extractive economic institutions are developed by those saddled with the responsibility of 

governance, encouraged by the governed for them to be continuously exploited and left as 

perpetual paupers. There is therefore the urgent need for a redefinement of the purpose of 

governance by both the governing elites and the masses targeted at achieving good 

governance that should be guided by the ethos of sensibility, accountability, 

responsiveness, socioeconomic and political justice. While the governed should hold the 

leaders responsible and discard primordial considerations along religious, ethnic, regional 

and party lines, as has ever been the case; they should look as the leaders as the “common 

enemy”, Nigeria and African leaders should at all times thrive to be just in their leadership 

agendas-leadership that should focused on service to the people and not the vice-versa, 

leadership that would focused on removing extractive capitalism and instilling generative 

political and economic institutions. Leaders at all levels of governance should understand 

that “the distortion in becoming more fully human... is not a given destiny but the result 

of an unjust order that engenders violence in the oppressors, which in turn dehumanizes 

the oppressed”58                   
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