
Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Christianity, Resource and Restructuring in Nigeria                          63 

Christianity, Resource and Restructuring in Nigeria 

By 

 

Charles Okorie 

Methodist Theological Institute, 

Umuahia, Abia State  

 

Abstract 
This paper considered Christianity, Resource control and Restructuring in Nigeria: 

The way forward. Restructuring and resource control has been a song (not too 

melodious) on the lips of many Nigerians. It has trended for years running. This 

national question and agitation which has become so pronounced in recent times 

has remained an intractable challenge to Nigerians cooperate existence. The 

contentious debate revolves around the demand and agitation of restructuring of 

the federation and issue of resource control. It has raised the question why should 

the “hen that lays golden eggs” be starved, neglected, marginalized exploited. 

Dissatisfied with the ways resources are being allocated, the Niger Delta region 

embarked on the agitation and struggle for control of its resources. This and other 

unpalatable ethno-regional factors fuelled and fanned the ember of call for 

restructuring of the Nigerian state. Regrettably, the church and her leaders have 

not done enough to find a lasting solution to these agitations. This paper critically 

examines issues concerning the agitation for restructuring and resource control in 

Nigeria. The study through content analysis of documents which involves the use 

of secondary sources of information gathering for objectivity and clarity to 

examine the factors that gave rise to demand for resource control and restructuring 

the key issues in Nigeria federation with emphasis on the implication of resource 

control derivation and how a prudent application of derivation funds could be 

done. The findings revealed that the issue of resource control and restructuring is 

a gun powder waiting to explode if not carefully handled. As such, it 

recommended among that the church be deeply involved in nipping this scenario 

in bud. By this work, an immeasurable addition has been made on already existing 

literatures in this field of study to solve the problem of dearth of materials in this 

area. 

 

Introduction 

Every society has dynamics that dictate its social process. For Palestinian Jews in first 

century AD, like Nigerians today, these were religious, political and economic powers. In 

recent times, ethno-religious co-existence, resource control and restructuring have been 

stunning issues of contention in the lips of eminent Nigerians and social critiques. 
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The struggle for the emancipation of the people from the clutches of internal exploitation 

started with the pre-independence demand by the Niger Delta people and other parts of 

the southern states for the development of the region, and post-independence demand for 

institutional arrangement they are agitating for equitable political participation, even 

development of all constituting regions and self-determination (restructuring). 

 

The perennial issues anchored on revenue allocation, resource control, environmental 

degradation as a result of the activities of multi-national corporations are plundering the 

Niger Delta region with impunity, which warranted the people to “fight” and 

institutionalized disruption of oil companies’ activities through militant adventures to 

press home their demands for access of social amenities (such as good roads, electricity, 

pipe borne water. schools, functional - hospitals, modern affordable homes etc.); economic 

incentives like opportunities for good jobs to cater for thousands of unemployed 

graduates, artisans, technicians and establishment of cottage industries, training centres 

for empowerment of the less privileged and encouragement of human capital 

development at the rural areas (Ibodje, 2018). The living standard and trend of poverty in 

the region have spurred the youths of the area (with the blessings of their traditional rulers, 

elderly statesmen and prominent politicians) to challenge the authority of the Nigeria state 

to lay claim to the monopoly of coercive force. According to Hosiah Emmanuel (quoted in 

Ibodje, 2018:148); 

 

The Nigeria Delta question is simple; that the region, which accounts for 90% of 

Nigeria‘s revenue, be developed, that the means of livelihood of its inhabitants 

have been greatly hampered by the exploration activities that feed the rest of the 

nation. The question is about a fair deal for some much endangered Nigerians in 

Nigeria. 

 

Considering good governance as a panacea for equal development of all sections of the 

nation, the emergence of democracy in 1999 somewhat tinted the grievances of the people 

with high expectations of what democracy and good governance had in stock for the 

down-trodden and the neglected ethnic groups. The people expected that in a 

democratically elected government, the rulers would adopt methods of embodying 

democratic principles and precepts like due process, equity, fair play, rule of law human 

rights, constitutionalism, freedom of speech, political p ciation in public policy decisions, 

etc. it comes to bear the fact that good governance brings about economic, social and 

political deve1opmentsW1tries that embrace its principles in the management of the affairs 

of the state.  
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The tenets of good governance in terms of participation, transparency, accountability, 

responsibility and responsiveness to the demands, needs and aspirations of the people, 

requires strong democratic institutions and democrats with the appropriate democratic 

value orientations and commitment, to make these institutions sustainable. Good 

governance is people-oriented and driver of communal development. Good governance is 

the exercise of power or authority, political, economic, administrative or otherwise-to 

manage a country’s resources and affairs. It comprised the mechanisms, processes, and 

institutions through which citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise their legal 

rights, meet their obligations and mediate the differences. 

 

Good governance means competent management of a country’s resources and affairs in a 

manner that is open, transparent, accountable, equitable and responsive to people’s needs 

(Downer, 2011). The application of good governance in minority and some majority ethnic 

groups or regions is at its rudimentary level (Close to zero) as people in the area are 

groaning in abject poverty, under-development, infra-structural decay, economic neglect 

etc. 

 

When a people perceive that the principles of good governance are being ignored in 

deliberate attempt to alienate a particular component of the society that agitates for fair 

play and strict adherence to the provisions stipulated by good governance, the group may 

be tempted to resort to violent conflicts to attract attention to their plight, that is the needs 

and aspirations to make life worth living. 

 

According to Johan Gattung (cited in Okanya, 2010), violence exists in societies where there 

are deliberate and sustained condition in which people live below subsistence 1evel. 

Camara (1999:3) also argues that injustice, wherever it occurs, is a form of violence and can 

and must be proclaimed that it constitutes everywhere the leading form of violence. It is 

against this background that we assess why there has been a hotbed of crises because of 

the demand of the resources being generated from the region and the reason behind the 

demand for restructuring of the nation. 

 

Theoret1cal Framework 

The theoretical framework chosen for the study and analysis of the socio-economic 

formation of the country (most especially, the perceived neglected areas) is the relative 

deprivation and the frustration-aggression theory as propounded by Ka1 Marx (1857). 

Relative deprivation theory holds the view that where expectation does not meet 

attainment in comparison with other sections of the society, the general tendency is for the 

aggrieved people to confront those they hold responsible for frustrating their ambitions. 
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The relative deprivation thesis argues that the greater the discrepancy between what is 

sought and what is attainable the greater the chances that anger and violence will result. 

Gurr (1999) equally argues that relative deprivation is a necessary condition for violence; 

and defines it as a perceived discrepancy between men’s value expectations and their value 

capabilities, implicitly, value expectations are the goods and conditions of life to which 

people believe they are rightfully entitled; while value capabilities are the goods and 

conditions they think they are capable of attaining and maintaining, given the social means 

available to them. 

 

Powell (2001:20) observes that the groups and individuals who see themselves as 

permanently excluded from real power, despite apparent electoral resources, may become 

desperate especially if the powers of government are used to disadvantage them. 

According to Faleti (2016:48), in situations where feelings of frustration become 

widespread among the population and the feeling is that people are getting less than they 

deserve, the most advisable thing for political leaders to do is to find out what the 

expectations of such individuals and groups are and to seek ways of negotiating with 

them. He argues that most times, those in positions of authority believes that giving in to 

public – demands or entering into negotiations is a sign of weakness. 

 

It is obvious that no social system exists without inequalities and not all inequalities are 

politically relevant as to encourage seditious act, as it is obvious that political resources are 

never distributed equally. But when such contrasts (uneven distribution of resources) 

becomes pronounced or activated on ethnic, religious, class or political foundations or on 

a varying combination of these variables, it develops clear polarization leading to “us” 

versus “them” situation. It is inequality perceived as inequity that gives rise to collective 

action, inc1uding collective violence. Inequality on the basis of power, status and wealth, 

and predicated on ethnic, religious, class or political configurations, became in turn basis 

for resentment (Okanya, 2010:28). 

 

This analysis is most relevant to the prevailing situation in the Niger Delta region more 

than any other regions of the country are being dominated by a few political elites. The 

sorry state in some parts of the country, like in many other minority groups in developing 

countries of the world, is the pervasiveness of relative poverty which implies that socio-

economic inequalities are very great. The consequent effect is that the pro-poor change, 

being agitated for, threatens some interest more directly and significantly than others. 

 

Resource control and restructuring have a common denominator. The demands for ‘equal 

political representation, acceptable standard for sharing of the nation’s wealth, largely 
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generated through oil exploration and participation in the governance of the country are 

being resisted by those who perceive change as harmful to their interest and so fight 

vehemently to resist or frustrate the attempt of those minority ethnic groups and some 

other majority groups that see resource control and restructuring as conducive to the 

promotion of their interests and cut-off the present uneven development in the country. 

 

Implications of the Neglect of Restructuring and Resource Control 

The problem of Nigeria has given us the grace to assume restructuring and resource 

contro1 to mean siamens twins that holds the unity, and harmonious coexistence of the 

component ethnic groups in Nigeria. It has as a result awaken in the Nigeria people 

regional consciousness in order to allay the fear of future dominance of one ethnic group 

over the other; the neglect of the call for resource control and restructuring are gun powder 

that is ready to explode any time except the Church welds into the issue for the government 

to realize the need, long overdue, for resource control and restructuring. 

 

Today’s Nigeria is caught up in a web of armed conflicts that have similar features with 

Israel’s situation in Jesus’ time. The Boko Haram menace in Northern Nigeria has been 

perpetrated by similar factors. Whatever others are saying about the movement, ‘Boko 

Haram is an Islamic sect that believes politics in northern Nigeria has been seized by a 

group of corrupt, false Muslims. It wants to wage a war against them and the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria generally to create a “pure” Islamic state ruled by sharia law”. The 

social banditry in the Niger Delta area and the Movement for the Actualization of the 

Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), which is now largely replaced by indigenous People 

of Biafra (IPOB) led by Nnamdi Kanu among others that are making demands on 

government are all ideologically informed. Generally speaking, social banditry arises in 

government or ruling class usually in times of economic crisis, famine, high taxation and 

social disruption. These are the complaints that gave rise to the banditry in the Niger Delta 

and are the same issues that birthed MASSOB. Boko Haram’s aim is to cause fear, 

instability, job losses, family fragmentation, internally displaced refugees and 

Christian/Muslim enmity in order to force the government to listen and do the needful- 

resource control and restructuring. 

 

Kidnapping- the demand for resource control began the ugly menace of kidnapping. It 

started in the Niger Delta oil rich area when it was used as a tool to address the wanton 

neglect of their communities by successive administration. It has since grown to become 

the new multimillion naira business now thriving outside the region. As Nwanko (2012) 

noted, for the south-east, kidnapping is now a tool for setting personal and political scores. 

Besides, the profits accruing from the ransom collected from the families of victims, usually 
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in huge millions of naira, many desperate politicians in some regions are now using 

kidnapping as a tool of vendetta on perceived political enemies. Kidnapping has made 

Nigerians to live in perpetual fear. Even in the northern parts of the country where the 

wave of kidnapping is not rampart, living has continually slipped to the Hobessian state 

of nature where life is brutish, nasty and short. 

 

Hired Assassins- Another big fall-out of the problem facing Nigeria today is the rampart 

cases of hired assassins. Many Nigerians including law abiding citizens continue to be cut 

down by bullets from either the guns of the assassins or the armed robbers and 

occasionally from the ransom- seeking kidnappers. Through this heinous crimes that carry 

capital punishment in nations various laws and statues, the helplessness of the law 

enforcement agents to bring the perpetrators of these dastardly acts to book. People see it 

that Nigerian Government has failed in their basic responsibility to the citizens to protect 

lives and property. 

 

The political climate in Nigeria and the flamboyant lifestyle of the politicians coupled with 

the fat salaries and allowances they pocket every month to the detriment of the demand 

for resources control and restructuring. Few privileged people are feeding fat on national 

wealth while the majority are subjected into object poverty- the poor becoming poorer. 

 

Religious Intolerance- This is another canker worm eating deep into the fabrics of the 

nation resulting from one particular group seeing themselves as “born to rule”. Religious 

intolerance has to do with the unwillingness by some people of particular religious beliefs 

to put up with others who have different religious beliefs from theirs. Religious crisis 

weakens leadership groups as they too may become stratified and parochial in the 

handling of issues. 

 

Subversion- Subversion has to do with a calculated move or series of move, usually 

clandestine, designed to undermine a nation’s governmental set-up. It includes all those 

subtle actions meant to undermine not only the other ethnic groups, but also the economic, 

political,, psychological and moral strength of the nation. Subversion is used not only by 

those who want to destroy a particular system, but also by revolutionary elements who 

want to bring about change in an unsatisfactory system, especially when the normal 

process of democratic change is rendered impossible. 

 

Sabotage- Neglect of the call for resource control and restructuring has given room for 

political and economic sabotage. As the name implies, sabotage is the deliberate 

destruction of an industrial process, including the human and natural resources, or public 
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utilities, as well as sensitive, including military installations, in order to slow down their 

operations or bring them to a halt. Sabotage is usually one of the techniques used by 

subversion and revolutionary elements as well as anarchist and opposition groups who 

want to discredit the incumbent regime in order to wrest political power from the latter d 

bring the needed change being clamored by the people. 

 

Mismanagement of the Nations Resources: 

This is the worst and most challenging factor propelling the call for resource control and 

restructuring. Mismanagement of the nation’s resources affects internal security to the 

extent that it impinges on the very important issue of creating the right internal 

atmosphere for the promotion of internal cohesion. Resources management within this 

national context has to do with organizing and directing the total resources of men and 

materials towards the realization of nation’s goals. 

 

Proper and judicious resource management will seek to utilize the available resources in a 

way to maximize the benefits accruing to the nation and satisfy the basic aspiration and 

needs to the people. Since we live in a world of limited resources, efficient and judicious 

management of the country’s resources is necessary, if we are to eliminate hardship in 

Nigeria. 

 

Finally, experience at national resources management has been marked by inefficiency, 

corruption, pursuit of elitist taste, discriminatory utilization of the nation’s talents, foreign 

penetration at the commanding heights of the economy and other vices in high place. 

Nigeria economy in the words of late General Sanni Abacha has been hopelessly 

mismanaged to the extent that we have become a beggar and a debtor nation. 

Unemployment has reached an embarrassing proportion; this is an unacceptable level of 

poverty in the land, corruption and uneven distribution of national wealth characterizes 

management of Nigerians resources. These are at the very heart of Nigerians development 

challenges. As Ngoa (2012) rightly pointed out, Nigerian leaders should recognize the fact 

that mass poverty and under development interact with and exacerbate crime. In the word 

of former South African president, Nelson Mandela: Crime can only be effectively dealt 

with in the context of successful socio-economic programmes but economic growth and 

programmes which will banish poverty are themselves subverted by crime and corruption. 

In the light of the above, most people believe that Mandela’s wise counsel should be seen 

as a clarion call to Nigerian leaders that promoting the well-being of the people and good 

governance can together create a virtuous circle of continuous improvement and reduce 

agitations. In the midst of the worrisome and angry situation, the clamour for resource 

control and restructuring has created in recent times in Nigerian politics, what role should 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 1 March, 2021 

 

Christianity, Resource and Restructuring in Nigeria                          70 

the church play in order to clause tensions by bringing government to give listening ear to 

the yelling’s and wailings of the generality of the people, the elites, the various ethnic 

groups and socio-cultural organization. 

 

The Role of the Church: The Way Forward 

The work of the parliament of world religions and its declaration towards a global peace 

at least to the consciousness of the role of religion in society, beyond the mere concerns of 

the spiritual kingdom, by some of the worlds’ religion Hans Kun (1999) expresses this need 

for relevance and contextual groundedness effectively He states; 

 

If religions simply invoke cosmic consciousness, global harmony, spiritual 

creativity, universal unity, ethic cohesion, all-embracing love and a spiritual 

vision of a better world… and in so doing do not take sufficiently, seriously the 

economic, political and social reality of today’s highly complex industrial society, 

they are alienating themselves from reality, as far as both the world and they 

themselves are concerned. 

 

To remain faithful to their mission and relevant to life, therefore, the church must be 

involved in searching for solutions to the Nation’s problems and agitations and in helping 

to bring about the kingdom of God “on earth, even as it is in heaven” In particular, 

Christianity must encourage its churches to work along with other religions, ethnic groups, 

ethno-social organizations, social institutions and structures in contribution to the task of 

achieving the task of restructuring the country and resource control. This kind of 

cooperation is necessary to prevent disintegration of the country of grounds of one ethnic 

group feeding on national resources more than others and outwitting them politically, 

economically, and infrastructurally. Questions may be asked; what is the value of the 

continued existence of Christian Association of Nigeria and Pentecostal Fellowship of 

Nigeria (PFN) if they cannot positively push for socio-economic transformation? 

 

They must be involving sharing national concerns and searching for solutions to agitations 

exploitation and neglect of one ethnic group in the scheme of affairs; they must clamour 

for equal treatment among component groups; not merely for spiritualizing and 

socializing. 

 

The primary role of individual religious institutions and churches is to attend to the needs 

of local communities. In this sense, the work of social transformation cannot be left entirely 

to international bodies such as the parliament of the world’s Religion. There must be local 

and national religious bodies that analyze, interpret, organize and attend to the needs of 
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communities as well as work, to find meaningful solutions to problems bodies may 

participate in international structures and share their experiences with these structures, 

thus contributing to the national, search for solution. However, they cannot be dispensed 

of these national structures Re1igious bodies like Churches, therefore, have at least, a two-

fold role at local, state and National levels. The first is to interpret their mission and the 

demands of the gospel for their own situations-this is the work of theology; the second is 

to engage in social activism for the sake of influencing social policy and its implementation. 

That is, it is finding and taking appropriate steps to bring about required changes in their 

communities and the nation- that is social action. 

 

In fulfilling the second role, they may need to appeal to or apply pressure on national and 

international institutions and structures. For instance, it may be necessary to appeal to 

government for it to bring about a particular change in society or the economy; or to take 

a particular form of action to influence an international structure toward a certain policy 

direction. At other times, it may be necessary to lobby other national bodies to apply 

pressure on the government or an international body (or government) for similar required 

forms of action. One of the recommendations of the European Asian Theological 

Workshop and Training (EATWOT) Conference in India (2000)’ that the churches must 

follow Christ and collaborate with others initiating action against ethnic exploitation crisis 

and multinational companies that are spreading their poisonous tentacles. 

 

This second step requires not only a prophetic theology but also a prophetic stand. A 

prophetic stand may be informed by a prophetic theology to fulfill its mission of 

harmonious society. A prophetic theology is necessarily premised on the direct demands 

of God as interpreted from the written word or from the living faith of a people. Some of 

the interpreted demands may be ethical but it is an ethnic, based directly on God’s 

authority as derived from accepted sources. Thus, one appeals directly to God, the other 

appeals to human worth and integrity. 

 

Churches and religious bodies must be able to approach governments and socio-economic 

structures directly with their ethnical imperatives to demand structural change and 

improvement. The role of ministers of God can no longer be restricted to preaching a 

Sunday sermon, teaching a catechism class, counseling a couple for marriage or resolving 

a family crisis. Nor can the role of theology be confined to speculating about the nature of 

God, interpreting religious sources or publishing articles. It must be all hands-on theology 

that actively searches for solutions for national crisis, challenges and influences national 

policy and international collaboration. The church must hence forth take liberation 

theologies. 
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Understanding of theology as reflection on praxis, which also translates into action based 

on reflection. thus, leading to a hermeneutic circle because action reflects action. 

 

Religious organization such as PFN and CAN therefore, in addition to their individual 

projects must work with other relevant social-cultural organizations to identify the social 

problems of their communities; in this case, the factors that gave rise to agitation for 

resource control and restructuring and find solutions to them. Of course they must first 

clarify their own mission and objective in order to be able to participate more effectively 

in their work for social change. As faith based organization, they must bear in mind that 

the proper and natural role of theology (in the context of the subject of this paper) is to 

offer value to all schemes of society, and government of the day (Pobea, 2011:78). This 

means that the church will be judged according to its contribution to human welfare and 

affirmation. The bottom line is that government was made for humans not humans for 

government as seems to have been true till now. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In our country Nigeria (as in many others, if not all) social problems are multiple and need 

to be tackled from all sides. For instance, should the current problem of resource control 

and demand for restructuring be left to the government alone? Doing so will spell doom 

for this nation if not what other social structures are there to deal with it and what are they 

doing to alleviate it, how effective have they been? Are the churches adequately involved 

in any way in attempts to resolve this problem or have they left it entirely to the secular 

sphere? It is the mind of this paper that the churches have not contributed enough (or done 

enough) towards resolution of the problems of the resources control and restructuring. 

 

There is the believe in some quarters that the government has not clearly expressed its 

concern and predicament about the plight of the neglected ethnic groups. These schools of 

thought have also spoken about the urgent need to work for the restoration of social 

harmony, ethnic tolerance and moral fiber of our society to take care of these ills of 

deprivation, exploitation, economic and political groups coupled with the infrastructural 

decay in some areas leading to object poverty in the land.  

 

The churches and social organizations must take up the governments challenges squarely 

and ask them what they have done wrong or have not addressed properly; in so doing, 

things would not have come to their present state. The churches must begin, which they 

are yet to do, to reflect seriously and cooperatively on what can be done to resolve these 

problems and restore some normality to our nation or society. The first step in doing so, it 

seems, is for the church to create platform for dialogue and serious discussion. Specific 
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problems must be identified (resource control and restructuring) for special worship 

conferences and tackled on their own for better government focus and concentration to 

offer good governance that will give dividends of democracy to the people. No single 

person or organization can offer ready-made solutions at this stage, but these must be 

worked out by individuals and related organizations — separately and cooperatively. 
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