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Abstract 
The crux of this paper is the challenges of insecurity in the political and religious 

development of Nigeria. Since the independence of Nigeria in 1960, there has been 

series of battles and challenges in its development. The interdependence of 

politics, religion and insecurity as social dynamics in fostering the development of 

a nation has become challenge across the globe. Nigeria is multi-ethnic, secular 

state with cultural differences between its component ethnic groups. She has been 

crippled by series of political unrest, youth restiveness, corruption, religious 

bigotry and extremism, and other social vices that undermine national 

development. Therefore, it is against this backdrop that this paper examines the 

effects of politics, religion and insecurity on national development in Nigeria. It 

examines political insecurity as one of the major challenges facing development in 

Nigeria. It also critically examined how political insecurity undermined the 

development. It examined the causes of political and religious insecurity and its 

challenges to Nigerian development. This paper adopted qualitative method and 

the results showed that politics and religion have both positive and negative 

impacts on the development of Nigeria. It revealed that, the negative impacts of 

politics and religion as well as insecurity significantly have affected development 

in Nigeria. It also revealed injustice, corruption and bad leadership that have 

resulted series of crisis and insecurity in Nigeria. On the basis of these findings, 

the study concluded that, among other imperatives, that Nigeria needs a 

purposeful leadership that should have a vision of placing her citizens at the centre 

of her administrative agenda without recourse to ethnicity. It added that political 

power should be used as a tool for serving the people regardless of their political 

affiliation, ethnic origin and religious belief. 
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Introduction 

The dominance of the factors of politics, religion and insecurity have affected the survival 

of democratic rule and national development in Nigeria. Federalism is arguably the 

suitable framework for addressing complex society like Nigeria. In such system, each 

region or state is allowed to control its resources and develop at its own pace. However, 
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“Nigeria claims to be running a federal system of government but operates the opposite 

and does not recognize the identities, interest and needs of the people. The nation’s 

constitution does not reflect the wishes of the people; most government policies are anti-

people and engender national integration and cohesion” (Ilesanmi, 2014).“The Nigerian 

government remains distant from serving the interest of its people while basic 

infrastructure in many parts of the country remains dilapidated” (Kew, 2006). 

 

“Politics today in Nigeria is a ‘do or die’ affair. The struggle for political power and control 

at the centre has over-heated the nation’s polity and created unnecessary tension which 

has resulted to bigotry between and among regions. Political thugs are recruited and 

armed by these same politicians who at the end of the day loose grip of these thugs and 

these arms are used on defenceless citizens” (Ilesanmi, 2014). The current democratic 

dispensation since inception has been besieged with unprecedented vice disturbance and 

social insecurity resulting in massive destruction of property and loss of lives. 

 

The religious and ethnic dimension to these upheavals make them a 

serious threat to national security. The tension and uncertainties in the 

country today is not conducive for democratic process and national 

development. Nigeria in recent times has witnessed a lot of violence 

eruption and general insecurity in nearly all the states of the federation. 

Prominent among them are the Boko Haram, kidnapping, rape, armed 

robbery, banditry, destruction of oil facilities by Niger Delta militants 

alongside the attacks carried out by Fulani Herdsmen on some 

communities in the North and South. This has resulted in a lot of 

bloodsheds, senseless killings, destruction of property, social and 

economic dislocation and its attendant poverty, insecurity and 

unemployment (Ilesanmi, 2014). 

 

It is only in Nigeria you find political leaders, military chiefs who are clueless, visionless 

and lack the necessary ingredients to stirring a good socio-economic and political 

environment. Some of them and their cohorts have become sponsors to most crises and 

conflicts rather than seeing themselves as apostles of peace and national development. 

“Worse still, in all political activities in Nigeria, the factor of ethnicity is reflected. It is 

particularly obvious in area like distribution of political offices, employment and 

government general patronage of the citizens” (Salawu& Hassan, 2011). Also, “when 

national development is mentioned, it is suicidal to ignore the contributions of religious 

adherents such as Christians, Muslims, African Traditional adherents and other secular 

ideologists” (Awoniyi, 2015). “Today, religion has been used, abused and misused by 

political elites and religious clerics, that it has continued to cause commotion across the 
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world. Nigerian experience is one among many of the countries witnessing Islamic 

extremists’ senseless killings and destruction of properties” (Gbadegesin & Adeyemi-

Adejolu, 2016). Therefore, a discussion of the effects of politics, religion and insecurity on 

national development in Nigeria is highly desirable. It even becomes necessary given that 

today we still talk about under developed Nigeria as a result of the challenges posed by 

the indices of pluralism (politics, religion and insecurity). 

 

Security is an essential component in the life of any society that desire to develop. “Nigeria, 

since her independence in 1960, has been battling with series of development challenges. 

This was as a result of insecurity in the country. Political insecurity can be described as 

those activities of individual persons or group of individuals which resulted to 

undermining of the development of the country Nigeria” (Jimoh and Ojalabi, 2006:5). “The 

political insecurity Nigeria is facing now, ranges from the civil war, military interventions, 

political assassination insurgencies, terrorism, ethno-religious conflicts, Niger Delta 

Militant, Boko Haram, Herdsmen and farmer clashes. Kidnapping and electoral and post-

election violence just to mention but a few” (AIfa. 2012:4). Kalu, Ajuzie and Chukwu (2018) 

argued that,“insecurity challenges facing development in Nigeria is as a result of poverty, 

mass youth unemployment. Inequality, bad governance and leadership failure which 

inevitably generate conflicts that engender political insecurity in political system in 

Nigeria.” Similarly, Adejumobi (2001) opined that,“lack of commitment to the virtues of 

honesty, equality, social justices, accountability, trust, peaceful co-existence and respect for 

human rights have contributed to political insecurity in Nigeria.” 

 

In order to address the issue of political insecurity as a challenge to development in 

Nigeria, this paper will therefore, critically examine the causes of political insecurity such 

as injustices, leadership failure and political deprivation which are responsible for the 

political insecurity and recommend how political insecurity can be solved in Nigeria.  

This paper will also place the current insecurity in Nigeria in a context by defining and 

reviewing the causes, effects and the rise in violent incidences which have characterized 

the Nigerian society in recent times; it will highlight the challenges, assess it’s political, 

religious and cultural implications to the nation.  

 

Concept of National Development 

National development is a vital issue hence it has always engaged the attention of every 

citizen and government of Nigeria. Development, therefore, is a multiple process through 

which a nation may attain growth, change and stability in all facets of existence. 

 

Development means different things to different people. “Development could be seen as a 

process of economic and social transformation that is based on complex cultural and 
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environmental interactions” (Ajaebu, 2012). According to Ajaegbu (2012) “development is 

the process that includes: physical development which include man made goods produced 

by use of technology, cultural development which comprises of the values, norms and 

traditions of society, and personal development which includes the psychological 

directions of individuals.” The various conceptions of development include economic 

growth, increased welfare and human development, modernization, elimination of 

dependency and capacity building. Seers (1979) affirmed that,“the purpose of 

development in the society is to reduce poverty, hunger, illiteracy, illness and poor health, 

powerlessness, insecurity, humiliation and lack of access to basic infrastructure.” 

 

“The growth rate of a country’s per capital income compared to those of other countries 

can be used to describe its level of national development” (Lucas, 1988). This increase in 

per capital income must however, be accompanied by an unprecedented shift of the society 

from a condition considered to be unacceptable to a more acceptable one in terms of 

poverty level, employment, creativity, efficiency, productivity and equality.  

 

“National development is the ability of a country or countries to improve the social welfare 

of the people by providing security and social amenities which include quality education, 

portable water, transportation infrastructure, medical care, employment among others” 

(Ajaegbu, 2012). “In Nigeria, faulty development policies pursued since independence till 

day have left the people pauperized and decimated. These are manifested in increasing 

poverty, diseases, unemployment, poor medical care, poor housing facilities, lack of 

portable water, epileptic power supply, lack of access to power and resources by minority 

groups and their exclusion from policy making” (Ighodalo, 2012). The challenges of 

national development in Nigeria include bad leadership or governance, inadequate grasp 

of religious matters, insecurity, injustice, corruption, immoral acts, and, which are inimical 

to the progress of a country.  

 

The challenges of politics in national development of Nigeria 

“Politics no matter how good, will not deliver better and improved public goods in a polity 

with weak institutions, client-patron politics and near absence of political will” (Ijere, 

2015). The success of democratic experiment in a country can be attributed to a political 

party that has a strong mass support and leaders that have interest of the nation at heart. 

“Nigeria had political parties built along religious leaders that were naive and selfish. The 

client-patron commonly known in Nigeria as ‘godfather’ politics have taken the primacy 

over the formal aspects of politics such as the rule of law, well-functioning political parties 

and a credible electoral system” (Oluwatusin & Daisi, 2018). Party politics in Nigeria 

impede national development and promote political instability. The electoral violence has 

been a culture par excellence from the post- independence era to the present day new 
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democratic experience. Apart from using violence, there is also an absence of existence of 

free and fair electoral body. All the electoral umpire set up by the leadership of this nation 

had not been able to conduct a free and fair election.  

 

The return of multi-party democracy raised hope as to the arrival of the solution of 

Nigeria’s crises of governance- good governance, the rule of law, freedom as well as 

institutional, infrastructural and national development. However, since 1999 till date, the 

rule of law remains jeopardize, institutional weakness is still a concern and good 

governance is still far from reach with impunity and corruption a challenge, and a good 

number of Nigerians still living below the poverty line.  

 

“Successive democratic regimes have delivered little in terms of improving infrastructural 

development, reducing poverty and unemployment and improving Nigeria’s potential of 

economic growth” (Ijere, 2015). Nigeria today still lacks the necessary focus capable of 

instilling national development and promoting political stability due to leadership 

problem in Nigerian polity and weak institutions as well as the pervasive corruption and 

the attendant political violence that greeted electoral manipulations in a bid to stick to 

power. In addition, lack of political will, indecisive pressure and assistance from the global 

community; corruption, political unrest and spate of insecurity, cross-carpeting by 

politicians, electoral rigging, politics of intolerance, mobilization of religious sentiments, 

political assassination and youth restiveness, failure to play by the rules of the game of 

party politics, impunity, weak measures against accountability, ethnicity of party politics 

and lack of internal party democracy are the major challenges of national development in 

Nigeria. Again, lack of clear cut party ideologies, high premium on political power and the 

attendant intense struggle for political power and marginalized national development for 

the promotion of the personal interest of the political leaders are also the challenges of 

national development in Nigeria.   

 

The Place of Religion in the development of Nigeria 

Nigeria as a nation is religiously pluralistic. Apart from the three major religions, 

Christianity, Islam and Traditional Religion, there are several others competing for 

relevance and recognition. Nigeria is a secular state and the constitution maintains that 

religion should have no place in civil affairs and civil rules should have no interest in 

religion. The constitution of Nigeria stated that, “government of the federation shall not 

adopt any religion as State Religion.”(Section 10 of the 1999 Constitution of Federal 

Republic of Nigeria) 
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Manifestations of Religion in Nigerian Politics  

Religion manifests in various aspects of life in Nigeria, however, what is interesting is that 

caution has always been taken not to use religion to cause problem. This is done by making 

sure that no religion is overly preferred or neglected. For example, at public gatherings 

such as political rallies and national gatherings, it is either prayers are not offered at all or 

they are offered by leaders or functionaries of the recognized religious. In this case, if the 

opening prayer was said by a Muslim, a Christian will say the closing prayer, and vice 

versa. This is a way of preventing conflict, which may snowball into violence. On the issue 

of public holidays, Christianity and Islam are adequately taken care of as work free days 

are observed during their festivals.  

 

Implications of Religious Influences on Nigerian Politics for National Development  

The influence of religion on Nigerian politics has both positive and negative. 

 

Positive Implications  

The positive influence of religion on politics enhances national development. Religion 

provides mankind with moral values by which to live. Every religion, whether 

Christianity, Islam, African Traditional Religion, etc., has moral values which regulate and 

harmonize human life. In Exodus 20 of the Christian Bible, there is an outline of the Ten 

Commandments which guide the behaviours of Christians in the society. In the same way, 

Islam and African Traditional Religion (A.T.R.) have rules, which their adherents must 

obey. 

 

No religion condones immorality. It is religion which tells what is right, and what is wrong, 

religion enriches people’s morale for the welfare of the individual and society at large. 

Adherence to religious ethical values is imperative for all religious practitioners. 

Interestingly, Nigerians are one of the most religious people in the world. Therefore, there 

is a need to live a moral life because it is commanded by God. Failure to do this will be 

counterproductive in the matter of national development. 

 

Religion breeds an ideal heart in man to be conscious of the need to have a clean heart. By 

this, he will grow to have a philanthropic or patriotic thought before venturing to lead or 

represent his people in government of the state. In another words, religion will prepare the 

mind of man to be a good politician who will constantly fall back upon his religion to guide 

him. The teaching or threats of religion are expected to guide him to be able to lead his 

people aright as a politician with fear of God in him. He will never consider himself first, 

rather he knows that he is the servant of the electorates. 
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Another expected, positive input of religion in politics is adherence to the oath of office. In 

this case, political leaders, having invoked God when the oath is being administered, will 

rule with the fear of God. We must be cognizant of the fact that every content of the oath 

is a guarantee for good governance, if imbibed.  

 

Negative Implications  

The influence of religion on politics has, at various times, threatened the corporate 

existence of Nigeria. Religious crises have further worsened inter-ethnic animosity. The 

Kaduna and Jos ethno-religious crises displaced many people who had settled in the 

northern part of the country for many years as it became necessary for them to relocate. 

That some parts of Nigeria are not safe for all citizens is divisive and this cannot guarantee 

sustainable development. Also, the adoption of Sharia law by some state governors almost 

terminated the National Youths Service Corps scheme, which, for many years, has been a 

major integrating and unifying factor. The reason was that many southerners did not want 

their children or relations to be posted where they would be forced to obey Islamic law. 

 

Still, on the economy, one may not be wrong to conclude that public money expended on 

religious matters, such as pilgrimage activities, places of worship in government houses, 

and other public places, could have helped the ailing economy. This is why Familusi (2010) 

says, “Any government that is more concerned about sponsoring people to Mecca or 

Jerusalem at the expense of pressing matter that can enhance development, is an insincere 

government”. 

 

True democracy is dependent upon free, fair and credible election, a situation whereby the 

electorates are free to elect their leaders. Moreover, where people vote on religious 

sentiment, mediocre leaders are most likely to emerge and, when this happens, growth 

and development will be retarded. 

 

Religious terrorism in Nigeria possess a significant threat to national development as it is 

evident in Northern Nigeria where economic and social activities in some of the highly 

volatile states (Yobe and Borno) have almost been grounded by the stream of killings, 

destruction of basic means of livelihood of the people and truncating of foreign and local 

investments. The emergence of Boko Haram in Northern Nigeria has affected negatively 

the political, economic, social and environmental situation of the region and Nigerian 

economy at large.  

 

The challenges of Insecurity to National Development 

Underdevelopment: Indeed, insecurity and underdevelopment are like mother and child 

for they are inseparable. Development is never realized in an atmosphere of instability, 
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fear, threats and hopelessness. For people to invest in developmental projects, they must 

be certain of at least relative stability and guarantee of safety. 

 

Poverty/hunger: Insecurity naturally begets poverty and hunger. When people out of fear, 

threats to life and to actual killing cannot go to their places of work both agriculturally and 

otherwise, what sets in is hunger and general poverty. 

 

Insurgency/Militancy/Youth Restiveness: The emergence of these three identical factors 

is attributed to the state of insecurity in Nigeria. In a situation of lawlessness and a seeming 

failure of the State the youth component of that particular society will engage themselves 

in these acts above. This is the true story of Nigeria for some time now. Insurgency in the 

Northeast, militancy in the Niger Delta and youth restiveness in the Southeast and 

Southwest currently define Nigeria as one of the most unsafe places to go to in the whole 

world and so many countries in Europe and America are warning/advising their citizens 

about the danger of travelling to Nigeria. 

 

Brain Drain: Insecurity in the country has unfortunately led to the flight of so many of our 

professionals in different sectors of our life as a nation. The insecure environment in place 

could not guarantee the safety of these brains to function to uplift our national life and 

they have to leave to other climes that provide security. Nigeria is paying dearly for this 

exodus of our best brains. 

 

Poor Image in the International Community: “The insecurity situation in the country has 

given Nigeria a very poor image abroad to the extent that investors are no longer 

considering the country as an investment zone. They now consider other countries around 

Nigeria and even some investments in the country are being relocated to nearby West 

African countries” (Campbell, 2009). Nigerians travelling abroad are now being subjected 

embarrassingly to extra checks because of where they are coming from. 

 

Causes of insecurity in Nigeria  

There is a dramatic increase in violence terrorism and the like in Nigeria. Today lawless 

sects are raising the tempo of their campaign in various parts of the country. We hear of 

series of bombings, shooting and killings, kidnappings, armed robbery, arson and so on. 

These take place from North to South, East to West almost on daily basis.  

The phenomenon “insecurity” has been extended to cover other spheres like economic and 

political insecurity.  
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Porous borders: The free flow of migrants from other countries to Nigeria through our 

unguarded borders allows criminals to enter the country without check. This is one of the 

causes of insecurity in Nigeria. 

 

Proliferation of Arms and Ammunitions: Several arms have been ceased at our air and 

sea ports, some in very large quantities. This is not good for the country. These arms and 

ammunitions end up in the hand of criminals who apply same in their nefarious activities 

in the country thereby making life insecure for the people of their locality.  

 

Illegal Armed Group: Illegal importation of arms and ammunition has made possession 

of arms by individual and group very easy. We can name groups like Niger Delta Militants, 

Oodua People’s Congress, Bakasi Boys” MASSOB Boys that possess arms and 

ammunitions.  

 

Oil Bunkering: Nigeria being one of the largest oil producing nation suffers from the 

activities of illegal oil bunkering. These activities are promoted by the state of insecurity in 

the country. These backup with criminals who are ready to die in Nigeria water ways. This 

therefore, makes coastal areas of our state oil producing unsafe.  

 

Labour Activist: Early in 2012, the Nigerian Labour Congress called for a nationwide strike 

as a result of increase in the price of fuel by the government. They accused the government 

of being insensitive to the suffering of the people as well as ignoring the insecurity 

challenges in the country. Peaceful protest by Labour and other Civil Society Group have 

severally been high-jacked by miscreants and inflicted pains on people and made life in 

Nigerian cities insecure.  

 

Kidnapping: This is another visible sign of insecurity in the country. The perpetrators of 

this crime do not spare anyone in this new wave of crime that seems to have supplanted 

armed robbery and other non-contact crimes. Since this act began in Nigeria, aged, 

children male and female have been kidnapped for ransom. This has made life unbearable 

to the citizens. People now live in fear of failing victims to these criminals.  

 

Militancy: According to criminal law, militancy is violence, illegal force or the illegal use 

of unjustified force or the intimidating effect created by the threat of this act.  

This word became pronounced in Nigeria when the Niger Deltas took up arms against 

government exploitation and environmental degradation of their area due to oil 

exploration and exploitation.  
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This does not only exist in the Niger Delta area. Other parts of the country have witnessed 

militants who commit atrocities worse than the youths of Niger Delta, whose are given the 

“brand name” until recently the word insurgence was not common to Nigerian Society. 

The activities of the militant Islamic sect popularly called “Boko Haram” who has opened 

this chapter of militancy in Nigeria shooting, bombing, kidnapping, arson, car and suicide 

bombing in various parts of the country are said to be the handiwork of insurgence. These 

activities have heightened the speed of insecurity in the nation.  

 

Fear and Distrust on Government: What the current trend of violence is imprinting on the 

psyche of Nigerians is that the government security apparatus is capable of guaranteeing 

the safety and security of its people. This has therefore, impact on the general human 

security of the people as the situation promotes fear and limits the people’s ability to 

develop economically.  

 

Unemployment:  This rise in crime wave in Nigeria since the mid-1990s was as a result of 

unemployment, economic decline and social inequality, which are abetted by inefficient 

and corrupt police and custom forces (Robert stock 2008, Encarta Entry). The idle minds 

became devil’s workshop. These people who are mostly youth are easily recruited into 

militant group and trained into rob, kill, kidnap, smuggle, high jack to mention but a few.  

 

Religious Fanaticism/Extremism:  Religious fanaticism and extremism have been among 

the major cause of insecurity in Nigeria. The recent incidences of attack on Churches and 

Christians in Northern part of the Country by Moslem extremists have rendered several 

States in the North unsafe for life and properties. The damage these extremists have caused 

can be seen in the following words: 

 

Religion has unleashed on mankind. It has left in its wake, a heavy tell of 

destroyed lives and Wanton destruction of property. It has delayed 

workable Political agreements and brutalized societies ... Religious 

violence has been responsible for the collapse of one political order or the 

other throughout history. It has given rise to assassination and tempted 

assassination of various Heads of States or government in recent times. It 

had led to irretrievable breakup of internal harmony, and had led to 

foreign intervention. This is a true assessment of Nigerian situation. (Agi, 

1996).  

 

Wrong Political Ambition: The desire for a political office is not evil but to nurse negative 

reasons for that ambition can result to or doing anything to attain it is evil. “The current 

crisis which started in Bauchi and has engulfed other states in the North has elements of 
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theocratic ambition in it: the perpetrators of the violent activities in parts of the country are 

operating with a hidden agenda. They have the intention of enthroning their own type of 

government which is selfish, criminal and unpatriotic as Nigerians. With such ambition 

they can try to make the country ungovernable or insecure”(Agi, 1996).  

 

Electioneering:  Election periods in the country seen to be the moment of serious security 

challenge. “While the major political characters intensify their efforts at winning the 

support of the Nigerian Public, Ordinary Nigerians are daily becoming more and more 

apprehensive about the security implications to the country before, during and after the 

election. The general anxiety over the nation’s security is germane and should be a source 

of concern to the government”(Safin. S. Zurmi, Daily Sun Friday January 21, 2011 :19). 

 

Ethnic Violence: We have heard in some area like Plateau and Benue state reprisal attack 

by ethnic militia unleashing insecurity in these areas. While security in some parts of the 

country, like the south-south, south-east and the south-west has been compromised, the 

Northern zone that has always shown a propensity for violent conflict did not disappoint 

security watchers. Starting with the usual religious / ethnic oriented conflict to the Jos 

ethnic / Religious/ political conflicts of 2008 till date. The Northern states have shown that 

security of persons and properties is still far from being realized.  

 

Desire to actualize ethnic agenda: This has become the phenomenon in Nigeria society 

today. Because of certain unsatisfactory or unfavourable situation politically, 

economically, developmentally and so on they would want to be separated from Nigeria. 

We hear of movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) in the south, 

Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) in the South 

East, Oodua People’s Congress (OPC) in the West, Boko Haram in the North, Bakasi Boys’, 

Fulani Herdsmen and Vigilante Group all over the country. Each one of these groups has 

reasons for their agitation (Michael Ezemonye. Vanguard, Dec., 02, 2011).  

 

Implications of insecurity in Nigeria  

Political Implication of Insecurity in Nigeria: “The current security situation in Nigeria 

has forced the political leaders to rethinking national security as Ibrahim Bashir of the 

Daily Sun puts it. This condition demands Nigeria security agencies to rethink and refocus 

the national security resources on the unique character of security threat in Nigeria.” 

(Ibrahim, Thursday March 24, 2011) Nigerians are daily becoming more and more 

apprehensive about the security implication to the country before during and after the 

election. Shafu. S. Zurmi stated that, “the general anxiety over the nation’s security is 

germane and should be a source of concern to the government.” (Daily Sun, Friday January 

21, 2011:19) The weakness of Nigeria’s criminal justice system has been exposed greatly. 
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This has posed a challenge and showed the ineffectiveness and delay in the 

implementation of the policy. Many Nigerians are of the view that the need for a more 

robust legislation on Anti-Terrorism Act must provide the institutional and co-ordination 

frame work for combating and eliminating the act of terrorism in and against the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, provide for additional judicial guidelines to the criminal justice 

system for the effective and speedy prosecution of terrorists and must clearly enable N.S.O. 

to conduct their Anti-Terrorism measures and activities across many of our national 

ethnic-centric, religious, political and social biases.  

 

Very important is whether the government will be willing to take the bold step necessary 

to clearly articulate, communicate and implement whatever policy that is in place. Political 

instability sometimes results from uncontrollable state of insecurity in a nation. The 

growing insecurity challenges in Nigeria are signs of the growing popular discontent with 

the national political system and indication that past election were not free and fair. Many 

years ago John Calvin condemned any practice that could harm or oppress the poorest 

elements in society as spiritually and politically illegitimate. If the government is unable 

to control and solve the problem of insecurity, it means that the government for the 

common has failed. This is because the basic goal of a civilized society is the survival and 

security of life and property. This is very true because when a nation is not secure, it can 

destabilize the economy, agriculture, governance and increases criminality in the society. 

It can also destroy the structure put in place by the government for the political stability.  

 

Religious Implication of Insecurity in Nigeria: The tendency to highjack any form of 

violence and branding it religious is possible. Based on this, irreligious will give it a bad 

name in order to hang it. Religious worship places are being desecrated through blood 

shedding, resulting from indiscriminate bombing of religious worship centres. It scares 

members away from regular religious worship and fellowship.  

 

Insecurity in a nation will help spread or promote false religious faith and practice. Being 

in an insecure condition drives people into many religious groups not by reason of 

believing but for security purposes. In an environment where a particular religion 

commands majority, the resident would like to align with the popular religion for the sake 

of securing their lives and that of their relations and possibly their business investments. 

No business progresses in an insecure environment. Economic, religious activities as well 

as governance can be frustrating on such atmosphere. Religion can play a vital positive 

role of preaching peace and living it out in an environment that is prone to violence. 

Dialogue could be used in a warring environment.  
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Cultural Implication of Insecurity in Nigeria: It is believed that the continuous growth 

and development of ethnic communities into an integrated society based on the Islamic 

solidarity cemented by increased interdependence and harmonization of shared values 

and goals will bring about transformation of a relationship between the various ethnic 

groups. But in a situation where there is insecurity, the desire cannot be materializing.  

 

The incessant taking of life through bombing, shooting and other forms of violence renders 

the sanctity of life which many African cultures uphold to be baseless.  

The problem of suicide bombing which has become a very prominent way of destroying 

lives in the country is an act or practice which is condemned culturally in Nigeria. Writing 

on the abominable practices in Igbo land / culture, Okorocha (2000) pointed out four of 

such practices, “homicide (including poisoning with intent to maim or kill) suicide; killing 

a totem animal or an animal dedicated to spirit, stealing and destroying yams especially 

when planted newly, incest; most of these abominations have to do with life. According to 

him “if life is summumbonum, then anyone who destroys it is committing a most hideous 

crime. Indeed.” Life is valued in all cultures; suicide is abhorred because of the value 

placed on life.  

 

Effects of insecurity in Nigeria  

Increase in Armed Robbery: Once there is insecurity in a society, there is every tendency 

that there must be robbery and armed robbery because nobody is checking the excessive 

nature of human beings. Taking people’s property, looting of money with gun or 

ammunition will be the order of the day. Take for instance, since Imo State prison yard 

was broken for the prisoners to come out, so many homes have been robbed with gun and 

many killed by the bandits. Banks are target, and whenever they visit any bank, the 

manager will be in trouble and if he says no, he will lose his life and money.  

 

Kidnapping: This has been a thorn in the flesh of the society. Everybody is in fear of these 

kidnappers. The trauma is always much. A situation where one is being forced to enter 

into a vehicle with “unknown gun men” and will be taken into a bush which he did not 

know and will be tormented for many days or weeks in the hands of wicked men & ladies 

and will be told a huge amount of money to be paid if not, he will not be released. At times 

when the ransom is paid, the person will still be killed.  

 

Poverty: Some people who have the opportunity to see for the welfare of the state always 

misappropriate the money which was meant for people. Some of them always highjack the 

money and send it to another country or state. 
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Political insecurity as a challenge to development in Nigeria  

“Security is the first priority between the state and the people, when people willingly 

surrendered their sovereignty to government to oversee the survival of all” (Ewetan and 

Urhie 2014:42). “Security is the process put in place to avoid, prevent, reduce or resolve 

violent, conflicts and threats that originated from other states, non-state actors or structural 

socio-political and economic conditions” (Stan, 2004).  

 

“The failure of Nigerian government is geared towards the socio-economic and political 

development challenges confronting Nigeria. And the spate of violence like political 

thuggery, assassination, arson and the activities of kidnappers, terrorism, violent, armed 

robbery, ritual killing, suicide bombing, truncate the development dreams of Nigeria” 

(Omodia, 2015:5.) Therefore, political insecurity constitutes a threat to the development in 

Nigeria. Also it frustrates business activities and demoralizes local foreign investors and 

the slow-down in Nigeria’s socio-economic development (Ewentan and Urhie 2014:40).  

 

Recommendations 

To foster national development and peaceful co-existence in Nigeria, the Nigerian state 

must consider the following: Value/moral education, technical/career education, 

restructuring the Nigerian state, establishment of community policing, development of 

security apparatus, rule of law and quality leadership. In addition, it is recommended that: 

1. Government should declare war on terrorism and seek assistance/advice from 

international communities who have in the time past faced this kind of challenge and were 

able to tackle it. 

2. Government should also beef up more security in the Eastern and Southern parts of the 

country. 

3. Open grazing or Proposal for grazing grounds or/and ranches in all the states of the 

country for Fulani herdsmen should be jettisoned. This will stop the killing of farmers 

whom they graze cattle on their farms in their various states. 

4. Having identified the challenges facing development in Nigeria, which includes political 

deprivation, injustices, leadership failure as a result of bad government. The elimination 

of all these obstacles and vices should be the number one target of governments at all levels 

as development cannot be achieved amidst of insecurity and violence.  

5. The problem of political insecurity can be addressed through the tenets of good 

governance such as accountability, transparency and popular participation in the political 

process, rule of law, protection of human rights and equality of access to every citizen and 

groups to the state power and resources and provision of purposeful and responsible 

political leadership. 
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Conclusion 

This study has shown empirically that bad governance, religious bigotry/extremist and 

insecurity have impacted negatively on economic development of Nigeria. It has made 

government to divert resources meant for development purposes to security votes. Nigeria 

has been included among one of the terrorist countries of the world. Many lives and 

properties have been lost and a large number of citizens rendered homeless. Families have 

lost their loved ones. Many women are now widows. Children become orphans with no 

hope of the future. If Nigeria must exist as a nation, due regard must be given to the 

plurality of the ethnic nationalities in which case, principles of true federalism must be 

adhered to. Political power has to be shared satisfactorily among the component ethno-

cultural communities and resources for development distributed equitably. Nigerian 

nation needs a purposeful leadership that has a vision of how to place its citizens at the 

centre of political project without recourse to ethnic favouritism. The leaders of the various 

religious groups and their membership are urged to embrace dialogue, tolerance and 

respect for each other and also embrace the tenets of their religion which advocates 

peaceful co-existence, love and brotherhood of all mankind. The content and dictates of 

Nigerian constitution should be strictly applied, practiced and utilized as provided. This 

will go a long way in addressing the challenges of insecurity in the socio –political and 

religious development of Nigeria. 

 

References 

Achumba, I. C. (2013). Security challenges in Nigeria and the implications for business 

activities and sustainable development. Journal of Economics and Sustainable 

Development, 4 (2).  

Adagba, O. (2012). Activities of Boko Haram and insecurity question in Nigeria. Arabian 

Journal of Business and Management Review, 1 (9).  

Adele, J. (1985). Federalism, the constitutional state and ethnic conflict in Nigeria. The 

Journal of Federalism, 15 (1).  

Adeola, G. L., &Oluyemi, F. (2012). The political and security implications of cross border 

migration between Nigeria and her francophone neighbours. Internal Journal of 

social Science Tomorrow, 1 (3).  

Barret, R. S. (2003). Issues and perspectives on religion. In J.K. Olupana and T. Falola (eds.) 

Religion and society in Nigeria. Ibadan, Nigeria: Spectrum Books.  

Campbell, A. J. (2009). Underdevelopment and development challenges in Nigeria. Lagos, 

Nigeria: Mac Evans.  

Egbefo, D. O., &Salihu, H. A. (2014). Internal security crisis in Nigeria: Causes, types, 

effects and solutions. Internal Journal of Arts and Humanities (IJAH), 3 (4).   

Ewetan, O. O., & Ese, U. (2014). Insecurity and socio-economic development in Nigeria. 

Journal of Sustainable Development Studies, 5 (1). 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

The Challenges of Insecurity in the Political and Religious Development of Nigeria              104 

Hazen, J. M., & Horner, J. (2007). Small arms, armed violence, and insecurity in Nigeria: The 

Niger Delta in Perspective. Switzerland: Small Arms Survey.  

Igbuzor, O. (2011). Peace and security education: A critical factor for sustainable peace and 

national development. International Journal of Peace and Development Studies, 2 (1). 

Kufor, J. (2012). Nigeria: Imbalanced development causes insecurity in Nigeria. This Day 

Newspaper, Lagos.  

Kukah, M. H. (1993). Religion, politics and power in Northern Nigeria. Ibadan, Nigeria: 

Spectrum Books. 

Ngele, O. K. (2008). Religion, politics and ethnicity: Challenges of pluralism in Nigerian 

development. BasseyAndah Journal, 1, 177-190.  

Nwagboso, C. I. (2012). Security challenges and economy of Nigerian State (2007-2011), 

American International Journal of Contemporary Research, 2 (6).  

Nwanegbo, C. J., &Odigbo, J. (2013). Security and national development in Nigeria: The threat 

of Boko Haram. Retrieved 5.10.2018 from www.ijhssnet.com/.../vol.../29.pdf. 

Nweke, P. O., &Nwachukwu, T. S. (2014). National security issues and challenges in 

Nigeria:  

Which way forward. International Journal of Youth Empowerment and Entrepreneurship 

Development, 1 (1).  

Obiefuna, B. A. C. (2018). Religion and human relations in contemporary Nigeria: The wounds 

the healing. An inaugural lecture of NnamdiAzikiwe University, Awka. Onitsha, 

Nigeria: Noben. 

Omede, J. (2012). Reformatting Nigerian Secondary and Post-Secondary education to meet 

unemployment and security challenges in Nigeria in the 21st century. Research 

Journal in Organizational Psychology and Educational studies (RJOPES), Available at 

http://www.emergingresource.org  

Onifade, C. (2013). Addressing the insecurity challenge in Nigeria: The imperative of moral 

values and virtue ethics. Global Journal of Human Social Science Political Science, 13 

(2). 

Orji, K. E. (2012). National security and sustainable development in Nigeria: Challenges 

from the Niger Delta. African Research Review 6(1), 198-211. 

Soludo, C. C. (2018). The political economy of restructuring the Nigerian Federation. The 

Sun Newspaper, 2nd August 2018.  

United Nations (1998). https://www.tolerance.org>sites>default>files.tt_poverty_hl. 

Adagba O., Ugwu, S.C., Eme, O.I (2012) Activities of Boko Haram and Insecurity Questions 

in Nigeria.Arabian Journal of Business and Management Review Vol. 1 no. 977-99.  

Adejumobi, S (2004). Democracy, Good Governance and Constitutionalism in Africa in 

Akhaine S.C. (Ed). Governance, Nigeria and the world, Lagos, Nigeria. CENCOD. 

Afriqueenligne; March 4, 2012 Nigeria — Insecurity; Drums of Civil strife beat louder in 

Nigeria.  

http://www.ijhssnet.com/.../vol.../29.pdf


Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

The Challenges of Insecurity in the Political and Religious Development of Nigeria              105 

Nnabugwu M.B. (2015). Lumpend Democracy and the Dialectics of Insecurity in Nigeria. 

In studies in politics and society. A  Journal Publication of the Nigerian Political 

Science Association Vol. 2 number 2.  

Ogundiya, S.I. (2010). Democracy and Good Governance: Nigeria’s Dilemma 

AfricanJournal of Political Science and International Relation 46, 201- 208.  

Okorocha, C. The Meaning of Religious Conversion in Africa.Gover Publishing, Hants 

(2014) Vol. 8.  

Omodia S.M. & Allu, M. (2013). Governance and treats to National  

Security in Emerging Democracies: A focus on the Nigerian  

Fourth Republic Research on Humanities and Social Sciences Vol. 3 No. 4.  

2012.  

Onyekpe, J.G.N. (2004). Issues in Development of Nigeria in Akhaine S.O. (Ed.) Governance, 

Nigeria and the World. Lagos, Nigeria: ENCO.  

Ukadike, O.I &Ansi R.O. (2013). Good governance: A Panacea for Peace and Stability in 

Nigeria Nation Public Policy and Administration Research 3(4) 121-125.  

 

 

 

 


