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Abstract 
This work examines the ethical use of force copy. Force copy, which is the 

deliberate compelling of persons to perform a task, especially when it has to do 

with research or assignment against the persons’ volition or will, which in the long 

run may lead to stealing of someone’s work, effort, or intellectual property, and 

this come with grade or serious ethical implications. Copying other people’s work 

or intellectual property and acknowledging same rightly excuses one from the 

“sin” of force copy. But when an individual uses another person’s work or 

intellectual property and fails to appropriately acknowledge them and rather 

presented it as his/her own amounts to ethical issue. This topic can be approached 

in two ways. First, it will address plagiarism and improper citation. Second, it will 

address writing oration and public speeches for a leader or someone in authority, 

among others. Ethical laws are used to correct those who plagiarize and those who 

took other people’s copy or works without acknowledging them. The paper 

borders on ethical issues; therefore, it deals with matter of right or wrong, good 

and bad, just and unjust. This paper adopts ethical and descriptive approach. This 

work argues that force copy at any circumstance or form may be ethically wrong 

and this was using Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative (principle of 

universalizibility). This paper was initially written as contribution to William 

Mchugh conference on “ethical use of force copy”. 
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Introduction 

Religion preaches one form of moral code or the other. It is generally considered as a sin 

to steal, to kill, or to destroy other’s property (Babalola, 2021). Yet the people in society 

have over time consistently acted in ways indicative of the fact that they have completely 

removed considerations of morality from the everyday exercise of their duties (Babalola, 
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2021). This is why most people will upon assumption of office set about corruptly 

enriching themselves and deviating from the moral code. 

 

Morality is derived from the Latin word ‘morals’ and the Greek word ‘Ethikos’, meaning 

the same thing that is character, conduct, manners. Omatseye (1992:50) says, “the term 

ethics and moral under which the notion of good and bad, right and wrong, just and unjust 

are discussed came from Latin words meaning customs. He says, quite often one hears 

another describe something or an action as right or wrong because there has been a 

departure from the way the thing is customarily done, we are so used to seeing a thing 

done in a particular way. But despite the fact that there are customary ways of doing 

things, there are still a lot of situations which pose a moral dilemma because there are 

generally no agreed way of resolving such problems. In such circumstances, moral 

philosophers seek ways of dealing with such problems. 

 

1. Statement of Problem 

Individuals who engaged in research or in case of the entertainment industry are 

encouraged to cite or use other people’s work or idea freely without compelling them. This 

is because no idea is believed to exist in a vacuum. The act of allowing scholars, 

researchers, entertainers, students to use or cite other people’s work or idea inevitably 

gives room for knowledge advancement. However, it has been increasingly disturbing to 

see people use other people’s ideas or works as their own; as if it is original to them. This 

is the direct consequence of force copy. It is taking credit for someone’s labour or effort. 

The problem therefore is should researchers, entertainers be compelled to use or copy other 

people’s works, ideas, intellectual property? If they are discouraged from citing or using 

other people’s idea or work, will this action not impede the growth of knowledge? On the 

other hand, those who are complicity in the act of force copy what deterrent since it is a 

willful or deliberate act?  

 

2. Conceptualization of Terms 

Basically, the terms to clarify here are ethics and force copy. It is germane to understanding 

at what point should force copy be regarded as something morally wrong or morally right. 

Is it something wrong in its self; that is, is force copy intuitively a wrong act? What makes 

it morally wrong? In spite of being wrong, why are some persons still indulging in such 

an act? How should such persons be treated? Invariably, a legal perspective is apt too but 

this is not the direction of this paper.     

 

On the meaning of Ethics 

Ethics is an aspect of axiology; a branch of philosophy which studies the moral behaviour 

of human beings. It could be normative or non-normative, cognitive or non-cognitive. In 
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all, it could be referred to as the branch of value which deals with the principles and 

methods by which morally-right actions may be distinguished from morally-wrong action. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, ethics is “the study of the concepts 

involved in practical reasoning: good, right, duty, obligation, virtue, freedom, rationality, 

choice.” (Blackburn, 2005:121). According to Socrates, ethics is the knowledge of good and 

evils, the knowledge of the wisdom of life. It is concerned with morality, the good life 

(Airoboman, 2011:50).  

 

On the Meaning of Force copy. 

Simply puts, force copy means the following; fake, imitation, imposter, pretend, forgery, 

counterfeit et cetera, false means something not genuine. Something that is presented 

fraudulently as imitation of the original with the intent to steal, destroy or replace the 

original. To use other people’s work or intellectual property without acknowledging them 

or making a clear distinction between one’s ideas and copied ideas amount to false copy.  

The ethics of false copy is evaluating false copy as good or bad act. It sets the rules upon 

which a person’s ideas, works, intellectual property may be protected. This is similar to 

the set of ethical standard “commandments” that Ramon C. Barquin prescribed in his 

paper titled, “The Pursuit of a 'Ten Commandments' for Computer Ethics" (Barquin, 1992). 

Specifically, the sixth and the eight commandments set the tune similar to the one on false 

copy thus:  

 

Commandment 6: Thou shalt not copy or use proprietary software for 

which you have not paid (without permission). Simply put: Refrain from 

copying software or buying pirated copies. Pay for software unless it is 

free. Explanation: Like any other artistic or literary work, software is 

copyrighted. A piece of code is the original work of the individual who 

created it. It is copyrighted in his/her name. In case of a developer writing 

software for the organization she works for, the organization holds the 

copyright for it. Copyright holds true unless its creators announce it is not. 

Obtaining illegal copies of copyrighted software is unethical and also 

encourages others to make copies illegally. 

 

Commandment 8: Thou shalt not appropriate other people's intellectual 

output. Simply put: It is wrong to claim ownership on a work which is the 

output of someone else's intellect. Explanation: Programs developed by a 

software developer are her property. If he is working with an 

organization, they are the organization's property. Copying them and 

propagating them in one's own name is unethical. This applies to any 

creative work, program or design. Establishing ownership on a work 
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which is not yours is ethically wrong. (Ten commandment of the computer 

ethics) 

 

The ethics of force copy harps on the need for individuals to respect the works and 

intellectual property of others. The point must be made that it is not forbidden to use other 

people’s work. In fact, in research, scholars are encouraged to broaden their research by 

citing or making use of other people’s work. That people are encouraged or invariably 

compelled to consult other people’s work does not give them guarantee to copy or imitate 

them as their own. An imitation or copy work is not genuine. In art, Plato describes work 

of arts as imitation of the real. The real for Plato is in the transcendental world of form and 

ideas. Therefore, to copy or imitate is morally bad without acknowledging the source. In 

the next subheading, we shall attempt to situate the ethical use of force copy with real life 

examples.  The act of force copy is similar to the code of ethics of journalism. For instance, 

under the copy right code for journalists, it is recommended that “where a journalist 

reproduces a work, be it in print, broadcast, art work or design, proper acknowledgment 

should be accorded the author” (Ezea, 2012:92).     

  

3. Real Cases of Force Copy 

Plagiarism and Improper Citation 

The word plagiarism is from the Greek word ‘plagion’ meaning ‘a kidnapping’, and the 

Latin word plagiarius ‘meaning kidnapper’. It means to take and use the thoughts, 

inventions of another person as one’s own. According to illustrated Oxford Dictionary. 

And to steal and use the ideas, or writings of another as one’s own according to Universal 

Dictionary.  To plagiarize is to copy another person’s idea, work, and words and pretend 

they are your own (Hornby, 2015). Plagiarism is frequently mentioned in academics and 

some people have been accused of plagiarism. The paper applies to what is morally 

acceptable in the society. There are differences in the concept of what is morally acceptable 

in a given society. 

 

Lynette Eason (2019) writes on how Jordan left home one morning having dropped a 

“suicide note” and disappeared. The family members thought he was going to work but 

shortly he left a girl in his office, Sophie found a note planted in his folder. This girl saw 

the man who planted the note, and he attempted kidnapping her but she was rescued 

shortly after. The car of Jordan disappeared and people searched for him in two days 

before his car was found and later his lifeless body. The family members said knowing the 

kind of person Jordan was he could not have written the note but the handwriting was his. 

They concluded he wrote it with gun pointing at his head, he was threatened. Jordan was 

a police man.  
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Mckinney (1996) writes on a case of murder of Zoe Green. She was murdered when the 

sister was a law student, the case went to the police but no evidence was found to lick the 

killers. Five years later when Claire Green became a lawyer, she took up the case. She went 

to where Zoe was last found, where she attended interview got permission and entered 

the office. She succeeded in taken or stealing the sisters file, After leaving the office, she 

stared through the stolen file. She was a lawyer, who supposed to interpret and uphold 

the law, not break it. She took the file to the police to cross-check the information at the 

homicide section. She removed some information from the file. Later the Association 

discovered the file was stolen because the police wanted it. The stolen file was traced to 

her, she has to return it, but the resume was no longer intact 

     

Beside the above, majority of students in the contemporary schools do not write proper 

citation in assignment, term papers and bachelor degree projects. Many of the youths are 

not book-worms today, they are difficult to control by parents. They are involved in drug 

abuse. In the language of  Barclay (2014) teenagers took off all the time, and it did not 

necessarily mean something bad happened to them. Sometimes the parents go through 

agony when they do not here from their kids and when they have no idea where they are. 

He also said, some girls spend pretty much of every waking moment with their boyfriends, 

sleeping over at each other’s houses, trading clothes, going on school trips. The way-ward 

boys spend money on booze and drugs, drinking liquor of different kinds and smoke 

marijuana.  

 

According to the school proprietors, many parents are anxious to get their children into 

the labour market early. Hence, pressure is exerted on their ward to achieve success very 

early in other to break the circle of poverty, to join the labour force early and stay longer 

to acquire wealth and social status. The parents on the other hands blame the shift on 

society and specifically the change in the demands of the labour market (age above 30years 

need not apply). This notion of course is in support of the Human Capital Theory which 

suggests that individuals who start school earlier also enter the labour market earlier, and 

can collect the returns from their human capital investments (Currie, 2001). 

 

Ajayi (1999) observed that indiscipline, drug addiction, poor social economic background 

of the parents, inadequate motivation on the part of students, lack of information couple 

with teachers nonchalant attitude to work and students negative self concept have often 

resulted into students inconsistent and poor academic  performances.  

 

Howard Roark Building Plan 

In the ‘Fountain Head’ by Ayn Rand (1993) contains some information on ethics and 

values, man’s code of good and evil, with emotional connotation of height, uplift, nobility, 
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reverence, grandeur which pertains to the realm of man’s values. The chief characters in 

the book are: Peter Keating, Grail Wynand and Howard Roark. These characters had 

certain things in common, Peter Keating came from a middle class background, Grail 

Wynand lower background and Howard Roark lower background. The three of them did 

not enjoyed pleasurable childhood. Howard Roark and Peter keating were students, 

classmates and lived in the same house at one stage. Grail Wynand went through hardship 

as a young boy but letter became very rich. Howard Roark was withdrawn from high 

school while studying architecture but he had the skill of preparing a good design or 

building plan. Peter Keating completed the high school programme but he envied Howard 

Roark skill in preparing building plan. 

 

After graduating and already employed in a company, he kept on going to Howard Roark 

to assist him in the preparation of a building plan. Howard Roark will prepare a plan when 

the company gets a contract, Peter will give him little amount. He will submit it after 

making some alteration (changes) and the company will get the contract. Peter Keating 

brought Howard Roark to his company, he was employed but he was individualistic and 

indifferent. He was retrenched when he did not want collaboration, he was stubborn. Grail 

Wynand also employed him so as to use his skill design plans for the company. Grail said, 

he understood that he and Roark started the same way, from nothing. Roark prepares 

drawings of building, some of the drawings were in exposition. Roark said, he does not 

collaborate in his own job. He can cooperate with the workers who erect his buildings, help 

them to lay bricks but they cannot help to design the house ( Ayn,1993, P. 544). 

 

Grail became a great friend of Roark to tap of his skill in architecture matters. Roark was 

in Grail’s employment for sometime before he decided to open his own office. He rented 

two rooms using one as office and put up a signboard, “Howard Roark Architect”. The 

people passing through consulted him and he was able to build houses through it. He was 

also consulted for building plans and they paid the amount he charged unlike when he 

was being used ( Ayn,  pp. 504-696). 

 

Another way to look at force copy is when one writes for a popular person. An oration and 

public speeches to  present in special occasions. This form of writing has been in existence 

since ancient time. According to Charles M. Gray (1973) The humanists wrote orations in 

their closets for fun and gave an oratorical sound to their other forms of writing. They 

encouraged ritualistic speech marking on public occasions and taught style to those who 

needed speeches. Informal mode of literature with good antique pedigrees, such as the 

Dialogue and Letter, were assiduously cultivated. Such forms lent themselves to the 

exploration of moral questions, to a certain casualness of manner. 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 3 September, 2021 

 

Williams Mchugh’s Paper, “Ethical Use of Force Copy”                 113 

Writing public speeches for leaders is common, they simply read through it and make 

some corrections or additions. The secretary may be directed to write for the manager or 

governor. He will not be able to refuse because it is part of the routine work. He is therefore 

compared to do it. The copy is written to the honour or satisfaction of the executive. The 

company’s business is presented in good light, anything that will bring disrepute is 

eliminated. The paper does not look at the backsides of its approved heroes. (Charles, 

1973).  

 

4. Evaluating Ethical use of force copy using Kantian/ Christian Ethics 

The premise from which we will begin our evaluation of ethical use of force copy is from 

the angle of ethical formalism; “the view, especially associated with Kant, that the form of 

a maxim or principle of action can be constrained sufficiently by consistency 

considerations to yield substantial ethical directives”(Blackbourn, 2005:121). The Kantian 

ethics or Christian ethics evaluates action intrinsically. It is the view that opines that 

human actions are inherently bad or good. That is no action is good or bad based on the 

consequences or situation. Rather, they are good or bad in themselves.  Unlike, extrinsic 

views such as situationism, utilitarianism, consequentialism, which judge human actions 

as right or wrong based on the consequences or results. If the action produces bad result 

then the action is bad but if it produces good results then it is good. The rightness or 

wrongness of an action depends on the end results. Actions are not inherently wrong or 

inherently good, it is the end product that determines their rightness or wrongness.  

 

X-raying the use of force copy from the Kantian/Christian ethics, we see that the action of 

force copy is inherently bad in itself. Especially when we view it from Kantian categorical 

imperatives or moral rules, which describes what we must do whether we want to or not, 

these rules have authority quite separate from the inclinations we have (Elliott, 2000:447). 

It must be pointed out that Kant believes that these moral rules are known by reason. All 

humans are rational; hence, they are morally obligated to act in accordance or to the 

dictates of reason. Kant substantiated his argument by stressing that moral value of an act 

derives from its maxim, not from its consequences. In this case, you may be helping others 

by refraining them from imitating or impersonating other persons’ works. You may think 

of this as an act of love or charity. Certainly, you may be acting on the maxim that you 

should not imitate or impersonate other people’s work. Alternatively, when you don’t 

imitate or impersonate other people’s work, you perhaps are thinking of this as a way of 

making or putting others in your place. Here the maxim of your action might be that you 

should place others in your position. To see what moral your action has, look at the maxim 

you had in mind that led you not to imitate or impersonate.  

This point is further buttressed by Sober (2000:448) thus: 
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The reason we need to look at the agent’s motive, and not at the action’s 

consequences, isn’t hard to grasp. Kant describes a shopkeeper who never 

cheats his customers. The reason is that he’s afraid that if he cheats them, 

they will stop patronizing his store. Kant says that the shopkeeper does 

the right thing, but not for the right reason. He acts in accordance with 

morality, but not from morality. To discover the moral value of an action, 

Kant says we must see why the actor performs it; the consequences of the 

actions don’t reveal this. If the shopkeeper acts by applying the maxim 

“Always be honest,” his action has moral value. If, however, his action is 

a result of the maxim “Don’t cheat people if it….    

 

Furthermore, the view that once an action cannot be universalized then it is morally bad 

has also been buttressed by Kant. Lewis White Beck (1959:ix) who translated the work of 

Kant renders it thus: “act only according to that maxim by which you can at the same time 

will that it should become a universal law.” In other words, “when you are about to do X, 

ask yourself whether you can will that everyone else act in the same way. If the answer is 

Yes, then, says Kant, you may be assured that you are acting out of duty or with a good 

will.” (Miller, 1992:460). The question that follows then is, can the act of force copy be 

universalized? Certainly the answer is no! Therefore is a morally wrong action. Similarly, 

Kant in his book Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals provides another insight that 

repudiates the ethical use of force copy. Kant argues that humans should never be treated 

as means but as end. For an individual to engage in the act of force copy as means to 

achieving other ends without consideration of the owner(s) works/ideas is morally wrong.    

Conclusion: Looking at the topic from school situation, many students are now using copes 

collected from internet without citation. The teachers told them to write assignments but 

they are too busy or careless to sit down do the work. In my class 50 students will write 

term paper without bibliography or references. Such papers are presented with the 

intention of satisfying their teacher but the papers are not really their own. The same 

applies to a secretary writing a speech for his or her manager. The manager will be happy 

after delivering the speech but he is not the real owner. When I saw this topic I said I need 

a co-author, therefore I called someone from Philosophy Department.   
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