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Abstract 
Terrorism, whether domestic, state, regional or even international has been a 

teething problem confronting humanity in recent times. This academic paper is 

thus a vivid historical analysis of the Taliban terrorist group in Afghanistan and 

its implications on global security. As it were, virtually all the continents of the 

world today are grappling seriously with the challenges of global security threats 

due to the rising spate of terrorism. This, of course, has given impetus and aptness 

to the topicality of the discourse on terrorism and other global security issues. 

Using the system theory, the paper in its analytical elaboration reveals the extent 

to which conflict escalation in one state could affect the entire global system. 

Furthermore, it argues that in Afghanistan the Taliban insurgency on one hand, 

and the seizure of power by the Taliban group on the other hand in August 2021, 

pose serious local, regional and global terroristic threats within the contemporary 

Westphalian state system which have evidently led to several humanitarian crises 

presently being faced by Afghan nationals and non-nationals. Hence, the fight 

cum campaign against terrorism in itself should be strategically and holistically 

prosecuted by both state actors and non-state actors for the continued maintenance 

of international peace and security. 
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Introduction 

Talibanism and terrorism constitute two core concepts and themes in the contemporary 

discourses on international terrorism, global security and strategic studies. The 

philosophical foundation of Talibanism is associated with the emergence of the Taliban 

terrorist organization and its insurgent activities in Afghanistan. While the Taliban’s 

terroristic insurgency has over the years become a major security threat to the global 

world, more especially, in this era of globalization, with the seizure of power in August 

2021, and control of governmental apparatuses by the Taliban. As Gilbert (2013) would 

say, the forces of globalization have virtually compacted the contemporary international 

system into a global village. Indeed, virtually all the continents of the world today are 

seriously grappling with the palpable challenges of global security issues (Ubani, 2018). 
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This is evident given the proliferation of several international terrorist organizations that 

exist in the world and their notable international terrorist attacks. 

 

However, since September 11, 2001, due to the rising spate of terrorist attacks across 

national boundaries, the issue of terrorism has come to dominate international politics and 

particularly the foreign policies of the United States of America. For instance, the 9/11 Al-

Qaeda attack on the World Trade Centre in the United States has increasingly remained 

an ugly and unforgettable experience of the American state as far as global terrorism is 

concerned. Global terrorism has manifested in various ways over centuries across the 

international system inflicting terror, hopelessness and death on many (Ejituwu & Uranta, 

2020). This essentially means that not even the American state is secured despite being 

highly conscious of her sophisticated strategic military environment as part of her 

deliberate policy of national security. Besides, between 1992 and 2011 and also till date, a 

lot of destructive international terrorist attacks have been witnessed all over the globe 

(Ubani, 2018). Commenting on the global terrorism statistics, Alapiki (2015) clearly 

reported that: 

   

Terrorism started to make headlines in the 1970s and reached a pinnacle 

in the mid-1980s. From 1975 to 1984, the average number of reported 

terrorist attacks increased from ten per week to nearly ten every day. In 

1985, it was observed that 10% of the world’s countries account for 60% of 

the world’s terrorist attacks. A study on terrorist incidences in 112 

countries from 1975 to 1997 (22 years) revealed that the Middle East had 

the highest proportion of international terrorist incidents. Europe ranked 

second. Africa, Asia and the Americans experienced considerably fewer 

international terrorist attacks in comparison with the Middle East (p.18). 

 

Similarly, he also reported thus: 

More than 80% of arrested terrorists in Europe and the United States are 

members of the Muslim in diaspora, mostly second and third generation 

immigrants. After 9/11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre in New 

York, the tempo of terrorist attacks has increased. The statistics show that 

from 2001 to 2005 alone terrorist attacks rose from 1732 to 4995. A year 

later, they rose to 6659 (p.18). 

 

It is in this context therefore that Gilbert (2014) argued that amongst the various systematic 

destruction of lives and property by the Boko Haram insurgent group fighting against the 

Nigerian state that the 26 August 2011, bombing of the United Nations (UN) building in 

Abuja by a suicide bomber is linked to this group owing to the death of 50 persons.  
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In Alapiki’s view (2015, p.2) terrorism is perhaps the most challenging problem of our time 

nationally and internationally. It is infact a phenomenon that has generally continued to 

be a source of global security concern to political scientists, scholars of international 

relations cum strategic studies. Thus, Gahia (2008) noted that terrorist bombings took place 

in Indonesia in 2002, Madrid (Spain) in 2004 and Jordan in 2005 and also before the 

foregoing incidents; there were the destruction of Pan Arm Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 

Scotland in 1988; the 1995 bombing of the Federal Building in Oklahoma in the United 

States in which 168 lives were lost, and the bombing of the United States embassies in 

Kenya and Tanzania in 1998. Apparently, these are serious pointers to international 

terrorist attacks and even more. This also underscores the ever-rising international 

terrorist organizations which of course the Taliban is one of such. Alapiki (2015, p.8-9) 

notwithstanding listed some major terrorist organizations in the world like: 

(1) Liberation of Tigers or Tamil Eelam, Sri Lanka 

(2) Mujahedin-E-Khalq Organization, Worldwide 

(3) National Liberation Army, Colombia 

(4) Palestine Islamic Jihad-Shiqaqi Faction, Middle East 

(5) Shining Path, Peru 

(6) Abu Sayyaf Group, Philippines 

(7) Al-Qaeda Worldwide 

(8) Al-Jihad, Egypt  

(9)  Armed Islamic Group, Algeria, France 

(10)  Harakat UI-Mujahidin, Kashmir, Afghanistan, Pakistan 

(11)  Hizballah, Lebanon 

(12)  Revolutionary People’s struggle, Greece 

(13)  Kach, Israel, West Bank 

(14)  Kurdistan Workers’ Party, Turkey, Europe 

(15)  Hamas, Israel, Occcupied Territories, Jordan etc. 

 

Arising from the above, it is obvious that the proliferation of international terrorist groups 

has kept the United Nations on its toes (as the most globalistic intergovernmental 

organization). For example, the United Nations in its charter has been charged with vast 

responsibilities for the maintenance of international peace and security (Gilbert & Thom-

Otuya, 2005). On the other hand, individual state actors in the contemporary international 

political system may have become more pragmatically preoccupied with the issues of 

global security in recent times vis-à-vis the articulation and implementation of their foreign 

policies. Perhaps, it is noteworthy that with the steady growth in their activities, terrorist 

groups have effectively joined insurgents and revolutionaries as veritable challengers of 
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states traditional monopoly of force or violence while posing a severe threat to global 

security (Gahia, 2008). 

 

Furthermore, Gahia (2008) stated that the United States, in response to the attacks on the 

Pentagon and the world Trade Centre, declared a war on terror, hence, the invasion of 

Afghanistan by America for the removal the Taliban from power and to fight terrorism as 

well as the termination of Saddam Hussein’s alleged programme for the development of 

nuclear weapons of mass destruction (WMD), speaks volume of the fact that the issue of 

global terrorism is seriously frowned at. 

 

However, precisely in 2001, the Taliban terrorist group was removed from power by the 

U.S troops and its North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) forces in Afghanistan, and 

after about two decades, the group in 2021 returned to power by eventually removing the 

U.S backed Afghan government. This became possible largely due to the continued Taliban 

insurgency regardless of the counterinsurgency operations by the U.S led NATO forces 

and the 2020 peace agreement between President Donald Trump administration and the 

Taliban. Against this backdrop therefore, this paper examines the nexus between 

Talibanism and terrorism in Afghanistan cognizant of its global security implications. 

Hence, terrorism in itself has been a major threat to humanity in particular and the highly 

globalized world in general. 

 

Conceptual Explications and Literature Review 

Terrorism 

Various academic, institutional and scholarly definitions have been offered on the concept 

of terrorism. However, there is actually no consensus definition of terrorism. This is 

largely due to the background and personal orientational biases of the definers and 

institutions. According to Lutz and Lutz (2005) as cited in Collins (2010, p.341), terrorism 

involves the use of violence or threat by an organized group to achieve political objectives. 

The violence is directed against a target audience that extends beyond the immediate 

victims who are often innocent civilians. Further, while a government can be either the 

perpetrator of violence or the target, it is considered an act of terrorism only if one or 

both actors, is not a government and finally terrorism is a weapon of the weak. 

 

In the view of professor Richard Betts, terrorism is the premier form of asymmetric warfare 

and as a result, it is the use of violence against innocent civilians to advance political aims 

(Nau, 2009). But Yonah (1976) as quoted by Alapiki (2015, p. 4) aptly defined terrorism as 

“the use of violence against random civilian targets in order to intimidate or create 

generalized pervasive fear for the purpose of achieving political goals”.  
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The US Department of Defense considers terrorism as “the calculated use of violence or 

threat of violence to inculcate fear, intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or 

societies in the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious, or ideological,” while, 

the UN General Assembly (Resolution 49/60) describes terrorism as “criminal acts 

intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the general public” (Alapiki,2015, p.4). 

Apparently, in the words of Holmes (2007, p.11), for an act to be identified as terrorism, it 

has to show the following set of characteristic features: 

1) It involves violence, both actual and threatened, which often appears to be 

random and is designed to incite widespread fear (that is, intimidate). 

2) It disregards conventional rules of warfare, typically drawing no distinction 

between combatants and non-combatants in directing its violence. 

3) It ultimately has a political objective, though this may be purely negative 

(revenge, anarchy), negative as a first stage (for example, destruction of a state 

or regime, but with a longer term aim of creating a new political unit or regime), 

or unclear to those not involved in the terrorist activity; the political objective 

may also be connected to religious objectives. 

4) Its perpetrators consciously break the state laws of countries  in which they 

operate. 

5) Its perpetrators usually seek publicity for their cause 

6) It is not per se oriented towards material benefit. 

7) It is carried out by non-state actors. 

8) It must be perceived by a significant proportion of the target population and/o0r 

the state as terrorism. 

 

However, it is important to acknowledge that terrorism is usually aimed at making 

political statements and achieving political objectives by the actors involved through their 

sentimentalities predicated on religious convictions. Terrorism is expressly associated 

with outright violence against the people. 

 

Security 

The term security has been subjected to different interpretations by different scholars. 

Security itself simply emphasizes freedom from threats to core values for both individuals 

and groups. In other words, it has to do with the measures taken by states to ensure the 

safety of their citizens, the protection of their way of life and the survival of their nation-

state (Lamy et al, 2013). In Ibeanu’s view, security means the condition of feeling safe from 

harm or danger as well as the defense, protection and preservation of one’s core value 

(Gahia, 2008, p.103). To Nnoli (2006), security in an objective sense can be measured by the 

absence of threat, anxiety or danger. 
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Be that as it may, Thom-Otuya (2016, p.15) citing Imobighe (1992), conceives security as 

freedom from danger or threats to a nation’s ability to protect and develop itself, promote 

its cherished values and legitimate interests and enhance the well-being of its people. To 

Oselebor (2012) as cited in Gilbert and Gilbert (2015, p.322), “it is a condition of protection 

against danger or loss. In military standpoint, it is a condition of establishment and 

maintenance of protective measures that can guarantee inviolability from hostile enemies. 

This includes internal and external threats”. Again, Buzan also in Gilbert and Gilbert (2015) 

sees security as:  

 

The pursuit of freedom from threat; when this discussion is in the context 

of international relations, security is about the abilities of states and 

societies to maintain their independence and their functional integrity 

(p.323). 

Given the above conceptualization of security, Gilbert et al (2009) argued that the realist 

scholars have always defined it in terms of state-centrism and militarism, until in the post-

Cold War era when other scholars and international organizations reconsidered this 

important concept and expanded it to include personal, environmental, social and other 

threats. By implication therefore, security in its ideal sense would continue to be centred 

on the good of the people of any given social cum political milieu and that in itself is all 

about humanity. 

 

National Security 

The concept of national security is equally characterized by several definitive perspectives. 

Thom-Otuya (2016) views it as peace and stability in the community. Given that security 

itself has various components which may include food security, political security, 

economic security, energy security, human security, environmental security etc. While, 

Isike et al (2008), noted that the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in its 

1994 Human Development Report had particularly maintained that threats to human 

security occur in at least seven distinct areas of human existence such as community 

security, economic security, environmental security, food security, health security, 

personal security and political security.  

 

In essence, the implication of this fact is that the concept of security is holistic in its nature 

and also all-embracing which of course can be better appreciated in the context of national 

security issues. The Grand Strategy for National Security of Nigeria thus defines national 

security as: 
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The aggregation of the security interests of oil individuals, communities, 

ethnic groups, political entities and institutions that inhabit the territory of 

Nigeria (as cited in Bassey &Dokubo, 2011, p.92). 

 

 National security is a cherished value associated with the physical safety of individuals, 

groups or nation-states, together with a similar safety of their other most cherished values 

(Nnoli, 2006, p. 6). It is one of the barometers by which the general well-being of a state is 

measured since the emergence of the Westphalian state system in 1648 and this is done by 

assessing the incidence or nonexistence of threats to a state’s collective interest internally 

and externally (Gilbert & Gilbert, 2015, p.323). Gilbert and Gilbert (2015) further remarked 

that national security exceeds the protection of territorial integrity of a state which includes 

the preservation of peace, general well-being and interests of both the state the citizens in 

any given state. Thus, it is in a nutshell the strategic doctrine and preoccupation of every 

state actor against the outright violation of its territory, sovereignty and also safeguarding 

the rights of its citizenry within the contemporary international political (state) system. 

 

Global Security 

Given the meanings of security and national security, global security is also 

interchangeably used as international security. It is therefore the amalgamation of 

measures taken by states and international organizations, such as the United Nations, 

European Union and others, to ensure mutual survival and safety. These measures include 

military action and diplomatic agreements such as treaties and conventions. International 

and national securities are invariably linked. Hence, international security is national 

security or state security in the global arena ('https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intemational 

Security 20/01/2022). However, Buzan and Hansen (2009) observed that with the end of the 

second World War in 1945, a new academic field of study called security studies developed 

emphasizing on international security. He contended that it started as an independent area 

of study which was absorbed as a sub-field of international relations. Infact, since the 

1950s, it has remained the heart of international relations studies (Sheehan, 2005). For 

Kolodziej (2005), international security can be likened to a Tower of Babel, while Paris 

(2004) considers it as “in the eye of the beholder”. The importance of international security 

can no longer be overlooked. And so, it is noteworthy that contemporary international 

relations are characterized by a high degree of interdependence especially in the 

communication, economic, transport and educational spheres (Gilbert, 2013). According 

to Gilbert (2013, p. 38), interdependence simply means a relationship in which two or more 

actors are sensitive and vulnerable to each other’s behavior and in which actions taken by 

one affects the other. This implies that the concept of international security is an all 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intemational%20Security
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intemational%20Security
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embracing one, especially as it concerns the totality of interactions between state actors 

and non-state actors in the international system. Put differently, it should be noted that the 

concept of international security actor has extended since the 1990s in all directions, from 

nations to groups, individuals, international systems, NGOs, and local governments 

(Rothschild, 1995).  Consequently, the study of international security as more than a study 

of threats, but also that which threats can be tolerated and do require immediate action 

(Buzan, 2000).   

 

The Nexus Between Talibanism and Terrorism 

Although, the study of terrorism emphasizes it as an instrument of political negotiation, 

but sadly it has equally been identified as one of the greatest security challenges 

confronting common humanity in the contemporary international system. Terrorism, 

according to Goldstein and Pevehouse (2009, p.198), refers to political violence that targets 

civilians deliberately and indiscriminately. And this is a clear case of global insecurity 

which Afghanistan has seemingly had its fair share given the destructive attacks and 

activities of the Taliban terrorist group. The pains of this terrorist group leave in its wake, 

tears of sorrow and devastation, tales of death and injuries, destruction of properties and 

displacement of people, kidnapping and hostage taking and other humanitarian crises and 

insecurity challenges, so much so that Afghanistan has become more like a theatre of war 

as well as the Hobbesian state of nature.  

 

Thus, Samson (2021) noted that the war on terrorism in Afghanistan is the longest that the 

US has ever fought in its history. Generally, the current global security implications of 

terrorism are very much evidenced in the 9/11 terrorist attacks, American’s withdrawal 

from Afghanistan, and moreover the 15th August, 2021 news of the eventual toppling of 

the Afghan government by the Taliban (Samson, 2021). This is a portrayal of the fact of the 

extent to which the totality of the international system could be trembly affected by the 

existence of terrorist organizations all around the world. This portends a major global 

security threat. 

 

Beyond the national implications of terrorism, Etido-Inyang and Nweke (2020) reported 

that governments of West African countries have taken several measures to address the 

Boko Haram terrorism in the region. This is because the activities of the Boko Haram 

terrorist group have adversely impacted on the West African sub-regional security 

architecture. Hence, Alapiki (2015) maintains that terrorism is perhaps nationally and 

internationally the most challenging problem of our time. Since no continent is totally free 

from it and may be potentially attacked anyday and anytime by terrorist groups.  
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Theoretical Framework 

Considering the fundamental issues of terrorism on global security, it is therefore apropos 

for this paper to adopt the system theory as its guiding principle. Essentially, a system has 

to do with a set of units, parts or entities which engages in mutual interaction with one 

another so as to perform coordinated functions of the whole system. Put differently, a 

system is a complete whole with various units working interdependently and 

cooperatively with one another in which any dysfunction of a part or unit will 

automatically affect the functioning of the system as a whole. Gilbert (2013, p.114) noted 

that Ludwig Von Bertanaffly, a biologist developed the General System Theory in the 1920s 

but David Easton (1953), became the first to apply it to the analysis of political issues. 

 

The relevance of this theory is therefore predicated on the rationalization that 

Afghanistan as a sovereign state actor constitutes an integral part of the contemporary 

Westphalian state system. No state can function in isolation but every state plays a 

complementary role of maintaining peace and security within her geographical territories 

and beyond, more especially as member states of the United Nations (UN). 

 

Similarly, it is believed that whatever poses threat to any member state of the UN will in 

turn have attendant consequences on the international system cum international 

community, if not decisively tackled in order to forestall its escalation and domino effect. 

For instance, the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan which led to recapturing of power by 

overthrowing the democratic government of President Ashraf Ghani could become a 

regionalized and globalized conflict. Conflict in itself affects the social equilibrium. This is 

due to the fact that every disturbance in the system is also considered as a disturbance of 

the system. Thus, terrorist activities generally point to states national security threats on 

one hand, and global security threats on the other hand. The international system is then 

threatened and put in a state of disequilibrium characterized by international conflicts and 

several humanitarian issues, focusing on the happenings in the present-day Afghanistan. 

 

Brief Historical Beginnings and Synopsis of the Activities of the Taliban 

Taliban’s origin is traceable to the 1970’s due to the invasion of Afghanistan by the former 

Soviet Union. That is, during bipolarism or the Cold War era. According to Gilbert and 

Thom-Otuya (2005), Cold War was a protracted period of East-West tension, suspicions 

and hostilities. Based on this, the United States became threatened that the Soviet Union 

was probably maximizing her power base by invading Afghanistan, which the Soviet 

Union claimed that such invasion was with a view to rebuilding the Afghan’s depressed 

economy. 
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Therefore, the Taliban as a resistance and reactionary movement aiming to eject the Soviet 

troops from Afghanistan emerged. The Taliban, in summary and no doubt, is a 

fundamentalist Islamic militia as well as an Islamic Sunni movement of the Mujahadeen 

under the auspices of the Pakistani’s Intelligence Agency (PIA) spearheaded by 

Mohammed Omar (supreme commander and spiritual leader), following a strict 

interpretation of sharia law that took over Afghanistan consequent upon the Soviet 

withdrawal in the 1990s. And so, it became a highly celebrated so-called liberation 

movement before the imposition of her rule and draconian restrictions apparently 

antithetical to human rights. For example, women were not permitted to work, purse 

formal education and perhaps allowed outside their homes which could only be done fully 

covered with a burqa and being accompanied by male relatives as the case may be. 

 

Another account of the origin of the Taliban is an indication of the fact that it was founded 

in 1994, by Mohammed Omar, as a movement of religious group of Pashtun descents in 

Afghanistan (Samson, 2021). The Pashtun is the largest tribe in the caliphate. The group 

therefore metamorphosed into a jihadist sect whose objective is primarily the imposition 

of its own version of Shariah Law on Afghanistan and subsequently the international 

community (Samson, 2021). 

 

However, after Afghanistan gained independence from the former Soviet Union, she was 

seriously hit by a civil war in which various factional groups were seen scrambling for 

control and supremacy. Cognizant of this struggle for power, a new group sprang up 

under the auspices of Pakistan, the United States, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates. Infact, the so-called Koran students or Taliban, had inadvertently become the 

unlikely group on which the Afghans hopes for the restoration of peace rested. The 

Taliban, as a matter of necessity vowed to topple corrupt regime in Kabul (Afghanistan’s 

capital city), so as to put an end to the conflict and above all achieve reconciliation (Ubani, 

2018). By 1996, the country was taken over by them in terms of governmental control. By 

this singular act, they lack international diplomatic recognition world over even with their 

return to power in August 2021 in Kabul, but a few other Islamic states may have overtly 

or covertly recognized them. An overview of the Taliban significant terrorist activities and 

attacks will suffice: 

1) 2002 Kabul bombing  

2) 2008 Barcelona terror plot 

3) 10 January 2017 Afghanistan bombings 

4)  30 June 2016 Afghanistan bombings 

5)  Airstan incident 

6)  American University of Afghanistan attack 

7)  2011 Afghanistan Ashura bombings 
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8)  2016 Bagram Airfield bombing 

9)  2017 Camp shaheen attack 

10)  German consulate in Mazar-i-sharif attack 

11)  Hostage incident at Qargha Reservoir/Lake Qara June 2012 

12)  2008 bombing of Indian embassy in Kabul 

13)  2011 inter-continental Hotel Kabul attack 

14)  2018 inter-continental Hotel Kabul attack 

15)  Jaghalkani-i-Takhta Pul massacres 

16)  February 2010 Kabul attack 

17)  May 2010 Kabul bombing 

18)  June 2013 Kabul bombings 

19)  August 2015 Kabul attacks 

20)  10 August 2015 Kabul suicide bombing 

21)  22 August 2015 Kabul suicide bombing 

22)  February 2016 Kabul bombing 

23)  April 2016 Kabul attack 

24)  August 2016 Kabul attack 

25)  2018 Kabul ambulance bombing 

26)  Kabul attack on Canadian Embassy guards 

27)  Kunduz-Takhar highway hostage crisis 

28)  2009 bombing of Indian embassy in Kabul 

29)  2015 Kabul parliament attack 

30)  2008 Kabul Serena Hotel attack 

31)  2014 Kabul Serena Hotel attack 

32)  2009 NATO Afghanistan headquarters bombing 

33)  2015 Park Palace guest-house attack 

34)  Sarposa prison attack of 2008 

35) September 2011 Kabul attack 

36) 2015 Spanish Embassy attack in Kabul 

37) August 2021 Kabul Airport attack 

38) August 2021 final takeover of power in Kabul (the second terroristic missionary 

journey). Listed in https://en.rn.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliban attacks retrieved on 

23/06/2018 and the researcher’s compilation from available historical archives). 

 

Given the foregoing, it is no longer a gainsaying that the Taliban is now truly the most 

vigorous insurgent and terrorist group in Afghanistan having been initially conceived as 

a messianic liberation movement against the soviet power’s invasion in Afghanistan. It 

should be noted also that the terrorist activities of the Taliban are still on-going (despite 

the U.S special forces invasion owing to the 9/11 attacks and the consequent dismantling 

https://en.rn.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliban
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of the Afghan Taliban’s government). But, the current takeover of government in 

Afghanistan and the US and NATO withdrawal are indicative of this obvious fact. Thus, 

several lives and property are being lost on a daily basis in Afghanistan and this calls for 

some degree of serious global security concerns. 

 

The Taliban Insurgency in Afghanistan: Implications for Global Security 

The activities of all designated foreign terrorist organizations within the contemporary 

international system, from all appearances, pose serious threats to global peace and 

security which the Taliban is notably one of such groups. The Taliban insurgency in 

Afghanistan came to be a matter of both national and global security concerns. Insurgency 

is therefore an armed opposition to constituted authority (a regime) by any domestic 

group, in other words, it is a politically- inspired and organized armed opposite to the 

government (Gahia, 2008). Though, this is happening in Afghanistan and it is also a local 

conflict which is capable of engulfing the entire Central Asian region bordering Pakistan 

to the East and Iran to the West. By implication, the entire world might also be colossally 

devastated due to its escalation. 

 

Gilbert (2014), while commenting on profiling African conflicts in the post-Cold War era, 

therefore noted succinctly that: 

 

Internal conflicts are usually localized and they occur between a state 

government and a/some domestic resistance group(s). Regional conflicts 

are those that occur among two or more countries in a given geographical 

locality of the world, while international conflicts can be described as the 

conflicts that involve two or more states from different geographical parts 

of the world. It is however pertinent to note that a regional conflict can 

also be generally categorized as an international conflict because of the 

involvement of sovereign countries within the international system. 

Secondly, an internal conflict could be transformed into either a regional 

or an international conflict when there is overt intervention by other 

(p.154).    

 

Historically, it would be recalled that the Taliban insurgency gained more momentum 

shortly after the group was ousted vis-a-vis the 2001 war in Afghanistan by the US and its 

NATO allies. The Taliban forces fought against the Afghan governments formerly led by 

President Hamid Karzai and President Ashraf Ghani respectively, and against the US- led 

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). Without doubt, the conflict has spread to 

some degree over the Durand Line border to neighbouring Pakhtunkhwa (https: 
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en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliban insurgency 22/06/2018) and, more especially, with the 

return of the Taliban to power in August 2021. 

 

 Infact, Samson (2021) reported that as the US and NATO prepared for withdrawal of their 

troops from Afghanistan (the Islamic State) after 20 years of prosecuting the war, the 

immediate past President Ashraf Ghani vaunted his military firepower and also affirmed 

his government has the capacity to defeat the Taliban. Unfortunately, the world became 

awestricken when the unexpected ensued as the Taliban overwhelmingly conquered the 

Afghan military within two weeks despite being equipped and trained by the best and 

strongest soldiers on the planet- the US Army which the Afghan troops outnumbered the 

Taliban fighters in a ratio of 300,000 to 80,000 (Samson, 2021). This resulted in the eventual 

overthrow of President Ghani led Afghan government by the Taliban.  

 

In retrospect, it is interesting to note that, following the partial withdrawal of the US and 

NATO troops from Afghanistan, the Taliban rapidly overran the majority of Afghanistan’s 

provinces in the first half of August (Thematic Report, 2021). However, it should be noted 

also that the activities and operations of the Taliban insurgents have led to serious 

humanitarian crises within and outside Afghanistan. Several lives and property have been 

destroyed as well as the sabotage of Afghan socio- economic activities. For example, over 

3,750 civilian casualties have been reported between 1 May and mid-August, compared to 

less than 2,800 civilian casualties reported in the first four months of 2021 (Thematic 

Report, 2021). On the other hand, there was an increased armed conflict that resulted in 

over 23,000 conflict -related fatalities between May-July, almost double what was reported 

between January-April (Thematic Report, 2021).  And so, the issues of hunger, poverty, 

unemployment and epidemics are now on the increase. 

 

The issue of refugees in Afghanistan has particularly become a continuous nightmare. Its 

global security impact has obviously manifested in the fragrant violation of human rights. 

In 2015, the Amnesty International report confirmed the Taliban are responsible for the 

mass murder and multiple gang-rape of Afghan women and children (Samson, 2021). 

Sadly, and pathetically enough, Samson (2021) further noted this, when he observed that 

the strict interpretation of sharia law, has likewise deprived the girls and women from 

attending schools in Afghanistan thereby compounding the problem of global illiteracy. 

Obviously, whereas, the Taliban’s version of Sharia Law forbids a host of actions such as 

education, employment and sport for women, and liberation for the general populace 

legitimate in Afghanistan constitution (Samson, 2021).  

 

Hitherto, the bombing of foreign embassies by the Taliban insurgents also posed security 

threat to Western interests and investments in Afghanistan. In reality, it is believed that 
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the escalation of the conflict (war) situation has attendant disastrous consequences both 

regionally and globally. For example, the insurgency in Afghanistan has spilled over in 

Pakistan thereby becoming internal and external complexities that even the United States 

and the rest of the world are confronted with. The US withdrawal from Afghanistan 

portends yet another serious global security implication as far as the fight against 

international terrorism is concerned. This is evidenced by the singular reason that the 

Taliban government in contemporary Afghanistan could serve as a motivation for several 

other terrorist groups to overthrow legitimate governments across the world. And this of 

course affects the totality of humanity and the global system. According to Isike et al (2008), 

Susan Rice, a former under-secretary of state for African affairs in the Clinton 

administration, aptly captured the reality of Africa’s human security dilemma and its 

vulnerability to terrorism and insurgency, when she stated that: 

 

Africa is the world’s soft underbelly for global terrorism, an incubator for 

the foot soldiers of terrorism because its young, disaffected, unhealthy and 

uneducated population often have no stake in government or faith in the 

future, so the harbour an easily exploitable discontent with the status quo 

(p.25-26). 

 

The obvious implication of the above statement is that the continent of Africa and perhaps 

the rest of the world may have suffered or likely to suffer in hands of terrorists. For Alapiki 

(2015), the world has become a global village, hence it does not matter anymore which part 

of the world one lives in. He further remarked that the unfortunate reality is that terrorism 

has gone global and every citizen of this world is equally susceptible and vulnerable. In 

corroboration of this, Shelton (2006) as cited in Isike et al (2008) argued that the US has 

recognized Africa as a future potential base for terrorist attacks against her due to Africa’s 

“proximity to the Arabian Peninsula, the failed state of Somalia, and the large number of 

countries in Africa where the government’s control is weak and policing poor” (p.26). As 

a result, Shelton was also of the opinion that widespread poverty and general disorder 

offer terrorists the opportunity to establish bases and support systems and to recruit active 

group members (Isike et al, 2008).  

 

According to Alapiki (2015, p.15), the Taliban is reported to be the third wealthiest terrorist 

organization with an estimated annual revenue over $400 million. He also contended that 

much of its revenue comes from a tightly controlled drug (opium) trade, human 

trafficking, extortion, as well as large donations from foreign organizations who support 

its goal for an Islamic state. Given the August 15th, 2021, takeover of government by the 

Taliban, there is the tendency that the group might have become richer than it was, since 

they can as a matter of fact comfortably sponsor the annexation of territories and the 
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outright takeover of power by other ideologically oriented terrorist groups in the world 

geared towards achieving their Islamization agenda.  

 

Table: Richest Terrorist Organizations in the World 

S/N Name of Organization Location Amount 

1 Islamic State in Syria and Iraq Iraq and Syria 2 billion dollars 

($2bn) 

2 Irish Republic Army Ireland - UK 450 million dollars 

($450m) 

3 The Taliban Afghanistan 400 million dollars 

($400m) 

4 Al-Qaeda Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

Worldwide 

400 million dollars 

($400m) 

5 Revolutionary Armed Forces 

of Columbia 

Columbia 350 million dollars 

($350m) 

6 Lakshir Tayyiba Pakistan, India 100 million dollars 

($100m) 

7 Boko Haram Nigeria, Chad, Niger, 

Cameroon 

Over 70 million 

dollars ($70m) 

 Source: Alapiki (2015, p.17). 

 

Interestingly, since September 11, 2001, it became expressly obvious that the scale of the 

destruction wrought by Al-Qaeda that day did much to delegitimize all groups who use 

violence for political purposes because it suddenly presented the world with a new threat 

of a transnational global network (Lamy et al, 2013, p.237). Gahia (2008) maintains that 

terrorism in whatever guise poses a severe threat to global security. Thus, the nexus 

between the Taliban in Afghanistan and other international fundamentalist Islamic 

terrorist groups especially the Al-Qaeda and the Boko Haram is a clear justification of the 

fundamental role that religion plays in promoting terrorism. This is one unfortunate 

situation of the misuse of religion hence Karl Marx considers it as the opium of the people. 

Afghans have suddenly become internally displaced persons (IDPs) in their own country 

and refugees in other countries of the world today. 

 

Tactics and Strategy 

Characteristically, given the modus operandi of most terrorist groups, if not all, employ 

the guerrilla warfare tactics. This is so because all terrorist groups are likened to insurgent 

groups. Therefore, the Taliban have always in their operations deployed the detonation of 

bombs generally and suicide-bombing in particular, hostage taking and other terroristic 
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tactics and strategies in achieving its objectives. Gahia (2008, p.219) succinctly submits that 

terrorist tactics may involve bombing (letters, suicide and other forms), torture, maiming, 

kidnapping, plane and bus hijackings and assassinations. For instance, in a bid to recapture 

power in Afghanistan, the Taliban justified all of these tactics and strategy, and still very 

much at home with them. 

 

Membership/Recruitment 

The members of the Taliban terrorist group are predominantly Muslims. This is due to the 

ideological philosophy that the group professes-Islamic fundamentalism and religious 

nationalism (the entrenchment of strict sharia law). However, the pioneer leader 

Mohammed Omar (1994-2003), as early as 1991, began to mobilize followers amongst 

refugees in Pakistan based on his extreme interpretation of religious law. Over the years, 

the group has had several members and leaders. For instance, the death of Omar gave rise 

to another leader known as Akhtar Mansour (2015-2016). Usually, conflict is bound to 

happen in any human interaction, the Taliban group suffered a leadership crisis which 

brought about splinter faction headed by Muhammed Rasul from 2015 to present. 

Meanwhile, the current leadership of the group is headed by Hibatullah Akhundzada as 

its Supreme leader. Above all, membership of the Taliban group is not restricted to 

Afghans; even the Boko Haram group is not limited to Nigerians alone but includes Chad, 

Somali, Sudan and Afghanistan (Pase, 2017). All of these have Islamic colourations and 

political undertones with a conscious attempt to Islamizing the whole world as it were. 

 

Sponsorship/Motivation 

Every human venture operates either successfully or unsuccessfully on the basis of its 

motivation and sponsorship. First, motivation here refers to the philosophical system of 

the Taliban (i.e. religious nationalism cum the strict interpretation of a sharia law). Second, 

sponsorship literally emphasizes logistical support. However, it is noteworthy that in an 

attempt to liberate Afghanistan from the invasion by the former Soviet Union, the Taliban 

(Koran students) emerged under the auspices of Pakistan, the United States, Saudi Arabia 

and the United Arab Emirates. The Taliban, as a matter of fact, have been able to sustain 

and fund its terrorist activities through the opium trade, hostage taking proceeds and 

financial assistance from other notable Islamic fundamentalist groups and Islamic states 

especially in the Middle East. 

 

Concluding Remarks and the Way Forward 

Clearly, notable instances exist in confirmation that the Taliban group is a supra- ethnic 

and transnational terrorist group. The group is today highly radicalized based on political 

Islamism whose terrorist activities have over bearing implications on global security. This 

is indicative of the current Taliban controlled Afghan government and the tactics and 
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strategies adopted by the group vis-a-vis its pragmatic nexus with other recognized 

international terrorist networks such as Al-Qaeda, Al-Shabaab and even Boko Haram - 

otherwise known as the Nigerian Taliban. For instance, the 9/11 terrorist attacks cannot be 

easily forgotten in the annals of history of global terrorist attacks. 

 

The regionalized nature of the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan and the consequent 

seizure of power no doubt affects the Pakistani’s national security as a neigbouring state 

on the Asian continent, and by extension, the contemporary international political system. 

Furthermore, the Taliban insurgents have their sanctuary within the Afghan civilians as 

well as in Pakistan where they equally have a training ground. Beyond Afghanistan, the 

Taliban insurgency has increasingly been greeted with undiluted public resentment. 

Hence, it is a potent threat to global peace and security. This perhaps may have justified 

the US outright declaration of war on terrorism. In all, this paper remains an analytical 

exposition of the inextricable nature and toga of politics, religion, ethnicity and ideology. 

 

Thus, the fight against terrorism should be strategically and holistically prosecuted with a 

more vigorous, pragmatic and unrelenting efforts by all and sundry especially the United 

Nations towards bringing it to an appreciable level of success, if not, defeated completely, 

realizing its attendant consequences on common humanity and global security. The 

Taliban led government should also not be accorded any diplomatic recognition by other 

sovereign states and the international community. Since, for instance, in Afghanistan, they 

could again provide refuge for terrorists and engage in radicalization of extremists; 

consequently, degenerating global security (Samson, 2021). Again, it should be specifically 

mentioned also that the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) as the powerful organ of 

the body should frustrate the Taliban government by cutting all manner of diplomatic ties 

and relationships as well as invoking adequate political cum economic sanctions against 

any state that may want to recognize her. Finally, the political and religious leaders of the 

various Islamic states of the world should, as a matter of fact, rise up to the responsibility 

of educating and sensitizing their citizens and faithful on the significance of global peace 

and security. Hence virtually all the terrorist groups have Islamic colourations. 
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