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Abstract 
The concept of security has been an academic discourse. It is a debate that 

appeared inconclusive by scholars in terms of realities on trends in indigenous 

communities and inter-disciplinary conceptualization of security. This 

necessitated exploring the concept of security in tourism especially security in 

cultural tourism perspective. This paper streamlines security in cultural tourism 

spectrum; what to secure, how to secure, who to secure, in cultural tourism 

activities in Rivers State cultural heritages. It brings to the fore the rich endowed 

cultural heritage of some community festivals and how to ensure security at the 

cultural tourism destinations. The qualitative approach is being adopted in 

exploring the rich cultural heritages of some selected communities in Rivers State 

with the aim of conceptualizing security in cultural tourism. Findings indicates 

that security in cultural tourism entails tourist health and safety during communal 

crises. Thus, adequate attention should be given to tourists, cultural heritages of 

communities in Rivers State. This paper recommends a synergy between the 

indigenous security structure with that of the State security agencies towards a 

viable and sustained cultural tourism in Rivers State. 
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Introduction:  

This study on security, has been ongoing academic discourse amongst scholars. It is an 

academic effort made in defining security; who needs security, what needs to be secured 

and how can it be secured amongst other security questions is efforts in conceptualizing 

security is informed by dynamics in human activities and development in addressing 

contemporary realities. In the words of Wolfer cited in Umaru and Mohammed (2016), 

security is defined as “the absence of threats to acquired values.” To Malec (2003), security 
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is defined as “a value and / or system maintenance over time, and the absence of threat to 

it.” 

 

In relating these concepts to tourism and cultural tourism, it becomes imperative to 

familiarize the concept of cultural tourism. As Cohen (1982:89) opined that tourism is “a 

process that combines the curiosity to seek out new experiences with the need for the 

security of familiar reminder of home.” This buttresses the behaviour of the tourist in 

tourist destinations. Tourist behaves differently in different situations in order to sustain 

impressions associated with those situations. Thus, participants in any tourism activity vis-

à-vis cultural tourism vary in their behaviours according to the nature and context of the 

cultural tourism activity. 

 

It becomes imperative to explore the security of tourist in cultural tourism activities 

destinations by viewing tourists’ wellbeing, tourists’ health and safety, security on crime 

and communal crises, which are the thrusts of this paper; towards a viable sustained 

tourism industry in Rivers State. 

 

Conceptual Framework on Security: The task on this section will not be to discuss on the 

hypotheses or various theories on security by scholars from various fields of studies. 

Rather, it will aim at clarifying the meaning of security in terms of cultural tourism 

activities. However, the Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary (2005), defined security as 

“the measure taken to guarantee the safety of a country, persons, and things valued.” This 

explains a layman’s perception of security bothering on measures taken to protect things 

valued. 

 

In Molec (2003) conceptualization of security, he averred that security is a “real or 

perceived state when there are no threats, or when existing threats do not pose a danger 

to the considered object.” His definition offers two explanations which covers all aspects 

of and content of the term security at all levels and analysis as well provides subfields for 

security studies when new kinds of threats arises. 

 

Discourse on security went on by scholars to adopt approaches in conceptualizing security. 

One of the approaches is the traditional approach that placed security mainly on 

military/State security agents. Thus, the State provides security for safety of the people and 

the people consenting to its authority (Luckam, 2007). This approach deepens the 

perception on “national security.” 
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On social approach, that sees security as “an outcome of a process of social and political 

interaction where values and norms, collective identities and cultural traditions are 

essentials. This approach speaks on what actors make out of security (Farah, 2015). This 

explains why Brauch et al. (2011) expressed that security is achieved once the perception 

and fears of security – threats, challenges, vulnerabilities and risks are dispelled and 

defeated the actors. 

 

The third approach in this discourse, is the human security approach. Human security 

approach as explained by United Nation (2009), entails “protecting people from critical 

and pervasive threat, and situations through processes that builds on people’s strengths 

and aspirations.” The approach builds blocks of survival, livelihood and dignity covering 

the political, social, environment, economic, military/State security agencies and cultural 

systems of the people (Misra, 1976). This approach takes the individual security/wellbeing 

as primary concern and responds to the peoples’ needs in dealing with sources of threat 

such as environmental pollution, disease outbreaks, poverty, terrorism, kidnapping, 

communal / tribal crises et cetera (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007). 

 

At this juncture, the human security approach will be best adopted in this study. The 

approach focuses on the wellbeing of individuals and not the State. For tourist/cultural 

tourism activities are people’s oriented activity. The approach will afford the host cultural 

tourism destination to secure what tourist wants and ensure security that will dispel fear 

for all kinds of tourist which is seen as the best path to tackle the problem of global 

insecurity (John & Page, 2006; Newman, 2010). 

 

Again, the approach fosters conceptualization of human security as an approach that deals 

with threat that stem from poor development, environmental degradation, excessive 

population growth and lack of progress on good governance which to a reasonable extent 

are the causes of insecurity in most communities in Rivers State and Nigeria that serves as 

cultural tourism destinations. Thus, the concept of global security is been broadened from 

the traditional approach that focuses provision on State to including security of people and 

the security of the earth, that is what human security is all about. 

 

Critics on human security maintained that the approach is prone to activist’s activities on 

human rights. They argued that since the human security focuses on individual wellbeing 

than the state, cases of human right violations are bound to jeopardize the effectiveness of 

cultural tourism heritages of communities that serves as tourism destinations. 
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It is on this premise that this paper sees security on cultural tourism as a State that dispels 

all kinds of dangers ranging on economic, political, social, psychological and physical 

threat to the existence and survival of individual community, cultural tourism heritages 

and the people and living organisms in a cultural tourism destinations. 

 

Security on Tourist wellbeing in Cultural Tourism Destination in Rivers State: The 

tourist wellbeing in cultural tourism as Gilbert and Abdullah (2004:146) observed that it is 

the “tourist satisfaction in tourism industry.” They averred that a dissatisfied visitor is the 

worse publicity for a tourist destination or attraction, as word of mouth dissemination of 

the experience can damage the credibility and image of the cultural tourism attraction and 

tourist destination. 

 

This implies that visitors to cultural tourism in Rivers State, their wellbeing becomes 

paramount as to boost the image of tourist destination and attraction. The numerous 

cultural tourism festivals activities and centres in Rivers State witnesses huge crowd that 

attend and in some cases participate in the festival or cultural heritage celebration. Thus, 

their wellbeing and the image they obtain on the festival/cultural heritage celebrated and 

the host community goes a long way to determine the impact of the cultural tourism to 

Rivers State. 

 

Some of the cultural tourism heritages celebrated in Rivers State are the Nwaotam 

masquerade festivals among the Ndoki people of Rivers State, Opobo ethnic group, Ibani 

and Andoni ethnic groups. The celebration is done annually towards the end of the year 

with crowd of people watching and participating in the celebration. Another cultural 

tourism heritage celebration, is the egelege (wrestling) festival among the Ikwerre ethnic 

group in Rivers State. The celebration exceeds eight (8) weeks) among the Aluu and 

Omagwa clans in Ikwerre ethnic group with crowd of people/visitors hosted by 

individuals and communities every year. The Egwu Ekpeye is another cultural tourism 

heritage among the Ekpeye people of Rivers State. The cultural heritage is an annual 

celebration that last for weeks with crowd of friends, relations, and well-wishers 

participating in the celebration. 

 

The security and wellbeing of tourists that visit the few cultural tourism community 

aforementioned and others not stated becomes a concern to the host destination and the 

tourism industry in Rivers State. This is why Walker and Page (2003) identified a wide 

range of agencies and bodies that interact with tourists and who collectively have a 

responsibility for tourist wellbeing. That does not suggest that the tourist should not have 

a responsibility of his action, but the unfamiliarity with a destination means that the 
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various agencies and bodies who interact with the tourist should also have a responsibility 

for the tourist wellbeing and thereby the resulting satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the 

destination. Similarly, the agencies and other security bodies are to provide relevant 

guidelines and information as their responsibility since it is believed that any form of 

human activity will involve risk, injuries, and accident in the process as the tourism 

industry interacts with a wide range of agencies (Meyer, (1996). 

 

Security on Tourist Health and Safety in Cultural Tourism in Rivers State: Security on 

tourist health and safety in cultural tourism in Rivers State, are issues tourist face in the 

cultural tourism destination as they return to their permanent home. Some elements of 

these health issues are diarrhea and vomiting, alimentary problems and respiratory 

problems along with accident and injuries even death of a tourist. Safety on the other hand 

relates to personal health, careful precaution on food and water which are consumed 

(Clover, 2003). 

 

It becomes imperative to have tourists well advised on what to eat or drink and to state 

clearly the state of food and water as well necessary precaution on the use of cultural 

tourism festivals in various communities in Rivers State. This is necessary due to some 

tourists are unfamiliar with local road conditions, creeks and sea routes in cultural tourism 

destinations in Rivers State. While some tourist may be so drunk, fatigue, inexperience to 

drive in other community’s terrain and the norms of the host community. Not only will 

this ensure the wellbeing of tourists but also the presentation of the cultural heritage values 

of the host communities on cultural tourism. 

 

Security on Tourist Crime in Cultural Tourism in Rivers State: Scholars discourse on 

tourist crime in cultural tourism has shown that the development of cultural tourism does 

not lead to crime. Rather, cases abound of crime in cultural tourism destinations. This 

explains why Pizan and Mansfield (2005) stated that tourist crime is a “chronic and 

growing problem, increasingly causing economic decline, deterring investment, and 

threatening quality of life in all countries all over the world.” The crime ranges from 

robbery, sexual assault/rape, kidnapping, killing, et cetera. 

 

Tourist who become victims of crime in cultural tourism destination often face unique 

issues such as isolation and culture shock, lack of familiar social support, travel stress and 

language barriers. This may imply that tourist who visit or attend the cultural tourism 

festivals and some cultural activities in some communities in Rivers State may not be 

familiar with the laws of the host community in tourist destination they are visiting or 
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criminal justice, social service, health and mental health system they must interact with 

after their victimization (Goffman, 1959). 

 

Thus, it becomes a necessity for tourist visiting a cultural tourism destination to be 

educated on the cultural difference – clothing type and existence of expensive portable 

items, behavioural traits such as the domestic activity associated with the festival 

enjoyment of alcohol, predatory tourist (tourist clustering in areas which law enforcement 

agent and community have identified as hot sports notably in tourist shopping areas, 

resort areas and where tourist congregate). This effort will help the host to manage 

properly the cultural tourism activities towards boosting the public image. 

 

Security on Communal Instability in Cultural Tourism in Rivers State: As expressed by 

Hall and O’Sullivan (1996:106) that communal instability is a “situation in which 

conditions and mechanisms of governance and rule are challenged as to their communal 

legitimacy by elements operating from outside of the normal operations of communal 

system.” They itemized these elements as international wars, civil wars, communal wars, 

tribal wars, terrorism, riots, social unrest and strikes. These elements convey negative 

image to host cultural tourism destination on prospective visitors via the media, word of 

mouth or visible community/government policies (Grizold, 1994). 

 

While terrorism takes many forms from kidnapping, bombing of community/transport 

systems and cultural tourism resorts through to the new concern over bio-terrorism using 

undetectable germs; reduces tourism activity, relocation of tourism to other areas, damage 

to the community/public images of cultural tourism destination and economic damage to 

the tourism industry. 

 

Thus, the communities and stakeholders need to adequately pay attention and adopt a 

strategy in exploring the areas stated above in ensuring the wellbeing of tourist visiting or 

participating in many of the cultural tourism heritages celebrated or situated in 

communities in Rivers State. This will entail the community heads, organizers of cultural 

tourism festivals, the youths, state security agencies in Rivers State to ensure peaceful 

atmosphere and resolution of differences and tackling the external factors that negate the 

community/State image before the commencement of the cultural tourism activities. 

 

Crisis Recovery Strategy in Cultural Tourism Activities in Rivers State: To manage crisis 

recovery in cultural tourism activities in Rivers State, the collective responsibility of 

agencies and some recognized bodies are to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the tourists 
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in the various cultural tourism destinations in Rivers State. These bodies are grouped into 

five (5) groups in the following order: 

 

(a) Government, State Security Agents and Other Security Operatives: The 

government here refers to the Federal, State, and Local Government Areas of 

government in Rivers State. Their obligation shall entail making regulations for 

tourism operations in line with best practices globally to appeal to tourist taste 

without endangering the sustainability of cultural heritages in various 

communities in the State. Also, for State and Local Government Council to 

constitute an effective “Tourism Committee” at the State and Local Government 

Areas which will include the traditional rulers of communities and the Police Force 

as well as some recognized security and indigenous security outfits. The State 

security agencies are to monitor and implement the regulations as enshrined in 

the Constitution and “State Edith” to eschew mal handling by some extremists and 

mischief makers. The traditional rulers in the Tourism Committee, are to inform 

and sensitize their communities/subjects on the regulations and best practices in 

cultural tourism and tourism operation in the cultural tourism destinations in 

Rivers State. 

 

(b) Community Youths, Business Community, Intra-Community and the Tourist 

Guide: This group in ensuring security is aimed at sensitizing the community 

youths towards good conducts and roles during the cultural tourism celebration. 

The youths are the workforce in preparing and executing the cultural heritage.  

The Business community within the cultural tourism are to be sensitized to be 

hospitable to tourists in selling of the cuisines, beverages and artifacts that serves 

as souvenirs to tourists during the cultural tourism celebration. As for the intra-

communities, community celebrating the cultural tourism need to synergize with 

neighbouring communities especially when the heritage is a clan heritage to 

ensure security of tourists that may access their communities to the actual cultural 

tourism destination. While the tourist guild are to guild tourists to the cultural 

tourism destinations and some historical sites and attractions in the community 

with adequate explanation on the cultural heritage to the tourists. 

 

(c) The Transport Group: Transportation is a major component in tourism industry. 

This group enables tourists to have access to cultural tourism destinations and 

attractions within the destination. This group need to be sensitized on their 

transport fares with the aim of subsidizing it. Also, for the transport groups to be 
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aware of such celebrations at a particular tourism destination by assisting tourists 

to locate the cultural tourism destination. 

 

(d) Health and Safety Officers: The role of health and safety officers in security in 

cultural tourism operations cannot be overemphasized. Some tourists’ health may 

fail them, react to environmental changes, be allergic to some cuisines or may 

sustain injuries while participating in the cultural tourism heritage and needs to 

be administered first aid, resuscitate before transferring them to a nearby hospital. 

The safety officers are to ensure the safety of the tourists participating in the 

cultural tourism via guiding the tourists on safe participation during the heritage 

celebration. 

 

(e) Tourist Victims / Support Services Centres: Tourist victims here are referred to 

tourists that may fall victim to robbing, rape, loss of items/valuables while at the 

cultural tourism destination and needs support and encouragement from the 

centre. This will not only help the tourists to recover from the loss/embarrassment 

but also boost the image of the cultural tourism destinations towards subsequent 

cultural tourism heritage celebration. 

 

Recommendations:  

Scholars have engaged in academic discourse on security, tourism and cultural tourism 

from various background of disciplines. This paper is meant to conceptualize cultural 

tourism from cultural heritage of communities in Rivers State and how to secure the 

heritage and tourists that visit and participate in the cultural expressions of the people. 

Thus the following recommendations are made: 

(i) Adequate attention should be given towards the development of cultural 

heritages of communities in Rivers State and Nigeria by stakeholders in the 

tourism industry. 

(ii) There should be a synergy between the indigenous security structures of 

communities and the State security agencies for effective security of the 

tourists, community and cultural heritage. 

(iii) The wellbeing of tourists should be a paramount concern to stakeholders 

(iv) There should be cultural tourism auditing within an interval of three to five 

years of celebration as to meet tourist satisfaction and sustainability of the 

cultural heritage of the people and community. 
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Conclusion:   

This paper has proffered definitions of security and cultural tourism in Rivers State. 

Critical in the discourse is the issue of tourist well being, crime prevention and communal 

stability. The paper concludes that achieving cultural tourism in Nigeria in general and 

Rivers State in Particular is synergy between the communities, the State government and 

the State Security Agencies. It is hoped that with the implementation of the various 

recommendations, the Economic fortunes of cultural tourism will be boosted.  
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