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Abstract 
This study focuses on “exploration of the aesthetic value of Ekpeye Chieftaincy 

Coronation on Fabric: Mixed Media Experimentation with Batik and Appliqué. 

Ekpeye is situated in Ahoada East and West Local Government Areas of Rivers 

State. Ekpeye is blessed with rich cultural values and some of the cultural values 

are exhibited during their Chieftaincy Coronation ceremony. However, cultural 

values in Nigeria are gradually going into extinction due to western religious 

belief, influence of civilization and inadequate documentation. Consequently, the 

chieftaincy coronation ceremony of Ekpeye in recent also suffered inadequate 

documentation and decline because people feel the process is fetish and demonic. 

Therefore, these perceptions are beginning to erode the cultural heritage of the 

people. Thus, to prevent the culture from going into extinction, this study is 

carried out to remedy the situation by artistically exploring with the symbolic 

chieftaincy coronation materials as motifs on fabric to document the culture using 

batik and appliqué techniques. In order to achieve the aim of the study, four 

objectives were formulated to guide the research.  Apart from documenting the 

symbols on fabric, the fabrics were used to produce office furniture and clothings. 

Qualitative data for the study were obtained through magazine, sketches, 

photographs, internet, oral interview and personal observation. The theoretical 

framework for the study was cultural imperialism and institutional theories. 

Practice-based research design was adopted for the study. The works produced 

were analyzed and findings obtained in the course of the research reveals that 

Ekpeye Chieftaincy coronation items can be used as motifs on fabric to document 

the culture of Ekpeye people. The study concludes that the use of batik and 

applique techniques to produced fabric to make furniture is a very effective 
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medium, thus, the study recommends that batik and applique textile fabric 

production technique should be used to document people’s culture just as it is 

with this study. The study is believed to have contributed to knowledge because 

it has widened the scope of knowledge on the synergy of batik and applique 

technique of fabric production. 

  

Keywords: Aesthetic Value, Chieftancy Coronation, Mixed Media, Fabric Production, 

Cultural Heritage. 

 

Introduction 

Background to the Study 

Ekpeye is one of the famous kingdom and ethnic nationality in Rivers State. And it is 

situated in Ahoada and Ogba/Egbema areas of Rivers State in Nigeria. The Ekpeye have 

long lived in the land bounded by the River Orashi in the West and River Sombreiro in the 

East, starting out at the Northern end from about 3000 BC. Archeological work showed a 

steady and very consistent southward movement in about AD 1000 in a large settlement 

mainly at the central geographically elevated area now called Akoh (Dry land) and Eyi. 

The rise and expansion of the Benin Kingdom in the following centuries, forced down 

culture bearing populations down the Niger River into then Ekpeye land. (Wikipedia, the 

free Encyclopedia, (2020). 

  

Oral history of the people reveals that Ekpeye was founded by Ekpeye the son of Akalaka 

who migrated from Benin Kingdom. According to Olson (1996) Ekpeye are a people in 

southern Nigeria with a distinct culture and rulers of a formal kingdom. Bleach (2006) also 

states that Ekpeye people are in the Ahoada – Egbema areas of Rivers State and Imo State 

in Nigeria.Their principal dialect is Ekpeye language. They have four kindred which are 

Ako, Upata, Ubie and Igbuduya. Ekpeye kingdom in Rivers State has existed long time 

ago at about AD1000. 

 

In terms of leadership or chieftaincy coronation or installation the people practice full 

representative democracy.  In a related development Okede and Odumah (2015) states 

that, the Kingship in Ekpeye kingdom is barely a new development. 

  

One thing is very significant about the chieftaincy coronation of the kings and chiefs and, 

it is that they perform all the necessary cultural and traditional rituals, when it comes to 

the coronation of their ruler; in fact, they do not compromise. Okede and Odumah (2015) 

point out that the king or a traditional ruler in Ekpeye culture holds in high esteem all his 

people’s way of life. He parades all the regalia of his people in culture custom, tradition, 

history, believes, proverbs, folklore, poems, etc as legendary. He also represents as the 
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head of the traditional religion. However, there is a spiritual diviner who usually consult 

the gods and the ancestors for the way forward. The coming of Christianity and civilization 

has actually changed the culture of the people. (Okeke and Odumah, 2015). The process of 

modifying culture due to Christianity and civilization has made a lot of cultural traditions 

to go into oblivion, thus it is imperative to document the actual chieftaincy coronation 

process of the people before it is eroded. 

 

  

Chieftaincy is the state or position of being a head or leader of a people, community, town 

or kingdom. According to Merriam – Webster (2020) chieftaincy is the rank, dignity, office 

or rule of a chieftain. Dictionary.com 2020, also define it as the chief of a clan or a tribe. The 

Nigerian chieftaincy is a system that is native to Nigeria. Ekpeye is one of such kingdom 

in Nigeria that chiefdom is practiced and it is held into high esteem. 

  

Coronation is a ceremony whereby someone is inaugurated into office by receiving upon 

his or her head the crown which is the symbol of legal authority (Encyclopedia Britannica, 

2020). Coronation process has to do with a lot of celebrations and ceremonies which require 

the chiefs or kings being coroneted to dress in their full chieftaincy regalia and also to use 

all the necessary instrument and items for the ceremony. Some people think that the 

process is fetish and diabolic. This is due to the influence of western religious beliefs and 

modernization.  

 

This situation if not taken seriously will affect the essence of coronation in the land. This is 

why this researcher is interested in documenting the process of coronation using the 

chieftaincy coronation items as symbolic motifs on fabrics by using batik and applique 

technique of textile production to document the culture and tradition of the people. And 

also to enhance the aesthetic value of the fabric produced. According to Uyang (2001:7) 

with this cultural rebirth, there is a preponderant need to document, interpret and preserve 

the symbolic values of our traditional practices for the benefit of strangers and posterity. 

Batik according to Omuaru (2002) is a form of fabric ornamentation which employs wax 

poured on fabric to resist dye, when the fabric is applied in the dye bath. This study applied 

the batik technique to depict the chieftaincy coronation symbols on fabric. 

 

Appliqué according to Collins Dictionary (2020) is the craft of sewing fabric shapes onto 

larger pieces of cloth. It is a textile art using pieces of material sewn one on top of another. 

The idea of combining batik and appliqué as a mixed media technique in fabric production 

is aimed at developing or expanding media knowledge in textile fabric production as well 
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as documenting the chieftaincy coronation and cultural tradition of Ekpeye people, hence 

this research. 

 

Mixed media according to Gilbert (2003:96) is descriptive of any work of art which employs 

more than one medium.  

  

Statement of the Problem   

Chieftaincy coronation and its activities in Ekpeye Ethnic group usually unite the people 

but unfortunately in recent time, some people decline in participating in its activities due 

to religious beliefs that the coronation practices is fetish. There is also the challenge of 

inadequate documentation of the Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation items. Thus, to ensure that 

the items are properly documented, the chieftaincy items were documented as symbols on 

fabric with the application of batik and applique textile technique of production. 

 

Aim and Objectives of the Study 

The aim of this study is to explore the aesthetic value of Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation on 

fabric, using mixed media experimentation with batik and appliqué textile techniques. 

While, the objectives of the study are to: 

1.  Explore the possibility of adopting the chieftaincy coronation items as symbolic 

motifs in batik and appliqué mixed media technique of fabric production. 

2.  Combine and experiment with the batik and appliqué as mixed media technique 

to produce fabrics towards expressing and promoting the cultural heritage of the 

Ekpeye people. 

3.  Design customized textile fabric for Ekpeye people with their chieftaincy 

coronation symbols using batik and appliqué technique as a way of documenting 

the cultural heritage. 

4.  Exhibit the outcome of the exploration and experimentation for public view. 

 

Significance of the Study 

The study is set to provide adequate documentation and visual representation of the 

Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation ceremony on fabric using the batik and appliqué technique. 

ii.  The study educates the inhabitants of Ekpeye, Rivers State and beyond on the 

aesthetic values and chieftaincy coronation process of the people. 

iii.  The study also encouraged scholars to develop interest in the product by using 

mixed media technique of combining batik and appliqué to document the rich 

cultural and traditional values of the people visually. 

iv.  The study serves as a reference source of information for scholars. 

v.  It re-awakens the consciousness and cultural values among the people of Ekpeye. 
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vi.  The study has added to the existing literature in batik and appliqué technique for 

fabric production. 

vii.  It has served as a springboard for further research on the chieftaincy coronation of 

Ekpeye by the use of batik and appliqué for fabric production. 

 

The study was delimited to Ekpeye kingdom of Rivers State which comprises the Ahoada 

East and Ahoada West Local Government Areas of Rivers State. The study is also delimited 

to the chieftaincy coronation ceremonies of the people. The study is a qualitative studio 

research; the practical studio fabric production is delimited to batik and appliqué mixed 

media techniques. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Theoretical Framework adopted for the study is cultural imperialism theory. The adoption 

of the cultural imperialism theory is the theories that form the theoretical framework for 

this study is hinged on the influence and acculturation exhibited or expressed by bigger 

cultures to dominate smaller culture. And clear example is the influence and dominance 

of western religious and cultural civilization on smaller African cultures. As it is in this 

research, which is focusing on how the dominance or influence of western civilization and 

religious belief has made some indigenes of Ekpeye not to partake or involve in any 

chieftaincy related activities believing that its coronation exercise is fetish and demonic. 

There is no doubt, the influence of the western cultural values has so dominated and 

weakened some African, therefore making African traditional culture lose their values. 

This situation is also what the chieftaincy coronation of Ekpeye suffers in recent times due 

to the negative influence of cultural imperialism practice. 

 

Mastandumo (2008: 79) explains that cultural imperialism is a practice by powerful nations 

or people who seek to extend and maintain control or influence over weaker nations or 

people.  This is why, it is necessarily imperative for this research to document the 

chieftaincy coronation of Ekpeye people in visual form on fabric as a way of promoting 

and preserving the culture for it not to erode into extinction 

 

Research Design 

This study as a qualitative research adopts practice – led studio research approach which 

involves a creative manipulation of mixed media experimentation with batik and appliqué 

to produce fabric with Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation as symbols motifs on fabrics. 
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Method of Data Collection 

The data that were used in this study were obtained through primary and secondary 

sources. The primary sources involved elders, chiefs and kings, while the secondary 

sources entailed books, journals and catalogues, pictures, magazine and online sources. 

Data collection is the gathering of relevant information for addressing the questions raised 

in the research and the problem statement (Ofo, 1994).  

 

Method of Data Analysis 

The study as a qualitative research work, data which are the artworks produced were 

analyzed based on the principles and elements of art, that are guiding the production of 

artwork, such as balance, proportion, variety composition, form, texture etc. it was also 

based on the title, composition, materials, cultural philosophical, aesthetic values of the 

works among others. These factors formed the basis for the analysis. 

 

Development of Thumbnail Sketches 

Thumbnail sketches were produced for the study through reflection and close observation 

of photographs from our environment using pencil, as medium to produce the sketches 

which guided the production of the fabric depicting the chieftaincy coronation symbols. 

  

According to Mitchell (2014), sketches are visual exercise in problem solving and provide 

the opportunity to experiment with new technique and expressive possibilities. Mitchell 

adds that rough sketches can serve as an effective visual communication tool.  
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A Thumbnail Sketch of a half drop repeat 

Fig. 1 

Artist: Addey Dixon Grace Nyumanunyi 

Medium: Pencil and paper 

Size: 2cm x3cm 

Year:   2020 

  

 

A Thumbnail Sketch of a Diamond Repeat 

Fig. 2 

Artist: Addey Dixon Grace Nyumanunyi 

Medium: Pencil and paper 

Size: 2cm x3cm 

Year:   2020 
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Proceeding for Batik Fabric  

Batiking should be done in a well-ventilated area. Helpers, newspaper covering, and 

stations for varying procedures are a must. 

 

Thumbnail sketches are transferred as motifs on fabric. 

Wax is applied to block designs on fabric 

Fabric is immersed in hot water to dewax 

Fabric is ironed. 

 

Procedure for Appliqué Fabric Production 

Ready designed Fabric are cut out to desired pieces and placed on dyed fabric for applique. 

Designed batik fabric is gum-stayed for proper placement. 

 

Designed fabric is embellished with acrylic paints and stones to enhance the motifs.  

The practical aspect of this study starts with the development of thumbnail sketches and 

transfer of the sketches. A simple free hand approach was adopted to transfer the 

developed thumbnail sketches to paper. Foam that was stenciled or cut out to create motifs 

which were used to guide wax to form batik design on the fabric was created. 

 

Materials Required for the Fabric Production 

The materials that is required for producing the batik and appliqué mixed media fabrics 

includes 

 

Fabric, cardboard paper, foam, wax, dyes of different colours, bowls for mixing dyes, dye 

basin, hand gloves, scissors, stove or gas for boiling wax, pot for boiling wax, brushes, 

starch, pressing iron, thread, sewing machine. 

  

Execution of Studio Practical Works 

The execution of studio practical work commences with procurement of materials, creating 

or sketching of chieftaincy coronation motifs on paper or foam for waxing, preparation for 

pretreatment of fabric, waxing, de-waxing, starching of fabric, ironing of fabric cut fabric 

to create appliqué design, using the fabric to produce furniture and blinds among others 

 

Furnishing of Works Produced   

The finished or produced batik was used to produce appliqué fabric, while the appliqué 

fabrics were used to produce furniture’s and furniture covers for offices. 
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Analysis of Okpulishi Eze (King Crown), Ewolo Anya (Horse tail) Owayi Ekpeye (Manila) 

and Uhor Ikashi (Longevity Leaves)   

 

Plate 5: 

Artist: Grace Addey Dixon 

Title: Okpulishi Eze, Ewolo Anya, Owayi Ekpeye and Uhor Ikashi 

Media: Batik and Applique 

Size: 5 yards 

Year: 2020 

 

The title of the batik and appliqué textile work produced that is being analysed 

is “Okpulishi Eze (The Eze’s Crown) Ewolo Anya (horse tail, Owayi Ekpeye (Manila) and Uhor 

Ikashi (Longevity Leaves) derived its title from the lingual franca names of the Ekpeye 

chieftaincy coronation items. The items are very symbolic which are being used for the 

crowning of a King in Ekpeyeland of Rivers State. The organizing and composition of the 

Beaded crown, horse tail, manila’s and leaves as motifs for the production of this batik and 

appliqué fabric was guided by the element and principle of art. Beaded crown is relevant 

to Ekpeye people of Rivers State because it represents royalty or chieftaincy. It is mostly 

worn by kings and chiefs in Ekpeyeland. 

  

Also, the horse tail is a representation of chieftaincy symbol because it symbolizes the 

power of authority of the king or chief. During the coronation. the king or chief, is given a 

special leave which symbolizes longevity for the rulership of the king or chief. While, the 

manilas represent wealth meaning every king or chief in Ekpeye are blessed with wealth 

and riches. The inspiration to combine the symbolic chieftaincy items to produce this work 
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was predicted on the usefulness and one’s coronation in Ekpeyeland which some young 

one’s growing up in the town do not have any idea about the cultural values. This is one 

basic reason this study has documented them visual on fabric. 

  

The textile method adopted for the production of the fabric was batik and appliqué 

techniques. Batik technique was used because it was able to create a good colour balancing 

on the fabric, while wax was used to prevent the dye stuff from penetrating into the motif 

at the initiate stage of dyeing. The skillful application of relevant dyes to colour the fabric 

creates opportunity for the fabric to achieve its desire design colour. The use of red colour 

for the beaded cap or brown makes it appear like the real beaded cap of Ekpeyeland. While 

the use of yellow colour to create the horse tail leave and manila was to enhance and create 

aesthetic appeal for the fabric to achieve the desired design. The repeated pattern of the 

symbolic chieftaincy items was used to form the motifs in the work. Historically, the 

production of the work has helped to document, preserve and further promote the values 

of the chieftaincy coronation activities in Rivers State of Nigeria. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

One of the prominent things about this study is the fact that it has been able to enlighten 

people on the importance and usefulness of chieftaincy coronation items as symbolic motif 

for fabric production. The study reveals that Ekpeye people originally migrated from the 

old Benin Empire of present Edo State, Nigeria. The study also reveals that chieftaincy 

coronation items are very important in every culture because of the functions they render, 

and perform in educating people about the culture and tradition of people. 

 

Regrettably, finding reveals that despite, the benefits of the traditional chieftaincy 

coronation items renders in promoting the culture and tradition of the people they are 

gradually being relegated to the background due to civilization and religious influence. 

 

This is why, the research decided to document literally and artistically the chieftaincy 

coronation items as symbolic motifs to produce fabrics, bags, shoes, table, dinning set 

among others. In trying to produce the textile fabric in the studio, tie and dye, batik and 

applique techniques were largely adopted to achieve the aim of the study. The outcome of 

the study was displayed as a form of exhibition to create more awareness on the usefulness 

of the Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation items.   

 

Conclusion 

Finally, the study reveals that the use of Ekpeye chieftaincy coronation items as symbol 

motifs to produce fabrics using batik and appliqué method was very successful. It also 
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shows that it is a veritable way of preserving the cultural values of the Ekpeye people, 

particularly as it affects the chieftaincy coronation.  Most importantly, the use and 

manipulation of various textile studio techniques like tie and dye, batik and appliqué 

techniques to produce the fabrics for both coronation and interior decoration in this study 

is impressive, and commendable.  

  

Finally, the study concludes that the application of chieftaincy coronation items as 

symbolic motifs in producing batik and appliqué fabrics for promoting, sustaining and 

preserving the chieftaincy coronation ceremony of Ekpeye people was well accepted by 

the people who joyfully hope for the mass production of the fabrics. 

  

Significantly, this study concludes that the research has enlightened artist to explore with 

various medium and techniques to produce textile fabrics. Thus, the achievement of this 

research has opened up a floodgate for further researches on the Ekpeye chieftaincy 

documentation and preservation. 

  

Recommendations 

Consequent upon the findings obtained in carrying out the study, the following 

recommendations are made: 

1.  That more creative research works should be carried out which will further help 

to document, sustain and preserve the cultural values of Ekpeye people. As to 

enable their younger generations   privileged to see and know things concerning 

their tradition. 

2.  Continuous experimentation and diversification of the use of the textile materials 

and techniques should be encouraged for varieties of production on textile fabric 

even when using symbols and motifs of a particular culture. 

  

Contribution to Knowledge 

This study has contributed to knowledge in the following ways: 

1.  It has opened a new vista of studio experimentations and exploration by using 

Ekpeye chieftaincy items as symbolic motifs on fabric for the documentation and 

preservation of Ekpeye peoples’ culture. 

2.  It has helped to create more awareness on Ekpeye chieftaincy culture and 

tradition. 

3.  It has added to existing research on Ekpeye culture and tradition.   
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