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Abstract 
This paper examines the significance of Hajj: The Nigerian experience. Hajj is not 

only one of the rites associated with Islam, but also makes it thick and relevant. 

The paper posits that Hajj creates an avenue for communion and communication 

among the worshipers (Muslim faithfuls) on one hand, and between them and 

Allah on the other hand. The paper also posits that Hajj enhance and renew the 

spiritual and moral lives of the Muslim faithfuls and thus invigorate them with a 

strong sense of social solidarity and obligation. The study adopted historical and 

phenomenological approaches to trace the origin of Hajj and to describe and 

interpret the rituals associated with Hajj. Findings reveal that Hajj brings together 

the Muslims faithful and provides an opportunity for the renewal of fellowship, 

communion and communication among the worshippers. The paper recommends 

that the rites associated with Hajj should be taking seriously as it enhances the 

spiritual and moral lives of the Muslims. 
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Introduction  

Islam is one of the monotheistic religions of the world which is professed across the globe 

with Indonesia as the largest Muslim nation. This explains why Islam as a religion does 

not belong to any particular person, people or country. The word Islam signifies 

submission, surrender and obedience to the will of Allah, one who submits to the 

unshakable belief in the existence of Allah is a Muslim.  

 

Hajj in the understanding of Islam is the observance of specific acts of worship in places in 

and around the sacred city of Makkah in the months of Dhul Hijjah which is the tweLft 

lunar month of Islamic calendar. The observant of Hajj are based on the injuctions of the 

Holy Qur’an (2:196-203, 3:96-97) and the Sunnah the practice of Prophet Muhammad (may 

the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The institution of Hajj and its rites 

mailto:ezeobuga@gmail.com


Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 4 December, 2021 
 

The Significance of Hajj: The Nigeria Experience             266 

commemorate certain events in the lives of the Prophet Ibrahim, his wife Hagar and their 

son Prophet Ismail (peace upon him). Hajj signifies the submission of Muslims to God and 

to nourish spiritual joy. It is the spirit of total sacrifice of individual comforts, worldly 

pleasures, the acquisition of wealth, the companionship of friends and relatives, and of 

pride relating to birth, national origin, accomplishment, work or social status.  

 

Hajj is the last pillar among the five pillars of the Islamic faith. Hajj (pilgrimage) is very 

important to every Muslim because the Qur’an prescribed that at least once in the lifetime 

of a Muslim the faithful should observe Hajj.  

 

Pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House is a duty mankind owes to Allah those who 

can afford the expenses of the journey, but if any deny faith, Allah stands 

not in need of any of his creatures (Qur’an 3:97). 

 

In this chapter we will examine the importance of Hajj through its activities and rituals as 

it is prescribed in the Qur’an and the practice of the Prophet which is Sunnah.  

 

History of Pilgrimage (Hajj) in Nigeria     

Hajj (pilgrimage) started in Nigeria around 1920 when the Emir of Katsina, His majesty 

Alhaji Muhammad Dikko performed Hajj from Lagos through London and Cairo by 

means of a British steam boat. As he came back safely, other Muslims began to plan for 

such journey knowing it to be spiritual which attracts blessing (Baraka). Precisely, in 1927 

a Kano businessman Alhaji Alhassan Dantata also performed Hajj by the same means 

(steam boat) through morocco and Egypt with fifteen persons. This attracted other 

Muslims to perform pilgrimage (Hajj), Muslims like the Emir of Katsina, Alhaji Ibrahim 

Ringin. From hence travel for pilgrimage became a yearly affair for Muslims in their large 

numbers. As at that time, Hajj travel was sponsored by individuals, and was not formerly 

organized. In 1944 pilgrimage (Hajj) became organized when some few individuals formed 

West African Pilgrims Association (WAPA) to handle the transportation to Hajj. The 

association provided buses and lorries to ease the movement to the Holy lands. However 

air travel was introduced after a decade which made Hajj travel easier. Even when air 

travel became prominent, travel to the Holy land were still going side by side with land 

travel. Kabiru informed us that travel to the Holy land increased as many travel through 

air while some still use land which made the Holy land to experience increase of people 

during Hajj.  

 

In 1958, the Federal Government of Nigeria became involved in pilgrimage (Hajj) 

operations. Its concern was the welfare of its citizens that perform Hajj. The Government 
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took over the control, by employing a company for the transportation of pilgrims to the 

Holy land. The company Alharmaini was charged with the responsibility of transporting 

Nigeria pilgrims to the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Because of the involvement of this 

company, the number of pilgrims increased in Arithmetic progression. For example in 1979 

fifty thousand, five hundred and eighty Muslims performed Hajj while sixty six thousand 

perform Hajj in 1980.  

 

In July 1975 Federal Government of Nigeria enacted decree No. 16 to have full control of 

annual pilgrimage (Hajj) to the lands which include arranging air craft for pilgrims to 

travel for religious rituals of pilgrimage, maintain pilgrims transit camp for 

accommodating and processing pilgrims. They also took the responsibility of providing 

medical personnel, welfare officers, pilgrims guide, pilgrims travel documents, foreign 

exchange and keep records of the number of pilgrims. Hence the number of pilgrims were 

checked yearly. 

 

Rites Associated with Hajj  

The Hajj is performed during the first twelve days of the twelfth Islamic month (Dhul-

Hijjah) of the Islamic calendar year. Hajj is the last pillar of Islam. On arrival at the miqat, a 

pilgrim is expected to assume the ihram to perform is Umrah or lesser hajj. The lesser hajj 

involves doing the tawaf or going round the Ka’bah seven times in awe, obedience and 

supplication to Allah. After the completion of the spiritual exercise of tawaf, he/she 

embarks on the Sa’y. This is running seven times between As-safa and marwa (two small or 

nearby hills) in glorification and supplication to Allah. When this is completed, make 

pilgrims shave their hairs while the female only do a symbolic cutting of small parts of 

their hair. This signifies the end of the Umrah.  

 

The 8th day of Dhul-Hijjah commences the rites of proper Hajj;  

Pilgrims begin the journey by moving from Makkah to Muna camp in preparation for the 

great day of Arafat.  

 

9th of Dhul-Hijjah  

 Pilgrims depart from their camp in Muna very early in the morning to the plain of 

Arafat at some distance east of Makkah.  

The day of Arafat is considered the pinnacle of Hajj rites and pilgrims converge in Arafat 

in worship, praising, glorifying and supplicating to Allah. A sermon is made for all the 

pilgrims who are in their camps representing the various countries and colour of 

humanity. All the pilgrims dedicate themselves to worship and glorification of Allah as 
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they also supplicate to Allah for their hearts desires. The staying or standing in Arafat last 

from the time the sun passes the meridian until very close to sunset. 

• They return to Muzdalifa, about half-way back to Mina and spend their night. 

 

10th day 

• After the morning, prayer, Pilgrims embark on a trip to perform the Jamrat or symbolic 

stoning of the devil with beans like pebbles. 

• At Mina, there are three pillars where pilgrims throw stones or pebbles. 

• This is followed with the sacrifice that marks the beginning of Eid ul Adha. All Muslims 

celebrate this, sacrificing animals- sheep, goat or camel simultaneously and sharing the 

meat with friends and relatives both rich and poor for three days. 

 

The 11th day 

 He shaves or clips his hair; shaving is preferable. A woman clips her hair the length 

of a finger-tip. Pilgrims return to Makkah to perform Tawaf Al-Ifadha and Sa’yi, 

also for Hajj. 

 They move on to Mina to spend the remaining days and complete the Jamrat 

(throwing of stones at the pillars). 

 Most pilgrims who have not visited Madinah, may now travel to Medina to 

worship in the Prophet Mosque  

 

Qualifications for Islamic Pilgrimage (Hajj) Performance 

There are conditions that guide the rites of Hajj for the Muslims who intend to perform the 

rite: The first in this regard is being a Muslim. This applies to all acts of worship, because 

worship done by a kaafir is not valid. Allah says: 

 

And nothing prevents their contributions from being accepted from them 

except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His Messenger (Q9:54). 

 

The pilgrim must be free as Hajj is not obligatory for a slave, because he is distracted by 

his duties towards his master. In addition one must be able to do the rites of Hajj. 

 

And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka’bah) is a duty that 

mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one’s 

conveyance, provision and residence) (Q3:97). 

 

The conditions of Hajj include being able both physically and financially, sound in body 

and can bear the hardship of travelling to the sacred House of Allah. To be financially 
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capable means that one has enough funds to get to the sacred House of Allah and back 

again, he should have enough to spend on those on whom he is obliged to spend, until he 

returns from Hajj. A woman should also have a husband or mahram with whom to travel 

to Hajj or ‘Umrah. In case of a person who has a debt and he does not have enough money 

to do both Hajj and pay off the debt, then he should pay off the debt first and he does not 

have to go for Hajj. Owing to this spiritual injunction, Muslims in Nigerian as well as others 

worldwide strive to perform pilgrimage at least once in their lifetime according to 

Abdalati.  

 

The Objectives or Reasons for Embarking on Pilgrimage as Abdulati  outlined include 

the following: 

 It is the largest annual convention of faith and greatest regular conference of peace 

known in the history of mankind, where Muslims meet to know one another, 

study their common affairs and promote their general welfare. 

 It is a wholesome demonstration of the universality of Islam and the brotherhood 

and equality of the Muslims. They dress in the same simple way, observe the same 

regulations, and utter the same supplications at the same time in the same way, 

for the same end. There is no royalty, but loyalty of all to God. 

 It is to confirm that commitment of the Muslims to God and their readiness to 

forsake the material interest in the service of God. 

 It is to Commemorate the Divine rituals observed by Abraham and Ishmael 

(Ibrahim and Isma’eel) who are known to have been the first pilgrims to their first 

house of God on earth, which is the ka ‘ba at Makkah. 

 It is to acquaint pilgrims with the spiritual and historical environment of Prophet 

Mohammad (PBH) so that they may derive warm inspirations and be 

strengthened in their faith. 

 It is reminder of the Grand Assembly on the Day of judgement when people will 

stand equal before God, waiting for their final destiny, and where no superiority 

of race or stock can be claimed. 

 It is also a reminder of the fact that Makkah alone, amongst the nations of the 

world, was honoured by God as the centre of monotheism since time of Abraham, 

till the end of time. 

 

Benefits or Significance of Hajj Performance 

 Attaining piety: One of the purposes behind Hajj is to attain piety, Piety is firmly 

and explicitly connected to Hajj. (And complete the Hajj and ‘Umrah for Allah... 

And be pious to Allah.} [Qur’an 2:196]. Also, {And take provisions, but indeed, the 
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best provision is piety.: [Quran 2:197] Firmly establishing and asserting Islamic 

monotheism in the heart and mind: 

  

Hajj is based on dedicating one’s intention to Allah The 

Almighty and doing everything only for His Sake. Allah 

The Exalted Says {And complete the Hajj and ‘Umrah for 

Allah.} [Quran 2:196]. Also. {So avoid the uncleanliness 

of idols and avoid false statement, Inclining [only] to 

Allah, not associating [anything] with Him...} [Qur’an 22:30-31] 

 

 Honoring the symbols of Allah and what lie deems sacred: One of the most 

prominent purposes and rationales behind Hajj is getting a pilgrim to honour, 

exalt and love the symbols of Allah and what He deems sacred. One has to fear 

violating or going against the forbiddances of Allah The Almighty. In the course 

of the Quranic verses relevant to the Hajj, Allah Says (what means): {That [is so]. 

And whoever honours the Symbols of Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of hearts. 

[Quran 22:32] 

 

 Teaching noble morals and good characteristics which include: a- Chastity: Allah 

Says (what means): {Hajj is [during] well- known months, so whoever has made 

Hajj obligatory upon himself therein [by entering the state of Ihraam]. there is [to 

be for him] no sexual relations...}[Quran 2:197] 

 

b. Restraining anger and abandoning disputing and arguing: {and no disputing during 

Hajj...} [Qur’an 2:197] 

 

c. Gentleness, leniency and tranquility: The Prophet (Saw) counseled the Muslims at 

Muzdalifah when he remarked: “O people, be tranquil, because it is not hastiness that 

indicates righteousness.” 

 

d. Self-denial and mingling with others: During Hajj, a person denies himself, 

abandons everything with which distinguishes himself and becomes exactly like all 

his brothers in dress, saying the Talbiyah, moving from one place to another and acts 

of worship. 

 

e. Teaching modesty: In the farewell sermon of’ the Prophet (saw) which he made on 

the occasion of Hajj, he said: 
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O people. [mind that] your Lord is One and your father (i.e Adam) is one. Verily, 

except by piety, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, a non-Arab has no 

superiority over an Arab, a red has no superiority over a black, and a black has no 

superiority over a red. 

 

f. Teaching patience in all its aspects due to the multitude of people converging doing 

the same thing at the same time. 

 

g. Giving and generosity: This clearly appears when the pilgrim pays the expenses of 

Hajj. 

 

h. Reminding of the Hereafter: The mammoth crowd of Muslims from across the world 

is a reminder to all of the Day of judgment, (Q4:87) 

 

 The throwing of stones which has been misrepresented in the media is a 

demonstration of how Prophet Ibrahim rejected the devil when he was tempted to 

disobey God by not sacrificing his son, lshmael, The Muslims after performing the 

rites of Hajj are expected to jettison the devil in all ramifications in their lives and 

submit wholly to Allah. 

 The prayers at the noble sanctuary by a pilgrim signify submission to his creator 

and appealing for help not minding one’s short comings. 

 The killing of animal is in remembrance of how God provided a sheep for Ibrahim 

in the place of Ishmael to be sacrificed. The powerlessness of the animals in the 

hands of humankind is to remind pilgrims that in the same way we are going to 

be powerless in the hands of Allah on the Day of Judgment. 

 

Conclusion  

Hajj is the perfection of faith since it combines in itself all the distinctive qualities of other 

obligatory acts. Hajj reminds Muslims to forget material comfort and show of worldly life. 

The physical pilgrimage is also a prelude to spiritual pilgrimage to God, when man, would 

hid goodbye to everything of the world and present himself before Him. It reminds 

Muslims of the equality of all human beings before God by the ritual of prayer were the 

rich, the poor and the powerful worship together, wears the same cloth and performs 

prayer together without discrimination.  
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