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Abstract 
Poverty is a menace in the African continent. It has been asserted that more than 

three billion people are living in poverty. The problem of poverty in Nigeria is one 

of the fundamental problems of the quest for sustainable development. Poverty is 

a bane to Nigerian democratic setting. Nigeria as a country is bedeviled by the 

problem of poverty. The problem of poverty has perverted the contemporary 

Nigerian society and many African countries. The issue of poverty is a universal 

phenomenon but it has become very peculiar to many African countries like 

Nigeria. Poverty and hunger have been enormous which has really affected the 

psyche of the Nigerian peoples. This paper undertakes a critical analysis of 

poverty and development and it unearths their implications for Nigerian 

development. The way forward for the eradication of poverty in Nigeria includes; 

the need for the economic empowerment of the Nigerian people; improvement on 

access to educational opportunities, establishment of skills acquisition centres, 

gender equality, good governance, redistribution of human and natural resources. 

This paper, therefore, concludes that poverty eradication is the key to sustainable 

development. The quest for poverty eradication is slow and difficult due to 

corruption by Nigerian leaders and that there should be an improvement on the 

well- being of the Nigerian people and African people at large.   
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1.1 Introduction    

This paper attempts to examine why poverty has become an existential burden to human 

beings and why is poverty antithetical to man and development? Poverty and 

development are two poles apart. The fundamental question is that why is poverty 

dehumanizing to man? However, another fundamental question is that can poverty lead 

of human sufferings and degradation? The major causes of poverty in Nigeria are 

multidimensional. These include the hydra headed problems of corruption, greed, poor 

educational system, warfare and conflicts, terror and terrorism, environmental 

degradation, kidnapping, lack of political will, trade imbalance, economic stagnation or 

poor economic policies, lack of people oriented programs, poor leadership structure, 

ethno-religious crises, social disorderliness or lawlessness, herdsmen-farmers clashes, 

poor road networks, poor health care system, poor water supply, poor power supply, low 

life expectancy, and weak government institutions. Poverty means lack and psychological 

imbalance or economic depravity of a people.  

 

1.2 A Philosophical Perspective of Poverty  

Poverty means the state of being poor; it means a lack of something (Hornby, 2010:1146). 

Poverty, however, is antithetical to national development. Accordingly, Okaneme posits 

that: 

Poverty means being of a low or inferior standard or quality. Poverty 

therefore, connotes a general scarcity or the state of one who lacks a certain 

amount of material possessions or money. Poverty is a multidimensional 

concept which includes but is not limited to social, economic, political and 

even educational elements. Poverty denotes serious lack of the means for 

proper existence: living in a state of extreme poverty. Destitution, a 

somewhat more literary word implies a state of absolutely one of the 

necessities of life: widespread destitution in countries at war (Okaneme, 

2018:4).    

 

The problem of poverty in Nigeria is one of the fundamental problems of the quest for 

national development. Poverty is a menace to Nigerian democratic setting. Nigeria as a 

country is faced or bedeviled by poverty. Poverty has drastically affected the whole of our 

country- Nigeria. The problem of poverty has permeated and perverted the contemporary 

Nigerian society and many African countries. The issue of poverty is a universal 

phenomenon. The major causes of poverty in many African countries like Nigeria are 

actually and fundamentally human factors. These include the hydra headed problems of 

corruption, greed, poor educational system, Islamic fundamentalism, terror and terrorism, 

environmental degradation, kidnapping, lack of political will, trade imbalance, poor 

economic policies, lack of people oriented programmes, poor leadership structure, ethno-
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religious crises, social disorderliness or lawlessness, herdsmen-farmers clashes, poor road 

networks, poor health care system, poor water supply, poor power supply, and weak 

government institutions. Poverty and hunger have been enormous which has really 

affected the psyche of the Nigerian peoples. Philosophy has a role to play in analyzing the 

existential implications of poverty and underdevelopment in African countries like 

Nigeria. This theoretical discourse is actually the analysis and hermeneutics of the problem 

of poverty and development in Nigeria. The way forward for the eradication of poverty in 

Nigeria includes; the need for the economic empowerment of the Nigerian peoples; 

improvement on access to educational opportunities, establishment of skills acquisition 

centres, gender equality, good governance, redistribution of human and natural resources. 

The eradication of poverty is the key to Nigerian development and human development. 

The quest for poverty eradication is slow and difficult due to corruption by Nigerian 

leaders and that there should be an improvement on access to educational opportunities 

for all Nigerian citizens and there ought to be gender equality, social justice and equality 

of opportunities. The definition of poverty is wider in scope. The impact of poverty is more 

experiential than conceptual. It is not just enough to give a conceptual clarification of 

poverty. Poverty has a metaphysical, economic,   existential and spiritual or psychological 

implication. Poverty is defined as when individual or household income is below what is 

needed for sustenance (World Health Organization). The World Bank identifies extreme 

poverty to be when per capita income of a people is below the international poverty 

benchmark which is currently put at 1.90 dollar per day. The United Nations defines 

extreme poverty to be a condition that is characterized by severe deprivation of basic 

human needs, including food, drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, 

education and information. It depends not only on per capita income but also on access to 

social services (United Nations, 1995:1-2). The aforementioned definitions of poverty are 

not only inadequate but incomprehensive. The issue of poverty can only be understood 

when it is being experienced by the individual. Poverty is an extreme or excruciating 

experience.  Poverty is experienced to be closely associated with shame, powerlessness, 

hopelessness, and humiliation. The issue of poverty is existentially based. The 

conceptualization of poverty is deeply rooted in an unmet needs and an unfulfilled longing 

of peoples' needs in contemporary society. Poverty is the extreme condition of the lack of 

food, shelter, clothing required by a people in society. According to Talents:  

Poverty is an unmet need and an unfulfilled longing. Poverty is lack of 

food, shelter and everything good. Poverty is being sick and unable to see 

a doctor. Poverty is never having an opportunity to go to school. Poverty 

means not knowing how to read and write. Poverty is clothes but don't fit. 

Poverty is standing on the outside looking in. Poverty is dirty water you 

must drink. Poverty is a man without a job and a family without a home 

(Talents, 2021: 3-4).  
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Poverty is caused by lack of abundance of human needs. Poverty is cruel, stressful, 

humiliating and excruciating. Poverty can bring about economic hardship and shame. 

Poverty means human sufferings or human degradation. Accordingly, poverty reduces 

our humanity and it dehumanizes our sense of economic and socio-political wellbeing, 

normative rightness and social justice. Poverty can lead to social distortions and societal 

crimes. Poverty reduces man to nothingness and his life span. Poverty can lead to human 

unhappiness. Poverty is the cause of some attempted suicides in human society. Poverty 

marginalizes and suffocates our quest for economic wellbeing and human existential 

relations. In fact, poverty is a social disease or a social menace. It can affect the 

psychological wellbeing of a people. Poverty is painful. For Talents: 

 

Poverty is a long walk without shoes. Poverty is illness without treatment. 

Poverty is pain in the stomach. Poverty is vulnerability to every scheme, 

lie and cheat. Poverty is an empty refrigerator. Poverty is no refrigerator, 

no stove, and no electricity. Poverty is one toilet for one hundred 

neigbhours. Poverty is a thief in the night. Poverty is a drunk father. 

Poverty is a child lost to preventable diseases. Poverty is a mother 

weeping. Poverty is injustice without appeal. Poverty is cruel. Poverty is 

stress. Poverty is shame. Poverty is famine. Poverty is war. Poverty is pain. 

Poverty is life without life. Poverty marginalizes. Poverty dehumanizes, 

suffocates and poverty kills (Talent, 2021:5).           

 

Poverty has become a scourge in Nigeria and in Africa as a continent. When the former 

Prime Minister of United Kingdom Theresa May visited Nigeria, she observed that Nigeria 

as a nation is the headquarters of poverty and many people in Nigeria criticized her for 

making such a comment. Worthy of note is that she was not far from the truth. The majority 

of the Nigerian peoples are living in abject or extreme poverty. Poverty has become part 

and parcel of the Nigerian or African situation. The Nigerian or the African situation on 

poverty is a very pathetic and dehumanizing situation. The issue of extreme poverty in 

contemporary Nigerian situation and in other parts of African countries is a very pathetic 

and pitiable situation. The African situation is pathetic and pitiable. The African man has 

sold his essence; his real nature is being released off him; hence, has lost his real nature. 

What is left is a borrowed nature, which is while the numerous problems such as poverty 

and hunger is facing the African man (Eribo and Izibili, 2017:204).  

     

Furthermore, many people in the contemporary Nigerian society see poverty as a normal 

human condition but unfortunately poverty is not a normal economic and existential 

condition but it dehumanizes the human person and it could only lead to human sufferings 

and low life expectancy. Some Nigerians have even moralized poverty to be from God. 
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The existential condition of abject or extreme poverty in Nigeria in particular and Africa 

in general is a very painful and excruciating human experience. Poverty can lead to low 

life expectancy and economic hardship. Poverty can only be overcome by the prevalence 

of good governance or effective leadership structure; good access to education, access to 

good road networks, creation of job opportunities, establishments of skills acquisition 

programmes, bridging the gaps between the rich and the poor through redistribution of 

resources, high remunerations or per capita income, reduction of economic and political 

corruption that is currently plaguing the contemporary Nigerian society. Corruption has 

contributed immensely as one of the serious causes of poverty in contemporary Nigerian 

society.  Unfortunately, it has affected our national economy and our societal structure. It 

has manifested itself in every strata of our Nigerian society. It has led to the fragrant 

mismanagement of our country's human and natural resources. As Okolo rightly 

observed:  

 

The history of Nigeria as a unified political entity may not predate 1914 

and as such Nigeria may not lend itself to ancient historical incidents of 

corruption. Recent as her history might be Nigeria manifested a tendency, 

perchant and propensity to learn corrupt practices early in its life that is 

unprecedented. In 2001 Transparency International rated her as the most 

corrupt country in the world. Corruption does not only affect just a public 

sector preserve but permeates the entire societal structure. 

Mismanagement, fraud, white elephant projects, payments of huge sums 

of money to ghost workers, endless mobilization fees, Ghana must go 

syndrome in legislative chambers and judiciary, outright stealing of public 

funds, and government property culminating in the greatest arsons of our 

time typified by the burning of NET building reputed to be Africa's tallest 

building Ministry of External Affairs building and corporate insensitivity 

and irresponsibility of  multinational oil companies that have seen to the 

unrest in the Niger Delta region of the country (Okolo, 2010:59-60).           

 

Nevertheless, it is regrettable that poverty in Nigeria is all pervading, endemic and 

systemic. The tendency here is to look at corruption from the economic perspective only 

but to look at the endemic from that perspective alone can only be lopsided and cursory. 

If we agree that corruption is systemic, it must be obvious that any attempt at stemming 

same must be multidisciplinary in approach (Okolo, 2010:60). Poverty is all pervading and 

rampant in Nigeria due to the evils of corruption. However, poverty can also be reduced 

to the barest minimum through the strengthening of weak government institutions such 

as the Police, the Corrections, the Judiciary, Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC), Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC), Code of Conduct Beaureau 
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(CCB), and Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS).   

 

Furthermore, poverty eradication in Nigeria is also possible through the encouragement 

of economic liberalization and by ensuring the mechanization of agriculture and the 

establishments of industrial layouts for massive employment of Nigerian youths. African 

countries should have good political will that is people oriented and to engage in good 

foreign or international trade relations that will fast track development to Africa; and this 

would eventually discourage trade imbalance among nations of the world and by also 

strengthening of the country's currency. The Nigerian currency otherwise known as the 

"Nigerian Naira" is too weak and it has been highly devalued. Something needs to be done. 

This level of devaluation of our country's currency would only lead us to economic poverty 

and continuous abject poverty of the Nigerian peoples. The major causes of poverty in 

Nigeria is that the Nigerian leaders who are at the helm of affairs are insensitive to the 

plights of the Nigerian masses and they are paying lip service to the nation's quest for 

national development or sustainable development and economic bouyancy. Poverty and 

development cannot go together, in other words, poverty and development are 

antithetical. Development is aimed at the total eradication of poverty. Development is 

deeply rooted in poverty elimination and reduction. Development must have an impact 

on the democratic citizens, and must be defined in terms of reduction and elimination of 

poverty, inequality and unemployment (Enuka, 2006:76). Development just like poverty is 

human centered. According to Enuka:  

Development should be human centered, and should aim at eliminating 

such evils of mankind as poverty, disease, ignorance, illiteracy, 

malnutrition, hunger, unemployment, inequality, and deprivation of 

human rights. The features of development, inter- alia, are strong 

industrially based economy, advanced and scientific agriculture, high 

income per capita, improved welfare, high level of integration, improved 

medical service and high life expectancy. In terms of comparing 

economies Nigeria is marginally underdeveloped (Enuka, 2006:77).  

 

Broadly speaking, philosophy has a critical role to play in poverty eradication in human 

existential relationship. Poverty remains one of the fundamental problems of our 

humanity. The human being must begin to look inward to ensure that his life does not end 

up miserable due to the scourge of extreme poverty. Poverty is an existential burden. The 

causes of poverty are multidimensional or multifaceted. Apart from the lack of job 

opportunities, lack of education, warfare and conflicts, lack of infrastructures; the notion 

of poverty could also be man- made or self- inflicted. Poverty could be self- inflicted. 

Poverty can be as a result of wastages or extravagant lifestyles. Prudence, moderation and 

caution are therefore required or rather needed for the sustenance of economic wealth and 
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economic growth. The increase in the level of poverty in Nigeria is actually caused by lack 

of political will and lack of good governance by many Nigerian leaders. Good governance 

will help to create the necessary atmosphere for advancement, first, in sciento-technology 

and, second, in the flowering of identity feeling and there is lack of political will on the 

part of leaders who as predators hardly champion causes that should lead to the well-being 

of their populace (Oguejiofor, 2004, xvii-xix). Poverty can be drastically reduced when 

there is altruism and sincerity among the people. It is germane to note that altruism and 

sincerity are qualities that will lead to responsible governance in Africa (Oguejiofor, 

2004:xxiv). Poverty dehumanizes our beingness and we should empathise with others 

whenever they are undergoing extreme poverty. The human being affirms being human 

by recognizing, respecting and protecting the humanness of other human beings (Ramose, 

2002, 51). President Buhari should brace up with the task of addressing the problem of 

poverty in Nigeria rather than engaging in unnecessary trips overseas. To use the words 

of Medubi, the president appears to neglect his duty by indulging in pleasure trips abroad. 

Buhari should aim at examining and reconstructing the formulation of Nigeria's political 

experiences (Medubi, 2004, 311).   

     

In addition, lack of proper planning by the human person could also lead to the 

excruciating experience and the existential condition of poverty. There is no moral 

dimension to poverty. Poverty is inhuman. Poverty is an ill condition that is geared 

towards continuous human sufferings. Poverty is an ill condition that is not fair for human 

existential relations. It is worthy of note that poverty is an existential burden to man and 

his immediate society. The existential condition of extreme or abject poverty can lead to 

crimes in society. One of the causes of the increase in crimes in society is as a result of the 

problem of poverty. There is the common saying that "the idle mind is the devil's 

workshop". People should occupy themselves with something meaningful in society in 

order not to fall into the temptation of committing crimes in society. Poverty is evil. 

Poverty is a painful human experience. Poverty is not just a painful or excruciating 

experience but it is an existential burden of human socio-political and economic relations. 

The problem of poverty is endemic in Nigeria because of the problem of corruption. 

Corruption is a bane to African development and it remains one of the causes of socio-

economic and political injustice in contemporary Nigerian society. Some Nigerians are 

fond of looting the national treasury because of their selfish and mundane interests. 

Corruption is evil. Corruption and poverty in Nigeria are bedfellows. Many peoples are 

poor in Nigeria because the national treasury that supposed to be used for the public good 

of all Nigerians is being hijacked or looted by some corrupt elements who parade 

themselves as Nigerian leaders. Poverty can lead to migration of people. One of the effects 

of poverty is migration caused by push factors and pull factors. Push factors are the 

conditions that encourage people to move out of an area while pull factors are the 
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conditions that encourage people to move into a particular area (Ferrante, 2003:543). The 

problem of poverty in Nigeria has resulted in migration of Nigerian youths and this has 

led to the problem of brain drain syndrome. Poverty can lead to hopelessness, 

powerlessness, vulnerability, and voice-less-ness. Poverty is powerlessness and voice-less-

ness (Narayan, 2000:18-20).  Poverty in Nigeria is as a result of lack of civil society in many 

African countries like Nigeria. A civil society is that society where poverty is reduced to 

its barest minimum. Civil society also has a vital role to play. On the other hand, it should 

ensure that the African governments should be held accountable to the needs of the people. 

Civil society in Africa is still not fully developed. It would nonetheless, be beneficial for 

African governments to acknowledge, as others around the world have, that there are 

certain things they cannot do or that civil society can do better such as the eradication of 

poverty in contemporary Nigerian society (Wangari, 2009:156-157). Poverty arises in 

Nigerian society as a result of lack of even or equitable distribution of both human and 

natural resources. When conflicts arise in Africa, they are almost exclusively over 

governance, corruption, poverty, and a perception that national resources are not 

distributed equitably (Wangari, 2009:185). The evils of poverty have been part of the 

deeper reality of human existence. For Oguejiofor, philosophy gives a deeper perception 

of reality and opens up the mind to numerous possibilities that are very enlightening and 

challenging such as the fundamental issues of poverty and development (Oguejiofor, 

2000:20).  

 

1.3 Evaluation  

We have articulated a conception of poverty from which we realized that social imbalance 

could lead to the possibilities of poverty in contemporary Nigerian society. Poverty is a 

universal phenomenon that is not only peculiar to many African countries like Nigeria. 

Rather, we argued that the most essential causes of poverty are; lack of access to food, 

shelter, clothes and clean water; warfare and conflicts; lack of job opportunity, inequality, 

social injustice, climate change, lack of education and lack of infrastructures. 

Fundamentally, we have argued in this paper that Africans need a revolution in leadership 

structure and poverty eradication. Poverty has left the African peoples chained to a new 

form of psychological oppression. Poverty in Nigeria has resulted in poor human 

existential condition. This human poor condition in Nigeria will only change when politics 

is positively redirected. But this will not come because those in government are benefiting 

from the rotten political system (Emeka, 2021:97).   

 

The practical challenge, of course, is to determine what responsibilities the contemporary 

Nigerian societies should concerned with in terms of addressing the fundamental issues 

of development, poverty, human rights and good governance. African governments could 

reverse the momentum of extreme poverty that is currently bedeviling the African people. 
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In the course of our argument we have observed that the evils of poverty in Nigeria and in 

some other African countries have led to the problem of brain drain caused by migration. 

Poverty has led many African youths to go for greener pastures in foreign lands. The 

problem of brain drain in Africa is gradually leading to the erosion of African identity 

because one of the major causes of brain drain or migration is the problem of poverty in 

Africa. For Dukor:  

The concept of brain drain is a malignant cancer plaguing post 

independent Black Africa. The phenomenon of brain drain has eaten away 

the manpower and intellectual resources that would have been the 

bedrock and galvanizing motif for African citizenship and freedom from 

the international capitalist system controlled from Europe. Brain drain is 

a silence and gradual erosion of African identity will consequently 

completely enslave the remaining specie of Negroid to the Caucasoid 

(Dukor, 2010:116).  

 

Poverty in Africa and Nigeria in particular can be reduced to the barest minimum, if there 

is an enabling material condition of the African people. For Dukor, the achievement of true 

freedom cannot be without the enabling material conditions, humanism, and rule of law 

for the promotion of happiness of the greatest number of people in Africa, instead of war, 

poverty, economic depression and man- made disasters taking the toll of African lives and 

freedom from the West (Dukor, 2009:583). The problem of bad leadership structure, poor 

governance, and economic stagnation as we are currently experiencing in Nigeria can lead 

to extreme poverty of the Nigerian people. According to Dukor:  

Everything seems to be the disfavour of the Africans when compared with 

the Western nations, especially the industrialized countries. Talk of 

economic development, Africa is backward, talk of political organization 

and governance, contemporary Africa is handicapped. Africa wears an 

unrepentant symbol and beg for identification and appeal for pity. Africa, 

the infamous black continent but ironically the cradle of civilization, is a 

land of poverty, hunger, refugees, coup d' etat, wars, economic stagnation, 

and poor governance. It looks as there has been an economic, political, and 

technological albastross hanging over African development (Dukor, 

2010:360). 

 

Furthermore, the evils of poverty in Africa have revealed that the concept of Africa is a 

delimited mood in the rhythm of human existence. African dilemma is not a racial problem 

but also an evolutionary question. We need to understand Africa in order to be able to 

understand its problem and misconception (Dukor, 2010:93). However, Nigerians and 

Africa must emancipate themselves from the shackles of poverty.  The Rawlsian template 
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of redistribution of resources between the worst off and well off remains the solution to 

Nigeria's problem of poverty. For Rawls, there should be an even distribution of resources 

for justice to prevail in human society. For John Rawls, justice is comparative and 

relational. Rawls's theory of justice is distributive justice. Distributive justice is concerned 

with the fair or 'just' distribution of resources. A theory of justice applies to what Rawls 

calls the basic structure of society (Hoffman and Graham, 2009: 80-83).  The special subject 

of the basic structure of society reveals that we should restrain ourselves when we offer a 

justification for the normative principle of justice as reasonableness (Thomas, 2006:279). 

The eradication of poverty in society relates to the epistemological model underpinning 

Rawls's views (Thomas, 278). Rawls's work concerns the politicization of justice in the face 

of what he viewed as the challenge facing the theory of legitimacy in the context of a 

modern society. Poverty is one of the problems of modern society. His work concerns the 

basis of reason specific to any reasonable comprehensive conception of the good (Thomas, 

278-279). Poverty can only be reduced to the barest minimum if the reasonable conception 

of the common good is applied in modern democratic society. The problem of poverty 

reveals that the politicization of justice is self- defeating (Thomas, 294). Rawls's theoretical 

reconstruction reveals that:  

The liberal views the two central problems of modern political theory as 

the determination of legitimate grounds of state authority and the 

formulation of political principles in a modern society. Such a society is 

characterized by a plurality of comprehensive conception of the good and 

a degree of overlapping consensus. This consensus is a framework for 

normal moral decision making that does not draw on the elements of a 

comprehensive conception of the good (Thomas, 292  

 

The philosophy behind this paper is that the problem of poverty can be reduced to the 

barest minimum if Rawls's theory of justice as fairness can be used as a theoretical 

framework or template or valve for Nigeria's quest for national development. 

Development is all encompassing and it has a positive outlook for human beings unlike 

poverty that connotes a negative outlook and it can increase human sufferings. 

Development leads to the general happiness of people. Politics should be concerned with 

the eradication of poverty and the ideal of the common good. Politics is best thought of as 

the pursuit of the common good (Mackenzie, 2009:5). Politics is the activity by which 

differing interests within a given units of rule are conciliated by giving them a share in 

power in proportion to their importance to the welfare of and survival of the whole 

community (Crick, 1964:21). The eradication of poverty through the politicization of justice 

and the comprehensive conception of the good rests on the principle of reciprocal 

relationship. It is worthy of note that our existence and survival depends on our ability to 

maintain a qualitatively high reciprocal relationship (Asouzu, 80). Poverty can be reduced 
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when the government of the day provides the necessities of life for its people. In dealing 

with people, no one is ever left guessing about anything. The government, which is run by 

people, who are products of a well- founded system, does its duties. In governance, care is 

taken to understand human nature, knowing it for what it is. Thus, every effort is made; 

as much as is equitably just, to provide the necessities of life (Asouzu, 55). Philosophy has 

a great role to play in eradicating poverty in society. Philosophic contemplation through 

deliberative reason is needed in solving the fundamental human problem of poverty. The 

fundamental solution to the problem of poverty in human society is possible through 

deliberative reason. For Russell:  

Philosophic contemplation does not, in its widest survey, divide the 

universe into two hostile camps- friends and foes, helpful and hostile, 

good and bad- it views the whole impartially. The man who has no 

tincture of philosophy goes through life imprisoned in the prejudices 

derived from common sense, from the habitual beliefs of his age or his 

nation, and from convictions which have grown up in his mind without 

the cooperation or consent of his deliberative reason (Russell, 1998:91-92).   

 

Poverty cuts across all culture and race of the world.  It is a universal phenomenon and it 

is the task of philosophy to tackle the diverse cultural content of poverty. Philosophy is 

being pursued from the point of view of culture; an approach that is very much fuelled by 

the type of multiculturalism that is sweeping through the world (Asouzu, 2013:30).  

However, poverty has a displeasing dimension (Asouzu, 2013:38).   Furthermore, in order 

to solve the dragnet of poverty human existence requires authentic philosophic 

contemplation. The hallmark of authentic philosophic contemplation reveals itself mostly 

in its ambient attempt at grasping reality from the preceding conditions of universal 

complementary determination (Asouzu, 2007:67).  The eradication of poverty in Africa and 

Nigeria as a country requires genuine commitment to the ideals of the common good of all 

in society. Genuine commitment to the common good in its deepest and most 

existential/authentic form entails therefore a form of spontaneity to see ourselves from the 

perspective of the general welfare of all members of our global community. It is worthy of 

note that our full autonomy as individuals and as groups is given in the realization that 

we can make a positive difference (Asouzu, 2004:489). The eradication of poverty in 

contemporary Nigerian society requires our disposal towards mastering our situation and 

to make a positive contribution towards solving the problem of poverty in Nigerian society 

and beyond.  

 

1.4 Concluding Reflection  

The evils of poverty have been part of the deeper perception of reality of human existence. 

The problem of poverty in Nigeria has resulted in migration of Nigerian youths and this 



Port Harcourt Journal Of History & Diplomatic Studies    | www.phjhds.com Vol.8 N0. 4 December, 2021 

 

An Appraisal of the Issues of Poverty and Development in Nigeria                 284 

has led to the problem of brain drain syndrome. Worthy of note is that corruption and 

poverty in Nigeria are like two bedfellows. Corruption and poverty remain the bane of 

African development and it remains one of the causes of socio-political and economic 

inequality. Poverty is endemic in Nigeria because of the problem of corruption. The evils 

of poverty and corruption can be reduced drastically if there is altruism and sincerity 

among the Nigerian people. The increase in the level of poverty in Nigeria is actually 

caused by the lack of political will and lack of good governance or leadership structure by 

many Nigerian leaders. Poverty is an existential burden and its causes are 

multidimensional or multifaceted. Poverty is all pervading and rampant in Nigeria due to 

the evils of corruption. Finally, corruption in Nigeria is systemic.             
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