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Abstract 
The study examined the effect of child abuse on children in Egor Local 

Government area of Edo State. In conducting the study. The paper adopted two 

objectives which are: to determine the nature and trend of child abuse among 

children in Egor local government, Edo State and to find out the causes of child 

abuse as perceived by children in Egor Local Government Area, Edo State. 

Relative Deprivation Theory was used to explain the topic under investigation.   

Survey research design was used for this study. The study adopted both primary 

and secondary method of data collection for 200 hundred participants selected for 

the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentage frequency distribution 

table, mean and standard deviation. The finding revealed that there are many 

causes of child abuse in Egor local government Area and it was also revealed that 

Child abuse can robber children of their dream future and has the potency of 

making the deviants in Egor local government area of Edo state. The study 

recommends Child protection policies that will protect the child from any type of 

abuse should be provided for. Such policies should provide safe place where child 

can be kept and work for the development of the child. 
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Introduction 

A child is a person that has not attained the age of 18. A child has been known to be the 

source of joy to his/her parents in traditional African societies. Great value has always been 

place on children even in all human societies. Although, the concept of children varies in 

different communities, children have commonly been said by Nigerians to be leaders of 

tomorrow. Inspite of such considerations and value attributes to children, it has become a 

great concern for scholars and people in general on the existence of child abuse i.e where 

children engage in street vending and Hawking, where as they are meant to be protected 

and catered for, but rather, these helpless children are perpetuated for the selfish economic 

need of the adults, Hearn (2016). 

 

Child abuse is a term that refer to the maltreatment of children by their parents or 

guidance. In 2017, the WHO estimated that up to one billion minor between the ages of 

two(2) and seventeen(17) year of age have endured violence. Child abuse include such act 

as beating children so badly, that physical harms result, inflicting them with burns and 

starving them. Child abuse can result in immediate adverse physical effects but it is also 

strongly associated with developmental problems and with many chronic physical and 

psychological effects, including subsequent ill-health, including higher rate of chronic 

conditions, high-risk health behaviours and shortened life span. According to Ebigbo 

(2016) incest and child molestation are particularly underreported. For instance, young 

girls and boys are sent from rural areas to families in the city to serve as house maids and 

house boys. Children who work as house help, may also be required by their parents or by 

the families they serve to sell items such as food, clothing and general merchandise on the 

street, thus become part of the street life. 

 

In Nigeria, not much has been done about child abuse, its recognition is recent and less 

attention is paid to the implementation of child care policy. Thus, there are scarcely 

documented figures of cases of child abuse. Many studies have been made to determine 

the cause of child abuse, these studies shows that people who abuse children are severe 

emotional problems and that most of them were injured or neglected by their parents. 

Many parents and guardian who commit child abuse have permanently or temporary lost 

contact with reality. Some parents or guardian abuse children because the youngsters fail 

to meet the demand adults placed on them, others are too immature to care about the 

harms of the children. Some send their underage kids to learn from school without the 

necessary precautions, in the process many kids have been battered and even at times 

disposed of their schooling material. Costa and Nelson (2015). 
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The social economic situation in our society is one contributory factor for the cause of child 

abuse, most abusive treatment of children were child labour, neglect, abandonment and 

other form of violent abuses are functions of stressful socio-economic condition, men 

maybe lure young female hawkers by buying their warehouse and given them money, in 

addition to this, they pay them to run errands. The girls maybe shown pornography 

pictures in magazines or pornography videos firm or the sexual organ of their work, since 

the girls have been driven through poverty in the homes to sell goods from door to door, 

their parents are happy to receive money which may in certain instance be vital to the 

family survival. 

 

The issue of child abuse should be viewed as a prevalent social problem, its effect on 

children, individual and society. 

 

Statement of Problem 

This problem of child abuse has generated a lot of concern in the society. This is because; 

it has an adverse effect on the development and upbringing of the child.it affect the child's 

physiological well-being as his adjustment to his culture and social environment. Many 

reports suggest the child abuse is in the form of neglect, abandonment, maltreatment, 

deprivation, starvation which was meted out on the child by parents or guardian as a 

corrective measures or disciplinary procedure to bring sanity has done more harm than 

good. Reports have also shown that abused children exhibit more aggressive behaviours; 

have a poor self-concept and have difficulty in developing meaningful relationship in the 

school environment. (Corwin, and Bensharor,2017). 

 

The African network from the prevention and protection against child abuse and neglect 

(ANPPCAN, 2016). Defines child labour as the exploitation of children, premature 

assumptions of adult roles on the parents of the children, working long hours for low 

wages damage on the physical and psycho-social health and denial of opportunities for 

their education and recreation. 

 

Child abuse span across all adult ages, occupation, education level and marital status. Poor 

people irrespective of their level of education Force children into street trading as a form 

of economic activity. These people married or unmarried see street trading by children at 

the last available option to sustain their families in the place of harsh economic conditions. 

 

The situation of child abuse constitutes a major problem whereby children Hawking are 

easily exposed outbreak of disease, knock down by vehicle and automobile and more likely 

to injuries on the street through broken bottles, malnutrition is also more common to 
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working children. The overall effects of this issues manifest in increased school dropouts, 

low skilled graduate as a result of low self-esteem, low productivity, aggression, mal-

adjustment among young youths who are not capable of contributing to the national socio-

economic development of the country. It is on account on these that an investigation on 

the effect of child labour on children is timely and imperative. Anukan,. (2016) 

 

Objective of Study 

The aim of this study is to find out the effect of child abuse on children in Egor local 

government Area of Edo State, while the specific objectives are as follows: 

1. To determine the nature and trend of child abuse among children in Egor local 

government, Edo State. 

2. To find out the causes of child abuse as perceived by children in Egor Local 

Government Area, Edo State. 

 

Literature Review 

There is no generally accepted definition of child abuse as a result of differences in the 

perception of what generally is accepted as abusive or not. In recent times, much has been 

written about child abuse – various scholars have conceptualized the problem, study of 

child abuse. In diverse ways Okika (2015) holds that the parents, teachers in guardian as a 

means of corrections or disciplines rather child is abuse when he is denied some basic 

things that are fundamental by the parents or whoever ought to provide such. That a child 

gain is abused when he or she is subjected that are not intended as correction to the child 

(the observe April 7, 2015 p. 5). The African Network for Prevention and Protection 

Against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) defines child abuse as “the intentional, 

unintentional or well intentional acts which endanger the physical health, emotional, 

moral and the educational welfare of children. 

 

Child abuse consists of any acts of commission or omission by a parent or other caregiver 

that result in harm, potential for harm, or the threat of harm to a child (0 – 18 years of age) 

ever if the harm is unintentional (Gilbert, Spatz, Wisdom, Braone, Fergusson, Webb and 

Janson, 2017). The five main types of child maltreatment are physical abuse. 

 

Idowu (2016) child abuse is a situation, where children are turned into slaves, beaten, made 

to work from morning till night, not well-fed, sheltered or deliberately derived education 

(the observer Sept. 4,1940 P.5). In defining child abuse, some important can be used to 

define child abuse. In other words, child abuse interchangeable with child neglect while 

some tend to distinguish between the two concepts child abuse and child neglect that both 

connote ill treatment of children by parents or guardian. Child abuse neglect have been 
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defined in some quarters as acts and commission which harm the health and development 

of child. The types of abuse and neglect they listed include child labour, inadequate and 

inappropriate education and meat care, excessive beating sexual abuse, female 

circumcision, early marriage and child abandonment. They reach the conclusion that these 

acts and practices were widely perpetuated by parents and guardian and community at 

large.  

 

Child abuse can be seen as any act of omission or commission, physical or psychological 

mistreatment or neglect of a child by its parents, guardians, caregiver or other adults that 

may endanger the child’s physical, psychological or emotional health and development. 

In this definition, wrongfully maltreating a child or selfishly making an unfair use of a 

child’s services by Adults responsible for the child constitute child abuse. Thus the adult 

may not be directly related to the child but a person in whose care the child is left can be 

an abuser. This may include the educators, healthcare workers, day care workers, or other 

responsible adults (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2018). 

 

Theoretical Framework: Relative Deprivation Theory 

The Relative Deprivation Theory proposed by Gurr (2019), lends credence to conflict 

handling in the home. According to Gurr. (2016) relative deprivation refers to perceived 

discrepancy between value expectation (resources to which one feels entitled) and value 

capabilities (resources which one feels capable of acquiring and keeping). The greater the 

average degree of perceived discrepancy between expected and value capabilities, the 

greater the intensity and scope of relative deprivation among members of same collectivity 

and the greater the potential for collective violence.  

 

He explained further that violence (a manifestation of conflict with physical, psychological 

or structural hurt), in this situation, occurs when an individual or group makes a 

comparison with others (perceived to the same class or status with them) and they feel less  

measurable, due to deprivation of opportunities or resources they are equally entitled to 

within the system. When their attempts to meet up are thwarted, frustration sets in and 

they are most likely to strike at the source of frustration (Gurr, 2019). When parents or 

couples are divorced, researches have shown that the children are inclined to live with any 

of the partners or at times shared among the couples. The resultant effect is that the 

children from earlier ages are subjected to all forms of abuse. They are exposed to child 

labour, domestic violence etc.  

 

These in most cases serve as the means for augmenting family economic survival. 

Adolescents like young children, experience considerable initial emotional pain and anger 
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when their parents’ divorce. However, they are usually better able to accurately assign 

responsibility for the break-up, to resolve loyalty conflicts, to more effectively cope with 

economic changes, and to deal with a new family structure than young children. The older 

adolescents may also be able to take advantage of available support systems to deal with 

the additional stresses (Hetheington, Stanley-Hagan and Anderson, 2019). It has been 

revealed that any broken-home-effected adolescents experience premature detachment 

from their parents. Many of these children become involved in antisocial groups and 

activities with disastrous outcomes. Older adolescents, because they have more self-

confidence and resources, may confront and question some aspects of family function and 

roles that younger children would not (Hetherington and Anderson, 2019). Hence, 

children from divorce homes or single parenthood are denied better opportunities, abused 

and maltreated and these have negative effects on their academic performance.  

 

Research Methodology 

The research design adopted for this study is the survey method, which has to do with the 

formal way of obtaining the same information from various respondents through the use 

of questionnaire. The population of study consist of children from 12 to 18 years in Egor 

Local Government Area of Edo State. The population of Egor Local Government is 339,899 

according to 2006 National Population Census, while the population projection up to 2021 

in the Local Government Area was 530,847. The stratified random sampling technique was 

used to select a sample of 200 respondents (boys and girls) which are basically children 

from the age of 12-18years. 

 

Table 2: Child abuse does not limited to beating and flogging it also involve children 

engage in street vending and hawking 

Responses Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strongly agree 62 41 

Agree 84 55 

Undecided 1 1 

Disagree 2 1 

Strongly disagree 3 2 

Total 152 100 

Source: Field Work, 2021 

 

Interpretation;  

From the table above, 41% were strongly agreed, 55% were agreed, 1% undecided, 1% 

disagreed, and 2% strongly disagreed. From the analysis above, it indicates that 96% of the 
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respondents are in support of the opinion that child abuse does not limited to beating and 

flogging it also involve children engage in street vending and hawking. 

 

Table 2: Poverty is one of the major factors which contribute to child abuse in Nigeria. 

Response Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strongly agree 42 28 

Agree 63 41 

Undecided 7 5 

Disagree 21 14 

Strongly disagree 19 12 

Total 152 100 

Source: Field Work, 2021 

 

Interpretation;  

From the table above, 28% were strongly agreed, 41% were agreed, 5% were undecided, 

14% disagree, and 12% were strongly disagreed. From the analysis above, it shows that 

majority of the respondents are in favour of the view poverty is one of the major factors 

which contribute to child abuse in Nigeria. 

 

Table 3: The effect of child abuse result to school dropouts, low skilled, low self-esteem, 

low productivity and aggression 

Responses Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strongly agree 67 44 

Agree 72 47 

Undecided 4 3 

Disagree 5 3 

Strongly disagree 4 3 

Total 152 100 

Source: Field Work, 2021 

 

Interpretation;  

From the table above, 44% were strongly agreed, 47% were agreed, 3% were undecided, 

3% disagree, and 3% strongly disagreed. From the analysis above, it means that the 

majority of population is aligned the view that the effect of child abuse result to school 

dropouts, low skilled, low self-esteem, low productivity and aggression. 
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Table 4: Child abuse involves turning children into slaves, beaten, made to work from 

morning till night, not well-fed, sheltered or deliberately derived from education 

Responses Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strongly agree 64 41 

Agree 68 45 

Undecided 10 7 

Disagree 6 4 

Strongly disagree 4 3 

Total 152 100 

Source: Field Work, 2021 

 

Interpretation;  

From the table above, 41% were strongly agreed, 45% were agreed, 7% undecided, 4% 

disagreed, and 3% strongly disagreed. From the analysis above, it indicates that 86% of the 

respondents are of the opinion that child abuse involves turning children into slaves, 

beaten, made to work from morning till night, not well-fed, sheltered or deliberately 

derived from education 

 

The summary of the research findings from the data analysis were as follows:  

i. The study revealed that there are many causes of child abuse in Egor local 

government Area. 

ii. It was also revealed that Child abuse can robber children of their dream future 

and has the potency of making the deviants in Egor local government area of 

Edo state. 

 

Conclusion 

Child abuse is a maltreatment of a child who is under 18 years of age which involve any 

action by another person adult or child that causes significant harm to a child. Child abuse 

is a serious problem around the world. The effects of child abuse are devastating. Children 

are abused usually in many ways physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and 

neglect among others. It was discovered that there are many trend of child abuse in Egor 

local government area of Edo state. It was also indicated that there are many causes of 

child abuse as perceived by Egor local government children. The outcome of child abuse 

can result in both short and long term consequences ranging from social problems, 

emotional problems, cognitive problems, educational problems, low self-esteem and self-

harm or sometimes it may lead to suicide. There are different effects of child abuse on 

children in Egor local government area of Edo state. At the same time, there are primary 
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preventive measures that can be taken to avoid child abuse. Child and adolescent mental 

health professionals can help the child to overcome from the consequences of child abuse.  

 

Child abuse and neglect may lead to a wide range of adverse consequences for children 

and adolescents. The study also revealed that child abuse is more closely related to some 

adverse outcomes than others; for example, the links between physical abuse and violent 

or aggressive behaviour. However, experiencing chronic and multiple forms of abuse 

increases the risk of more damaging and severe consequences for children and young 

people. Child abuse is a serious global health problem, physical and psychological child 

abuses have enormous adverse influence on the psychological wellbeing of children in 

terms of their self-esteem, depression, and anxiety. 

  

Implication of Findings for social work practice in Nigeria 

The implication of this research work was to answer some questions like what is the nature 

and trend of child abuse among Egor Local Government children,  what are the major 

causes of child abuse among Egor Local Government children, what are the effects of child 

abuse, what are the possible solution to the incidence of child abuse on children. And 

giving the situation of things in Egor Local Government. It will be very important to have 

a social worker as one of the resource persons in handling these issues when they arise in 

the Local Government and in the country at large, as social workers are well trained 

personals who respond to the social needs of people, they bring the practice of social works 

to the limelight by acting as a counselor to abused children, helping them recover from 

shock any form of emotional breakdown they suffered as a result of the abused.  

 

They also act as community organizer by helping the community whose children are 

suffering from abuse to know how to connect and advise them on what to do on curbing 

child abuse in the community. And also social workers bring the social worker profession 

to the light to serving as an advocate for dwellers and victims of any form of abuse in the 

community. And all these leads to possible ways of finding a lasting solution to child abuse 

threats in Egor Local Government and the country as a whole. 

  

Recommendations 

Having analyzed our research findings, the following recommendations were therefore 

put forward; 

1. Child protection policies that will protect the child from any type of abuse should 

be provided for. Such policies should provide safe place where child can be kept 

and work for the development of the child. 
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2. Governments should monitor cases of child abuse and the harm they cause. Such 

monitoring should comprises of collecting case reports, conducting periodic 

surveys or using other appropriate methods, and may be assisted by academic 

institutions, the health care system and non-governmental organizations. 

3. Parents on the other hand should educate their children about the child abuse and 

the effects of child abuse 
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